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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
nations of the civilized world between the op- 
pressors and the oppressed of all countries, a 
struggle between the capitalist and the laborer, 
which grows in intensity from year to year, 
and will work disastrous results to the toiling 
millions if they are not combined for mutual 
protection and benefit. 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives 
of the trade and labor unions of America, in 
convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and disseminate such principles among the me- 
chanics and laborers of our country as will per- 
manently unite them to secure recognition 
of the rights to which they are justly entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every trade and labor organization in 
America, organized under the trade union sys- 
tem. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE 1.—NAME. 

This Association shall be known as “The 
American Federation of Labor,’’ and_ shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 


ArTICLE IIl.—OsjJects. 


Section 1. The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the or- 
ganization of Central Trade and Labor Unions 
in every city, and the further combination of 
such bodies, into State, Territorial, or Provin- 
cial organizations, to secure legislation in the 
interest of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a strict 
recognition of the autonomy of each trade, and 
the promotion-and advancement of such bodies. 

Sec. 3. An American Federatin of all Na- 
tional and International Trade Unions, to aid 
and assist each other, to aid nd encourage the 
sale of union label goods, and to secure na 
tional legislation in the interest of the work 
ing people and influence public opinion, by 
peaceful and legal methods, in favor of or- 
ganized labor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


ARTICLE III.—ConveEntion. 
_ Section 1. The Convention of the Federa 
tion shall meet annually at 10 A. M., on the 


second Monday in December, at such place 
as the delegates have selected at the preceding 
convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the convention 
the Preside nt shall take the chair and call the 
convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consist- 
ing of five members each, shall be appointed 
by the President: First, Rules and Order of 
Business; second, Report of President; third, 
Report of Executive Council; fourth, Report 
of Secretary; fifth, Resolutions; sixth, laws; 
seventh, Organization; eighth, Labels and 
Boycotts; ninth, Grievances; tenth, Local or 
Federated Bodies. 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the chief 
executive officers of three National or Interna- 
tional Unions, at least ten days previous to 
the holding of the Annual Convention, to ap- 
point one delegate each from their respective 
delegations-elect, who shall compose an Audit- 
ing Committee. This committee shall meet at 
the place for holding the Convention three 
days prior to the Convention, and they shall 
audit the accounts of the Federation for the 
preceding twelve months, and report. upon 
credentials immediately upon the opening of 
the convention. The expense of said commit 
tee shall be paid out of the funds of the Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 5. Resolutions of any character, or 
propositions for changes in this Constitution, 
intended for consideration by the Cnvention, 
shall be sent to the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor at least two weeks pre- 
vious to the date of the Convention. The 
Secretary shall have the same compiled and 
printed in the programme of business an 
mailed to each delegate-elect and to the excu- 
tive officer of each Ofiiliated organization, and 
no resolution or constitutional provision shall 
be considered, unless printed in the pro- 
gramme, without a two-thirds vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 6. The report of the Grievance Com- 
mittee shall be considered in executive ses- 
sion. 

Sec.. 7. None other than members of a 
bona fide trade union shall be permitted to 
address the Convention or read papers therein, 
except by a two-thirds vote of the Convention. 

Sec. 8. Party politics, whether they be dem- 
ocratic, republican, socialistic, populistic, pro- 
hibition, or any other, shall have no place in 
the conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business 
governing the preceding convention shall be 
in force from the opening of any convention 
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of the American Federation of Labor until 
new rules have been adopted by action of the 
convention. 


ArTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION, 


Section 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National or 
International Unions, for less than four thous- 
and members, one delegate; four thousand or 
more, two delegates; eight thousand or more, 
three delegates; sixteen thousand or more, 
four delegates; thirty-two thousand or more, 
five delegate, and so on; and 
from Central Bodies and State Federations, 
and from Local Unions not having a Na- 
tional Union, and from Federal Labor Unions, 
one delegate. Only bona fide wage-workers 
who are not members of, or eligible to mem- 
bership in, other trade unions shall be eligible 
as delegates from Federal Labor unions. 


Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected at 
least two weeks previous to the Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor, 
and the names of such delegates shall be for- 
warded to the Secretary of this body imme- 
diately after their election. 

Sec. 3. Questions may be decided by divi- 
sion or a show of hands, but if a call of the 
roll is demanded by one-tenth of the delegates 
present, each delegate shall cast one vote for 
every one hundred members, or major fraction 
thereof, he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall be allowed more than one 
vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for use 
of the convention printed poll lists, containing 
the number of votes the delegates from Na- 
tional and International Celene” are entitled to, 
based upon the average membership during the 
year, from reports made to the office of the 
Federation not later than October 31, preced- 
ing the Annual Convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International organization con- 
nected with the Federation shall be allowed ; 
representation or recognition in this Feder - 
tion or in any central body or National or 
International Union connected with the Amer 
ican Federation of Labor, under penalty of the 
suspension of the body violating this section. 

ec. 6. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has ap- 
plied for and obtained a certificate of_ affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the Conven- 
tion, and no person shall be recognized as a 
delegate who is not a member in good standing 
of the organization he is elected to represent. 


ARTICLE V.—OFFICERS. 


Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, six Vice-Presidents, 
a Secretary and a Treasurer, to be elected by 
the convention on the last day of the session. 
_ these officers shall be the Executive Coun 
cil. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be mem 
bers of a local organization connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall ex- 
pire on the first day of January succeeding the 
convention, 


Sec. 5. The President and Secretary shall 
engage suitable me? in the same building at 
Washington, D. for the transaction of busi- 
ness of the Pm lg 

Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall, at all times, be open to the inspection of 
the President and Executive Council. 


ArticLe VI.—DurtTt1Ees oF PRESIDENT, 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi 
dent to preside at the Annual Convention; to 
exercise supervision of the Federation through 
out its jurisdiction; to sign all official docu 
ments, and to travel, with the consent of the 
Executive Council, whenever required, in the 
nterest of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an item- 
ized account of all moneys, traveling and inci 
dental, expended by him in the interest of the 
Federation, and shall report his acts and doings 
to the Annual Convention of the Federation. 

Sec. 3. The Presideht, if not a delegate, 
shall have the casting vote in case of a tie, 
but shall not vote at other times. He shall be 
required to devote all his time to the interests 
of the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The President shall call meetings of 
the Executive Council when necessary, and 
shall preside over their deliberations, and shall 
receive for his services such sums as the An- 
nual Convention may determine, payable 
weekly. 

Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office of 
President by death, resignation or other cause, 
the Secretary shall perform the duties of the 
President until his successor is elected. In 
that event it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
to issue, within six days from the date of va 
cancy, a call for a meeting of the Executive 
Council at headquarters for the purpose o 
electing a President to fill said vacancy. 


ArticLeE VIT.—DvutTIiEs oF SECRETARY. 


Section 1. The duties of the Secretary shall 
he to take charge of all books, papers, and ef- 
fects of the general office; to conduct the cor- 
respondence pertaining to his office; to fur 
nish the elective officers with the necessary 
stationery; to convene and act as Secretary 
at the Annual Convention, and to furnish to 
the Committee on Credentials at the conven- 
tion a statement of the financial standing of 
each affiliated body; to forward on March 1 
and September 1 of each year, to the Secretar- 
ies of all affiliated organizations, a list of the 
names and addresses of Secretaries and Or- 
ganizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all letters, 
documents, accounts, etc., in such manner as 
the Annual Convention may direct; he shall 
receive and collect all moneys due the Federa- 
tion, and pay them to the Treasurer, taking his 
receipt therefor; provided, that he may retain 
in his hands a sum not exceeding $250 for cur- 
rent expenses, which money shall be paid out 
only on the approval of the President. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall submit to the 
Auditing Committee for their inspection, vouch- 
ers for all moneys expended; close all ac- 
counts of the Federation on October 31 of 
each year, and all moneys received or dis- 
bursed after such date shall not be reported in 
the general balance account of the ensuing con- 
vention. He shall publish a financial report 
monthly in the American Federationist, and 











XUI 











1898] 


send one copy to each affiliated body, and 
such additional number of copies as may be 
ordered and paid for by any organization con- 
nected with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond of 
$1,000 tor the faithful performance of, his du- 
ties, and for his services he shall receive such 
sums as the Annual Convention may determine, 
payable weekly. 


Vill. 


Section 1. The Treasurer shall receive and 
take charge of all moneys, property and secur 
ity of the Federation delivered to him by the 
Secretary. He shall deposit all monies belong- 
ing to the Federation in bank in his name as 
Treasurer of the American Federation of 
Labor; and before any money thus deposited 
can be drawn, each check shall be signed by 
him as Treasurer. 

Sec. 2.. The Treasurer shall pay, through 
the Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn on 
him, signed by the President and countersigne d 
by the Secretary, as required by this constitu- 
tion, and none othe 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to the 
Annual Convention a complete statement of all 
receipts and disbursements during his term of 
office, and at the expiration of his term of 
office he shall deliver up to his successor all 
moneys, securities, books, and papers of the 
Federation under his control, and for the 
faithful performance of his duties he shall 
give a bond in such sum as the Executive 
Council may determine. The annual salary of 
the Treasurer shall be $100. 


ARTICLE Duties oF TREASURER. 











IX.—ExeEcuTivE CouNcIL. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive Council to watch legislative measures 
directly affecting the interests of working peo- 
ple, and to initiate, whenever necessary, such 
legislative action as the convention may direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new National 
or International Trade or Labor Unions and to 
organize Local Trade and Labor Unions, and 
connect them with the Federation until such 
time as there is a sufficient number to form a 
national or international union, when it shall 
be the duty of the President of the Federation 
to see that such organization is io-med 

Sec. 3. When a National or International 
Union has been formed, the President shall 
notify all local unions of that trade to affiliate 
with such National or International Union, 
and unless said notification be complied with 
within three months their charters shall be 
revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Executive 
prepare and ‘present to the convention in 
printed form a concise statement of the de- 
tails leading up to approved and pending boy- 
cotts, and no endorsement for a boycott shall 
be considered by the convention except it has 
been so reported by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we_ recognize the rights of 
each trade to manage its own affairs, it shall be 
the duty of the Executive Council to secure 
the unification of all labor organizations, so 
trade dis 


ARTICLE 








Council shall also 


far as to assist each other in any 
pute. 
Sec. 6. 
eration shall warrant such action, the 
tive Council shall 
Trade 


Whenever the revenue of the Fed- 
Execu 
authorize the sending out of 
from place to place, in 





Union speakers, 
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the interests of the Federation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or speak- 
ers engaged by them shall be $3.50 per day 
and traveling and hotel expenses. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not in 
conflict. with this constitution or the constitu- 
tion of affiliated unions, and shall report ac- 
cordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other than 


that of the President, by reason of death, resig- 
nation, or other cause, the President shall 
make such vacancy known to the Executive 


Council and shall call for nominations. The 
names of all nominees shall. be submitted to the 
Executive Council, and it shall require a ma- 
jority vote of the Executive Council to elect. 
Upon each unsuccessful balloting the name of 
the candidate receiving the lowest number of 
votes shall be dropped. 

Sec. 1o. All local trades unions and Federal 
Labor unions holding charters direct from the 
American Federation of Labor desiring the 
assistance of the American Federation of 
Labor in trade disputes, shall submit to the 
President of the American Federation of Labor 
for approval by the Executive Council a full 
statement of the grievance before the strike 
occurs. Unions violating this section shall for- 
feit all claims upon the American Federation 
of Labor or affiliated organizations for support. 

Sec. 11. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other than 
that of the President, by reason of death, resig- 
nation or other cause, the President shall make 
such vacancy known to the Executive Council 
and shall call for nominations. The names of 
nominees shall be submitted to the Executive 
Council, and it shall require a majority vote of 
the Executive Council to elect. Upon each un- 
successful balloting the name of the candidate 
receiving the lowest number of votes shall be 
dropped. 





ArTICLE X.—DEFENSE FUND. 

Section 1. All organizations affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor may be- 
come participants in the common defense fund, 
by payment of a per capita tax of five cents 
per month on each member of their respective 
organizations to the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 2. No organization shall receive assist- 
ance from the defense fund of this Federation 
unless it has contributed to the same, as per 
section 1, for a period of at least one year, 
and no person shall be entitled to benefit un- 
less he was a member prior to the date on 
which the strike or lockout began. 














Sec. 3. The assistance rendered to mem- 
bers engaged in strike or lockout shall be $3 
each per week, which amount shall not be 


payable to a member for more than ten weeks 
m any one year. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor shall have the right 
to refuse assistance from the defense fund to 
any affiliated organization; provided, however, 
that the union so refused shall have the right 
of appeal to the next convention. 

Sec. 5. In case of request from any union 
for help from the defense fund, the Executive 
Council shall have the right to investigate the 
strike or lockout and endeavor to settle the 
same before deciding whether the request for 
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financial support shall be granted or not. The 
expense of such investigation shall be charged 
to the defense fund. 

Sec. 6. No support shall be granted to the 
members of any union from the defense fund 
unless they have strictly complied with the laws 
of their own organization. 

Sec. 7. In the case of local unions affliated 
direct with the American Federation of Labor, 
no support shall be granted by the Council, 
unless — to calling the members out the ap- 
proval of the Executive Council has been se- 
cured. 

Sec. 8. All moneys received by the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of Labor for 
the defense fund shall be carried on his books 
separate and distinct from all other receipts, 
and no appropriation from this fund shall be 
made for any purpose but that for which it was 
contributed 


ArTICLE XI.—REVENUE. 


Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived as follows: From Interna- 
tional or National trade unions, a per capita 
tax of one-third of one per cent per member 
per month; from Local trade unions and Fed- 
eral unions, five cents per member per month. 
Central Labor bodies and State Federations 
containing 1,000 members, or less, shall pay 
$2.50 every three months; containing over 
1,000 members, $5 every three months. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seat in the Annual Convention unless the tax 
of their organization, as provided for in Sec- 
tion 1 of this Article, has been paid in full to 
October 31, preceding the Convention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affiliated with this 
Federation not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month, shall be noti- 
fied of the fact by the Secretary of the Federa- 
tion, and if at the end of three months it is 
still in arrears, it shall become suspended from 
membership in the Federation, and can be rein- 
stated only by vote of the convention when 
such arrearages are paid in full, as provided in 
Section 2 of this Article. 


ArticLeE XII.—Loca, Centra Bopiks. 


Section 1. No Central Labor Union, or any 
other central body of delegates, shall admit to, 
or retain in, their Councils delegates from any 
local organization that owes its allegiance to 
any other body, National or International, 
hostile to any affiliated organization, or that 
has been suspended or expelled by or not con- 
nected with a National or International organ- 
ization of their trade herein affiliated, under 
penalty of being denied representation in the 
Annual Convention of this Federation. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all National 
and International Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to_instruct their 
local unions to, join chartered Central Labor 
Unions in their vicinity where such exist. 
Similar instructions shall be given by the 
American Federation of Labor to all Federal 
unions under its jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. Where there are one or more local 
unions in any city, belonging to any National 
or International Union affiliated with this Fed 
eration, they may organize a Trades Assembly 
or Central Labor Union, or join such body, if 
already in existence. 


Sec. 4. The Executive Council and local 
Central Labor Union shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as local unions 
to National or International Unions the organ- 
izations in their vicinity; to aid the formation 
of National and International Unions where 
none exist, and to organize Federal Labor 
Unions where the number of craftsmen pre- 
clude any other form of organization. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have the au- 
thority or power to order any organization, 
affiliated with such Central Labor Union, or 
other central labor body, or a strike, where 
such organization has a national organization. 
until the proper authorities of such National 
organization have been consulted and agreed 
to such action. 


Article XITI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


Section 1. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, 
by and with the consent of the Executive Coun 
cil, to all National and International Unions 
and local bodies affiliated with this Federation. 

Sec. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to trade unions, whose trade or call- 
ing is not organized, and are not members of 
anv body affiliated with this Federation, who 
will subscribe to this constitution, shall have 
the power to form a local body to be known 
as a “Federal Labor Union,” and they shall 
hold regular meeting for the purpose of 
strengthening and advancing the trade union 
movement, and shall have power to make their 
own rules in conformity with this constitu- 
tion, and shall be granted a Local Certificate 
by the President of this Federation; provided, 
the request for a certificate be endorsed by 
the nearest Local or National Trade Union 
official connected with this Federation. 

Sec. 3. The certificate fee for affiliated 
bodies shall be $5, payable to the Secretary of 
the Federation, and the fee shall accompany 
the application. 





Sec. 4. The American Federation of Labor 
shall refer all applications for certificates of 
affiliation from Local Unions or Federal Labor 
Unions to Unions from the vicinity where 
chartered Central Labor Unions exist, to that 
body for investigation and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall not 
be granted by State Federation of Labor. That 
power is vested solely in the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor and the 
executive officers of National and International 
Unions affiliated therewith. 

Sec. 6. Not more than three Federal Labor 
Unions shall be chartered in any one city. 
No Federal Labor Union shall be recognized 
as affliated if its membership consists of a 
majority of active members of trade unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of dele 
gates from Central bodies. 


ArTICLE XIV.—AMENDMENTS. 


This constitution can be amended or altered 
only at a regular session of the convention, 
and to do so shall require a two-thirds vote. 
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DELEGATES TO THE EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 








| NUMBER 
ORGANIZATIONS. |OF DELE- 
| GATES, 
| 
American Agents Association....| 1 
Journeymen Bakers and Confec-| 
tioners International Union..... 1 
Journeyman Barbers National| 
Li Se rrr rrr ce | 1 
International Union of Bicycle| 
WROCROE occes cece sccncces cece | 1 
International Brotherhood of| 
PONE IA OS v6 0.0 cecens cacesevesvees 1 
Boot and Shoe Workers Union....| 1 
Brotherhood of Boilermakers and) 
Iron Ship Builders...............+ 1 
National Union of eerie Brewery! 
Workmen..... ‘4 2 
Amalgamated emneny of deeypciat n- 
ters and Joiners...... i 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
ee Reet nT 4 
Cigarmakers International Union 
OF MMMOTICH 6000 vcccvesscenccessccces 4 


Retail Clerks Nationai Protective 
Association of the United States | 


Coopers International Union...... 1 
National Brotherhood of Electri- 

GEE WOOO bike se ctenccceghovasaee 1 
National Union of Steam Engi- 

SN eke cain gnnncdieees dee tecneeens 1 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers 1 
United Garment Workers of 

fe erec 2 
Granite Cutters National Union . 2 


American hate Glass Workers 
Union. ‘ a eet uexk eet 1 


Window Glass Flatteners Associa- 
tion of North America............ 1 


Window Glass Cutters League of 
America. 1 


United Hatters of North America 


i] 








Number 


of Votes 
for Each 


Deeg. 


7 


21 


94 


9 
a 


on 


30 
30 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES 





T. K. Garrity, 1342 Wood St., Coving- 
ton, Ky. 


Ben E. Perigny, 49 Bennett St. Boston, 
Mass. 


James E. Fitzgerald, 225 W. Twelfth 
St., Kansas City, Mo. 


J. F. Mulholland, 20! Auditorium 
Bldg., Toledo, O. 


John Slocum, 2443 Pennsylvania Av., 
Kansas City, Mo. 

John F. Tobin, 620 Atlantic Ave. ., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


Wm. J. Gilthorpe, 61 Wyandotte Bank 
Bldg., Kansas City, Kas 
{ Chas. F. Bechtold, 404 Market St., St. 
) _ Louis. Mo. 
— Zorn, 404 Market St., St. Louis, 
0. 
Luke Grant, 187 E. Washington St., 
Chicago, Ill. 
(P.J. a ee 124 N. Ninth St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
3] erry Lloyd, 308 Chestnut Av., Ja- 
{ maica Plains, Mass. 
O. E. Woodbury, 135 W. 60th St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 
(S.J. Kent, Lincoln. Neb. 
( Samuel Gompers, New York City. 
Thos. F. Tracy, 14 Hudson St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
{John C, marae. 151 Division Av., 


Geo. A. Whitaker, 50 W. Second 
| South St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 


ee. 2807 Champa St, Denver, 
fs) 


oO. 
James A. Cable, 917 Shawnee Av., Kan- 
sas City, Kan. 


C H. Adams, 2901 Summit St., Kansas 
City, Mo. 


F. B. Monaghan, 706 Parker St., Bos- 
ton, Mass, 
Isaac Cowen, ‘Cleveland Citizen,” 


(Samuel Autler, 7 E. 105th St., New 
; York, N. 
| Charles Ww. i 406 Laurel St., 
| Syracuse, N. Y. 
{ James Duncan, 2 N. Holiday St., Bal- 
timore, Md 
W. J. O’Brien, 885 Third Av., New 
York City. 
C. Dickens, 6th and Grant Sts., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


y—-~ 


Geo. L. Cake, Twelfth and Sarah Sts., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Jonn R. Speelman, Third Av. and 
Wood St., Pittsburg, Pa. 
)Wm.F. Leigh, Box 44, Bethel, Conn. 





( Martin Lawlor, Bethel, Conn. 














NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES 





ORGANIZATIONS. 





International Union of Journey- 
men Horseshoers........++.-2+.+0+ 


Hotel and Restaurant Em mprares 
International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders International League of 
BRROTICE 6s ccccnsess sevece sevsees 

Amalgamated Somentinn < - seges 
and Steel Workers.. 


Longshcremen's.. 


International 
Union 


United Brotherhood of Leather 
Workers on Horse Goods......... 





Association of.. 


International 
Machinists 


Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen of North 
BORO TICR, «0.05 0:0:60060 consceseseseves 


United Mine Workers of America 


Iron Moulders Union of America 


American Federation of Musicians 


Brotherhood of Painters and Dec- 
orators. of America ......... see. 
Patternmakers National League 
of America 


International Printing Pressmen's 
EEE *Shiesaa Sug .0as besceesp abe 5009 
United Association of Plumbers 
Gas Fitters. Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers........... 


National Steel and ay eg Plate 
Printers of the U. 

Amalgamated Prada  T 
Street Railway Employees..... 


International Seamen’s Union ... 


Union of 


Journeymen Tailors 
America 


National Union of TextileWorkers 
Theatrical Stage Employees Na- 
tianal Alliance 


National Tobacco Workers Union 
een 





NUMBER 
OF DELE- 
GATES. 


iM) 
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Number 
of Votes 
for Each |NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES 
| Delegate 
20 Joseph Cahill, 277 Twenty-Fourth St.. 
Chicago, Ill. 
25 Fred C. Dresler, 260 S. Clark St., Chi- 
cago, Ill 
80 t’. J. Shaffer, 108 4th Av., Pittsburg, Pa. 
80 Daniel J. Keefe, 3029 Lowe Av., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 
4 Chas. L. Contne. Tod Gibralter Bldg, 
Kansas City, M 
34 James O'Connell, 950 Monon Block, 
Chicago, Ill. 
33 Stuart Keid, Toledo, O. 
33 Geo. H. Warner, 5 Center St.. New 
York, N. Y. 
10 Homer D Call, 124 Linden St., Syra- 
cuse, if 
40 John Mitchell, Stey enson Building, 
Indianapolis, I nd. 
40 John M. Hunter, Stevenson Build- 
, ing, Indianapolis, Ind. 
40 | 'T. L. Lewis, Bridgeport. O. 
40 John Fahy, Stevenson Building, In- 
( dianapolis, Ind. 
40 { Martin Fox, Box 388, Cincinnati, O. 
40 ) Joseph F. Valentine, Box 388, Cin- 
;  cinnati, 
40 | David Black, Box 388, Cincinnati, O. 
30 [Owen Miller, 604 Market St., St. 
Louis, Mo 
30 ‘ Charles F. Habn, 83 E. Madison St., 
( Chicago, Ill. 
43 James H. Sullivan, 2 E. Center St., 
Baltimore, Md 
18 J. F. McBride, 1012 . * diated -Second 
89 St., Philadelphia, P 
( George F. Kenney, 0 Ohve St., New 
29 i York City 
“a } Robert Kelly, 962 Broadway, Somer- 
\ ville, Mass. 
40 John S. Kelley, 512 Ogden Building, 
Chicago, Ill. 
4 Charles T. Smith, Bureau of Engrav- 
ing and Printing, Washineton, D. C. 
30 W. D. Mahon, 41 Hodges Building, De- 
troit, Mich 
20 { Andrew F¥ uruseth S.E.Cor. East and 
} Mission Sts.. San Francisco. Cal. 
20 | Thomas J. Elderkin, 201 N. May St., 
\ Chicago, Il. 
25 { John B. Lennon, box 597, Blooming - 
} ton, Ill. 
25 ‘C. L. Bowman, care of O. P. Lundeen, 
| 1118 Grand Av., Kansas City, Mo 
25 Henry S. Mills, box 91, Lawrence, Mass. 
23 oly White, 312 N. 16th St., Kansas 
sity, Ka 
23 C2 iia 820 Mound St., St. 
} Louis. Mo. 
23 John Witzel, 547 Roselane St., Louis- 





J 
{ ville, Ky. 
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Number 
NUMBER) of Votes 
ORGANIZATIONS. OF DELE-| for Each | NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGA'ES 
GATES. | Delegate 
73 (Samuel B. Donnelly, DeSoto Block, 
‘ Indianapoles, Ind. 
ae) . Yh - 
International Typographical Un- P sg | rs Youu’ 18 Chambers 
SES NEHER AE SEES ESE S MAS SEER NH SORES 72 1 J. oo 215 Pearl St, Brooklyn, 
aN 
72 ; Frank Morrison, 276 Michigan Av., 
| Chicago, Ill 
26 (Thomas I. Kidd, 62 Girden City 
Amalgamated Woodworkers In- Block. Chicago, I1!. 
ternational Union of America.. 2 25 . R. Braunschweig, 602 Garden City 
| Block, Chicago, 11. 
Connecticut State Branch. ... .... 1 1 Hugh C. Shalvoy, 177 Main St., Dan- 
bury, Conn. 
Illinois State Branch.............++. 1 1 Adrian * Jones, Chicago Record, Chi- 
5 cago, Il. 
Massachusetts State Branch....... 1 1 > f.O’Sullivan, 9% TylerSt., Boston, 
Mass. 
Atlanta, Ga., Federation of Trades 1 1 Wm. Strauss, 39 Kelley St., Atlanta, 
Ga. 
Boston(Mass.)Central Labor Union | 1 D. D. Driscoll, 78 Ek, Canton St., Bos 
ton, Mass. 
Chicago (Ill.) Federation of Labor 1 1 P. F. Doy.e, 187 E. Washington St., 
Chicago, 111. 
Cincinnati (O.)Central Labor Coun- 
lias du cede eGeds: aakisnekaneeanes 1 1 Jacob. J. Schmalz, 1310 Main St, Cin- 
cinnati. O. 
Cleveland (O.)Central Labor Union 1 1 M. S. Haves. “Cleveland Citizen,” 
Cleve. and, O. 
Duluth (Minn.) Federated Trades 
PE visexiccs agcace euecencousnes 1 1 W. E. McEwen, Box 10, Duluth, Minn. 
Haverhill (Mass.) Central Labor 
CQ ae 1 1 James F. Carev. Haverhill, Mass. 
Ithaca (N.Y.) Central Labor Union i 1 John M. Rife, Aurora St., [thaca, N.Y. 
Kansas — = ile Trades As- 
sembly.. ; 1 1 Hugh Curry, 27 N. Sixth St., Kansas 
City, Kas. 
Kansas City (Mo.) ianiprnseievaiie Coun 
i. REE tls FEE RPE ERE? 1 1 M. F. Bradley. 1809 Locust St., Kansas 
® City, Mo. 
Kewanee (Ill.) Trades and Labor 
pte My PCE Se Pene 1 1 Geo. P. Keefer, Kewanee, IL. 
—— conn Central Labor 
MRKAS + P05 Maccdouicovacseqasnewnneet 1 1 Andrew J. Casey, 215 Chestnut St, 
Lawrence, Mass, 
Louisville (Ky.) Central Labor 
IN Sa Na Pncanenteeuvesve vo,.cnocaaes 1 1 Cyrus W. Coy, 622 Jeff. rson St., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 
Nashville (Tenn.) Trades and La- 
eT INSEE is, ice uveees. Renee cene 1 1 M. J. Noonan, 205% Church St., Nash- 
ville. Tenn 
Omaha (Neb ) Central Labor Union 1 1 M. Donnelly, Box 520, Omaha, Neb. 
Scranton (Pa.) Central LaborUnion 1 1 — D. Flaherty, Bx 447, Scranton, 
“% 
St.Louis (Mo ) Central Labor Union 1 1 — S. White, 1309 Pine St., St.Louis, 
oO. 
Washington (D. C.) Central satan ‘ 
SEES cits ReONes Re eNeenvedceces 1 1 J. F. McCormick, 35% Bates St., S. W., 
Washington, D.C. 
Blacksmiths” Helpers’ Union, 7009 1 1 Joseph Dugan, Moline, II. 
Federal Labor Union No. 5915...... 1 1 Geo. KE. McNeill, 88 Devonshire St., 
Boston. Mass. 
Federal Labor Union No. 6617...... 1 1 Chas. P_ Fahey, 702 Main St., Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 
Federal Labor Union No. 6635..... 1 1 J. V. Smith. oo E. Eleventh St., Kan- 
sas City, 
Federal Labor Union No. 6697..... 1 1 Stephen S. Boabright, 15 Mercer St., 
Cincinnati, O. 
Federal Labor Union No. 6808..... 1 1 H. E. Barrett. Middleton, Ind. 
Federal Labor Union, 6954.......... 1 13 Louis Jahns. Box 12u0 Moline, Il. 
Federal Labor Union, 6964. ....... 1 2 John Kirby. Ouray. Col 
Federal Labor Union, 7ulv......... 1 2 Wim. A. Lossie, Owensboro, Ky. 
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ia Numper | Number - 
ORGANIZATIONS. oF DELK- Sink NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 
a Veh = sesasinlanats Delegate | __ a 
Federal Labor Union, 7112.......... 1 1 John McNulty, South Omaha, Neb. 
Federal Labor Union, 7151......... 1 1 W. J. Blain, Hutchinson, Kan. 
Bridge and Structural Iron Work- , " a —— 
Crs, 6681 ..... .pnncowett STV Treas: 200 1 D. A. Cowan. 7608 S. Cartect St., St. 
Louis, Mo.. Care Mike Welsh. 
Marine and Stat. Firemen’s Union, 
5629 Leicninic @ hachine bis aban uch Sewace cess Laue 1 1 Peter Brush, 3606 S. Jefferson Ayv., St. 
Louis, Mo. 
Stationary Firemen’s Union, 6406.. 1. 1 C. L. Shamp, 720 Coy St., Kansas City, 
Kan 4 
| Aan. 
Stationary Firemen's Union, 6723.. 1 | 1 Harry W. Bausch, 1407 Newberry St., 
Toledo, O. 
Stationary Firemen’s Union, 6892.. 1 1 A.H. Piieman, 18388 Penn St., Kansas 
City, Mo. 
Stationary Firemen’'s Union, 7028.. 1 1 Joseph W. Morton, 70 N, Paulina St., 
Chicago, Ill. 
Hackmen’s Protective Uni >n, 6967. 1 | 1 Buchanan Keith,1721 Lake St.,Omaha, 
| Neb. 
Janitor’s and Elevatormen’s Alli- | 
NOs oa vias 46. 's.ske oneees cosess 1 1 Frank Brown 56% Charlotte St., Kan 
| sas City, Mo. 
Laborers’ Protective Union. 6730.. 1 | 1 George Henry, Helena, Mont 
Laundry Workers Union, 7095..... 1 J Michael Dalton, Peekskill, N. Y. 
Paving Department Ww orkers 
Union, 6751 ‘sue@etsens aba kbareceisen 1 3 James F. Timilty, 10 Cottage Place, 
Roxbury, Mass. 
Piano Makers and Piano Varnish ’ : 
PU OMER eiavepnen sec ctiap veneer ences 1 | 3 oe om 857 N. Irving Av., Chi- 
Solar Printers and oo rators | 
NTE x kisci.s. cau rhocakespeees 1 1 W. C. Mormon, 191 Hudson Av., Chi- 
| cago, Ill. 
Roofers Un'on, 5774....... 1 1 a> Santen. 2326 Terrace St., 
| cansas City, Mo. 
Sprinkler Fitters Union, 6087....... 1 1 M. J. = 223 W. Conpress St., Chi 
} cago 
Sprinkler Fitters Union, 6470.... . 1 | 1 P, J. Reynolds, 1000 Graton St., St. 
’ | Louis, Mo. 
OTe abil. _— epnenpercienid _— 1 1 Chas. F. Sefferien, 409 W. 39th St., New 
| | York City. 
Stone Masons Union, 7049..... ..... 1 | 1 ere aoe. 813 W. 12th St., Kansas 
| dity 
Teamsters Protective Union, 5872.. 1 | ? — Innis, 185 Orleans St., Detroit, 
Mich 
Teamsters Protective Union, 7083..| 1 | 1 |S. E, Simpson, Carlinsville. 111. 
Teamsters Union, 7135............. 1 | 1 we iceny og 1837 Washington St., 
| Kansas City 
Teamsters and Drivers Union, 7045 1 1 7 Bux, 323 So. Spring St., Bellville, 
] 
Tin Plate Workers Union, 6908..... 1 1 |W. O. Moore. 2111 So A St., Elwood, 
| |} Ind. 
Tin Plate Openers, 5011 ............. 1 | 2 Wm. Steadman, Elwood, Ind. 
Patent Machine Tinners, 693:7...... 1 | 2 | Castle —-- 31 Fro:t St.. New 
| | Osstle,Pa 
Patent Machine Tinners, 69x2.. .... 1 1 \John Rombold. New Castle. Pa. 
Tin Plate Workers. 69&4........ 1 1 |Hugh J. Scanlon, 161 Sycamore St., 
| Mt.Washington. Pittsburg, Pa. 
Tin Plate Workers, 7069............ 1 | 1 iChas. Lawyer, Atlanta, Ind. 
Zim Piate Workers, 7133 .. ........ 1 | 1 |Albert Fox, Gas City, tnd. 
| 
FRATERNAL DELEGATES: | | 
The Union Gongees of Great} ‘ 1 { William Inskip Great Britain. 
Britain........ renner Ts iis 2 | 
1 || William Thorn, Great Britain. 
Trade and Labor Congress of| | | 
PII n6s psi Deehecinee. Stes: 4004006 | 1 1 |David A. Carey, Toronto, Canada. 
‘ | 


The above list shows that 135 delegates were seated, 


representing 108 organizations— 


forty-seven international or national organizations, three state branches eighteen central 


bodies, and forty local unions. 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1898 


Report of Proceedings. 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session. 


Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 12, 1898. 
The Eighteenth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of convened at 
Strope’s Hall on the above date at 10 o’clock 
A. M. It was opened by President Gompers, 
who introduced Ford A. Allen, of Typographi- 
cal Union No. 80, who delivered the following 


address: 


Labor 


Mr. President and Delegates to the American 

Federation of Labor: 

In the name of intelligent unionism and of 
organized labor of Kansas City, we bid you 
welcome to a city that was built by honest 
toil, and that owes its prosperity to a host of 
working men and women. 

In the name of the Industrial Council, we 
bid you welcome to the most progressive city 
in the west—a city that is the second railroad 
center of the continent, the second cattle mar- 
ket of the world, with packing house plants 
and products that excel all, whose grain re- 
ceipts and shipments are exceeded by none, 
and with many other industries that give em- 
ployment to thousands. 

Ve bid you welcome to a city still in_ its 
infancy, yet a giant in its development. Situ- 
ated upon the banks of two rivers, it covers 
territory in two states, which are both fertile 
and prolific in agricultural and mineral pro- 
ducts, Kansas City is now the brightest munic- 
ipal star in the west—an oasis in the territory 
that, forty years ago, was called the Great 
American Desert. 

We bid you welcome to a city where eight 
hours constitute a legal day’s work; to a city 
and c country that recognize the union label. 

‘here are no people on earth more hospita- 
ble, generous and kind than Kansas _Cityans, 
and your presence is an honor that is appre 
ciated by all. We anticipate much good to the 
thousands of toilers, organized and wunorgan- 
ized, in the states of Missouri and Kansas 
from the meeting of your honorable body in 
this city. Representatives of all trades and 
callings, you wield a power for good that can 
spring from no other source. Educated in that 
school of experience, the trade a labor union, 





you are in touch with the plain people—the 
bulwark of the nation—and your actions will 
be a sure indication of their needs and re- 
quirements, 

Yours is a peaceable and a laudable mission. 
Your labors to improve the social condition of 
the wage-earners, to enable them to raise their 
standard of life, to guard the workers against 
enforced idleness, and to enjoy more leisure, 
have in some instances been rendered inoper- 
ative by the judicial decree of class legislation. 

very true friend of labor will welcome the 
time when the lawmakers of the land will be 
compelled to legislate in the interest of the 
whole people. Every friend of liberty will 
hail the day when the clause in the constitu- 
tion of our land relating to the organization of 
the United States courts may be amended, to 
the end that the un-American, life-tenure, 
office-holding judges will be elected by the 
people and for the people to a term not to ex- 
ceed eight or ten years. 

There are many measures 
that will command your attention. 
ers in the fields, in the workshops, in all call- 
ings, look to you to point the way. Their 
faith in you and the cause you represent is un- 
bounded, and that it is well founded is evi- 
denced by the positions in which they have 
placed you. 

That your visit to Kansas City will be profit- 
able to them and a pleasure to you is the 
earnest desire of the community in which you 
are to-day, not as strangers, but as brothers 
and co-workers in the cause of humanity. 


Mr. Ford A. 
the delegates, 
in part, 


of great moment 
The toil- 


Allen’s address was well re- 
and responded to by 
as follows: 


ceived by 
President Gompers, 


We are happy to-day to look out upon your 
wonderful young city with the realization that 
it represents a great triumph of labor. That 
such a city as this can be built in a short space 
of years is proof that American industry and 
energy can surmount anything. Where cities 
like this are built a lesson of the power of 
labor is laid down. That labor has made such 
an advance in Kansas City is a matter of gen- 
eral congratulation. That you have an eight- 








12 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS [1898 


hour workday, something that labor is strug- 
gling for everywhere, is proof that you are an 
advanced city. We can say for labor to-day 
that it is marching on, not, perhaps, as rapidly 
as has been the growth of this great city, but 
with steady steps, surely and certainly toward 
the goal of happiness. We have with us to-day 
representatives of labor who have come across 
the sea from England to mingle with us in our 
work for the upbuilding of labor. They come 
from the British Trades Union Congress to 
the court of labor in America. The treaties 
that they will ratify will be far greater than 
those signed by plenipotentiaries. 

President Gompers then declared the Fight- 
eenth Annual Convention called to order to 
transact the business which may come before it. 

Mr. M. F. Bradley, on behalf of the Indus- 
trial Council of Kansas City, Mo., presented a 
gavel to President Gompers. 

President Gompers announced the appoint- 
ment of Ford A. Allen, Assistant Secretary; 
Ed. J. Stine, Messenger, and John Hanks, 
Sergeant-at-Arms, subject to the approval of 
the convention at a later hour. 

Thomas F. Tracy, for the Committee on 
Credentials, reported as follows: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Eighteenth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of [.: 
Your Committee on Credentials having at- 

tended to their duty, desire to report as fol- 

lows: 

We have examined the credentials of the 
following, and recommend that they be seated: 

American Agents’ Association, Tam R. Gar- 
rity, 7 votes. 

Journeyme n Bakers’ and Confectioners’ In- 
ternational Union, Ben E. Perigny, 21 votes. 

Journeymen Barbers’ National Union, James 
E. Fitzgerald, 30 votes. 

International oe of Bicycle Workers, J. 
F. Mulholland, 7 vote 

International iosiovheed of Blacksmiths, 
John Slocum, 3 votes. 

Zoot and Shoe Workers, John F. Tobin, 94 
votes 

Brotherhood of mga and Iron Ship 
Builders, Wm. J. Gilthrope, 22 votes. 

National Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, Julius Zorn, Charles F. Bechtold, 100 
votes. 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners, Luke Grant, 16 votes. 

United Brotherhod of Carpenters and Join- 
ers, P. J. McGuire, Henry Lloyd, O. E. 
Woodbury, S. J. Kent, 200 votes. 

Cigarmakers International Union, Samuel 
Gompers, Thomas F. Tracy, John C. Dernell, 
George A. Whitaker, 266 votes. 

Retail Clerks’ National Protective Associa- 
tion of the United States, Max Morris, 50 
votes, 

Coopers’ International Union, James A. 
Cable, 15 votes. 

National Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
C. H. Adams, 20 votes. 

National Union of Steam Engineers, F. B. 
Monaghan, 12 votes. 

United Garment Workers of America, Sam- 
uel, Autler, Edward B. Sabine, 43 votes. 

Amalgamated Society of Engineers, Isaac 
Cowen, 19 votes. 


Granite Cutters’ National Union, James Dun- 
can, W. J. O’Brien, 46 votes. 

Window Glass’ Fasteners’ Association of 
North America, George L,. Cake, 5 votes. 

Window Glass Cutters’ League of America, 
John R. Speelman, 8 votes. 

United Hatters of North America, William 
F. Leigh, Martin Lawyer, 60 votes. 

International Union of Journeymen Horse 
shoers, Joseph Cahill, 20 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ National 
Alliance, ete., Fred C. Dresler, 25 votes. 

Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel 
Workers, Theodore J. Shaffer, 80 votes, 

International longshoremen’s Union, Daniel 
J. Keefe, 80 votes. 

United Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods, Charles I,. Conine, 4 votes. 

Internation: ul Association of Machinists, 
James O’Connell, Stuart Reid, George H. 
Warner, 100 votes. 

Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen of North America, Homer D. Call, 
10 votes. 

United Mine Workers of America, John Mit- 
chell, John M. Hunter, T. L. Lewis, John 
Fahy, 160 votes. 

Iron Moulders’ Union of America, David 
Black, Joseph F. Valentine, Martin Fox, 120 
votes. 

American Federation of Musicians, Owen 
Miller, Charles F. Hahn, 60 votes. 

Brotherhood of Painters and Decorators of 
America, James H. Sullivan, 43 votes. 

Pattern Makers’ National League of Amer- 
ica, J. F. McBride, 13 votes. 

United Association of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers, John S$. Kelly, 40 
votes. 

International Printing Pressmen’s Union, 
George L,. Kenney, Robert Kelley, 58 votes. 

National Steel and Copper Plate Printers _ 
United States of America, Charles T. Smith, 
votes. 

Amalgamated Assoeiation of Street Railway 
Employees, W. D. Mahon, 30 votes. 

International Seamen’s Union, Andyew Furu- 
seth, Thomas J. Elderkin, 40 votes. 

Journeymen’s Tailors Union of America, 
John B. Lennon, C. L. Bowman, 50 votes. 

Theatrical Stage Employees’ National Alli- 
ance, John W. White, 23 votes. 

National Tobacco Workers’ Union of Amer- 
ica, Jerry Donohue, John Witzel, 46 votes. 

International Typographical Union, Samuel 
RB. Donnelly, Eugene F. O’Rourke, J. G. Cain, 
Frank Morrison, 289 votes. 

National Union of Textile Workers, Henry 
S. Mills, 36 votes 

Amalgamated Wood Workers’ International 
Union of America, Thomas I. Kidd, Richard 
Braunchweig, 51 votes. 

Rlacksmiths’ Helpers’ Union 7009, Joseph 
Dugan, Moline, Ill, 1 vote. 

Federal Tabor Union so1s5, George FE. Me- 
neill, 83 Devonshire St., Boston, Mass., 1 Wote. 

Federal Labor Union 6617, Charles P. Fa 
hey, 702 Main St., Nashville, Tenn., 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union 6635, J. V. Smith, 804 
Kast rith St., Kansas City, Mo., 1 vete. 

Federal Labor Union 6697 Stephen S. Bon- 
bright, 15 Mercer St., Cincinn: ati, O., 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union 6808, H. E. Barrett, 
Middletown, Ind., 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union 6954, Louis Jahns, Box 
1200, Moline, Ill., 13 votes. 

Federal Labor Union 6964, John Kirby, 
Ouray, Colorado, 2 votes. 
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Federal Labor Union 7o10, William A. Los- Central Labor Union, Boston, D. D. Driscoll, 
sie, Owensboro, Ky., 1 vote. I vote. 

Federal Labor Union 7112, John MecNulta, Central Labor Union, Cincinnati, O., J. J. 
South Omaha, Neb., 1 vote. Schmalz, 1 vote. ec 

Federal Labor Union 7151, W. J. Blain, Federated Trades Assembly, Duluth, W. E. 
Hutchinson, Kan., 1 vote. McEwen, 1 vote. 

Marine and Stationary Firemen 5626, Peter Central Labor Union, Haverhill, Mass., J. 
Brush, Jr., 3506, South Jefferson avenue, St. F. Carey, 1 vote. 

Louis, Mo., 1 vote. Industrial Council, Kansas City, Mo., M. F. 

Stationary Firemen’s Union 6406, C. L. Bradley, 1 vote. i 
Shamp, 720 Coy St., Kansas City, Kan., 1 vote. Central Labor Union, Lawrence, Mass., A. 

Stationary Firemen’s Union 6723, Harry W. J. Casey, 1 vote. 

Bausch, 1047 Newberry St., Toledo, O., 1 vote. Central Labor Union, Omaha, Neb., M. Don- 

Stationary Firemen’s Union 68092, A. H nelly, 1 vote. 

Plieman, 1838 Penn St., Kansas City, Mo., 1 Central Trades and Labor Council, St. Louis, 
vote. Mo., John White, 1 vote. 

Stationary Firemen’s Union 7028, joseph W. Central Labor Union, Washington, D. C., 
Morton, 70 North Paulina St., Chicago, IIL, he on 1 vote. 

1 vote. Central Labor Union, Louisville, Ky., C. W. 

Hackmen’s Protective Union 6067, Buchanan Coy, 1 vote. 

Keith, 1721 Lake St., Omaha, Neb., 1 vote. Trades and Labor Assembly, Kewanee, III, 

Janitor and Elevator Men’s Alliance 7102, George P. Keefer, 1 vote. 

Frank Brown, 567 Charlotte St., Kansas City, Trades and Labor Council, Nashville, Tenn., 
Mo., 1 vote. M. J. Noonan, 1 vote. 

Laborers’ Protective Union 6730, George Central Labor Union, Scranton, Pa.,°M. D. 
Henry, Halena, Mont., 1 vote. Flaherty, 1 vote. 

Laundry Workers’ Union 7095, Michael Dal- Federation of Trades, Atlanta, Ga., William 
ton, care of C. A. Sharpe, 133 Smith St., Strauss, 1 vote. 

Peekskill, N. Y., 1 vote. ee er Trades Assembly, Kansas City, Kan., Hugh 

Paving Department Workers’ Union, 6751, Curry, 1 vote . 

James F. Timility, 10 Cottage place, Roxbury, Tri-City Blacksmith’s Helpers, J. Dugan, 1 
Mass., 5 votes. : ’ 

Piano Makers and Piano Varnish Finishers, ver - scene. Betlevill Ill.. M 
7143, Charles Dold, 857 North Irving avenue, . Teamsters and Drivers, Belleville, aa 
Chicago, Ill., 3 votes; protested. Bux, 1 vote. 

Solar Printers’ and Operators’ Union 7120, Fraternal dele gates from: ‘ , 
W. C. Morman, 191 Hudson avenue, Chicago, Dominion of Canada Trades Congress, David 
Ill.. 1 vote. A. Carey, 1 vote. 

Roofers’ Union 5774, G. G. Snedegar, 2326 British Trade Congress, William Inskip and 
Terrace St., Kansas Citv, Mo., 1 vote. William Thorn, 2 votes. 

sake Fitters’ Union 6087, M, J. O'Neill, The following credentials were protested: 

28 West Congress St.. Chicago, Tll., 1 vote. C. Bechtold and J. Zorn, United Brewery 

Sprinkler Fitters’ Union 6479, P. J. Rey- Workers’ National Union. 
nolds, 1000 Grattan. St., St. Louis, Mo., 1 vote. P. F. Doyle, Chicago Federation of Tabor. 

Sprinkler Pine Fitters’ and Helpers’ Union Max S. Hayes, Cleveland Central Labor 
6840, Charles F. Sefferren, 409 West 30th St., Uiton 
—_ York, N. Y.. 1 vote, ar ea M. Donnelly, Omaha Central Labor Union. 

Stonemasons’ Union 7049, David Maher, 813 sii 1 | 1. 

West 12th St., Kansas City, Mo., 1 vote. oa tan Ii ge eee es 

“as ethane tea’ ais r. F. TRACY, Chairman, 

Railway ‘Teamsters’ Protective Wnion 5872, - - 

George Innis, Detroit. Mich., 2 votes. idan LHOLLAND, a 

Teamsters’ Protective Union 7083, S. FE. SEE DP, CUE VECKCUTY. 
Simpson, Collinsville, Ill., 1 vote. On motion, report of committee was received 


Teamsters Union 7135, John Callahan, 1837 


nd delegates seated. 
Washineton St., Kansas City, Mo., 1 vote. Se ee 





Tin Plate Workers’ Union’ 6908, William O. President Gompers, on behalf of the Execu- 
Moore, 2111 South A St., Elwood, Ind., 2 “ , 3 
votes. tive Council, reported that they had consid- 

Tin Plate Openers’ Union 6914, William ered the grievance of the waiters, and had sug- 
Steadman, Elwood, Ind., 1 vote. o gested that each party to the controversy 

Patent Machine Tinners’ Union 6947, George eae : ciaare 4 Wexuiten’. Ccnpiail 
Powell, 31 South Front St., New Castle, Pa., name two members, the Executive unc 
2 votes. naming the fifth, forming a board of investiga- 
: Patent Machine Tinners’ Union 6982, John tion and arbitration, which should hear both 

lew (Cz 5 ’ rote A . F . 
Rombold, New ¢ astle J Pa., 1 vote. sides of the controversy, each side binding 

Tin Plate Workers’ Union 6984, Hugh r. itself aN ete Be: aihas: ecicdiuian cies his! Baal, 
Scanlon, 161 Sycamore St., Mount Washing itselt to abide by the nnding of the ee ae 
ton, Pittsburg, Pa., 1 vote. conformity with this understanding, J. F. O’- 
' Tin —_ bids +H Union 7969, Charles Sullivan and T. L. Lewis were selected by the 
<awyer, Atlanta, Ind., 1 vote. Hotel and Rest > ee ste 

- ; “re . anc estaurant Employees, etc., and 

Tin Plate Workers’ Union 7123, Albert Fox, Ohnen While 1 Willi =< he cen tat 
Gas City, Ind., 1 vote. wen . lller anc 1 ec w 2 er y 10se 

Connecticut State Branch, H. C. Shalvey, 1 preferring charges against the National organ- 
vote, ization and its officers, the Executive Council 

we State Branch, Adrian M. Jones, 1 selecting John C. Dernell as fifth man. The 
vote. : “ : « . 

Massachusetts State Branch, John F. O’Sul- recommendation of the Executive Council was 
livan, 1 vote. concurred in, 
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Delegate Dernell moved that the appointment Committee on Rules or Order of Business— 
“ > Kk eas ee 
of assistant secretary, messenger and sergeant- James H. Sullivan, B. E. Perigny, Isaac Cowen, 
alte. dhe Weeden’ Gomocre i ‘ ia R. Braunschweig, James FE. Fitzgerald, Joseph 
at-arms by Presiden sompers be approved. Skil. teary & Sills 
Carried. 


Delegate Duncan moved that the officers sub 
Delegate Mahon moved that the report of the mit their report at once. Adopted by a vote of 


officers be taken up immediately after the re- 53 ayes; 42 noes, 

convening of the convention in the afternoon. President Gompers called Vice-President 
President Gompers appointed the following Duncan to the chair, and then read the fol- 

Committee on Rules: lowing report: 


PRESIDENT GOMPERS REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Kighteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Permit me, on behalf of the wage-earners of our country, to extend to you a hearty welcome 
to this annual convention of the A. F. of L. In extending this welcome in the name of all the 
wage-earners, [ feel confident that I speak by authority. That the organized wage earners are 
interested in our movement is best shown by their increasing intelligence on behalf of, and activ- 
ity in, the great cause we have the honor to represent, and the splendid attendance through their 
representatives at this convention. As for those workers who are not affiliated, we have reason 
to know that they look expectantly and yearningly to us, in the hope that we may be so guided 
by wisdom and foresight as to give them the opportunities to organize and partake ‘of that greater 
freedom and advantage resultant from organization. That they place their hopes in our organi- 
zation and our movement, is clearly manifested by the appeals which they invariably make to us 
whenever they are involved in any conflict. 

The men who think clearly and generate their thoughts into action, who protest against injus- 
tice and wrong in any and every form; the men whose hours are too long and those workless 
workers; those who have watched the great development of industry and concentration of wealth. 
who have seen the invention and development of machinery and the application of the forces of 
steam and electricity to industry and commerce; the overburdened workingwomen and the chil- 
dren of the poor, often dragged into the factory and workshop when they should bein the home, 
the schoolroom and the playground; every lover of justice and right, every philanthropist, all 
have their eyes riveted upon the work of this convention. The hopes of all are aroused that the 
great work of labor reform and labor’s emancipation may receive an impetus and an advance, 
and that the dawn of a brigther day may appear, for which the hopes and struggles of humanity 
have been nurtured and undertaken from time immemorial; in their name in the name of al!— 
I bid you welcome. 

The law requires your President to give a resume of the work of the year in his report. How 
impossible that is, no one realizes better than myself. A thousand and one incidents arise requir- 
ing constant attention, which cannot be collated, reported upon or even referred to without mak- 
ing this report so voluminous that its length would render its reading impracticable or nearly impos- 
sible. Only a few of the more important matters are therefore recorded here. To the worker 
in and the student of our movement, the correspondence and our publications would prove of 
vital interest. A number of the details connected with our movement is contained in the Execu- 
tive Council’s report. 


TRADE UNIONS—THEIR PHILOSOPHY. 


In the early days of our movement we had a declaration in our organization that defense of 
trade unions was unnecessary. In this declaration we were supported by the historic develop- 
ment of the labor movement, justified by all laws of natural growth, by industrial, economic and 
social conditions. Though there is no alteration requiring a modification of our attitude, in so 
far as the unquestionable basis of the trade unions is concerned, certain elements have arisen 
and taken our failure to defend the trade unions as a confession of the untenableness of trade 
unions and trade union action. It is true that the work, the onward march, the progr the suc 
cess attending our movement, are in themselves a defense; yet our silence has been interpreted 
as a confession of weakness. 

The trade unions are the legitim ate outgrowth of modern societary and industrial conditions, 
They are not the creation of any man’s brains. They are organizations of necessity. They were 
born of the necessity of the workers to protect and defend themselves from encroachment, injus- 
tice and wrong. They are the organizations of the working class, for the working class, by the 
working class; grappling with economic and social problems as they arise, dealing with them in a 
practical manner to the end that a solution commensurate with the interests of all may be 
attained. 

From hand labor in the home to machine and factory labor witnessed the transition from 
the trade guilds to the trade unions; with the concentration of wealth and the development of 
industry, the growth from the local to the National and the International unions, and the closer 
affiliation of all in a broad and comprehensive federation. 

There are some who, dissatisfied with what they term the slow progress of the labor movement 
would have us hasten it by what they lead themselves to believe is a shorter route. No intelli- 
gent workman who has passed years of his life in the study of the labor problem, expects to wake 
up any fine morning to find the hopes of these years realized over night, and the world on the 
flood-tide of the millennium. With the knowledge that the past tells us of the slow progress of 
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the ages, of trial and travail, mistakes and doubts yet unsolved; with the history of the working 
class bedewed with the tears of a thousand generations and tinged with the life-blood of the 
numberless martyrs, the trade unionist is not likely to stake his future hopes on the fond chance 
of the many millions turning philosophers in the twinkling of an eye. 

Much of our misery as enforced wage-workers springs, not so much from any power exerted 
by the “upper” or ruling class, as it is the result of the ignorance of so many in our own class 
who accept conditions by their own volition. The more intelligent, realizing their inability to 
create a millennium, will not descend to trickery or juggling with terms. They seek to benefit 
themselves and their fellow men through trade unions and trade union action, and by bearing 
the brunt, be in the vanguard in the cause, and hasten on the process of education that will fit 
humanity even to recognize the millennium when it arrives. 

Each ism has stood but as an evanescent andirisdescent dream of poor humanity groping 
blindly in the dark for its ideal; and it has caused many a heart-wrench to relegate some idealism 
to movements which do not move, to the dead ashes of blasted hopes and promises 

Throughout all these dreams and hopes and fears and attacks, vituperation and_misrepresenta- 
tion, the trade unionists have plodded along their weary way since the miner of Laurium, three 
thousand years ago, laid down his pick; and, though phantasmagorias and dreams have lived and 
died, the wage-earners, with pick and shovel, with hammer and saw and plane, with hands on the 
lever of the highest developed machines, kept, and keeps, organizing and plodding along toward 
better conditions of life. 

The trade unions not only discuss economics and social problems, but deal with them in a 
practical fashion calculated to bring about better conditions of life today, and thus fit the workers 
for the greater struggles for amelioration and emancipation yet to come. 

No one having any conception of the labor problems—the struggles of life—would for a 
moment entertain the notion, much less advise the workers, to abstain from the exercise of 
their political rights and their political power. On the contrary, trade union action upon the 
surface is economic action, yet there is no action which the trade unions can take but which in its 
effect is political. 

But, in the exercise of the political power of the workers, that is, the casting of the 
ballot, we are sometines urged to throw to the winds the experience and the tangible results 
of ages, and to hazard the interests of labor in a new era of political partisanship. 

fe want le gislation in the interest of labor; we want legislation executed by labor men; we 
want trade unionists in Congress and more trade unionists in the state leg islatures, in our 
municipal councils and in our executive offices; we want trade unionists on the magisterial 
benches, and those convinced of the justice of our cause, with the courage of their convictions, 
in the highest offices of our land. We shall secure them, too, by acting as trade unionists 
rather than turning our trade unions into. partisan ward clubs. 

Our movement is of the wage-earning class, recognizing that class interests, that class 
advancement, that class progress is best made by working class trade union action. That we < a 
receive the co-operation of others, goes without saying; but it is only as the trade unions 
grow in numbers, in power and in intelligence, all we disenthrall the minds and freedom of 
action of sympathizers with our cause, who glz adly await the hour to place the best sheaves of 
their laurels of learning at the feet of the advancing hosts of organized labor. 

Spencer has said that it has always been the remnant in society which has saved it from re- 
action of barbarism. ‘To-day modern society is beginning to realize that trades unions are the 
only hope of our civilization and to regard them as the only power whose mission is to evolve 
order out of our social chaos to save us from reaction, brutality and perhaps barbarism. Our 
progress may he slow, vet it is the fastest, the safest and hest evolved from the human mind; 
and even in its present form, is the germ of a future state which all will hail with glad acclaim. 
Then to nurture it, to concentrate our energies in order that its progress may te sure that its 
advancement may be unimpeced, that its development may be unrestricted and its success unim- 
paired, is the duty of every intelligent worker, every lover of the human race. 

The toilers of our country look to you to devise the ways and means by which a more thor- 
ough organization of the wage earners may be accomplished, and to save our children in their 
infancy from being forced into the maelstrom of wage slavery. Let us see to it that they are 
aot dwarfed in body and mind, or brought to a premature death by early drudgery, to give them 
the sunshine of the school room and play ground instead of the factory and the workshop. To 
protect the workers in their inalienable rights to a higher and better life; to protect them, not only 
as equals before the law, but also in their rights to the product of their labor; to protect their 
lives, their limbs, their health, their homes, their firesides, their liberties as men, as workers, and 
as citizens; to overcome and conquer prejudice and antagonism; to secure to them the right to 
life, and the’ opportunity to maintain that life; the right to be full sharers in the abundance 
which is the result of their brain and brawn, and the civilization of which they are the 
founders and the mainstay; to this the workers are entitled beyond the cavil of a doubt. 
With nothing less ought they, or will they, be satisfied. The attainment of hve is the glorious 
mission of the trades unions. No higher or nobler mission ever fell to the lot of a people 
than that committed to the working class—a class of which we have the honor to be members. 














GROWTH OF UNIONISM AND FEDERATION. 


It is a matter for genuine gratification that, notwithstanding public interest during the past 
year has been centered upon the war with Spain, organization of the workers has not lagged. 
During the year 203 charters were issued directly from the American Federation of Labor. 


Of this number nine were granted to National and Internz ational unions, as follows: Mosaic 
and Encaustic Tile Layers’ and Helpers’ International Union; Building Laborers’ Inter 
national Protective Union of America; International Brotherhood of Bookbinders; Inter 


national Wood Carvers’ Association of North America; Window Glass Flatteners’ Association 
of North America; Window Glass Cutters’ League of America; Pe metro Society of Engi- 
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neers; National Steel and Copper Plate Printers of the United States; Trunk and Bag Workers’ 
International Union of America. Twelve charters were issued to the following city central 
bodies: Sacramento, Cal.; Memphis, Tenn.; Galveston, Tex.; Lowell, Mass.; Fairmount, 
Ind.; Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.; Collinsville, Ill.; Atlanta, Ga.; Bay City, Mich.; Schenectady, 
N. Y.; Port Huron, Mich.; Elgin, Ill. And 182 charters to local trade unions and Federal 
Labor Unions. 
There are now in direct affiliation with the A. F. of I 
National and International unions (with 10,500 local unions attached)..... 67 





State Federations........ 

City Central labor unions and ‘ti 
Local trade unions (having no 
Feceral Labor unions........ 





Fifty affiliated Nationals report 527 charters granted to local unions, and our organizers 
report that they have organized and secured charters from other National and International 
unions for 150 local unions during the past year. These figures, which do not complete the 
field, show 880 local unions organized and chartered during the year. 

t is an attestation of the better conception and performance of our duties that to-day we 
have a larger number of National and International unions than have ever before existed in our 
country, and that the trade unions are growing day by day. Your attention is invited to the 
figures regarding the organization of labor in an article contributed by J. W. Sullivan in the 
current issue of the American Federatignist. 

Efforts were made to organize a number of National unions from among the Tin Plate 
Workers, Stationary Firemen, Laundry Workers’ and Teamsters’ and Drivers’ unions. Delegates 
from two of these branches of trade are at present in this city, with the purpose of telagine 
such National unions into existence. 

It is regretable that there are still some National trade unions unaffiliated with the A. F. of L. 
Among the number are the various brotherhoods and orders of steam raiload employees, the 
Bricklayers’ and Masons’ International Union, and the Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers. The 
hope was entertained that the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen would have been the first 
among the steam railroad employees’ organizations to become affiliated, and thus lead the van 
and give encouragement to the other brotherhoods and orders to follow in their wake. John P. 
Lennon attended the convention of the Bricklayers and Masons, but he was unable to pursuade 
the convention to favorable action. The Sheet Metal Workers were once affiliated, and there is 
nothing now standing against their again allying themselves with our Federation. I recommend 
that the incoming officers renew their efforts to secure the affiliation of all bona fide organizations 
of labor, and that, if expedient, representatives meet with the officers of the organizations re- 
ferred to, and attend their conventions, with the view of attaining the result so much to be 
desired and so calculated to advance the interests of all labor. 





WITHDRAWAL DEFEATED. 


During the year two of our affiliated National organizations—the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America and the International Typographical Union—voted upon 
propositions to withdraw from the A. F. of L. In the former at its convention, but five votes 
were recorded in its favor; in the latter, by referendum vote, the proposition was overwhelm- 
ingly negatived. During the pendency of these propositions, however, they were hailed with 
considerable glee by those opposed to the integrity and solidarity of our movement, and who 
entertained the hope that the disintegration of the federated trade union of America had set in. 
We are all aware that our Federation has not reached a state of perfection. Who among us as 
individuals, much less as local, national, or international unions, has reached that stage? Trade 
unionists regard it as morally wrong for any wage-earner to leave the union of his trade, or a 
local union to leave its national; and if this position be true, then it is equally morally wrohg 
for any organization to hold aloof or to withdraw from the family of trade unions under the 
banner of the American Federation of Labor. If we realize that improvements are necessary in 
our local or National unions, or in our Federation, it becomes our duty to endeavor to pursuade 
our fellows to our better thought; but to withdraw from our unions or from our Federation is 
tantamount to dividing our forces in the face of the enemy; of a military regiment resolving 
upon disbanding upon a declaration of war. The determination of the organizations to remain 
in full fellowship, to endeavor to strengthen and improve the Federation as consistently and as 
speedily as time, opportunity and circumstances admit, is the best evidence of the potency and 
growing intelligence of our fellow unionists, and will contribute much toward solidifying the 
ranks of labor. 


LOCAL TRADE UNIONS. 


As this report indicates, there are 315 local trade unions unattached to National or Inter- 
national unions, but directly ‘affiliate with us, and in all matters affecting their trade interests, dis- 
putes and adjustments, they hold the same relative position to the officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor as do the local unions of our affiliated National and International. Their 
affairs require constant care and attention, and it is with a great deal of satisfaction that I am 
enabled to report substantial progress gained by these unions, often by their own action, and still 
more so by the co-operation of the officers of our Federation. Many of them have been brought 
into existence out of 


OUR FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 


As will be observed, we have 109 Federal Labor Unions, several of them numbering between 
500 and 2,500 members. These unions have performed excellent work in the interest of their 
members, and have often proven valuable adjuncts to our movement. It is the constant aim to 
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form trade unions from among those members who follow one trade or occupation, and_greater 
success in this work along this line was achieved during the past year than formerly. There is 
a better appreciation of our purpose in the formation of Federal Labor Unions; that in the 
splendid work they are doing to advance the interest of their members and labor in general 
they shall also be A recruiting stations of the trade unions. 

ln a previous report, attention was called to the difficulty which is experienced by reason of 
the false notions which some of our Federal Labor Unions entertain regarding the character 
of their membership. It is not an easy matter to convince many of them that it is essential to 
their permanancy and success, as well as to that of the entire movement, that their membership 
shall consist of wage-earners exclusively. Some business men, moved by sympathy, and perhaps 
more often by business tact; some politicians, scenting an opportunity for popularity, often make 
professions of profound sympathy with the labor movement; and the experience of some of our 
Federal Labor Unions leads them to disregard the lessons which have been dearly paid for, and 
admit to membership persons entirely ineligible. Whenever such a state of affairs has existed 
and been made known to headquarters, the defect was sought to be remedied. In some instances, 
however, the unions i.e and controlled by the element referred to have refused to comply 
with the laws of the A. F. of L., and their charters were revoked. 

It is not amiss to kh. that we do not necessarily regard every business man or every politician 
as the enemy of our organization or of our movement; but, in the conduct of the affairs of 
our organization, we insist upon considering and determining our course without let or hindrance, 
or influence of any character outside of that judgment which we ourselves form. If others than 
 anasgatconcl have any true interest in, and sympathy with, the progress and success of the 
labor movement, they may give it all the encouragement and aid they can; but they will best 
attest the sincerity of their motives by abstaining from any effort to influence our councils or 
control our actions within the precincts of the meeting room of our organizations. 











SECTIONAL DIVISION HURTFUL AND UNSUCCE 


Attention was called in the report last year to what threatened to be a division of the labor 
movement upon sectional lines. A convention was called with that purpose in view, and but 
one organization theretofore affiliated with the A. F. of L.—the Western Federation of Miners— 
gave it countenance. A few local organizations of the far west sent delegates, but found them- 
selves overwhelmed in numbers by the delegates from the miners. It is a tribute to the 
intelligence and principle of our fellow-unionists of the west that they have, with very few 
exceptions, declared their purpose to maintain the unity and solidarity of our movement, regard- 
less of geographical lines. The enemies of our cause do not permit local prejudice or pride to 
interfere with whatever may promote their interests; they are not only combined in their inter- 
state, but too often in their international, interests. It seems that the workers should certainly 
not fail to realize how important is the recognition by them that only by unity and solidarity is 
there is any hope for protection and progress now and freedom and justice in the future. It is 
not too much to entertain the hope that the Western Federation of Miners will soon conclude 
that the best interests of labor can be subserved by their affiliation with our movement, and we 
should exert themselves to convince them of that fact, and take every action within our power to 
pursuade them to conform to it. 


GROWTH OF INTERNATIONALITY. 


With the view of a closer bond of sympathy and unity among the organized workers of the 
different countries, correspondence with many of them has been maintained, and entered into with 
a number of others. We should endeavor by every means within our power to cultivate 
fraternal feeling and interest in the welfare of the wage-earners of all countries, to aid and 
encourage every movement calculated to materially, morally, and socially improve the conditions 
of the workers, no matter where they may be located, and particularly to lend that aid which 
may be in our power to those who show a disposition to stand upon the common polity of our 
movement. 

From the officers of our affiliated unions come the satisfactory reports that they are in 
closer touch with their fellow trade unionists everywhere; and it is additionally gratifying 
that the mutual recognition, exchange, and acceptance of union cards is being adopted inter- 
nationally. 

With each step taken in the direction to cement the bond of fraternity and the recognition 
of the principle of solidarity in the international labor movement, we shall not only help to bear 
each other’s burdens, but continually make those burdens lighter, and be the lever ‘for that inter- 
national brotherhood. of man when the wars of nations shall be a thing of the past, and the 
song of the poet, the dream of the philosopher, and the hope of the philanthropist and human- 
itarian be achieved. 

Our fraternal delegates to the British Trade Union Congress, James Duncan and Harry 
Lloyd, report that the greetings which they received at the hands of their fellow trade unionists 
abroad were of a marked, generous and gratifying character. Their report, a most interesting 
document will be submitted to you. We have with us to- day the returned fraternal delegates 
from the British Trade Union Congress to our convention, William Inskip and William Thorn, 
men who have given the best years of their lives to the organization of the workers and the 
uplifting of the masses of labor. 

For the first time, the convention last year elected a fraternal delegate to the Trade and 
Labor Congress of Canada, Thomas I. Kidd, who, too, reports the cordiality of his greeting, 
and the interest in his mission. Our Canadian fellow unionists have honored us by electing a 
delegate to attend this convention in the person of D. A. Carey. It should require no words 
at my hands that our fraternal delegates are heartily welcome; that their stay among us may be 
full of interest to them and of advantage to our common cause. 
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TEXTILE WORKERS’ STRIKES. 





While the convention at Nashville was still in session, it was announced that the textile 
manufacturers of New England were about to order a reduction of wages, and, in compliance 
with the general wish then prevailing, the officers were instructed to render every service within 
their power to the textile operatives, should the reduction be insisted upon, and an effort made 
to resist its enforcement. Upon the time declared, the reduction was made and the situation 
made more acute by the textile workers of Fall River accepting the reduction without protest. 
This encouraged the other textile manufacturers of New England to insist upon a like reduction, 
and made resistance on the part of their employees much more difficult. The New Bedford 
operatives struck work. The officers of the Cotton Mule Spinners’ National Association and the 
National Union of Textile Workers of America appealed to the Executive Council for such 
assistance as could be rendered. ‘Two organizers were appointed for the purpose of organizing 
the textile workers and otherwise aiding them to the best of their ability. By direction of the 
Executive Council, your President went into the district and counseled with the representatives 
of the operatives, delivering public addresses with a view to encouraging and organizing 
them. I called and had a conference with more than thirty representatives of the labor move- 
ment of New England, and issued another call for the purpose of laying the basis for a more 
general organization of the textile workers, and the means by which funds could be collected 
to aid them in their contest. 

The report is made to you with regret that the strike failed in its purpose; but to no one 
familiar with the o_o and conditions could any other result have been secured. As 
already stated, the Fall River operatives had accepted the reduction. This had a dampening 
effect upon the operatives of New Bedford, and gave a corresponing element of strength to their 
employers. Then, again, the operatives of New Bedford, other than the cotton mule spinners, 
were comparatively unorganized; and those that were organized were in a so-called local inde- 
ee union, having neither connection with the Textile Workers National Union nor with the 
A. F. 

heat from this, persons presuming to speak as friends of labor, carrying with them a halo 
which they don at convenient periods in order to give themselves the appearance of sancity, 
wisdom and honesty, the representatives of the Socialist Political Party went to New Bedford 
on repeated occasions, and, in fact, kept one of its representatives at New Bedford during 
a long period of the strike, held daily meetings with but one particular, avowed purpose in mind, 
the spread of dissatisfaction and discouragement among the strikers, exultingly predicting defeat, 
hoping and working to accomplish that end, throwing every obstacle in the way of those who 
were endeavoring to make the best struggle possible, using the same arguments as the employers, 
indulging in the most malicious misrepresentations of the motives of the men who were aiding 
the contestants, and cunningly sought to create suspicion of the motives and work of trade 
unionists. No wonder, then, that what was at best a difficult battle to fight was made additionally 
burdensome and hopeless through such rank treachery to the cause of labor. 

Notwithstanding the fact that none of the striking textile workers, other than the mule 
spinners were attached to any organization affiliated with the A. F. of L., appeals for financial 
assistance were issued broadcast; committees were furnished with credentials without which 
they admitted they were unable to secure entrance into the meetings of unions; many thousands 
of dollars were contributed by our fellow-unionists in support of the strike, not one cent of 
which was even canauel by our affiliated striking mule spinners. Every dollar contributed in 
support of that strike went to those who were not affiliated with the A. F. of L. It was only 
after the weavers and other branches of the trade, seeing imminent defeat, and unable to 
longer continue the battle, gave up the contest, that an appeal for our mule spinners was 
issued. Of course, in the minds of our fellow-unionists the strike had already been lost, and 
the financial support for the mule spinners was comparatively insignificant, so that finally 
they, too, yielded. 

No better argument was ever presented for the necessity for National unions than the 
object lesson in the textile workers’ strike. The reduction offered was to be general. The 
operatives of each locality acted independently of the other, and not always in the most fraternal 
or helpful spirit, and certainly did not contribute financially as they should have and would 
have done had they been organized in a thorough, compact and intelligent National union. <A 
National union special convention, or perhaps the executive officers, might have determined upon 
either of the following courses: first, that a general strike be undertaken in all places to resist 
the reduction, and thus cut off the means of supplying the market with the product; second, 
that one great center be selected to resist the reduction, and all others to financially and 
morally support those engaged in the contest: A concentrated and systematized effort could and 
would have been made to sccure the financial assistance — so necessary to success. <A National 
union, too, would have provided for the accumulation of a fund at the time of industrial tran- 
quillity to be available in event of any encroachment upon yrs rights. At no time was it more 
clearly demonstrated that preparation in time of peace is the best means of maintaining peace, 
or to secure fair conditions as the result of battle. 

Uneven as the contest was by reason of lack of organization and preparation on the part 
of the textile workers, yet the contest itself has had a salutary effect. For years and years 























the condition of the textile workers has deteriorated. The employers have come to look upon 
them as docile and willing to submit to any conditions which might be imposed. Reduction after 
reduction of wages was the invariable rule with each recurring season. The strike at New 


Bedford made the victory of the employers an expensive one. It taught them the lesson that 
there is a limit beyond which the workers will not yield without a struggle. It has effectually 
stopped reductions; and if the textile workers will but organize in their union upon a common- 
sense basis for their protection and advance, there can be no question but a turn in the tide is 
at hand. 

The textile workers of Augusta, G and several cther points are on strike; and to-day 
a better spirit of organization among the textile workers of the south prevails than at any time 
heretofore. It seems the part of wisdom that this convention should authorize the appointment 
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or organizers to the full extent of its financial ability to bring about the organization of the 
textile workers of the south so that they may reap larger advantages of their labor, which is 
their due, and thus prevent their isolated condition from becoming a constant menace to the 
textile workers of the rest of the country, and incidentally to all labor. 


WOOD WORKERS. 


The strike of the five thousand wood workers at Oshkosh was a manly and gallant fight. 
For years conditions in that city have been a clog to the wheels of progress of the wood workers 
of the country. The agreement reached did not result in much gain for the strikers, but some 
increase has been secured, their organization recognized, and the opportunity for advancement so 
muc' the better. During the strike its general secretary, Mr. Kidd, and a few of his colleagues, 
were indicted for conspiracy at the instance of one of the large employers there; but after a 
prolonged trial, honorably acquitted. The verdict upholds the right of labor when on strike to 
picket an establishment, and by peaceful methods endeavor to dissuade other workers from 
taking the places of men on strike 


WIRE DRAWERS’ STRIKE. 


The strike of the wire drawers of Cleveland, in which two thousand men were engaged, 
after a lengthy contest, was defeated. Under most adverse circumstances, they made a hard 
contest, which will unquestionably have a beneficial effect upon the trade. The injunction 
granted by Judge Hammond prohibited the officers engaged in the conduct of the strike from 
performing many of the duties so necessary in a struggle of this character, and it certainly 
contributed toward the loss of the strike. After the contest was declared off, the companies 
acted in a fairer spirit than is usually the case in a defeated strike. It is a matter of regret 
that the organization of the men is not in a position to enlist the services of an executive 
officer who can devote his entire time to the organization of the men and the upbuilding of the 
institution; for the strike opens up opportunities for a more thorough organization of the men, 
and with it an improvement in their condition. I recommend that the incoming Executive Council 
be empowered to render whatever financial, personal, and moral assistance which may lie 
in their power to help bring about a thorough organization of the trade. 

. 
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SHOE WORKERS’ STRIKE. 


The boot and shoe workers of Marlboro, to the number of 5,000, are now engaged in a strike 
for the maintenance of union shops against the attempt of the manufacturers to operate so-called 
free shops, with the reduction of wages and poorer conditions which this euphonious term, but 
false principle, implies. The Boot and Shoe Workers’ National Union is rendering the strikers 
all the aid within its power, and organized labor is rendering considerable assistance, and the 
hope and expectation are entertained that victory will crown their efforts. 


MINERS’ STRIKE. PITTSBURG, PANA, VIRDEN 


As.a result of the strike of the United Mine Workers last year, an agreement was reached 
by the United Mine Workers and the operators for a minimum scale of 67 cents per ton, an in- 
crease of nearly 33 per cent, and the enforcement of the eight-hour work day, as well as the aboli- 
tion of the companies’ stores and other onerous conditions. A few mine operators in the Pittsburg 
district, in Pana and Virden, Ill., sought to break the agreement, and thus, if successful, 
undermine and destroy the achievements which all have hailed so gladly as the end of that 
misery which was the lot of the miners for the past decade. 

In the Pittsburg district, the same element which so treacherously antagonized the textile 
workers at New Bedford made its appearance on the scene, and sought by every device in its 
power to defeat the miners in their effort to maintain the scale and the agreement. Fortunately 
for labor, the miners, made of sterner stuff, soon put an effective estoppel upon the evil designs. 

At Pana and Virden the operators sought to break the agreement and the strike which was 
inaugurated to maintain it, by importing a horde of ex-convicts, negro cheap laborers from 
Alabama, placing them under an armed guard of Pinkerton thugs and hirelings. That bloodshed 
will ensue when an ignorant mass of men is armed and is to do the bidding of characterless 
men, the merest tyro in the affairs of life can foresee. That many were killed and wounded is 
a matter of too recent history to require repetition here. The chief executive of Illinois, Gov- 
ernor Tanner, recognized that a band of men armed was contrary to the laws of the state, 
forbade the entrance of others, and finally, appreciating the strained condition of affairs, declared 
martial law and insisted upon the disarmament of al 

As a result of the organization of the miners and the justice of the cause, the agreement 
of last year at Virden has been renewed, and advices are that Pana will soon follow suit. The 
miners have seen their worst days, and henceforth will not be the supplicants for charity to 
assuage their misery, but will go onward and forward, standing abreast with the organized 
wag-earners of our country. 


BRITISH ENGINEERS. 


Pursuant to instructions, $500 was appropriated from our funds in aid of the locked-out 
engineers of Great Britain, and a total contribution from other sources amounting to about 
$11,144, was transmitted from the workers of the United States. Although the engineers were 
not successful in contending for the enforcement of the eight- hour day, it is a matter of 
gratification that the report of the secretary shows a larger membership, with an ever-increasing 
fund at the command of the organization. Who knows but that history may repeat,itself? The 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers about twenty years ago, after a strike of seventeen months, 
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was defeated in the effort to inaugurate the nine-hour day; yet within a year after the defeat 
that beneficent measure was established. It is not anticipating too much that the same result 
will follow their late contest, and that the eight-hour day may be soon ushered in. 





NO DUALITY—GREATER FE 





JERATION. 


As a result of the engineers’ strike of Great Britain, combination and amalgamation of union 
with union and closer federation of all, is the one point to which the labor movement there 
is at present directed, and duality of organization in one trade, so long prevailing in Great 
Britain, is fast passing away. Our declaration that no two organizations of one trade, claiming 
equal jurisdiction, can co-exist without conflict and injury, the principle long ago recognized 
and established of one union of one trade has been taken as a slogan of the labor movement 
of Great Britain, and we shall soon see a solidified army of labor there upon the most perfect 
lines to achieve success. 

And this state of affairs teaches us a lesson, too; that in struggling for the upbuilding of 
National and International trade unionism, and also for maintaining the integrity and entity 
of the trade union, and with the development of industry and the concentration of wealth, it 
becomes the bounden duty of our trade unions to not only morally but fing ancially concentrate 
— efforts in a battle of offense or defense when any allied organization is engaged in con- 
ict. 


DEFENSE FUND. 


Year after year I have, in my official reports, as well as at every opportunity which pre- 
sented itself, sought to impress upon our fellow-workers the necessity of building up a fund for 
their own protection. One of the most disastrous features in connection with any strike, con- 
templated or pending, is the necessity for an immediate appeal for voluntary contributions. It is 
of doubtful utility at best, since it at once is a declaration of the financial weakness of the 
workers. 

It may be true that the organizations which are financially weakest at present may for some 
time be those which will make the greatest calls upon a defense fund; but it must be obvious 
to all that in the same measure that we shall improve the condition of the comparatively lowest 
paid worker, we necessarily correspondingly accomplish greater results in the material condition 
of those better situated. Unless those who are comparatively the better conditioned are willing 
to contribute something in the shape of dues for the material improvement of those who are 
poorer paid, we shall suffer either in the deterioration of our condition, or be prevented from 
gaining such advantages which are our due. 

A proposition has been submitted in the program to which attention is especially invited. — It 
may not meet all the requirements, but there is sufficient merit in it to command your careful, 
and I trust, favorable consideration. 





SUCCE 





“S WITH AND WITHOUT STRIKES. 


These form the notable strikes of the year—notable because they have commanded public 
attention and have been heralded broadcast by reason of the fact that they were not all suc- 
cessful in obtaining the purposes for which they were inaugurated. They do not tell the tale of 
the strikes which were won, and particularly those which were- averted by the employers con- 
ceding the demands of our organizations. 

Following the practice of years, we issued statistical blanks and obtained data from the 
officers of our affiliated unions. From these reports (incorporated in the Secretary’s report), will 
be gleaned the fact that with but few exceptions, that is, nearly all reported herein, that substan- 
tial increase in wages and reduction in hours of labor have been the rule along the whole 
line of the labor movement of our country. With more unions forming and greater unity among 
them, there can be no doubt that defeats will become fewer, the successes more and the ad 
vantages greater. 






CENTRAL BODIES. 


In our constitution a peculiar anomaly is presented. Central labor unions, trades assemblies 
and state federations are chaitered and required to pay an annual tax of $10. Should they - 
sire to avail themselves, however, of representation at our conventions, an additional $10+ 
charged. These central bodies should be given the right of representation upon payment of their 
tax without any penalty provision. 


ORGANIZERS. 


The last convention authorized the appointment of organizers for the inter-mountain country 
of the West. This subject was discussed at length by your Executive Council, and arrangements 
were about to be made to carry this into effect. About this time, however, the great public ex- 
citement regarding the prospect of war was so overpowering that it was deemed inexpedient, 
and that the large outlay which organizers would necessarily entail would bring little, if any, 
tangible results. To this must be added the fact that the extra efforts made to secure favorable 
action or progress upon the legislation demanded at the hands of Congress entailed an unusually 
large expense. Reference to our monthly financial reports will indicate that the organizations 
had, to a large extent, husbanded their resources and deferred their payments until the last 
months of the year. From the present financial condition, it is evident that the incoming officers 
may have the better facilities to comply with your decision and instruction to send one or more 
organizers or representatives through the inter-mountain country. 

As already reported, our 431 voluntary organizers have been exceedingly active and attentive 
in furthering the interests of organization. By reason of the revocation of the commissions 











XUM 


1898} AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 21 





to the organizers last year, those who were inactive and indifferent, or whose course was not 
entirely satisfactory, were eliminated. It is but faint praise of the splendid representatives of 
our movement—our organizers—to say—-that they have, at great self-sacrifice voluntarily as- 
sumed and carried the banner and the hope of labor into former dark recesses of despair, and 
helped thousands upon thousands of our fellow-toilers to unite, and by that unity help them- 
selves and each other in forming stronger links in the chain of the organizations of labor of our 
country. Our movement can never fully repay our organizers for their splendid work. Con- 
vinced of the justice of our cause, impelled by an earnest craving to do their part in the struggles 
of life, our organizers are among the first in the vanguard, the pioneers of most of our 
organizations. 








EIGHT HOUR WORK-DAY. 


It was expected that the International Association of Machinists would have made some 
move forward in the spring of this year for the establishment of the eight-hour workday. The 
officers of the organization referred the matter to a vote of the membership; and, according to 
the officers’ reports, the indifference, displayed, as manifested by the vote, was too apparent to ad- 
mit of the organization’s undertaking the move. Beyond doubt, the abandonment of the effort was 
caused by the reasons assigned, and that it was largely influenced by the result of the British 
Engineers’ strike, as well as by the impending war with Spain. Notwithstanding this fact, how- 
ever, a number of machinists, as well as other unions, secured a reduction in the hours of labor. 
(See statistics in Secretary’s Report.) 

Should industrial conditions warrant, it is suggested that every effort be made by the in- 
coming officers in co-operation with the trade union movement of the country, to inaugurate a 
general agitation and movement for the more universal introduction of the eight-hour, or shorter 
hour workday. 





UNION LABEL AGITATION, 


The last convention directed that the President devise a systematic method for the agita- 
tion of the labels of all our affiliated unions, as well as that of the A. F. of L. itself. In com- 
pliance therewith, we have had matrices made of the union labels, and furnished them to a 
large number of labor papers which have voluntarily and gratuitously published them. This 
system of agitation and advertisement has been productive of great good. Apart from this, we 
have encouraged the organization of the union label leagues as auxiliaries to the local central 
bodies. Then again, sympathizers with our movement have been requested to form, and have 
formed, consumers’ leagues and union label leagues, these more particularly of the wives and 
daughters of union members. Apart from this, too, men in sympathy with our movement have 
had printed bulletins upon a cardboard, reproducing in their original colors all the union labels 
endorsed by the American Federation of Labor. It is believed that work along this line, re- 
ceiving greater encouragement from our affiliated unions, will undoubtedly be productive of 
greater results as time goes on; that the work has been well done is evidenced by the greater 
demand and use of union label products. Many great establishments, which formerly would 
have looked with abhorrence upon the idea of placing a union label on their product, have 
within the past year become not only union factories, but also adorned their product with 
the union label. 








EIGHT HOUR BILL. 


As reported to the last convention, the Chairman of the Commitee on Labor of the House 
of Representatives, Hon. John J. Gardiner, suggested new lines upon which a bill could be 
drawn which would compel the enforcement of the eight-hour workday by department officers, 
whether that work was done by or for the Government direct, or by contractors or sub-contract- 
ors. The consent of the convention was asked that if a bill could be drawn upon the lines 
suggested, after obtaining legal advice, the Executive Council should have power to approve it, 
and our efforts to amend the eight-hour law upon the lines heretofore determined, be dis 
continued 

A number of conferences were held by Vice-Presidents McGuire and Duncan, your Presi- 
dent and the Legislative Committee with Chairman Gardiner, and the bill was finally drawn up, 
submitted to the full Committee on Labor, before which your Legislative Committee and the 
parties named appeared, and:the bill (11. R. 7389) reported favorably by the Committee on 
Labor to the House of Representatives on April 4. Your attention is called to the able report 
of the committee published in the American Federationist of May, 1898. 

The bill was amended in the House, suspending the provisions of the bill in cases of ex- 
traordinary emergency, such as “public, military or naval works or defenses in time of war,” 
and, in this form, passed the House without opposition on May 17. 

The bill came before the Senate, and was referred to its Committee on Education and Labor. 
As soon as the draft of the bill had been agreed upon and introduced in the House, a committee 
consisting of Mr. Furuseth, Mr. Chance, Secretary Morrison and the writer, called upon Senator 
Kyle, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Education and Labor, with a oleis of having him 
introduce the bill in the Senate and become its advocate, to which he cordially agreed. The 
bill was introduced by him, and referred to the Senate Committee on Education and Labor. Two 
public hearings, March 1 and March 8, were held, when the committee passed the resolution 
that ‘“‘the next meeting of the committee be an executive session, and then a vote be taken upon 
the bill.” There was no doubt in the minds of those who were present that when the hearing 
closed the impress led that, the committee would report the bill favorably at its next 
meeting. Instead of the next meeting of the committee being an executive session, in which 
the bill was to be voted upon, the greatest difficulty was experienced in securing a meeting of 
the committee. The Legislative Committee, Messrs. Furuseth and Chance, in their report upon 
this subject say: 
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“Your committee found it extremely difficult to secure a meeting of the Senate Committee 
to consider the bill. Owing to the importuning of various members of the committee and the 
chairman, Senator Kyle, a meeting was called for June 16, to hear the opponents of the measure. 
A hearing lasting some five hours was held June 16, at which were present representatives of 
various manufacturing interests: Hon. Jos. K. McCammon, of Washington, D. C., attorney 
for the Cramp, Bethlehem and Carnegie Companies; Mr. Charles H. Cramp, president of the 
William Cramp & Sons’ Ship and Engine Building Company; Robert P. Linderman, president, 
and R. W. Davenport, second vice-president, of the Bethlehem Iron Company; Mr. Corey, 
general hea tie soe of the Carnegie Works, and Messrs. Gayley and Stone of the same 
company; Hon. Louis E. Payson, attorney of the Newport News Ship Building and Dry Dock 
Company; Hon. Anthony Higgins, of Delaware, representing the Harlan and Hollingsworth 
Company, and the Pusey & Jones Company of Wilmington, Del.; Mr. R. G. Morse, of the 
former company, and Mr. C. W. Pusey, of the latter, and Mr. J. G. Andrews, of the Bath 
Iron _Company, and others. 

“Among those present in advocacy of the bill were Samuel Gompers, President of the A. F. 
of L.; James Duncan, second vice-president of the A. F. of L.; P. J. McGuire, first vice- 
president of the A. F. of I,.; George Chance, of Philadelphia, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union; Milford Spohn, ex-president of the Washington Central Labor Union, and a 
number of others. 

he report of this committee was not ordered printed until June 23d, and copies of the 
same were not received by your committee until June 25. It was impossible to secure a meet 
ing of the committee until June 29, at which time the bill was reported with amendments, but 
without recommendation. The amendments added the emergency and war clause to the second 
section, and further amended the fourth section so as not to apply ‘to the transportation of mails, 
merchandise, or passengers, or to any common carrier in any way.’ Your committee discovered 
an evident determination upon the part of certain members of the committee, including the 
chairman, to prevent, if possible, the consideration of the bill at this session. These efforts 
were successful, although Senator Cannon, of Utah, who was given charge of the bill at the 
solicitation of your committee, made several attempts to bring the bill up in the closing days 
of the session. On Wednesday, July 6, Mr. Cannon moved that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill. It was objected to by Mr. Davis, and the motion was lost by a vote 
of 18 to 29. 

“It is but fair to say that the motion would have resulted in laying aside temporarily the 
joint resolution for the annexation of Hawaii, which was the preferred business at the time. 
The statement was made by Senator Platt, of Connecticut, that it would ‘certainly excite a 
good deal of discussion.” Senator Cannon made another unsuccessful attempt to bring the bill 
up the same evening, but was precluded by a motion of Senator Wolcott, of Colorado, to go 
into executive session. The Congress adjourned the following day at 2 p. m., after Senator 
Cannon had again urged the consideration of the bill. Your committee are satisfied that when 
the bill shall come before the Senate it will be passed by that body, notwithstanding the ap- 
parent powerful opposition to it. It has been powerful enough to prevent its consideration dur- 
ing the closing hours of this session, but will be unable to prevent its final passage early in the 
next session. 

Your attention is called to printed report of the hearing before the Senate Committee on 

Education and Labor, June 16, upon our eight- hour bill, at which representatives of various 
soe iron and steel and ship building companies, with their attorneys, were present to oppose 
its favorable report and passage. The hearing was intended to be exclusively for the opposition 
to the bill, and it was through no courtesy or consideration of Chairman Kyle that Brothers 
Duncan, McGuire, Chance, Spohn, your President, and a number of others were heard that 
day. The pompous attorneys, feeling so safe in their opposition, challenged the representatives 
of labor to make a statement in their presence. It was accepted, and it can be stated with some 
satisfaction that the opponents were confused and confounded at every point. Inadvertently, 
Mr. Cramp, of the Cramp shipyards, bore out one of the main contentions of labor; he as- 
serted that notwithstanding that the workers in the shipyards of France worked eleven or twelve 
hours per day, and the workmen in the shipyards of the United States nine or ten, while 
French shipbuilders offered to build warships for Russia in five years, Mr. Cramp had con- 
tracted to build the vessels in one-half the time; that notwithstanding wages are higher in the 
United States than in France, French shipbuilders wanted more money to build the Russian 
war vessels than the Cramp Company had agreed to deliver them. 

This hearing is of such interest that we should request the Senate to print a large number 
of the reports for general distribution. 

Our eight-hour bill, now pending in the Senate, is in a position to be called up at any 
opportune time; and it was therefore deemed the part of wisdom to have the legislative com- 
mittee in attendance at the Capitol, where they have been since Congress convened. 


EIGHT-HOUR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 


Regarding the instruction to urge the passage by Congress of a resolution to amend the 
Constitution of the United States, empowering Congress to limit the hours of labor. Such a 
resolution was introduced by Congressman Lovering, of Massachusetts. Hearings were had 
before the House Judiciary Committee, at which Secretary Ross, of the Cotton Mule Spinners 





National Association, and other representative textile workers, and your Legislative Committee 
and President appeared. The hearing aroused very much interest, but thus far the Judiciary 
Committee has not reported upon the measure. 

In the matter of the work performed to secure the amendment to the eight-hour law (H. R, 
7389,) already referred to in this report, mention is made of the obstacles which were placed 
in the way of its enactment. It was painfully manifest that several Representatives and Sena- 
tors, who were outspoken in favor of a constitutional amendment, were conspicuous in their 
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antagonism or indifference to our eight-hour bill, so conspicuous in fact, as to lead me to the 
remark, when questioned before the committee upon the subject of the constitutional amend- 
ment, that: “It is time to fear Grecia when they bear gifts. It is a question in my mind 
whether it is the part of wisdom on our part to urge Congress to secure more power on lines of 
legislation regarding the hours of labor until it has exerted the power it already has, more 
especially since there is ground for the suspicion that the one is used to hide opposition to 
the other. 

It is only fair to say that Congressman Lovering, the author of the constitutional amend- 
ment resolution, was neither indifferent nor antagonistic to our eight-hour bill. 








UTAH EIGHT-HOUR LAW CONSTITUTIONAL, 


The eight-hour aw adopted by the Legislature of Utah, in compliance with the constitution 
of the state, wa is known to you, appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States. It is 
with much gratification that we can record the victory, that the highest court in the land has 
upheld the constitutionality of that law. Apart from the appeals which were sent out to finan- 
cially aid our fellow workers at Utah, who bore the largest part of the burden in defense 
of that law and the principles involved therein, the sum of $500 was donated from the funds 
of the A. F. of L. for this purpose. 








EIGHT HOURS IN NAVY YARDS. 


As a result of interviews had with the Secretary of the Navy, John D. Long, he issued 
order for the enforcement of the eight- hour day in all the navy yards of the country. Previous 
to this our men were often employed in the navy yards fourteen hours per day at regular stated 
pay as for eight hours, The question of “time and a half” was only considered between the 
hours of eight o’clock in the evening and six o’clock in the morning. The new order changes 
this effectually by providing that only by reason of ‘extraordinary emergency’? can work be 
performed in excess of eight hours; that when such “extraordinary emergency” arises, neces- 
sitating work longer than eight hours, time-and-a-half, or 50 per cent additional, shall be "allowed 
for all labor in excess of eight hours, regardless of when these hours of labor have been per- 
formed. 











SEAMEN’S BILL. 


The bill for the protection and improvement in the condition of seamen was given a 
number of hearings before the Senate Committee on Commerce, at which your Legislative Com- 
mittee, President and others interested made arguments. The bill finally passed the Senate, 
but, owing to the war measures pending in the House, it was not taken up. We are assured 
that there will be little difficulty, if any, in securing the passage of this beneficent bill by the 
House of Representatives, and perhaps in an improved form. 





JUDICIAL INJUNCTIONS, 


Regarding the bill for the curbing of the power of the justices granting injunctions in labor 
disputes, little progress can be reported. At the last convention the declaration was made that 
we were dissatisfied with the bill previously passed by one house of Congress, and though hear- 
ings were had upon a more comprehensive measure, we were unable to obtain a report from 


the Senate Judiciary Committee. Every effort was made to secure from the officers of the or- 
ganizations involved in the Toledo and Ann Arbor strike a copy of the order which, it was 
alleged, practically prohibited men from quitting their employment. In consultation with 


Senator Allen, of Nebraska, in regard to his bill upon the subject, it was clearly manifest that 
it would require important changes in order to be effective. 

That relief from this form of judicial abuse of the injunctive power is necessary becomes 
clearer with each recurring contest. The decisions of Judge Hammond in the case of the wire 
drawers, and that of the court in overruling the opinion of the lower court in the case of Jacob 
Beck & Son against organized labor of Detroit, demonstrate this beyond the cavil of a doubt. 
We insist that the workers have the right to quit their employment, either singly or in unison, 
whenever the conditions of employment become irksome, or a change or improvement is de- 
sired; that when any representative of the workers engaged in a contest is directed by them 
to perform any duty for the furtherance of the purpose for which the cessation of work was 
inaugurated, that he shall have the right to perform that duty without judicial interference by 
injunction. If a representative of labor is guilty of a violation of law, he is amenable to that 
law, the same as any other citizen. The law knows no writ of injunction prohibiting any of its 
citizens from committing a breach of the law. If any wage-earner engaged in a dispute is guilty 
of an offense ag: 1inst the law, he may be brought to trial and punished as any other citizen. 
This the law recognizes as a complete remedy, and it is a firmly established rule of law that 
a writ of injunction shall never lie when there is another complete remedy. We assert that 
what is legal for one man to do can not be made illegal when done by another without en- 
dangering the fundamental principles of justice and liberty. 

We should give our earnest consideration to formulate a measure calculated to bring the 
legislative relief from this species of oppression, authorized by no legislative enactm at, but 
which is a court-made law, created by jodee Ricks, and followed by Judges Jenkins, Taft, Wil- 
liams, Grosscup and others. 
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CONVICT LABOR BILL. 


The bill (H. R. 6092) to protect free labor from the competition of convict labor has been 
ordered to be favorably reported by the committee. The Legislative Committee expresses the 
opinion that, inasmuch as so large a number of employers are interested in this measure, as 
well as the workers, the passage of the measure is assured at no distant date. 

4 


ARBITRATION LAW, 


For a number of years the bill, presumably for the arbitration of disputes between the_rail- 
road employes of the country and the railroad companies, pended in Congresss. The A. F. of 
L., at its convention, and its representatives at the Capitol, have from time to time interposed 
objections against the passage of the bill, on the ground that it interfered with the worker quit- 
ting his employment at any time when the conditions of employment became irksome; that in 
some form or other the bill contained features for the specific enforcement of a contract to 
labor, or personal service. When the bill was first introduced it had the affirmative of all these 
objectionable provisions. At each session of Congress the bill, by reason of our objections, has 
been improved and its direct penal provision eliminated. At the instance of your representa- 
tives, Congressmen and Senators called attention to the dangerous features contained in the 
bill, the result of which has been that many of our most important objections have been heeded 
and rectified. It is true that the brotherhoods and orders of the railroad employees regarded 
our objection to the passage of the bill with some feeling of asperity; but in the form in which 
the bill finally became law they will bear willing testimony that, owing to our persistency on this 
subject, the law is freer from dangers to their interests, their rights and their liberties, and the 
— rights and liberties of the workers of the country, than when the bill was first intro- 
duced. 


INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION. 


The bill passed Congress creating -“ Industrial Commission for the purpose of investigating 
the conditions of labor, agriculture and business, and to inquire into such matters affecting the 
interests of all, and to report, by bill or otherwise, such measures as may be deemed necessary 
or advisable. The law is by no means as broad and comprehensive as the bill indorsed by the 
A. F. of L. When the law passed, I advised with the Executive Council as to whether recom- 
mendations should be made to the President of the United States for appointment upon the 
commission. At first the Council believed that a number of names should be submitted, but in 
view of the status of our bills before Congress, I advised, and the Council agreed, that we 
should make no recommendations. It is but fair to say that the President asked that we suggest 
names to him. An appointment on the commission was offered me. I believed then, and am 
strengthened in that conviction now, that our refusal to either accept appointments or to in- 
dorse any aspirants placed our movement in a more independent position, and increased the 
likelihood of the passage of the laws in the interest of labor. 

The personnel of the Commission has already been published in the American Federationist. 
They have already organized, and are preparing to undertake the task for which they were ap- 
pointed. It behooves this convention to take such action which, in its judgment, it may deem 
wise, in order that the questions in which the workers are particularly interested can be brought 
to the special attention of the Commission and receive its consideration. 1 recommend that a 
special committee be appointed for the purpose of taking this matter into consideration and to 
present a comprehensive report some time during this convention. 

On one thing we should in : There must be no shifting of the responsibility of Congress to 
consider and enact such legislation which has passed the experimental stage, and which is de- 
manded as an immediate necessity Our Eight Hour bill, Seamen’s bill, Convict Labor bill, 
Anti-Injunction bill, etc.—these are measures which Congress can pass, and should pass, and 
for their failure to pass should be held to a strict accountability. 














TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 





Quite an agitation has been carried on for the demand presented for the Government owner- 
ship of telegraphs and telephones. Hearings were had by the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, before which representatives of our cause appeared. The events connected with 
our recent war have done much to educate the public and official mind as to the necessity and 
practicability of this measure. 


POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS. 


No material progress has been made for the passage of the bill creating Postal Savings 
banks. The promoters of the bill endorsed by the A. F. of L. agreed to the amendment which 
we insisted upon last year—that is, that the deposits under the provisions of the bill should not 
be specifically and affirmatively assured to the national banks. Owing to the war, the Govern- 
inent secured a loan of $200,000,000. Had the Postal Savings bank been in existence, there 
certainly would have been no necessity for the issuance of bonds, which, though generally sup- 
posed to be held by the people, are in the possession of the banks. 


ANTI-SCALPERS’ BILL, 


The passage of the bill commonly known as the Anti-Scalpers’ bill was protested against, 
as per your instructions; and those particularly interested in the measure credit our organiza- 
tion with having secured its defeat in the last session of congress. 
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JUDGE PAXSON. 


In compliance with the instructions of the last convention, apart from the telegraphic pro- 
test sent to the President against the appointment of Judge Paxson to the position of Chairman 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, upon return to headquarters a formal and compre- 
hensive protest was presented to the President under date of December 28. It is with pleasure 
that I report to you that the judge who declared strikes to be treason, and who refused to 
accord to the organized railroad employes a hearing in a case before him in which their in- 
terests were involved (this office-seeking judge), was not appointed to the position to which 
he aspired. 


THE GAGE BILL CORRESPONDENCE, 


The last convention passed a resolution condemning the bill introduced in Congress at the 
suggestion of the Secretary of the Treasury, Lyman G. Gage. On the return trip after the 
convention the public press contained a copy ‘of a letter from Secretary Gage addressed to your 
President, and upon reaching headquarters the letter had been received. Your attention is 
called to the exchange of letters upon the subject as published in the American Federationist, 
January of this year, and which at the time was given widespread publicity and caused consid- 
erable comment. Your attention to the correspondence is invited in order to ascertain whether 
the position of the A. F. of L. upon the question has been maintained or otherwise. 





HEADQUARTERS AT WASHINGTON ITS BENEFITS. 


During the past year particularly, the wisdom of placing the headquarters at Washington, 
D. C., has been fully demonstrated, not only by the assistance promptly and more easily ren- 
dered the Legislative Committee in the various hearings upon bills, or to secure favarable con- 
sideration of our measures by opposing or indifferent legislators, but also the opportunities to be of 
practical assistance to promote or protect the interests of labor in matter of orders, contracts 
and work pending before the varicus departments. In the rush for the securing of clothing 
and other material for the soldiers, preparatory for and during the war, contracts would have 
been awarded to the most unfair employers of most miserably conditioned laborers had it not 
been for the timely interposition of the officers of the A. F. of L. 
undreds of thousands of dollars were saved in the wages of machinists and other workers 
at the Rock Island Arsenal; the enforcement for the first time of the eight-hour workday in the 
navy yards of the country; the constant and persistent efforts to bring to the attention of the 
President of the United States, the members of his cabinet, as well as Congress, the question_of 
the rights of the workers and the wrongs which they have too long endured, must unquestion- 
ably have a potent influence for a greater consideration of the rights of the wage-earners o 
America. 


~~) 


PRINTERS. 


For a long time the printers employed by the Weather Bureau in the Department of Agri- 
culture were receiving a much lower wage than were the printers in the Government Printing 
Office at Washington. Owing to constant efforts an order was issued by which the wages of 
printers in the employ of the Bureau, no matter where located, were based upon the wages paid 
in the Government Printing Office, and the minimum of $1,000 per annum established. 

The First Assistant Postmaster General has issued orders to the divisions under his super- 
vision, directing that contracts for printing in the several localities be given to none but union 
offices, implying thereby that the union label shall adorn the printed document. 


PLATE PRINTERS. 


The plate printers’ trade in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was threatened by the 
introduction of a new system of labor by which, by pursuing a false economy, the Chief of 
the Bureau would at the same time deteriorate the quality and workmanship of paper money and 
other government securities, rendering counterfeiting more easy, and particularly those bills of 
small 9 a coming into the hands of the wage-earners of our country. Through the 
efforts of the A. F. of L. officers and Legislative Committee, in co-operation with a committee 
of the union, the enactment of a law was secured by which the interests of both the plate 
printers and the general public, and particularly the working people, have been protected better 
than at any time heretofore. 

In his annual report, the Chief of the Bureau asks Congress to undo its own best work on 
this subject. With your advice and support, it is confidently expected his purpose will be 
defeatec 







THE PRESIDENT'S LABOR RECOMMENDATIONS. 


As a result of the several interviews accorded us by the President, and our requests for his 
reference to remedial legislation in the interests of labor, the President, in his annual message 
to Congress last week, took cccasion to say: ‘The alien contract law is shown by experience to 
need some amen‘ments; a measure providing Letter protection for seamen is proposed; the 
rightful application of the eight-hour law for the benefit of labor and the principle of arbitration 
are subggested for consideration; and I recommend these subjects to the careful attention of 
Congress.” 
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STATE AND LOCAL LEGISLATION. 


3eyond doubt a larger number of laws in the interest of labor were passed by the legislatures 
in several of the states than has been the case since the first record of “Factory Legislation.” 
Inasmuch as the several states have the jurisdiction of their respective internal affairs, con- 
tinued activity in securing state legislation must, of necessity, be of vast importance in the 
progress and success of our cause 

There is gratifying progress among our municipalities adopting a higher minimum rate of 
wages and reduced hours of labor for its employees. This field of practical action should be 
further agitated by our organizations. And since experience has demonstrated that the direct 
employment of workers by local, state or general government without the intervention of 
contractors, is in the interest of good work, the workers and tax-payers, this should be constantly 
urged upon the attention of public officials. 














GROWTIE OF MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIPS. 


A much wider interest is being continually manifested in one of the urgent demands of our 
movement. The municipal ownership of public utilities is constantly being extended. Since 
our attitude upon this question, a number of leagues have been formed throughout the 
country, and all acting in unison for the dissemination of information of this most important 
municipal function. With the progress of events on this line, there can be no doubt but that 
many of the evils of our public life will be eliminated, and consideration of justice and fair 
dealing among our workers and citizens generally will have a higher plane. ‘There are quite a 
number of trade unionists in ymany of our state legislatures and municipal councils, and it is 
largely due to their unionism and their training in our organizations that a better conception of 
this question has been gained. While much has been accomplished, yet much more remains to be 
one. 

In considering further legislation now pending before Congress, your attention is directed 
to the report of the Legislative Committee, published in the August issue of the American 
Federationist, copies of which will be furnished you. 


THE WAR, CUBA, ANNEXED AND CONQUERED TERRITORIES. 


For years the brave Cubans struggled and made sacrifices to attain liberty and independence 
from Spanish domination. Among the earliest sympathizers and co-operators with this cause 
was the A. F. of L. And, at every convention thereafter, this sentiment was reiterated and 
emphasized, and at gatherings of labor in every city and town of the country resolutions 
declaratory of the same sentiment were adopted. 

At its session at Cincinnati, 1896, the following resolution was passed: 


“RESOLVED, That the American Federation of Labor, in convention assembled, hereby 
tenders its hearty sympathy to all men struggling against oppression, and especially to the men 
of Cuba, who for years have sacrificed and suffered to secure the right of self-government. 

“RESOLVED, That the example of the people of France, in giving recognition and aid 
to the Fathers in their struggle to secure the independence of the colonies, is worthy of 
imitation; and we hereby call upon the President and Congress to recognize the beligerant 
rights of the Cuban revolutionists.”’ 

The important events resulting therefrom are, in a great measure, our concern. 

The tyranny of Spain, her misrule, her corrupting influences over the Cuban people and the 
impoverishment of her sons, at last quickeaed the sympathies and the consciences of American 
manhood. Many efforts were made by our government to secure Cuba’s deliverance from her 
bondmaster. The pleadings of our people were evidently regarded by the Spanish government as 
of a platonic character, or that we were unwilling to bear the logical result of our humanitarian 
interest in the people of that superb isle of the Antilles. Perhaps she took our pleadings 
as manifestations of weakness or vacillation. She has found to her sorrow that we were as 
good as our word; and perhaps never in the history of mankind was a war begun on so high 
a plane of honor and humanity, or calculated to be of so great an advantage to the onward 
march of civilization. 

From the ranks of labor came the quarter of a million of men who volunteered to sacrifice 
their lives upon the altar of their country in so great a cause. Who, then, but the representatives 
of labor have the better -ight to consider the very grave questions which have resulted from our 
war with Spain? 

It was with feelings of exultation that we read of the heroic men in the field, and in the 
ships—the brave members of the Machinists’ union who accompanied Hobson on his perilous 
voyage to danger and almost certain death; of the union boiler maker who, in the midst of 
battle, gave up his life while repairing an injured boiler; of the men who fed the flames in 
the furnaces, knowing the perils which awaited them, yet unbuoyed by the excitement of the storm 
of shot and shell without; of the stout-hearted men_ who carried the guns and who were behind 
the guns; the men in the fever-stricken trenches of Santiago and San Juan. The brave toilers 
of America have covered themselves and posterity with glory, which so long as liberty shall 
be a word with some meaning in the vocabulary of the language of our country, will emblazon 
the pages of history in letters of gold, and be hailed with delight in ages untold. 

All through the perils of the war, the American heart beat as one in hope for victory: 
and, in the hour of our matchles triumph, our pride and gratitude knew no bounds that so 
great a contest was ended in so brief a period, and that not only might but the right has won. 

Out of the war have grown questions of the most serious moment to our people generally 
and of direct interest to the wage-workers particuarly. 

Is it not strange, that, after entering upon a war with Spain to obtain the freedom 
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and independence of Cuba, now that victory has been achieved, the question of Cuban inde- 
pendence is often scouted? Our people were ardent and honest in advocacy of Cuban 
freedom, and are impatient at any attempt to juggle with the question. When the people of 
Cuba desire annexation to our country it is time to discuss the subject; and in the meantime 
the fruits of the victory for which they have striven so long and so valiantly, and for which 
we went to war to aid them to achieve, must not be ruthlessly taken from them. 

The assurance given by the President regarding our duty toward Cuba, and that freedom 
and independence should be accorded its people at the earliest possible moment consistent 
with safety and assured success, will have an important bearing upon the solution of this question 
and a the success of the primary mission for which the war with Spain was undertaken. 

he A. F. of L., in unmistakable tones opposed the annexation of Hawaii in following terms: 
ow HEREAS, There is at present pending in the United States Senate a treaty providing 
for the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands; 

“RESOLVED, That annexation would be tantamount to the admission of a slave state, 
the representatives of which would necessarily work and vote for the enslavement of labor in 
general. 

“RESOLVED, By the American Federation of Labor, that we disapprove of annexation. 

“RESOLVED, That we urge the United States Senate to reject the treaty for annexation, 
and to take such other steps as may be necessary to maintain amicable relations with Hawaii.” 

The annexation treaty was rejected by the Senate. As a war measure, however, annexation 
was secured by resolution. The Sandwich Islands, with their contract slave laborers, contract 
slave laws and all that they portend, are now the possessions of the United States. 

Puerto Rico, invaded as a war measure, with its semi-nude people, has been conquered 
and taken as a possession. 

At Manila, of the Philippine Islands, whgre the Spanish fleet was annihilated, and with it 
Spanish authority, we found the most advanced of the semi-savages, barbarians, Malays, 
Negritos, Chinese and others of the same calibre, in revolutionary combat against Spanish 
authority. We are confronted with the awful spectacle of our republic, founded, and for a 
century and a quarter successfully existing, upon the basis of the principle that governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of the governed; our great republic of America, face 
to face with the insurgents of Manila, seeking by the force of arms to compel their submission; 
recognizing that their cause would be a forlorn hope against the mighty power of our arms, 
sullenly yielding to superior force. 

I take it that when the A. F. of L. declared against the wisdom of annexing Hawaii 
it was based upon the high principle of American republican institutions, as well as a fear of 
the dangers with which the toilers of our country would be threatened by coolie slave contract 
labor. 

If our attitude upon that question was in line with the history, traditions and principles of 
our government, surely we cannot be wrong when we urge that it is a greater departure from 
the institutions of our country and the principles upon which our government is based to take 
by force of arms a people fighting for independence. If our interests as wage-earners were 
endangered by the annexation of an island with 100,000 inhabitants, how much more is the 
danger in taking a group of islands inhabited by 8,000,000 of people, perhaps nearer the 
condition of savages and barbarians than any island possessed by any other civilized nation 
on earth. 

Desirous of avoiding in this report a lengthy argument, I propose stating as succinctly 
as possible the grounds of our opposition to the so-called policy of imperialism and expansion. 

We cannot annex the Philippines without a large increase in our standing army. A large 
standing army is repugnant to republican institutions and a menace to the liberty of our own 
yeople. 

a: If we annex the Philippines, we shall have to conquer the Filipinos by the force or arms, 
and Mh deny to them what we claim for ourselves—the right of self-government. 

We shall surrender the present safe and independent position by which we are guaranteed 
the tranquillity and the fruits of peace, and force ourselves into European and Asiatic 
entanglements implying war and the preparation for war. We shall become a militant instead 
of a peace-loving nation. We shall seek to conquer by the force of arms instead of by our 
own industry, commerce and superior mentality and civilization. We shall be compelled to 
open the gates and admit the Chinese, Malays and slave laborers who may come from “our new 
possessions,”’ since the constitution of the United States forbids the interdiction of the free 
entry of men and their products between our states and our territories. 

‘Our constitution requires the judges of our Federal courts to make their decisions general 
and applicable to all the states and territories; and the contacts for the specific enforcement 
of labor and the performance of personal service will necessarily have to be interpreted in the 
light of these laws, and may become generally applicable to the workers of the United States. 
The decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Robertson vs. Baldwin, rendered last year, 
paves the way for a broader decision on these lines, and increases the peril. 

The demand for expansion of trade abroad 1s based upon the idea that we manufacture 
to a larger extent than we can consume, when there are so many of our people who are 
workless, ahungered and ragged. Expansion of trade abroad has for its basis the contraction 
of the stomachs of men, women and children at home. The policy of imperialism is a decla- 
ration that self-government has failed, and that the people cannot be trusted; that the dollar 
is of more consequence than man, and plutocracy and militarism nobler than humanity. 

The attempt to divert the attention of our people from the ills from which we suffer at 
home to foreign questions will fail. The principles of liberty and justice have been imbibed 
by our people too many years to permit them to be cheated out of their birthright. The insti- 
tutions of our repubic have taken root too deeply in the minds and hearts of our people to 
permit us to become a nation of conquerors, or to dominate by force of arms, a_ people 
struggling for liberty and independence. 


Recently, speaking upon this question, I had the pleasure of saying: 
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“We do not oppose the development of our industry, the expansion of our commerce, 
or the power and influence which the United States may exert upon the destinies of the nations 
of the earth. On the contrary, we realize that the higher intelligence and standard of the life 
of the American workers will largely contribute towards attaining the highest pinnacle of indus- 
trial and commercial greatness; and these achievements in the paths of peace will glorify the 
institutions or our republic, to which the grateful eyes and the yearning hearts of the people 
of the earth will tyrn for courage and inspiration to struggle onward and upward, so that the 
principles of human liberty and human. justice may be implanted in their own lands. 

‘America, and particularly American institutions, are not only worthy of our love and 
veneration because they give us greater freedom than those of any other nation, but the insti- 
tutions of the United States represent a principle—the great principle of self-government of 
the people, for the people, by the people—self-restraint as well as great power. This principle 
we shall only prove ourselves worthy of representing, and holding forth as an inspiration for the 
peoples of other nations to emulate and seek to establish by manifesting restraint upon our- 
selves or upon those who would thrust us out of our physical, moral, progressive and powerful 
sphere into the vortex of imperialism, with all the evils which that term implies—militarism, 
despotism and venality on the one hand; slavery, misery and despair on the other. 

‘The flag of our republic should float over a free people, and must never form a cloak to 








hide slavery, barbarism, despotism or tyranny. America, as we know it, with its blessings of 
peace and stability, must not be hazarded for a new era.” 
The possessors of the wealth of our country enjoy liberty and freedom, no matter where 





they may be or wherever they may go. It has always been the hewers of wood and the carriers 
of water, the wealth producers, whose mission it has been not only to struggle for freedom 
but to be ever vigilant to maintain the liberty of freedom achieved; and it behooves the repre- 
sentatives of the grand army of labor, in convention assembled, to give vent to the alarm we 
feel from the dangers threatening us and our entire people, to enter our solemn and emphatic 
protest against what we aready feel, that with the success of the policy of imperialism the 
decadence of our republic will have already set in. 


“Forever in thine eyes, O, Liberty, 
Shines that bright light 

By which the world is saved; 
And tho’ they slay us, 

We shall trust in thee.” 


DISARMAMENT, 


From a strange source came a still stranger message of peace to the world. The Czar of 
Russia invited the governments of the world to send representatives to a conference to discuss 
and devise ways and means with a view to the disarmament of nations. A militancy is inimical 
to liberty, and as peace is essential to successful industry, progress and civilization, we should 
express our warm approval of any movement likely to contribute to the accomplishment of these 
desired ends. 








DUTIES OF THE OFFICE. 


During the year it became more necessary to travel to different points than during any 
previous term. Many of our affiliated unions engaged in contests with employers requesting the 
aid and co-operation of your President, with a view of participating in conferences, adjusting 
disputes and settling controversies. It affords me pleasure to say that in but very few instances 
have the efforts proven entirely futile. The officers of our affiliated unions, through their cor- 
respondence, have manifestated their gratification, and extended their appreciative expressions 
for the timely aid and substantial results secured. I have been required to deliver an un- 
precedented number of addresses upon the labor question and labor movement and contests con- 
nected therewith. It became necessary to decline a very large number of pressing requests, which 
frequently developed into demands, for my presence to speak at public meetings. The office 
work, its manifold duties; the correspondence, not only with our affiliated National and Inter- 
national unions, state branches, central bodies, local trade unions, Federal Labor Unions, local 
unions attached to the National and International unions; with the executive officers of the 
United States and of several states, the Congress and the state legislatures, the municipalities, 
students, professors—and all of an enquiring bent of mind; the correspondence with representa- 
tives of the labor movement in different countries; the editing and control of the American 
Federationist; all these, if considered but for a moment, will convince the most skeptical that 
the office of President of the American Federation of Labor is no sinecure. 

Of course it is not presumed that i es has been given to all; one would feel as if 
he possessed but little character did he suit all the divergent views which are entertained. 
Decisions are necessary to be made; prompt and decisive action is often essential; the right 
must be stoutly defended, ersor pointed out and wrong rebuked, and though this may be tempered 
with kindness, the sting of an adverse decision or action is not always borne with magnanimity 
or forebearance, but conscious of the one desire to perform the duties of my office without fear 
or favor, the basic principles for my course, my only guiding star being that which would best 
promote the interests of labor, the upbuilding and the permanency and, the success of our 
movement, my stewardship of the trust reposed in me is respectfully referred to your consid- 
eration. 








CONCLUSION, 


May I be permitted to take this opportunity to express my sincere and hearty appreciation of 
the co-operation of my colleagues in the Hxecutive Council, the officers of all our unions, our 
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organizers, and of the great rank and file of organized labor, without whose sympathetic aid 
my work must of necessity have proven of little avail? 
Notwithstanding the progress which has been made, we are conscious of the wrongs which 


labor endures, the many homeless, idle workers, 


the hopeless men and women and children. 


The injustice with which modern society pays its mainstay, its foundation, its wealth producers, 


is a poor requittal for our toil, We recognize 


the wrong and clearly perceive the rights which 


are justly ours. With clear visions, heads erect and stout hearts beating in unison, fraternity and 
and solidarity, labor will be free, humanity disenthralled and -ennobled. 


When President Gompers had read about 
two-thirds of his report the hour of 12:30 had 
arrived, and, upon motion of Delegate Shaffer, 
adjournment was taken until 2 o’clock, when 
reading of the report was resumed until its 
conclusion. 


Fraternally yours, 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 


The reading of the report was frequently 
interrupted with applause. At the conclusion 
of the report the enthusiasm was intense and 
the applause was long continued. 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order at 2 o'clock by 
President Gompers. 

Roll-call was taken. 

Absentees—Garrity, McGuire, <Autler, Sa- 
bine, Dressler, Valentine, Black, McBride, 
Rife, Shalvoy, Noonan, Fahey, Morton, Henry, 
Dalton, Timilty, Reynolds, Callahan. 

On motion of Delegate Lennon the reading 
of the minutes of the morning session were 
dispensed with. 

President Gompers resumed the reading of 
his report, and at its conclusion, on motion of 
Delegate Elderkin, it was referred to the 
proper committee when appointed. 

The President stated that delegates from the 
Firemen, Tin-plate Workers, Hack Drivers and 
Teamsters made the request that some mem- 
bers of the convention be appointed to assist 
in forming national organizations. The Pres- 
ident appointed Delegate Kidd to assist the 
Firemen; Delegate Shaffer for the Tin-plate 
Workers, and Delegate Bechtold to act with 
the Cab, Haék Drivers and Teamsters. 

President Gompers then announced the fol- 
lowing committees: 

Committee on .President’s Report— Martin 
Fox, Thomas F. ” y, Harry Lloyd, Andrew 


Furuseth, O. E. W oodbury, Henry S. Mills, 
P. F. Doyle. 





te 


Committee on Executive Council’s Report— 
William J. Gillthrope, Tr 2. Bewe, €.. 2 
Adams, W. J. O’Brien, George L. Cake, Daniel 
J. Keefe, John W. White. 

Committee on Secretary’s Report—Samuel 
B. Donnelly, Max Morris, John R. Spellman, 
James E. Soh John M. Hunter, Charles 
F. Hahn, George F. Kenney. 

Committee on Resolutions—James Duncan, 
Stuart Reid, Eugene F. O’Rourke, John F. 
O'Sullivan, T. J. Shaffer, John Mitchell, Louis 
Jahns. 

Committee on Laws—P. J. McGuire, John B. 
Lennon, Joseph F. Valentine, Robert Kelly, 
William F. Leigh, Andrew J. Casey, J. F. Mec 
Cormick. 

Committee on Organization-—James A. Cable, 

i Blain, S. J. Kent, Thomas I. Kidd, 
Edward B. Sabine, John Kirby, M. J. Noonan. 

Committee on Labels and Boycotts—James 
O’Connell, George A. Whitaker, Thomas J. 
Elderkin, J. G. Cain, Charles F. Bechtold, 
Samuel Autler, George P. Keefer. 





Committee on Grievances—John F. Tobin, 
David Black, John Slocum, C. L. Bowman, 
George H. Warner, Luke Grant, John Fahey 

Committee on Local and Federated Bodies— 
W. D. Mahon, D. J. Driscoll, Owen Miller, 
Charles L. Conine, J. F. McBride, James F. 
Carey, Jerry Donohue. 


Secretary Morrison read the following re- 
port: 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Eighteenth 


of Labor: 


Fellow-Workers—I have the honor to submit 


Annual Convention of the American Federation 


to you a report of the receipts and expenses 


vf the fiscal year, beginning November 1, 1897, and ending October 31, 1898. 








30 . REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS [1898 


The receipts show an increase of $254.33 over those of the previous year. The increase of 
per capita tax-—-one-twelfth of a cent per member per month for International and National 
organizations, and one cent for local unions—which went into effect February 1, resulted in 
$12,705.31, being received for per capita tax against $9,646.10 last year; excess $3,059.21. The 
total receipts from per capita tax, supplies and Federationist, are only $2 254.33 over that of the 
previous year, which is accounted for by the one-cent assessment levies! and collected in 1897, 
amounting to $2,049.93, and the receipts from the American Federationist being $1,120 greater 
than this year. 

The increase in membership during the past twelve months has not been so large as it 
is encouraging. Only two of the sixty-seven affiliated National and International organizations 
report a decrease, nearly all having held their own or showing an increase, with several 
doubling or trebling their membership. 

Twenty-two organizations surrendered their charters during the year; among that number 
was the Western Federation of Mines, with a membeship of 14,000. The other unions were locals, 
and represented. 412 members. Three local unions were suspended and ninety-eight were dropped 
for non-payment of per capita tax. fl ffl 

The heaviest single item of expense was for our legislative committee, amounting to 
$1,954.96, which includes salary, printing and postage. Other appropriations made were the 
British Engineers, $500; Utah labor organizations, $500; Atlanta Textile Workers, $200; 
Textile Workers’ National Union, $213; Amalgamated Wood Workers, $66.67; Federated Wire 
Trades, $50; and fraternal delegates to the British Trades Union Congress and Canadian 
Labor Congress, $650. 

Following is a report of receipts and expenses by months for the year, which have been 
published in detail in the American Federationtst, and a copy forwarded to each union: 











RECEIPTS. 
Per Capita Tax. Supplies. Assessment. Federationist 

Nov., DT i alaicins 4.5 Seas wasn $759 09 $262 72 $273 58 $11 32 
Dec., rr er re are 971 25 195 26 64 29 24 60 
Jan., PG ibage takin eam 401 20 355 45 85 12 95 
Feb., (RR ee re eer 895 63 360 36 1 96 596 91 
ee een 998 36 386 60 : 26 236 20 
a errr eee 888 29 Te 84 26 
May, eee 784 02 292 74 7 7 70 
SS eer 1,821 80 351 05 25 35 354 O1 
July, . See ee 831 89 224 81 89 131 44 
Aug., Se eee 885 10 DS ee 49 36 
ee ee 725 84 a. ore 485 55 
Oct., Se eee ek ?,742 84 eee 293 53 

TOE sasitace «deuce $12,705 31 $3,532 68 $368 33 $2,287 83 


General. Federationist. 


Nov., ioe SKC ENE HEE SE WEEE DERE ORK RRRS $ 909 97 $394 11 
Dec., NE Sep thegdo5018 UN Re LSRSS SRE EEEPOTEETSS 1,737 72 § a1 
Jan., “Ree ee ee ee eens 1,814 44. 210 34 
Feb., _ Sere ere rere ere re eee 1,840 82 178 56 
IRS GUN ih 5 cen Ried Vig ROE BE Ohh Ke Kea wR Ore 1,220 88 278 o1 
April, N80 i5io 0 6:4 $d G WEED AG NEG ERG. ESS SLVR SRE 1,524 94 180 90 
May, ME ahs htc assdhnas ia ras Ba RK Wed i ae Oral ar ae 1,080 32 170 84 
June, Ee re ne Or ee ee re 1,789 06 327 63 
July, Serre errr re re re ee ee ret rr 1,224 76 181 51 
Aug., REE Se eee cee gene Oeney” oe 1,021 21 217 60 
Sept., Bs 5h nh SD eRSERE ES EDEE SOR SO TL ANN OOS BOCs 878 93 275 65 
Oct., _ SEP ee ree eee ee ree re 1,602 37 123 39 

INES 66s waakanea SAE Rader LESS $16,655 42 $2,541 75 


RECAPITULATION. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance on hand November 1, 1897...........-++5. $ 3,604 44 
Per Capita Tax .....cccsescccsccsnssvccvcsveseces 12,705 31 
EE AGEL RED. ENS Kae cbs SOG eT 3,532 68 
PE -ccckceKebeeds SS aRENERET REDO KE OS OOOO 368 33 
REE 4s Caéeceanges 2448 aS eK EERE NOE SAS 2,287 83 
-———————_ $22, 588 _ 59 
EXPENSES 
OO CC LT ET OTE ST ee ee $16,655 42 
PEE cicavenas S55 Scans eone OENsmReraaeeee 2,541 75 


— —— $19,197 17 


NG FENN, NN or ay bored ware 8 a oa OD $3,391 42 
Following is a grouping as near as possible, under their several heads, of the detailed 
monthly expenses: 





XU 
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Appropriation to British Engineers. ..........csccccsccvcecces $ 500 00 
tak: for defenge OF €1GNt-HOUr AW sisi ccescccccnccsnens 500 00 
Atlanta Textile Workers.............. 200 00 
Textile Workers National Union 213 00 
Amalgamated Woodworkers aaa eet ka wavs pa 66 67 
Federated Wire Trades ...........:- “ee re sal ecane 50 00 

Two delegates to British Trade Union Congress. . ane 550 00 

One delegate to Canadian Labor Congress 100 00 

Salary of Samuel Gompers, President, twelve months............ 1,800 00 

Salary of Frank Morrison, Secretary, twelve months............ 1,500 00 

Salary of John B. Lennon, Treasurer... 100 00 

Entertainment of English delegates at Nashville Convention.... 27 65 

Traveling and hotel expenses, President and Secretary, attend- 

SR TNGUNOIE “GOMUGNONEE bs cc cccnccevsceseaticenckucwe 66 75 

Assistant Secretary of Nashville Convention................... 50 00 
POG 60 bitches Senen earedéivedadinierkee bee nese 28 00 
a re RT ree re er ee ee ee 28 00 

Printing daily proceedings Nashville Convention and 2,500 bound 
WUE 4k Soe EC SER SG. “WKET DER EECESDDAT RAS CER ES Re DeRCewees 867 14 

MOE C6 MEN by Coco ves ces nal sine ank ee Real emeaue meas eeeue os 555 00 

Premium for insurance of $2,000 on office furniture and supplies 10 00 

Convention supplies 2 


AUGNING WOOKE aves scscverestvensdeedveencineaccaccesecenels 
ewspapers for office 











Legi tive Committee—Salary, printing, postage, etc. 
Organizing literature and printing 

Sr Cr Me CMD vcc creat eckndasotvasaeveces cae 
J REPT TT TTT TEP ee T eT eT Tee eee ere 
Postage Me, CNOIONEE ica seco ake eee des ew eens rete nee ens 





Organizing expenses 




















Stenographers ........... ik ca hark atts ees 71 
TE NE. <a'a died A RCRENS KEE EASEA VANCED CodCEREASCRORAGRDERERES 425 75 
POM bisa e a Kae Ree C ee « Cees 7 00 
DO TO CEE onic knee ehUCEEU CREME CORK Cea CES ERS 15 33 
Traveling expenses of President 547 74 
Traveling expenses of Secretary. ...0 66 icccesvdneceuves 52 65 
John B. Lennon—Expenses of Treasurer attending Bricklayers’ 

Conventine Ot Peas Wicn ccc cece necstenssscestvecene 13 50 
Printing 3,500 Officers’ Reports and Programs................. 24 45 
CHRD TDN voces ccc sr ccc ecenpeetensneeesesccdecctecusces ° 141 08 
Attending Executive Council meetings: 

», J. McGuire, First Vice-President... 33 50 
Duncan, Second Vice-President. +a ke 56 90 
O'Connell, Third Vice ST EE RRS TEED ASS) 175 50 

M. M. Garland, Fourth Vice-President..........sscccccvece 52 50 

Joke BD. Lemtom, TFICRSGIET... cw cccscccacccvcccscrcscvece oeeuus 182 00 
NOU. cv iveiweeciue sede, ensdmccasevaenceeceesbashe ens 82 25 
Expenses publishing .4merican Federationist, twelve months.... 2,541 75 
TOME. eiekicr wees. Keaisadaeueteus Ces ce ae eanenenuaae $19,197 17 
1889. 
ee Ce No hia cencnweeae been nes $ 604 83 
BO: cacenaccutus. dcbaledtisiescuannues 58 38 40 
a Ske 26 
Ce CTE OT CS PC COE OT eee 6,578 33 
— —$ 864 90 
1890. 
DE. 66. WMG. coi cr crccccnctcavensonden $ 864 90 
rer rrr rere rer ees ee 23,849 74, 
a $24,714 64 
DROORONE «650d ose carethpccte reseed se erwecesanedeums 21,070 57 


— a: O44) OF 








1891. 
Balance on eee ees one : 07 
po  Rewerrer re Tree er *, 
———— $21,346 43 
MM TLTTTITTCELOCLICE RETO Te Pe “1h 190 07 
—_——$ 8,156 36 
Balance on 31 
oo reer eres 34 56 
$25,990 87 
POO, eck ck edinncecceuve” Cevndaeesentscucvasases 18,324 69 


$ 7,666 18 
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1893. 
I EN NIN 6.6 Ss ee sdcodvineaninaecee $ 7,666 18 
Ee eee Tea ee 20, 864 62 
. ——$28,530 80 
INE isc carsacxurwasereé ches 95:4h5we Chewmiods 21 383 36 
————$ 7,147 44 
894 
NE SINE cients ce bene eeeeaad eee $ 7,147 44 
PE pS ksAaDSadeSesRG, 0 dace erases 15,346 43 


’ $22,493 87 
NN ocd SADIE SASRIRRAES SONNE RES KOR CRS 17,302 08 


e509 








1895. 
re CE 6 cn cankesee ene bee eeee ee $ 5,191 79 
PED. CEKSESANSVSCOR 006686066558005055 13,751 75 
‘ - ~$18, 943 54 
PORE: S550 desde eeER EISSN Seba esanceawes 15,612 42 
= —$ 3,331 12 
1896. 
EN IE 565066 5: aioe ER $ 3,331 
NERD. 6.060446 oeae sr ceNSSGEs GST Re OOS 16,290 
-—— 30 
DE: KaGiisee ect aneeseeedues’. ehearsedtasegecet 95 
-$ 4,165 35 
1897 
NR TO EG 6.55 64s 6s SEA aw aR $ 4,168 35 
PR SeTkScaEasiowinprae Keaoians 18,639 92 
- -—_—_——$22,808 27 
PE Sa ccievastsasatseselend) adit eaoesiakeranGe 19,113 83 
Say S000 ah 
1898. 
i (I ns 655405 cA wale ch keer $ 3,604 44 
DE: 6c 54NG LASEK > ods he SR AENAN SACRED 18,894 15 
z ———_——-$22,588 59 
PD wnices ccdse ke REERERRS WERE OS SKS RADE 19,197 17 


$ 3,391 42 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


The American Federationist during the past year ending October 31, contained from twenty- 
four to thirty- eight pages each issue. Expenses were $253.92 more than the receipts. If all 
moneys due had been received, the deficit would have been less than $100, which would have 
left a small balance in favor of the American Federationist for the past five years. 

The expenses incurred through publishing the American Federationist . the past three 
years ('94, 95, ’96,) of its existence, exceeded the receipts to the amount of $213.67. It will 
be seen by a reference to the receipts and expenses (’97, ’98,) as given below ‘in tabular form, 
that there was a surplus of $59.67 for the past two years, which reduces the total deficit to $154. 

The outlook is favorable for securing new advertising contracts, and at the end of the 
coming fiscal year there will be found a handsome surplus, with a larger magazine and a greater 
number of copies in circulation. 

The following are the receipts and expenses for twelve months, ending October 31: 


RECEIPTS. 


CON: CS SeSCaS 40a 6bRNS58SON TENS ER OREE RE OS TR SERS $2,035 10 
Subscriptions (FSA RS WAS: CRDEDSRESEOEOECERD ES RS ETRE BONES 211 80 
Serre rt ree re rer ee re ee 28 33 
NN COCR CT Be EEE CET OT eC ee 60 

$2,287 83 

EXPENSES 

Deak Ob eks Meehan th ede Chey. aba NN ene en es wea $2,066 26 
A ON oi 65 Poo 5 dk wulp sah ROW awe oe reba eee 413 88 
Se CE Sit RAD Te Tee TPP eee oe Cee 29 O1 
ca ce es Caen ae < RR EES OM REPRE CAE REAR RUS 32 60 


Excess of expenses over receipts, $253.92. 
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RECAPITULATION FOR TWO YEARS. 





Receipts. Expenses. Surplus. Deficit. 
1897... cee eees $3,408 39 $3,094 80 $313 59 $ 
Sais 6ecioe os 2,287 83 a a; Se 
$5,606 22 $5,636 55 $313 59 





Surplus for two years, $59.67. 


STRIKES. 


The result of the strikes during the past year as reported by the affiliated organizations can 
not be said to be discouraging. They have resulted in increasing the wages, reducing the hours 
of labor, and have averted many threatened reductions. ‘They show that 260 strikes occurred, 
involving 22,311 workers, and out of that number 160 were won, twenty-nine compromised, thir. 
ty-six lost and thirty-five pending. The number of persons benefited was 19, 367, and 3,102 did 
not receive substantial benefit. 


BOYCOTTS, 


The discrimination of trade unionists and their sympathizers against non-union products has 
resulted in unionizing many establishments, and proved of great assistance to National unions in 
their efforts to organize their crafts. The efficient service rendered by the central bodies affil- 
iated with the American Federation of Labor, and many that are not, deserve the very highest 
commendation. 

‘he following is a condensed report culled from the reports received from affiliated unions 
for the twelve months ending October 31: 





NATIONALS. 


Agents.——Issued four charters. Have secured a 10 per cent increase in commissions. 

Broom Makers.—Issued five charters; two strikes; won one; lost one. Total gains in wages 
10 per cent; gained without strikes, recognition of the union and use of label at Alpha, Ill. 

Bakers and Confectioners.—Issued eighteen charters. Progress in shop control through union 
label. Cost of boycotts, $2,000. 

Bicycle Workers.—Issued seven ‘charters. Won three strikes; lost one. General reduction pre- 
vented and in some places increases were made, and secured union scale o wage. Num- 
ber of persons involved, 202; number benefited, seventy-eight; not benefited, 124. One 
boycott won, one lost and one pending. Cost of strikes, $450; cost of boycotts, $70. Scabs 
secured from Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo. Advantages gained without strikes, general 
reduction prevented and displacement of girls by men. 

Brewery Workmen.—lIssued twenty-two charters. Gained nine-hour day for six months in the 
year for unions in Milwaukee, Wis., and St. Louis, Mo., and for the year in Houston and 
Galveston, Tex., and Denver, Colo. 

Brick Makers.—Issued ten charters. Ten strikes; won five; one compromised; two pending. 
Total gains in wages about 25 per cent. Secured reduction in hours of labor; union label 
recognized by employers; union brick is preferred by, many contractors; ordinances passed 
by several municipalities demanding that union brick” be used in the construction of pub- 
lic buildings. Number of persons involved in strikes, 1,200; benefited, 900; worsted, 300, 
cost of strikes, $2,500; scabs secured from St. Louis, Mo., No. Alton, Ill. Increase ‘of 10 
per cent in wages in Cook county, without a strike. 

3oiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders.—Issued nine charters. Thirteen strikes; won five; 
compromised two; lost six. Increase in membership. <A large preponderance of members 
involved in the strikes won, comparatively few involved in the strikes lost. Gains in 
wages, 10 per cent in several places, 7% per cent in one; several places 25 cents per day 
conceded without demand. Reduction in hours of labor per day in Pittsburg. Nine-hour 
day is the rule. Two boycotts, one discontinued. Greater increase in membership; har- 
mony among the workers secured as result of strikes. 

Blacksmiths.—Issued three charters. Number of strikes, two; won one; one pending. Trouble 
at Rock Island Arsenal was settled in favor of the men and resulted in a substantial gain 
in wag 

Wood Carvers—lIssued two charters. Won one strike, and secured thereby 20 per cent in- 
crease in wages. 

Lace Curtain Operators.—One strike; lost one. Total gains in wages, 22 per cent in one 
branch. Secured reduction in hours of labor and gains in other respects. Scabs secured 
from Philadelphia. 

Cigarmz akers. Issued ten charters. Won twenty-five strikes; compromised two; lost four. To- 
tal gain in wages, about $2 per week per member. Gained in membership. No loss during 
the year. Number of persons involved, 541; benefited, 484; not benefited, 57. Won one 
boycott; none lost; nineteen pending. Cost of strikes, about $6,000. 

Retail Clerks.—Issued forty- -six charters. Several locals have obtained Sunday closing and 
others have secured a reduction of one hour each day. No losses. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers,—Issued five charters. Several shops in Chicago, Milwaukee and 

Cleveland, adopted the nine-hour day without reduction in wages 

Coopers Issued sixteen charters. Won seven strikes; compromised one. Total gain in 
wages 10 per cent. Secured reduction in hours of ‘labor. Eight-hour day in Milwaukee, 
Boston and a few other places. Gains on other respects. Three times as many members, 
and they are three times as enthusiastic. No loss during the year. Number of persons 
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involved, 507; benefited, 467; not benefited, none. 3oycotts won, one; lost two; pend- 
ing five. Cost of strikes, $432. Scabs secured from Boston, Mass. udventemes gained 
without strikes. Increasing demand for union label; many places became organized _ be- 


cause compelled to use label or go out of business. 

Coremakers.—Issued eleven charters. Five strikes; won three; one compromised; one lost; 8 
per cent gain in wages; secured reduction in hours of labor. Number of persons involved, 
310; benefited, 295; worsted, five; scabs secured from Philadelphia and in the East. 

Window Glass Cutter Total gains in wages, 5 per cent; gains in other respects, 2 per cent; 
gain in membership, no losses; number of persons involved, 3,200; benefited, 3,200, none 
worsted; scabs secured from Elwood, Ind., Anderson, Ind., Eaton, Ind., Covington, Pa., 
Quaker City, Ohio. 

Electrical Workers.—Three strikes; won two; lost one; number of persons involved 500; cost 
of strikes, $680. Hours of labor have been ere in a great many cities. 

Amalgamated Association of Engineers.—Issued one charter; one strike, one compromised. Ks- 
tablished minimum rate for machinists at Hoe’ Printing Press, New York City, co-operat- 
ing with International Association of Machinists; cost of strike, $500. 

Steam Engineers.—Issued six charters, and more than double in membership. 

Window Glass Flatteners. Total gains in wages, 15 per cent. Increase in membership. Won 
one strike, involving an increase of 15 per cent in wages over previous year. 

American Flint Glass Workers.—One strike; still pending; thirty-nine persons involved; cost 











strike benefits, $4,527, from January 1, 1898, to November 12, 1808. 
Garment Workers.—Issued fifteen charters. Increase in membership. Had three strikes; won 
one; lost two small strikes. About 1,500 persons employed in overall branch, gained about 


$1 per week, and about 500 had hours of labor reduced two hours per week. In a num- 
ber of cutting shops, union conditions have been established, by which wages have been 
raised and hours shortened. No losses in wages, and no decrease in the hours of labor 
reported anywhere. Have forced five clothing firms to pay the union scale. The union 
label has been of great benefit. 

Table Knife Grinders.—Slight increase in membership. 

Granite Cutters.—Issued four charters; twenty-two strikes; won seventeen; three compro 
mised, resulting favorably; two lost; gained advance in wages in twelve instance reduc 
tion in hours in two instances; advantages gained without strikes, fifteen mani agree 
ments. 

Gold Beaters.—The trade has been reduced from seven and three-fourths cents per book to four 
cents per book. 

Hatters.—Gain in wages, slight advance. Gain in other respects; non-union shops unionized, 
three or four. Loss during the year, none. Boycotts won, one; lost, none. 

Longshoremen.—-Issued twenty-eight charters. Had one strike, which was successful. Gained 
about 25 per cent in wages. Scabs secured in Ohio and Pennsylvania (Italian immigrants). 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.—Issued six charters; total gains in wages 15 per cent. At 
present ten hours constitute a day’s work, but no member is allowed to work overtime; 
won one boycott. 

Building Laborers.—Issued twelve charters and are enjoying fair conditions. 

Iron Moulders.—Charters issued during the year, sixteen; number of gtrikes, twenty-nine; won 
eighteen; compromised two; lost four; pending five; total gains in wages in machinery 
and jobbing, about ten per cent; in a few localities hours of labor have been reduced; ten 
hours is the rule of the trade; gain in membership, 2,042. The steve-molding branch has 
had no reduction from the prices paid in 1892; the piece prices are arranged with the 
Stove Manufacturers Defense Association by yearly agreements. The union is in a better 
condition today, numerically and financially, than previous to the depression of 1893. Num- 
ber of persons involved in the strikes. 846; benefited; 786; worsted sixty; two boycotts 
pending; cost of strikes, $48,439.49. The trade conditions have been favorable during the 
past nine months. Have’ secured advance in wages, ranging from 5 to 15 per cent, and many 
concessions favorable to the unions. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass Workers.—Issued twenty-two charters. One strike; 
won one. No reduction in wages. Four boycotts won; seven pending. Over forty dis- 
putes have been settled by arbitration. 

Machinists.—Charters issued during the year, thirty-s Strikes, twenty- eight; won, nineteen; 
compromised, five; lost, four. Fifty lodges report 10 per cent increase in wages. Sixty-six 
shops in Pittsburg, Pa., conceded the nine hour day without corresponding reduction in 
wages. Thirty-three disputes were settled without a strike, netting an increase in wages 
to members; prevention of piece work and running two machines; preventing reduction 
in wages; unionizing a large number of shops, and doing away with overtime; number of 


























persons involved, 1,350; benefited, 1,270; worsted, eighty. Won one boycott and two 
pending. Cost of strikes, $10,000; cost of boycotts, nominal. Scabs were secured every- 
where, especially in unorganized towns. Advantages gained without strikes, protection to 


members and right to organize. 

United Mine Workers—-Have issued forty-nine charters. Many local strikes adjusted. Secured 
two hours’ reduction per day. 

Northern Minera! Mine Workers.—Gained a fair and impartial trial of the eight-hour day for 
one mine, and compromised one strike. 

Musicians.—-Issued fourteen charters and increased 25 per cent in membership. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.—Issued sixteen charters. Number of strikes seven; won 
five; compromised one; lost one. Secured general advance in wages, better treatment, 
and pay for overtime; ten hours in some towns. Two boycotts won; two pending. Gained 
ground in every town organized; men granted more privileges after organization than 
before. 

Painters and Decorators.—Issued thirteen charters. One strike pending. Secured nine hours, 
and in six cities eight hours, 
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Pattern Makers.—Issued six charters. Won one strike. Gains in wages, 10 per cent. Wages 
in organized cities show a marked increase, in some cities as high as 20 per cent; num- 
ber of persons involved, ten; benefited, 100, as all shops granted the demand. With 
October, 1898, a system of high dues (35 cents per week) and benefits (sick, death and 
tool insurance) went into effect. 

Plumbers.—Issued thirty-four charters. Won eight strikes; lost two; compromised two; gain 
in wages, slight; persons involved, 500; henefited, 450; not benefited, fifty. 

Stoneware Potters.—Won one strike; all members now working by the piece. 


Steel and Copper Plate Printers.—No decrease in wages. Eight-hour day. Partially successful 
in contest against steam presses in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.. Successful 
with the Comptroller of New York City in having the bonds of that city printed by union 
labor. 


Street Railway Employes.—Issued nine charters. Six strikes; won four; one compromised; 
one lost; gain in wages, about 2 cents an hour; secured reduction in hours of labor; 
number of persons involved, 1,100; benefited, 900; wors sted, 200; cost of strikes, about 
$2,000; scabs secured from St. Louis, Indianapolis, Philadelphia and Grand Rapids. Gained 
without strikes in several places increase in pay, shorter hours, etc., and in some places, 
changed rules and regulations to the advantage of the members. 

Seamen.—Some members have been out on strike all the year. On the Pacific, wages were in- 
creased $5 per month; the Lakes started at $1.50 per day, now $2—is not an increase over 
last year. 

Tailors.—Issued nineteen charters. Won strikes; lost none. Gain in wages estimated at 
$30,000. Other gains; thirty-one loc secured increase of prices. Joss during year, six 
locals lapsed; number of persons involved, 1,200; benefited, 1,200; not benefited, none. 
One boycott won; lost, none; pending, none. 

Printers.—Issued thirty-five charters during the year; number of strikes, thirty-one; won nine; 
pending, seventeen; lost, five; have secured a reduction from ten hours per day to nine 
and one-half, to take effect November 21, 1898, and further agreed with the United Ty- 
pothetae for the introduction of the nine-hour day on November 21, 1899; following is the 
agreement: 

“That the said United Typothetae of America agrees to inaugurate a shorter workday on 
the following basis: The nine-and-a-half-hour day, or the fifty seven hour week, to 
commence on November 21, 18098, and the nine-hour day, or fifty-four-hour week, on 
November 21, 1899. 

That the said International Typographical Union, International Printing Pressmen’s 
and Assistants’ Union and International Brotherhood of Bookbinders will endeavor in the 
meantime to equalize the scale of wages in the competitive districts where at present 
there are serious inequalities, upon the basis outlined by the representatives of the Press- 
men’s and Typographical Unions at the Milwaukee Convention of the United Typothetae 
of America. 

PROVIDED, That nothing in this agreement shall be construed or operate to increase 
the hours in any city where they are now less than those specified. 

PROVIDED, FURTHER, That nothing in this agreement shall be construed to prevent 
local unions or establishments from mutually arranging the fifty-seven or fifty-four hours, 
respectively, so that Saturdays may be observed as half-holidays. 

PROVIDED, ALSO, That wherever the employers of any city will not, prior to No- 
vember 21, 1898, enter into an agreement with local unions to carry out the above men- 
tioned reduction of hours on the dates specified, the said union shall not be considered 
as restrained from endeavoring to obtain from such employers the nine-hour day or 
fifty-four hour week on any such earlier date as they in their judgment may select. 

The above agreement with the Typothetae was reached without much difficulty, and is re- 
garded as a signal victory, because it is the first official recognition of the organized 
printing trades by the United Typothetae. Number of persons involved in strikes, 645; 
benefited, 346; worsted, 46; cost of strikes, $21,331.42; scabs secured mainly from un- 
organized towns. 

Tobacco Workers.—Issued six charters. Gain in wages not large and only in a few instances. 
Gains generally have been secured by the use of the label, which has strengthened the or- 
ganization. Many manufacturers are now using label, having discovered that it is to their 
advantage to do so. 

Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers.—Issued eight charters. Won one strike. Advantages gained 
without strikes. Affiliated locals have agreements with firms to the rst of May. 

Trunk and Bug Workers.—Issued one charter. Wages cut in St. Louis, but secured restoration 
through arbitration. 

Elastic Goring Weavers.—Two strikes; won one; one pending; prevented reduction in wages; 
cost of strikes, $1,875. Trade has been very bad, the majority of men not working over 
two or three days per week. 

Federated Wire Trades.—Issued three charters. One strike; 3,000 persons involved; 700 worsted; 
one boycott lost; cost of strike about $5,000. Scabs secured from Worcester, Mass.; Wau- 
kegan, Ill., and Cleveland. 











LOCAL. 


3rushmakers, 6980 (Chicago, Ill.)—Secured contract of the Board of Education of Chicago with 
assistance of committees from Chicago Federation of Labor; had city order the label 
placed on all goods purchased where there was a label, and to be union made where there 
was no label. 
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Cap Cutters, 6167 (New York City).—Total gains in wages, $2 per week; Saturday half-holiday 
conceded. ) 

Canmakers, 6946 (Baltimore, Md.)—Won two strikes; secured 25 per cent gain in wages. 

Cooper Machine Workers, 7124 (Minneapolis, Minn.)—Won one strike; 
wages ranging from 25 cents to 60 cents a day. 

Federal Labor, 6558 (Glenwood, Wis.)—-One strike; 500 persons involved and 500 benefited. 

Federal Labor, 6630 (Bonner, Mont.)—Gained in membership. 

Federal Labor, 6623 (C linton, Mont.)——-Gains in wages, $5 per month; total reduction of hours 
of labor, two per day; have agreements with all lumber dealers and loggers to employ 
none but union men and to pay not less than $35 per month and board, and not to work 
their men over ten hours per day; 200 persons benefited. 

Federal Labor, 6964 (Ouray, Colo.)-—Slight gain in wages; secured reductions of two 
per day. 

Federal Labor, 6994 (Bearmouth, Mont.)—Won one strike; compromised one: total gains in 
wages, $5 per month; secured reduction in hours; number of persons involved, forty-five; 
number benefited, forty-five. ‘ 

Federal Labor, 7089 (ima, O.)—One strike compromised; gain in wages, 10 to 
membership increased. 

Federal Labor, 7106 (South Bend, Ind.)—Won one strike; one compromised; 
made in wages and reduction in hours. 

Federal Labor, 7122 (Olney, Ill.)—-One hour per day reduction secured, with promise of two. 

Federal Labor, 7138 (South Omaha, Neb.)—-Won one strike; number of persons involved 
number benefited, 6,000. ‘Total gains in wages, 2% cents an hour. 

Stationary Firemen, 6892 (Kansas City, Mo.)-——Gains secured in wages and reduction in hours. 
Difficulties settled without strikes. 

Horse-Nail Makers, 7073 (New Brighton, Pa.)—Have secured improved conditions and the rec- 
ognition of the union. 

Iron Workers’ Helpers, 6709 (Cleveland, O.)—Gains made in wages; number of persons bene- 
fited, fifty. 

Iron Workers’ Helpers, 7131 (Lorain, O.)—Won one strike; gains in wages, 25 cents 
number of persons involved, 250; number benefited, 400. 

Laborers, 6,869 (Ludington, Mich.)—One strike compromised; number of persons benefited, 378; 
one boycott pending. 

Laundry W orkers, 7133 (Cleburne, Tex.)—-Won one strike; compromised one; gains in wages, 

1 per week; two hours per day reduction; number of persons involved, sixteen; number 
benefited, twenty. 

Lime Burners, 7078 (Rockport, Me.)—One strike; 600 persons involved. 

Lumber Inspectors and Tallymen, 5525 (Toledo, O.)—No increase in wages; no reduction in 
hours. 

Marble Cutters and Tile Setters, “- (Rochester, N. Y.)—Secured reduction in hours of labor. 

Park Department Workers, 7061 (Dorchester, Mass.)--Last year, four months, half day Satur- 
days; this year, six months, making a gain of thirty-three hours. 

Plasterers, Tenders and Laborers, 6901 (Memphis, Tenn.)—Secured two hours reduction in 
day’s work. 

Plate Glass Workers, 6895 (Elwood, Ind.)—Boycott placed on Pittsburg Plate Glass combine; 
scabs secured from the Eastern factories. 

Slate and Tile Roofers, 5774 (Kansas City, Mo.)—Secured reduction in hours of labor. 

Stone Pointers, 6775 (South Boston, Mass.)—One strike; wages fairly good; nine hours per 
day, Saturday eight hours; money expended on strike contributed by the members; scabs 
secured in Boston. 

Shingle Weavers, 7099 (Menominee, Mich.)—Secured recognition for the union. 

Seamless Tube Workers, 6973 (Ellwood City, Pa.)--Won three strikes; secured 5 per cent in- 
crease in wages. 

Sprinkler Fitters, 6479 (St. Louis, Mo.)—One strike compromised; recognition of union se- 
curec 

Stoneware Workers, 6888 (Akron, O0.)—Reduction in wages averted; prospects bright. 

Tin Plate Openers, 6914 (Elwood, Ind.)—-Gained an increase of 12 to 15 per cent in wages. 

Tin Plate Workers, 6908 (Elwood, Ind.)—Total gain in wages, 7% per cent; number of persons 
benefited, goo. Scale of wages saed, with a good advance without a strike. 

seer Banca Tinners, 6947 (Newcastle, Pa.)—Reduction in hours from twelve to eight per 

; 15 cents an hour for cleaning from July 1, 1898, used to clean for nothing. : , 

Tin Plate Workers, 7060 (Atlanta, Ind.)—-One strike won after being out ten days. Slight in- 
crease in wages; gained recognition of union; number of persons involved, fifty-four; 
saaihes benefited, forty-eight; worsted, four. ; 

Teamsters, 7083 (Collinsville, Ill.)—-Total gains in wages, 33 per cent. Do all the city teaming. 


secured increases in 


hours 


30 per cent; 


none lost; gain 


3,000; 


a day; 


UNION LABEL. 


The agitation and the use of the label as a guarantee that the products have been manufac 
tured under favorable conditions is on the increase. It is safe to say that every central body that 
is in any way active has a label committee, whose duty it is to visit the different firms and secure 
their promise to handle labeled goods, and in many cities active label leagues have succeeded in 
creating a healthy demand for union products. The only serious drawback is the multiplicity of 
labels, which are increasing every year. , 

There are now thirty labels, three cards and one badge recognized by organized labor. The 
unions using labels endorsed by the A. F. of L. are: 
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Cigarmakers, Printers, Root and Shoe Workers, Hatters, Wood Workers, Garment Workers, 
Tobacco Workers, Tailors, Moulders, Gold Beaters, Horse Nail Makers, Sardine Packers, Salmon 
Fishermen, Bakers, Coopers, Flour Mill Employes, Laundry Workers, Teamsters, Photogra- 
phers, Leather Workers, Brewery Workers, Mattress Makers, Broom Makers, Carriage and 
Wagon Makers, Brickmakers, Bicycle Workers, Bottle Blowers, Brushmakers, Metal Polishers, 
Machinists, Horse Shoers, Can Makers. ‘The Clerks, Barbers and Waiters have a card and the 
agents have a badge. 








ORGANIZATION, 


During the year, 203 charters have been issued to National, central, local and Federal Labor 
Unions. 

Of this number nine were granted to the following National and International Unions: 
Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers International Union, Building Laborers Inter- 
national Protective Union of America, International Brotherhood of Bookbinders, International 
Wood Carvers’ Association of North America, Window Glass Flatteners’ Association of North 
America, Window Glass Cutters’ league of America, Amalgamate d Society of Engineers, National 
Steel and Copper Plate Printers of the United States, Trunk and Bag Workers’ International 
Union of America. 

Twelve to central labor unions, as follows: Sacramento, Cal.; Memphis, Tenn.; Galves- 
ton, Te Lowell, Mass.; Anna ge Ind; Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.; Collinsville, Ill.; Atlanta, 
Ga.; Bay City, Mich.; Schenectady, N. Y.; Port Huron, Mich.; Elgin, II. 

There are at the present time 431 organizers commissioned by the A. F. of L. That their 
work has been successful can readily be verified by reference to the reports of the fifty Inter- 
national and National organizations, just read, which gives the information that they have issued 
527 charters during the year. 

The report received indicate that 880 unions have been organized through their earnest as- 
sistance. The faithful work done by these organizers is well understood and appreciated by the 
officers of the National organizations. 

To give the delegates a better understanding of the condition of the treasury during the 
past year, I quote below the balance on hand on the first of cach month: 





Ee ee er ee ee $1,957 21 TS 6 ccc eeed ee atauvedveuewetues 1,848 37 
MEE GCA RAKE V KEES “Ree Re ee eer 1,792 69 PEE, Givcnvannad Mvko.cunme scene 1,632 13 
MD. Nes tes vtceedk . Chéduna bee enues 1,905 20 DET: <nctivspecacc ameeduaecnd 1,586 1 
BD he kteRe need. chads caweneanes 1,579 38 CEE cvvincadde obadeudeewanaced 1,853 95 
WU 6aWe os Kees |. 0d sereeceenne ceoue 1,412 85 PU caccaee cceeseasnaneanes 3339 42 


It will be noticed that the balance prior to the first of November would not justify the ini- 
tiation of new work necessitating large financial outlay. 

Much effective work has been accomplished and is in progress at the present time, organizing 
the oil well workers, plate glass workers, tin workers and laundry workers, to say nothing re- 
garding the efforts expended in forming locals of the different National unions. 

The outlook for the coming year is good. The trade unionists are slowly, but surely, forc- 
ing better conditions for the organized and upon the unorganized workers; increasing our mem- 
bership and power, and are better qualified today than ever before to secure favorable consid- 
eration for their demands, and the passage of laws guaranteeing more equitable conditions. 

It is a source of satisfaction to be able to report that a larger percentage of the affiliated 
organizations have recently been more prompt in meeting their obligations than in years past, 
and that many of the unions suspended for non-payment of per capita tax have been reorganized, 
and are now in good standing. 

Through the delegates present I desire to express my thanks to the officers of the Interna- 
tional, National and local unions for their courteous treatment accorded me during the past two 
years, and to my colleagues of the Executive Council I extend my sincere appreciation for their 
earnest assistance and advice given in their zeal for the success of the movement. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary A. F. of L. 





On motion of Delegate Kent, it was referred We further recommend the seating of M. 
to Committee on Secretary’s report. Donnelly, of the Omaha Central Labor Un 
ion, with one vote, the prorest having been 

Delegate Tracy, for the Committee on Cre- withdrawn. 


F. TRACY, Chairman, 





dentials, reported as follows: _t 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Kight- Louk et Oy 

eenth Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: Delegate James E. Fitzgerald moved the 

Your Committee on Credentials desire to 
report that protests against the credentials of Ay $ 
C. Bechtold and J. Zorn, 100 votes, United curred in. Adopted. 
Brewery Workers, cnd P. J. Doyle, 1 vote, 
Chicago Federation of Labor, being with- 
drawn, recommend the seating of those dele- 
gates. 


report be received and recommendations con- 


Treasurer John B. Lennon then read his 
report, as follows: 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 
NOVEMBER I, 1897, TO NOVEMBER 1, 1898. 


To ve — and Delegates of the Eighteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor 

During the year just past the industrial prosperity of our Nation has been seriously inter- 
fered with by the war with Spain and the agitation coming therefrom, yet in spite of all the 
unfavorable circumstances, it is true, as it has always been, that the solid, stable and steadfast 
trade unionists have not only maintained as favorble conditions as existed a year ago, but in 
many instances have materially improved them, and, while the opportunity for employment has 
not been as favorable as some anticipated, yet in nearly every case where our members have had 
employment they have received for their labor as high, if not higher, compensation than was ever 
received by them for the same class of work at any time in the history of our Nation. 

The achievements of the steadfast and true trade unionists is a striking lesson, which should 
be carefully heeded by the workers of the world, and should be the means of convincing one 
and all that at the present time the trade union is the only means by which the worker can 
expect to either maintain conditions as they now exist or secure a better one. 

The officers of the American Federation of Labor, as well as the officers of most of our 
International unions, have been criticised by a great many non-unionists, and by some members 
of trade unions, who in reality are not trade unionists at all, for inefficiency and failure to do 
effective work for the great body of the membership of our organization. I have no apology to 
make to anyone for my conduct during the past year. I have done the very best} work of which 
I was capable, using at al! times, as it appeared to me, the very best methods that were within 
my reach to further the interest of the members of our great organizations. This is an age in 
which exceedingly effective work can only be accomplished by the payment of high dues by the 
members of all organizations to their International Unions and by the International Unions to 
the Federation. Money is the principal means by which officers of the various labor organiza- 
tions can push forward effectively the work that is expected of them by the members through- 
out the country. Wherever the officers of the Federation, during the past year, have failed to 
accomplish all that was expected of them, a careful investigation of our reports will show that 
the lack of effectiveness, whatever it may be, was because the organizations did not furnish suf- 
ficient means to enable us to do all that should have been done. If this is to be remedied in 
the future the organizations must either contribute more funds or the conventions must not lay 
out so extensive and expensive a program to be carried out by the officers during the ensuing year. 

I believe we have exceedingly good reasons to be hopeful of progress in the years to come in 
spite of all the hue and cry that has been raised against the trade unions; they are only means 
that has accomplished effective work for the toilers. This being true, success, and full success, 
will finally crown their efforts, if all remain steadfast. 

To you, as delegates in this Convention, and through you to your constituents throughout 
our jurisdiction, I extend my sincere thanks for the great kindness with which I have been 
treated and for the honors that have been conferred upon me for so many consecutive years. 
To the members of the Executive Council and the officers of the International Unions I extend 
a kindly greeting and best wishes. Below you will find a statement of the finances of the Fed- 
eration, so far as they have passed through my hands during the year just closed: 


INCOME. 

1897. 
November 30. Cash from Secretary Morrison............+.+005 $1,306 71 
December 31. Cash from Secretary Morrison...............+++ 1,255 40 

1898. 
January g1. Cash from Secretary Morrison...........0ece00. 770 45 
February 28. Cash from Secretary Morrison...............+-- 1,854 86 
March 31. Cash from Secretary Morrison.........csecesers 1,622 40 
April 30. Cash from Secretary Morrison..............e00: 1,379 02 
May a1. Cash from Secretary Morrison. .... 6.660.060. 08ss00 1,084 63 
June 30. Cash from Secretary Morrison...............0. 2,552 21 
July 31. Cash from. Secretary Morrison............000s6000% 1,180 03 
August 31. Cash from Secretary Morrison..........ccecscees 1,192 86 
September 30. Cash from Secretary Morrison...............+5- 1,422 35 
October go. Cash from Secretary Morrison. « .....6.000scc0e 3,264 23 
November 1, 1607. Balance in HanG......0csccccsvesevsccvsssee 2,694 44 

TE si ccalsinas, os esis anid eS ESEGiks 490 09K AEANEETAROROR $21,588 59 

EXPENSE. 

1897. 
November 30. Paid November Warrants.............-..+eee005 $1,304 08 
December 31. Paid December Warrants.............0.eeeeeeee 1,740 93 

1898. 
January 31. Paid January Warrants............ceeeeeeeeeeces 2,024 7§ 
Feruary 28. Paid February Warrants...........62+ seseeeeees 2,019 38 
March 31. Paid March Warrants..........escecescescceceeces 1,508 89 
April 30. Paid April Warrants...........sceseeeeereereeees 1,705 84 
May 31. Paid May Warrants........-escessscceecccsscceecees 1,251 16 
June 30. Paid June Warrants..........cccceccecsccescvcseces 2,116 69 
July 31. Paid July Warrants...........seeecceeseescceeeceees 1,406 2 
August 31. Paid August Warrants............seeeeeeees Se 1,238 81 





XU) 





1898] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 39 








September 30. Paid September Warrants...........cccccceces $ 1,154 58 

October 31. Paid October Warrants. ......ccccccccccccccsccccs 1,725 76 
BOGE. ccs ccd satace dens .«vedubedbadsnre seks Cesnasneseaens $19,197 17 

pC eo | errr errr ere rr rer re reer a $21,588 so 

TON DAIS obec kb cow sew bere ve ceded eensiecddetennesass 19,197 17 

Daten te Dein CE THGROIIOE co cc cicccdvcdeciccccccencweses $ 2,391 42 

falance in hands of Secretary............. Miwa Oiidddeche eae aa 1,000 00 
Totes WAREO ae okvcdi sc cvalcercrseacnwcenepecinewboaees 





Respectfully submitted, 


On motion it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Secretary’s Report. 

The local committee on arrangements in- 
vited the American Federation of Labor and 
visitors to a ball to be held at Casino hall, 
Monday evening, December 12. 

Delegate Fahey moved that the program as 
arranged by the local committee for the en- 
tertainment of delegates and visitors for the 
week be accepted. 

Delegate James KE. Fitzgerald opposed the 
motion and moved to amend that the invita- 
tion extended to the American Federation of 
Labor for Monday 
Adopted. 


evening be accepted. 


Delegate Lloyd moved that Mr. Clarence 
S. Darrow, of Chicago, be invited to address 
the convention on Thursday afternoon. Sub- 
ject: “Courts and the 
Adopted. 


Workingmen.” 


Secretary Morrison wired the following in- 
vitation: 

Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 12, 1898. 

Mr. Clarence S$. Darrow, Chicago, II: 

By direction of American Federation of La- 
bor Convention you are respectfully invited 
to deliver an address before the delegates on 
“Workingmen and the Courts’ Thursday, De- 
cember 15th. 

FRANK MORRISON, 
Secy. A. F. of L. 

Delegate Cahill reported as follows for the 
Committee on Rules: 

To the Officers and Members of the Eight- 
eenth Annyal Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

We, your Committee on Rules, beg leave 
to submit for your consideration the following 
rules to govern this convention: 

Rule 1.—The convention shall be called to 

order at 9 a. m., adjourn at 12 noon, to reas- 

semble at 2 p. m., and to continue in session 

until 5:30 p. m. 

Rule 2.—-Every delegate, when he rises to 
speak, shall respectfully address the chair. 
While speaking he shall confine himself to the 
question. 

Rule 3.—Should two or more members rise 
to speak at the same time, the chair shall de- 
cide who is entitled to the floor. 


JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 


Rule 4.—No delegate shall interrupt another 
in his remarks, unless it shall be to call him 
to a point of order. 

Rule 5.—If a delegate, while speaking, be 
called to order, he shall, at the request of the 
chair, take his seat until the question of or- 
der is determined, when, if permitted, he may 
proceed again. 


Rule 6.—A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject or question 
until all who wish to speak have had an oppor- 
tunity to do so, nor more than twice without 
permission from the house, nor any longer 
than five minutes at a time without permis- 
sion. 

Rule 7.—A question shall not be subject to 
debate until it has been seconded and stated 
from the chair, and it shall be reduced to 
writing at the request of any member. 

Rule 8.—When a question is before the 
house no motion shall be in order, except to 
adjourn, to refer, for the preyious question, 
to postpone indefinitely, to postpone for a cer- 
tain time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall severally have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 9.—A motion to lay on the table shall 
be put without debate. 

Rule 10.—A motion for a_ reconsideration 
shall not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, and shall 
require a majority vote. 


Rule 11.—Any delegate not present to an- 
swer to his name at va call shall be marked 
absent; but in the event of being unavoidably 
absent, shall have the privilege of reporting to 
the Secretary. 

Rule 12.—The previous question can only be 
put when called for by at least twelve mem- 
bers. 

Rule 13.—That before a resolution is re- 
ceived by the chair or Committee on Resolu- 
tions, it shall bear the signature of the dele- 
gate introducing it, with the title of his un- 
10n. 


Rule 14.—-No motion or resolution shall be 
finally passed without opportunity to speak is 
afforded the delegate making or introducing 
the same. 


Rule 15.—That no resolution be received 
after Thursday’s session without unanimous 
consent. 

Rule 16.—All questions not herein provided 


shall be decided according to Cushing’s Man- 
ual. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Roll call of Officers and Delegates. 
Reading Mihutes of previous session. 
. Report of Committee on Credentiais. 
. Reports of Officers, 

. Reports of Regular Committees. 

. Reports of Special Committees. 

. Unfinished Business. 

. New Business. 

. Election and Installation of Officers. 
Good of the Federation. 

. Adjournment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J. H. SULLIV. _ = 

R. BRAUNSCHW 

H. S. MILLS 

J. E. FITZG ERAL D, 

B. PERIGNY, 

ISAAC COWE N, 

FOS. 1. CAHILL, Secretary. 


Moved that the report be received and rules 
recommended be adopted. Carried. 

The Credentials Committee submitted the 
following additional report: 

On the protest of the Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders against the credentials of 
Max S. Hayes, of the Cleveland C. L. U., 
your committee recommend the seating of the 
delegate, the Cleveland C. L. U. having com- 
plied with the law 


oom 
HOO MYANEWHH 


On motion the report was adopted. 

President Gompers read the resolutions con- 
tained in the program by their titles and re- 
ferred them to committees, as follows: 

Resolution No. 1—By Cleveland (Ohio) 
Central Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, The preamble of the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor de- 
clares “that it behooves the representatives of 
Trades and Labor Unions of America to adopt 
such measures and disseminate such _princi- 
ples among the mechanics and laborers of our 
country as will permanently unite them to se- 
cure the recognition of the rights to which 
they are justly entitled, and in the preceding 
sentence it is proclaimed that a struggle is go- 
ing on in all nations of the civilized world be- 
tween the oppressors and the oppressed of all 
countries; a struggle between the capitalist 
and the laborer, which grows in_ intensity 
from year to year, and will work disastrous 
results to the toiling masses if they are not 
combined for mutual protection and benefit: 


WHEREAS, The foregoing declarations are 
at variance with Section 8, Article III, of the 
constitution of the American Federation of 
Labor, which reads: ‘Party politics, whether 
they be Democratic, Republican, Socialistic, 
Populistic, Prohibition or any other, shall 
have no place in the convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor,” because a class 
organization of workingmen, as the trade un- 
ion must necessarily be, cannot accomplish 
the amelioration of the conditions of wage 
workers unless its industrial combination is 
augmented by a political ropaganda to en- 
force better economic conditions, and event- 
ually succeed in abolishing the pernicious 
wage system which is responsible for the deg- 


radation of the toiling masses under competi- 
tive capitalism, which questions are polit’ 
issues and consequently must be discussed by 
the wage workers on every occasion, if the 
evils are to be remedied, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By the Central Labor Union 
of Cleveland, that Section 8, Article III, of 
the American Federation of Labor Constitu- 
tion, be altered so as to read: “Section 8. 
Discussions upon any subject affecting the 
interests of the toiling masses shall be in or- 
der, but no political policies shail be endorsed 
except those bearing on the class-conscious 
propaganda for abolition of the wage system.* 
Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 2.—By National Union of 
the United Brewery Workmen of the United 
States: 

RESOLVED, That no boycott shall be con- 
sidered as valid for the unions and members 
affiliated with the American Federation of La- 
bor unless the National or International Un- 
ion, where such exists, or a Federal Labor 
Union, after vainly trying to adjust the dif- 
ferences, apply to the American Federation 
of Labor General Headquarters for endorse- 
ment of the boycott, and_ that .this endorse- 
ment be given by the President or the Execu- 
tive of the American Federation of Labor; and 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the President and Ex- 
ecutive of the American Federation of Labor 
shall not endorse any boycott proposition if 
the effect of such boycott tends to boycott 
union products. This is to be understood that 
products of members of unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor shall not 
be placed under boycott for any of the follow- 
ing reasons: Because in the manufacture of 
the main products, raw material, etc., or tools, 
machinery, etc., have been used that may be 
non-union; or because the package may be a 
non-union product; or because the product 
may be transported, handled or sold by non- 
union labor; or because the product may 
have been made in buildings built partly or 
entirely by non-union men; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That if a union affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, whose 
members are, in a merely indirect or auxiliary 
manner, engaged in the making or handling 
of any product, presents a grievance on ac- 
count of the employment of non-union men, 
then the President or the Executive of the 
American Federation of Labor shall try to 
bring about an understanding and agreement 
between the various unions interested in the 
case, and no effort shall be spared to do jus- 
tice to all parties concerned, 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 3.—By Delegate John B. 


Lennon: 


To amend the Constitution of the A. F. of 
I, by striking out Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
of Article X, to-wit: 

Section 1. In case any National or Inter- 
national or local body affiliated with this 
Federation shall order a strike, or is locked 
out, and by reason of financial distress it 
shall be necessary for it to call upon the 
Federation for aid, the Executive Council, if 
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they deem that such organization is entitled 
to receive such assistance, shall make an as- 
sessment not exceeding tWo cents per mem- 
ber per week, upon every National, Interna- 
tional and local body affiliated with the Fed- 
eration. 

Section 2. Such assessment shall remain 
in force for a period not exceeding five con- 
tinuous weeks, unless otherwise ordered by a 
general vote of all National and International 
unions affiliated. 

Section 3. Any National or International 
organization or other body connected with this 
Federation, failing to comply with the re- 
quirements of Section 1 of this Article within 
a period of thirty days, shall be suspended, 
and shall not be reinstated until all arrear- 
ages are paid in full. 

Section 4. Accompanying a call for an as- 
sessment shall be a circular from the Presi- 
dent of the Federation, giving a detailed ac- 
count of the strike or lockout. 

Section 5. No affiliated body of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor shall be entitled to 
benefit from the strike fund of the Federation 
until it has been six months affiliated, has 
paid six months’ per capita tax to the Federa- 
tion, and must be in good standing. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 






To add a new section, Section 9, of Ar- 
ticle IX. 

The Executive Council shall make no do- 
nations or loans to affiliated unions for any 
purpose whatever, but shall use all surplus 
funds of the Federation over and above the 
actual running expenses for organizing pur- 
poses and to secure the passage of legislation 
that has been approved by conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 4—By Delegate J. F. Mc- 
Cormick: 

To amend the Constitution of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor— 


NEW ARTICLE. 

Section 1. The American Federation of La- 
bor hereby adopts as a Universal Label the 
following design: 

ae 

Section 2. The President shall, when he 
deems it essary, cause the said label to be 
registered in States, Territori¢s and Prov- 
inces. Where registration is or may hereafter 
be authorized by law, and is enjoined to pre- 
vent, either by resort to the courts or by such 
other measures as may appear practicable, the 
infringement, counterfeiting or forgery of the 
same. 

Section 3. The President shall have the 
power to issue the Universal Label to any 
affliated International union, National union 
or local union having neither a National nor 
International organization; and the Secretary 
shall, upon application, when the label is so 
issued, furnish a cut of the said American 
Federation of Labor label in any desirable 
size at cost, and, when it is desired, the words 
“Union Made” may be placed either on the 
inside or outside of the triangle. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 





> 


Resolution No. 5—By Washington (D. C.) 
Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Thirty days’ leave of absence 
is granted to almost all employes of the Gov- 
ernment, except those employed in navy yards, 
gun factories, naval stations, and arsenals of 
the Government; 

WIHIERE: \S, A bill will be presented to the 
Fifty-fifth Congress—-short session—which will 
grant to these employes the same privileges 
enjoyed by others working for the Govern- 
ment; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in Convention assembled, sympa- 
thize with all employes of the Government 
who are not accorded the privilege of leave 
of absence; and, further 

RESOLVED, That we give our hearty co- 
operation to this cause and will aid in secur- 
ing this legislation where it is possible. 


Referred to Committee on President’s Re- 
port. 


y Cleveland (Ohio) 


“< 


Resolution No. 6.—I 
Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The means of production and 
distribution are at present in control of the 
capitalist class, to the detriment of the work- 
érs, and as it has been proven in the past 
that trade unions, fighting for their rights on 
the industrial field alone, cannot change this 
unfair condition, and inasmuch as the British 
Trades Union Congress has already gone on 
record as favoring the collective ownership of 
the means of production and distribution; and, 

WHEREAS, The opinion prevails that 
united political action is the best method to 
accomplish this object; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the Delegates of the 
Eighteenth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, That we _ recom- 
mend to all trade unionists of America to 
render their moral and financial support to 
the Socialist Labor Party. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 








Resolution No. 7.—By DelegatesJ. A. Cable: 

WHEREAS, A dispute has been existing 
for something like two years between the 
Coopers International Union and the National 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen, as to 
which shall have the right to repair loose 
cooperage in breweries; and, 

WHEREAS, The Executive _ Council has 
Leen unable to decide the question; and 

WHEREAS, The lack of harmony and a 
proper understanding between the two or- 
ganizations is detrimental to the interests of 
both as well as to the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President shall ap- 
point a committee of three, from representa- 
tives of trade unions, who shall hear the evi- 
dence upon both sides of the question, and 
make recommendations to the convention in 
accordance with their findings, and that the 
union setting forth the best claim be giv. 
jurisdiction over the work aforesaid. 

Referred to Committee on Executive Coun- 
cil’s Report. 











Resolution No. 8.—By Delegate John Kirby: 
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RESOLVED, That it is the sentiment of 
the National Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the worldwide attempt 
of the money power to fasten the single gold 
standard of currency upon the people of all 
nations has proven disastrous in practice, as it 
is admitted by all scientific economists to be 
unwise in theory; that the attempt has proven 
to be especially inimical to the producing 
classes and only for the interests of accum- 
ulated capital, and calculated to produce cen- 
tralization of wealth, to the great and irre- 
trievable injury of the laboring man and all 
other producers of wealth; that we demand 
that the United States shall no longer be a 
party to the conspiracy of the wealthy classes 
to perpetuate the outrageous single standard 
system, but that this nation shall return with- 
out delay to the just and equitable bimetallic 
standard adopted by the founders of our Gov- 
ernment, by removing every vestige of legis- 
lative restriction to the coinage of silver on 
equal terms with gold at the ratio now estab- 
lished by law; and that we regard the ump- 
tion that this nation can not open its mints 
to the coinage of silver on equal terms with 
gold with safety, without the co-operation of 
other nations, as humiliating and unpatriotic, 
and without any foundation in economic prin- 
ciple or in fact. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 





Resolution No. By Delegate John Kirby: 

WHEREAS, The vast territory comprising 
the inter-mountain states lying west of the 
Mississippi River s not received the atten- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor, or 
of the several National and International or- 
ganizations, to organize the wage workers of 
this vast region; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, appropriate 
sufficient moneys from the treasury to defray 
the necessary expenses of a sufficient number 
of organizers to be employed and sent into 
those inter-mountain states and territories to 
organize into local, federal, national and in- 
ternational unions, the wage earners of those 
states and territories west of the Mississippi 
river; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That an appropriation of suf- 
ficient moneys be made from the treasury of 
the American Federation of Labor to defray 
the expenses of President Samuel Gompers, 
and that he be ordered to visit in advance 
of the organizers all cities, towns and mining 
camps in the territory mentioned, at as early 
a date as possible, to advise and instruct the 
wage earners of this region. 





Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 10.—By 
Kirby: 

WHEREAS, The growth and importance of 
the American Federation of Labor has passed 
beyond the experimental stage, and _ today 
stands before the people of the United States 
and the world as the greatest exponent of the 
principles of protection of the wage earners 
and producers, leading the march of indus- 
trial freedom; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the time has arrived 
when we should adopt a system by which we 
may make our influence felt, and a closer 
bond unite our membership; and, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor adopt a_ universal recognition sign 
to be used by all affiliated organizations, to the 
end that affiliated organizations and mem- 
bers of the same may know and recognize each 
other; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be, and is hereby, empowered to prepare and 
adopt such recognition sign; and also prepare 
and adopt a method of procedure and ritual in 
conformity with such change, the same to go 
into effect March 1, 1899. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 11.—By Delegate John B. 
Lennon: 


RESOLVED, That the Committee on Labels 
and Boycotts shall report to the convention not 
later than the fourth day’s session, on the ad- 
visability of a Universal Label, or on the feas- 
ibility of placing on all labels some uniform 
design. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 12.—By Delegate John B. 
Lennon: 

New Section. Section 10, Article III. All 
resolutions or other amendments offered by 
any delegate after the fourth day’s session of 
the convention shall be referred to the next 
annual convention, and shall appear in the 
printed program. (This section shall not ex- 
clude new matter submitted by report of any 
committee.) 

Referred to Committee on T,aws. 


Resolution No. 13.—By Delegate John B. 
Lennon: 
Amendment to Constitution. New section. 


Section 9, Article III. The rules and order 
of business governing the preceding conven- 
tion shall be in force from the opening of any 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor until new rules have been adopted by 
action of the convention. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 14.—By Coal Employes Un- 
ion, No. 6580, Troy, N. Y.: 

To amend Article XI, Section 1. In third 
line, after the word “unions,” st out the 
words ‘‘two cents per month” and insert ‘fone 
cent per month,” and add the following new 
section: Section 4. No amendment to in- 
crease the per capita tax shall be enforced un- 
less by a referendum vote of the members of 
the unions subject to the increased taxation. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 








oe 


Resolution No. 15.—By Delegate James 
O’Connell: 

To amend constitution of American Feder- 
ation of Labor, Article XI, Section 1. In 
third line, change word “two” to read “five,” 
so that the per capita tax for local trade un- 
ions and Federal Labor unions shall be (5) 
cents per member per month. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 16.—By Delegate James 
O’Connell: 

To amend constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor by adding the following 
section to Article X: Section 6. All local 
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trade unions and Federa! Labor unions _hold- 
ing charters direct from the American Feder- 
ation of Labor desiring the assistance of the 
American Federation of Labor in trade dis- 
putes, shall submit to the President of the 
American Federation of Labor for approval by 
the Executive Council a full statement of the 
grievance before a strike occurs. Unions vio- 
lating this section shall forfeit all claims upon 
the American Federation of Labor or affiliated 
organizations for support. 
Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 17.—By Delegate James 
O’Connell: 

WHEREAS, The United States Government 
during the late war with Spain for a period of 
about six months worked the employes in the 
navy yards and arsenals over the regular day 
of eight hours instead of increasing the forces, 
and for which said forces only received single 
time; and, 

WHEREAS, The International Association 
of Machinists have been endeavoring to se- 
cure for the employes of the navy yards and 
arsenals extra time of one-half for all over- 
time worked; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to give the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists every pos- 
sible assistance in securing extra time for all 
who have worked over eight hours per day, 
and the delegates to the Eighteenth Annual 
Convention are hereby requested to bring the 
matter before their various organizations with 
a view to petitioning the War and Navy De- 
partments and the President of the United 
States to pay this extra time without unneces- 
sary delay. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 18.—By Delegate James 

O’Connell: 

WHEREAS, The United States Government 
(through their directing boards of the various 
navy yards and arsenals) have for the past two 
years made an effort to introduce the two-ma- 
chine and piece-work system; anc 

WHEREAS, These obnoxious systems are 
not tolerated in the private machine shops 
throughout the country, except in isolated in- 
stitutions now under the ban of the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists; and 

WHEREAS, The said International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists, recognizing the harm- 
ful effects of the above mentioned practices, 
not on the craft alone, but on society at large, 
inasmuch as the piece-work system lowers the 
standard of living by reducing wages, while 
the two-machine system crowds the already 
over stocked market with unemployed, by seek- 
ing to have one man perform the labor that 
should be done by two; and, 

WHEREAS, The International Association 
of Machinists have for several years steadily 
and consistently fought these innovations, not 
only by organized resistance, but have refused 
to allow its members to work under such reg- 
ulations; and 

WHEREAS, We regard the present attitude 
of the Government to be the result of dicta- 
tion from manufacturers, who seek to make 
the Government accomplish that which they 
themselves have failed to gain; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That we, the International 


Association Machinists, do hereby request that 
the American Federation of Labor, in conven- 
tion assembled, instruct its Executive Coun- 
cil to use any and all means in its power to 
assist us in abolishing this form of slavery 
from all government shops, and we do request 
also the moral support of each delegate to 
the extent of petitioning their Senators and 
Congressmen in their respective districts to 
demand a change of policy on the part of those 
in charge of our navy yards and arsenals. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No, 19.—By Delegate J. F. Me- 
Cormick: 

WIIEREAS, By a rider tacked on to an ap- 
propriation bill some years ago, the printers, 
hookbinders and other skilled mechanics of the 
Government Printing Office of the District of 
Columbia had their wages reduced from $4 
to $3.20 per day, and have been striving from 
year to year, without success, to have them 
restored; and 

WHEREAS, There is now a bill pending 
before Congress, which, if passed, will restore 
the wages of these employes; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union of 
the District of Columbia by a unanimous 
vote, instructed their delegates to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor convention to pre- 
sent a_ resolution requesting their assistance 
in obtaining this legislation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, place 
itself on record as favoring and endorsing the 
efforts of the employes of the Government 
Printing Office in the restoration of their 
wages from $3.20 to $4 per day; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor are hereby author- 
ized to aid and assist these employes in hav- 
ing this legislation enacted. 





Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 20.—By the Brotherhood of 
Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America (the following bill): 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate 
and the House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That all man-of-war ships, cruisers, 
auxiliary cruisers, monitors, colliers, torpedo 
boats, torpedo boat destroyers, and all naval 
equipments must be constructed and erected in 
the navy yards belonging to the United States. 

Section 2. That this act shall take effect im- 
mediately after the date of its passage. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 21.—By the Brotherhood of 
Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America: 

RESOLVED, That every agreement, settle- 
ment and contract entered into by any officer 
of the American Federation of Labor on_be- 
half of any affiliated body must be in writing, 
and a copy of said agreement and contract 
be presented to the body in whose behalf said 
agreement, etc., was made. 





Referred to Committee on President’s Re- 
port: 
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Resolution No. 22.—By the Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders of Amer- 
ica: 

RESOLVED, by this Convention, That we 
favor the system of having practical boiler 
makers and iron ship builders appointed as in- 
spectors of boilers and steam vessels, and rec- 
ommend that all of our affiliated bodies give 
their aid and co-operation in the fullest. man- 
ner possible to the spirit of this resolution. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 23.—By the Brotherhood of 
Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America: 

RESOLVED, That Article V, Section 1, of 
the American Federation of Labor Constitu- 
tion be amended by adding after the word 
“Treasurer” in the second line, the following: 
“to be elected by a referendum vote by the 
affiliated bodies during the months of August, 
September and October of every second year, 
nominations to be called for three months 
previous to the above-mentioned months, and 
all officers so elected to hold office for two 
years, and constitute the Executive Council of 
this organization;’’ and be it further 

RESOLVED, That Section 4 of the same 
Article be amended so as to read: ‘The terms 
of the officers so elected shall expire on the 
first day of January following the taking “of 
said referendum vote;” and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict with these amendments are 
hereby declared null and void and repealed. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 24.—By J. F. McCormick, 
delegate Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The necessity for a Universal 
Label is becoming more and more evident from 
the fact that the large number of labels now in 
use have a tendency to confuse the minds of 
not only the general public, but the wage- 
earners themselves; and 

WHEREAS, By the use of a Universal 
Label the best possible results could be ob- 
tained with the expenditure of the least 
amount of effort, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, adopted a 
Universal Label upon a_ basis which will be 
mutually agreeable to all interests involved; 
that it is highly necessary that a design shall 
be accepted which could be included in the 
designs at present in use, so that it may be 
really recognized as the Universal Label of 
the American labor movement; and, further 

RESOLVED, That the President and Sec- 
retary shall notify all affiliated organizations 
that the American Federation has adopted a 
Universal Label, and urge upon them the ne- 
cessity of accepting same. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


_ Resolution No. 25.—By Federal Labor Union 

0. 7010, Qweaitoro (Ky. 

WHEREAS, Knowing that the encroach- 
ment of women into the fields of labor is 
detrimental to the welfare of the American 
workman, and with the knowledge that woman 
is bodily incapable of continuous manual la- 
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bor without injury to herself and eventually 
to the coming generations of which she is ex- 
pected to give birth, and that her rightful 
place is in the home, for which she is intended 
and best adapted, instead of in public life, 
and that we, as a union, should endeavor to 
prevent her from further injuring herself and 
future generations; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the National Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor draft 
resolutions which shall be placed before Con- 
gress and thereby have laws passed by which 
our Government will remove all women in its 
employment, and thereby inaugurate a_prec- 
edent for the removal of woman from every 
day walks of life and relegate her to the home. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 26.—By Delegate Charles 
I,. Conine 

RESOLV ED, That the label of the United 
Rrotherhood of Teather Workers on Horse 
Goods be and is hereby endorsed and recom- 
mended to the public. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 27.—By Delegate Charles L,. 
Conine: 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods, an Inter- 
national organization, chartered under’ the 
American Federation of Labor, have endeav- 
ored to more fully unionize the Leather 
Workers on Horse Goods employed by the 
United States Government at the arsenal in 
Rock Island, Ill., and other places, but have 
been unsuccessful on account of apathy on 
the part of the Government officials having in 
charge the departments in which Leather 
Workers on Horse Goods are employed; and 

WHEREAS, The workmen are at variance 
with each other, thus affecting the good will, 
harmony and social conditions of the men em- 
ployed; anc ; 

WHEREAS, By unionizing the shops we 
believe that the present conditions will be im- 
proved, and that a feeling of harmony and 
fellowship prevail; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming President 
of the American Federation of Labor appoint a 
committee to wait upon the proper Govern- 
ment officials, and use their best efforts to 
have the department employing leather workers 
on horse goods unionized under the Interna- 
tional organization known as the United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on Horse 
Goods; and after the department is so ‘un- 
ionized, to have the union label of the above 
organization placed on all goods made in such 
department. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 28.—By Delegate Charles L. 
Conine: 

WHEREAS, Information has been received 
9 reliable sources that there are a number 
of independent organizations of Leather Work- 
ers on Horse Goods in existence; anc 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood — of 
leather Workers on Horse Goods desires their 
affiliation with that body, but do not know the 
names and addresses of the officers, and at this 
time are not in a position to bear the ex- 
pense necessary to send their organizers to 
the various cities; and 
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WHEREAS, The organizers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor are in a position to 
furnish the information desired, without  in- 
curring expense to themselves or this Feder- 
ation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming President 
shall give instructions to the organizers to as 
certain if there is an independent union of 
Leather Workers in their districts, and should 
they find such to be the case, they shall as- 
certain the names and addresses of the of- 
ficers thereof and send the information gained 
to the office of the President of this Federa- 
tion, who in turn shall send it to the Gen- 
eral Secretary-Treasurer of the United Broth- 
erhood of Leather Workers on Horse Goods. 





Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 29.—By Delegate John B. 
Iennon: 

DEFENSE FUND. 
(New Article.) 

Section 1. All organizations affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor shall be- 
come participants in a common defense fund, 
hv the payment of a per capita tax of five 
cents per month on each member of their re- 
spective organizations to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 2. No organization shall receive assist- 
ance from the defense fund of this Federation 
unless it has contributed to the same, as per 
Section 1, for a period of at least one year, 
and no person shall be entitled to benefit un- 
less he was a member prior to the date on 
which the strike or lockout began. 

Sec. 3. The assistance rendered to members 
engaged in strike or lockout shall be $3 each 
per week, which amount shall not be payable 
to a member for more than ten weeks in any 
one year. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor shall have the right 
to refuse assistance from the defense fund to 
any affliated organization; provided, however, 
that the union so refused shall have the right 
of appeal to the next convention. 

Sec. 5. In case of request from any union 
for help from the defense fund, the Executive 
Council shall have the right to investigate the 
strike or lockout and endeavor to settle the 
same before deciding whether the request for 
financial support shall be granted or not. The 
expense of such investigation shall be charged 
to the defense fund. 

Sec. 6. No support shall be granted to the 
members of any union from the defense fund 
unless they have strictly complied with the 
laws of their own organization. 









Sec. 7. In the case of local unions affiliated 
direct with the American Federation of Labor, 
no support shall be granted by the Council, 
unless prior to calling the members out the ap- 
proval of the [Executive Council has been se- 
cured. 

Sec. 8. All moneys received by the Secretary 
of the American Federation of Labor for the 
defense fund shall be carried on his books 
separate and distinct from all other receipts, 
and no appropriation from this fund shall be 
made for any purpose but that for which it 
was contributed. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 





Resolution No. 30.—By Delegate J. E. Fitz 
gerald 

WHEREAS, For years past labor has been 
striving to pass laws which shall protect it 
from the many pressing burdens which our 
economic environments force it to carry; and 

WHEREAS, In the majority of cases when 
a labor law is passed it is declared unconsti- 
tutional by the courts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor 
shall be, and is hereby, instructed to draft a 
bill and have the same introduced in Con- 
gress, that all bills, on presentation to Con- 
gress, shall be referred to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, which body shall deter- 
mine as to its constitutionality before action 
is taken by Congress on all measures of a 
national character; also that in all bills pre- 
sented to a State Legislature, they shall first 
be passed upon by the highest court in the 
State wherein the bill is presented for pas- 
sage. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 31.—By Delegate J. E. Fitz- 
gerald: 

WHEREAS, We, the Journeymen Barbers’ 
International Union of America, in conven- 
tion assembled, have been informed that the 
officers of the American Federation of Labor 
have been and are issuing charters to local 
Federal bodies whose membership is composed 
wholly or partly of bosses; and, 

WHEREAS, We feel that if this course is 
continued it will eventually become a serious 
detriment to the welfare of the labor move- 
ment, as we, as an organization, are not only 
too well acquainted with the impossibility of 
employer and employe to meet on equal terms 
under the same protection; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That believing it to be inimi- 
cal to the best interests of labor and at vari- 
ance with the principles and intent of the labor 
movement, which is, we believe, to organize 
the workers in order to give them strength to 
battle against the very men who are given our 
protection every time a charter is granted to 
an organization in which one or more em- 
ployers hold membership, therefore, we ear- 
nestly recommend that no charter be given 
to an organization in which employers of labor 
hold membership and that all such charters 
now in existence be annuled. 

Referred to Committee on President’s Re- 
port. 


Resolution No. 32.—By Delegate J. E. Fitz- 
gerald: z 

WHEREAS, From time to time there arise 
disputes among organizations in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor relative to jurisdic- 
tion over membership and which have a_ tend- 
ency to we aken iabor’s forces, not alone in the 
organization interested but in all organiza- 
tions; and, 

WILEREAS, We believe that if the matter 
were referred to a number of impartial men, 
not officers in the Federation, that the ques- 
tions at issue could be settled to the satisfac- 
tion of the contending organizations; there fore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That at each convention of 
the Federation a committee of five shall be 
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elected as an Arbitration Committee, to whom 
shall be submitted all disputes which may arise 
between organizations affiliated with this Fed- 
eration, said committee to take the statements 
ot the two or more contending organizations 
and render a decision based on the facts pre- 
sented, and their decision shall be final and 
binding on all the organizations interested. 

Referred to Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 33.—By Bakers and Confec- 
tioners International Union: 

RESOLVED, That the paragraph in the 
Constitution of the American Federation of 
Labor requesting its members to vote for a 
certain class of aspirants for political positions 
be abolished; however, should a majority of 
delegates at ‘the Kansas City Convention hold 
it to be necessary for the American Federation 
of Labor to take an active part in politics, it 
be resolved to favor independent political ac- 
tion on a purely labor platform. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 34.—By Bakers and Confec- 
tioners International Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor is the supreme body of the trade unions 
on this continent, and its chief duty is to 
better the conditions of its members in their 
factories, workshops, mines, etc., in short, 
where their labor is expended, to assist them 
in getting their just share of the wealth cre- 
ated by them and reducing their hours of toil; 
and 

WHEREAS, This aim will be reached ear- 
lier in proportion to the greater numerical 
strength, the larger the number of the laborers 
who are organized into trade unions; and 

WHEREAS, The toilers have strength and 
intelligence enough among themselves to gain 
recognition of all their rights from society 
without the assistance of outside parties; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, To demand from the conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor to 
instruct its officers and organizers to devote 
their chief efforts to the organization of the 
unorganized or badly organized crafts; and 
that earnest preparation be made for an eco- 
nomic movement for eight hours by next 
spring and that then an advance be made in 
some way to firmly establish the eight hour 
work day; and, further, 

RESOLVED, To request the Convention to 
discourage the tendency which is_ gaining 
ground among the working people to rely on 
legislative enactments for the reduction of the 
hours of labor and the elevation of their 
standard of living, and to recommend them to 
use the valuable time, efforts and money spent 
on many such delusive measures and endeav- 
ors in the refreshing sphere of trade union ag- 
gressiveness. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 35.—By the National Steel 
and Copper Plate Printers Union: 


RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of labor, That we demand that all United 
States Government paper money, securities, 
notes, checks and revenue stamps shall be 
printed in the highest style of the art of plate- 
printing from the hand roller presses so as to 


secure the Government and the public against 
loss by wear and by counterfieiting; and the 
American Federation of Labor, or any persons 
or committee appointed to represent the same 
before Congress, are hereby directed to do all 
that is practicable to give effect to this resolu- 
tion, 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 36.—By the National Steel 
and Copper Plate Printers Union: 

RESOLVED, That in view of the evident 
mismanagement of the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing of the Treasury Department, 
Congress is hereby petitioned to investigate 
and adopt such legislation as will prevent the 
debasement of the artistic character of its 
paper money, securities, etc. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 37.-—By the National Steel 
and Copper Plate Printers Union: 

RESOLVED, That we hold it as being the 
duty of Congress to see that the moneys of 
the people be not wastefully used in useless 
and extravagant experimentation with mater- 
ials and machinery that has not been demon- 
strated to be a success in similar fields of oc- 
cupation, and that the Government should con- 
serve, rather than destroy, the legitimate arts 
in its workshops. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 38.—By National Tobacco 
Workers Union of America: 

WHEREAS, There is a great lack of or- 
ganization throughout the United States; and 

VHEREAS, Organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor receive little or no com- 
pensation for the work that is expected of 
them, and for that reason do not accomplish 
the work that should be done; and, 

WHEREAS, One permanent organizer, kept 
continuously . traveling throughout the country, 
organizing and agitating for union labels, 
would greatly assist the organizers now com- 
missioned; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
shall appoint an organizer and label agitator, 
who shall be kept continuously — traveling 
among the unions, organizing new unions and 
agitating generally for all union labels; and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That in line 2, Section 1, of 
Article II, the words be so changed as to 
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read “one-half,” instead of “one-third,” as at 
present; and be it further . 

RESOLVED, That the additional one-sixth 
of one percent per capita be used exclusively 
to defray the expenses of the traveling Label 
Agent and Agitator. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 








Resolution No. 39.—By National Tobacco 
Workers Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The National Tobacco Work- 
ers Union have adopted a union label, and its 
color is blue; and 

WHEREAS, The same label is a true guide 
to friends of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers are en- 
deavoring to establish a recognition for their 
label; and 
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WHEREAS, The same recognition will tend 
to hetter the conditions of the Tobacco 
Workers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor reaffirm its previous endorsement of 
the Tobacco Workers Union Label; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That members of affiliated un- 
ions buy no tcbacco that does not bear the la- 
bel of the Tobacco Workers. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 





Resolution No. 40.—By National Tobacco 
Workers Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The American Tobacco Com- 
pany, known as the Smoking Tobacco and 
Cigarette Trust, have been under the ban 
of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor, in convention assembled in New York, 
after due consideration, endorsed the same 
sentiment as expressed by the representatives 
of the Tobacco Workers National Union; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has reaffirmed its previous actions at 
the conventions held in Cincinnati and Nash- 
ville; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled in 
Kansas City, Mo., again reaffirms its previous 
action; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the delegates attending 
this convention take note of the same and 
assist the Tobacco Workers in their struggle 
against the monopolies and trusts. 





Referred to Committees on Labels and Boy 
cotts. 

The Credentials Committee further re 
ported: 

On the protest against the credentials of 
Charles Dold, representing Piano Polishers 
and Varnishers your committee is of the opin- 
ion that Article IV, Section 1, is very clear 
and Mr. Dold admitting that he is a member 
in good standing in the Cigarmakers’ Interna- 
tional Union, is not entitled to a seat in this 
convention. 

T. F. TRACY, Chairman, 
Pe. a MU LHOLLAND, 
HOMER D. CALL, Secretary. 

Delegate Fitzgerald moved that the report 
of the committee be accepted and recommend- 
ation be concurred in. 


On motion Mr. Dold was granted the privi- 
lege of the floor to speak in his own behalf. 

After considerable discussion, participated in 
by a number of delegates, Delegate Donnelly 
moved that, as Mr. Charles Dold is not work- 
ing at the cigarmakers trade, and is engaged 
in the making of pianos, the section quoted in 
the committee’s report is not applicable, and 
that he be admitted to a seat in the conven- 
tion. Adopted. 


The Convention adjourned at 5:30. 


SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 9 
o'clock by President Gompers. 

Delegate O’Connell moved that the reading 
of the minutes be dispensed with. 

Adopted. 

Roll call. 

Absentees—Garrity, Tobin, McGuire, Wood- 
bury, Cahill, Dresler, Warner, McBride, Kel- 
ley, Donnelly Strauss, Rife, Casey, Noonan, 
Donnelly (M.), Flaherty, Dugan, Fahy, Henry, 
Dalton, Morman, O’Neil, Reynolds, Sefferien 
and Simpson: 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved that Delegate 
Timility be excused from attendance upon the 
convention until next Thursday. 

Adopted. 

Reports of committees were called for. The 
committees not being ready, the report of the 
Fraternal Delegates to Great Britain was read 
by Vice President Duncan, as follows: 

To the President, Delegates and Members of 
the American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen—The fraternal delegates elected 


at last convention to represent the organized 
labor of the United States in the British 
Trade Union Congress, which met at Bristol, 
England, last August 29, respectfully report— 

Upon our arrival in Bristol, August 27, we 
were welcomed to Great Britain by the par- 
liamentary committee of Congress. 

Promptly at the time appointed on Monday, 
August 29, Congress was called to order by 
the chairman of the parliamentary committee. 

Twenty years ago a similar meeting was held 
in Bristol, and a comparison between the two 
meetings represents the advancement in Great 
Britain of trade union thought for that time. 
At the Bristol Congress in 1878, there were 136 
delegates in attendance, representing 114 un- 
ions, with an aggregate membership of 620,000. 
At the Congress your delegates had the honor 
of attending, there were present 416 delegates, 
representing 188 unions, with an aggregate 
good standing membership of 1,250,000. These 
figures also show an increase of 25 delegates 
since last Congress met, and representing 17 
unions never before participating in these 
meetings. Of the delegates present there were 
five members of Parliament, 25 councilmen 
and 27 magistrates. 
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In dealing with legislative matters, the par- 
liamentary committee’s report showed ‘that each 
of the principal subjects referred from the prev- 
ious Congress had been divided among the var- 
ious labor members of Parliament for introduc- 
tion in the House of Commons, but it also 
indicated that little had been gained in that 
line; in fact, the report stated that it would 
be obvious to anyone who had watched the pro- 
ceedings of Parliament during the last two or 
three years, that it was useless to expect any 
measures of industrial reform from the House 
of Commons as at present composed, for it was 
plain that any measure having for its object 
the improvement of the working classes, the 
strengthening of trade union principles or the 
prevention of monopolies, however fair and 
reasonable the proposal might be, was summar- 
ily dealt with and defeated in the end. 

An important legal decision coming from the 
law lords, in the House of Lords, was re- 
ported, showing that by a majority of 7 to 3 
the law lords had upheld a principle, union 
workmen had always contended for, namely the 
right of workmen to decide with whom they 
should work. The decision was all the more 
important and remarkable because it upset a 
previous decision of the Appeal Court wherein 
six judges against two gave an opposite opin- 
ion. The importance of this decigion can 
scarcely be estimated, for it forms an import- 
ant epoch in the industrial controversy when 
compared to the bitter attacks on trade un- 
ions heretofore made, with great energy, by 
capitalistic representatives of the legal pro- 
fession. 

The report also dealt with the death of three 
notable friends of labor during the year. First, 
Mr. Edward Harford, whom most of you knew 
both personally and by reputation, as he was 
a fraternal delegate to the last A. F. of L. 
convention. - Second, Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
who was recognized by the parliamentary com- 
mittee as a man of sterling qualities as a 
scholar, a financier, an orator, a philanthropist 
and a friend of labor, difficult, if at all possi- 
ble, to replace. Third, Samuel Plimsoll, spoken 
of as the sailor’s friend, in whose cause his 
life had been spent, and as one who had done 
his best for the removal of social evils, and 
to bring about such reforms as would relieve 
suffering humanity and raise it to a higher 
and more dignified standard. 

Delegate O’Grady, of Bristol, was elected 
president of the Congress, and his address to 
the delegates savored very strongly of So- 
cialism, the different points of which were 
well received by the delegates, but it was ap- 
parent that it contained recommendations not 
wholly in accord with the audience. This was 
the more conspicuous as a motion of thanks 
for his address was qualified by the mover 
with a statement that while it contained a 
great deal with which the mover felt they 
were all in accord, it also contained state- 
ments that would require deliberative consider- 
ation before they could be approved. 

Eighty-six resolutions were presented for 
consideration, but as the same subject was 
treated oftener than once, the actual number 
of resolutions considered by the Congress was 
about 70, 35 of which were of a purely legis- 
lative nature; 18 appertaining purely to trade 
affairs and 17 to finance and of a _ miscel- 
laneous nature. Among the resolutions con- 
sidered, the following may be mentioned: 

The law of conspiracy. 





Co-operation and trades unionism. 

Amendment to the truck act. 

Electoral reform. 

Taxation of ground values. 

Factory legislation. 

Ranking of trade union funds. 

Compensation for accidents. 

Fair wages legislation. 

Public payment of members of Parliament. 

General eight hour working day. 

On international trade unionism. 

Kight hour bill for mines. 

Forced labor in colonies. 

Federation. 

Victimizing of railroad employes. 

Nationalization of mineral royalties. 

Railway nationalization. 

Compulsory education and free maintenance. 

Child labor in factories. 

Bi-metallism. 

Arbitration and trade disputes. 

The Congress voted instructing the parlia- 
mentary committee to render every assistance 
to the joint committees of the co-operatives 
and the trade unionists in their plan to bring 
both movements into closer relationship. 

The abolition of plural voting at parlia- 
mentary elections was approved, as also was a 
resolution calling for a tax upon the full true 
yearly value of land, whether used or not. 

Factory inspection by men who have a prac- 
tical knowledge of the work, was approved, 

A favorable vote was cast on the resolution 
declaring for payment of members of parlia- 
ment from the national exchequer. 

Several resolutions were presented on the 
eight-hour question, all of them being ap- 
proved, The first one considered was cham- 
pioned by Mr. W. Thorn, who is present with 
us at this convention as a fraternal delegate, 
and read: “Seeing that an eight-hour working 
day is one of the most important preliminary 
steps towards the ultimate emancipation of the 
working class and will lessen the number of 
unemployed, improve the quality of work and 
increase the health, strength and intelligence 
of the workers, we declare that the time has 
arrived when the hours of labor should be 
limited to eight per day in all trades and oc- 
cupations in the United Kingdom, and that the 
parliamentary committee introduce into Par- 
liament a bill to that effect. We also call 
upon the trade unionists to refuse to support 
in any way any candidates, either for Parlia- 
ment or any local body, unless they are 
pledged to a general eight hour working day.” 
The miners’ eight hour bill was approved, as 





follows: ‘That the parliamentary committee 
be instructed to render all assistance possible 
to the Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, 


in getting members of Parliament to ballot 
for the miners’ eight hour bill, at the open- 
ing of the next session.” The Durham miners 
who had heretofore been opposed to this bill, 
raised no objection to the above resolution, 
a few of them simply contenting themselves 
by registering a negative vote. 

On international trade-unionism, the Con- 
gress resolved that, “With a view to drawing 
the workers of the world closer together, dis- 
seminating full information as to their position 
and conditions in their respective countries 
the Parliamentary committee be instructed to 
make an effort to secure an exchange of the 
different association reports with similar asso- 
ciations abroad; to be the medium for arrang- 
ing international congresses of cognate trades, 
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and otherwise to assist the international con- 
solidation of labor.’ The debate on this res- 
olution brought out the fact that nine na- 
tionalities already had _ printed documents 
showing their wage rate and conditions of la- 
bor, as well as the hopes and aspirations, from 
a trade union standpoint, of the workers in 
those nations, and that what the resolution de- 
sired was a consolidation of those forces by 
a central committee. It was further stated 
that, in line with the idea suggested, £28,000 
had been contributed by tne trade unions on 
the Continent of Europe for the British En- 
gineers’ strike. 

A resolution was approved asking that the 
Government enact a law to the effect that trade 
union wages be paid in printing and_ book- 
binding the Bible. A delegate from Sheffield, 
in supporting the resolution, suggested, in a pi- 
quant vein of satire, that an effort be made 
to get an expression of opinion from religious 
bodies as to whether ‘‘the laborer was worthy 
of his hire.”’ 

A ripple of amusement was created over a 
resolution by a delegate of the London Wait- 
It called for ot Ho men opposing the 
issue of licenses for refreshments and amuse- 
ment houses unless said establishments granted 
their employes a six days’ working week and 
the proprietors refrained from interfering 
with the waiters’ wearing mustaches. The 
mover of the resolution claimed it was not the 
public but the manager or proprietor, who ob- 
jected to a waiter’s mustache. He _— supple- 
mented this with a statement that this griev- 
ance not only came from the men, but from 
their wives also. It is unnecessary to say that 
this appeal to the delegates secured a unani- 
mous vote for the resolution. 

A representative of the London Shop As- 
sistants asked support to a bill introduced in 
Parliament by Charles Dilke, providing for the 
uniform closing of all shops and stores at 7 
o’clock three days of the week, 1 o’clock one 
day, 9 and 10 o’clock on the two other days, 
and all day on Sunday. It was stated that, if 
the law was passed, guarantee for its ful- 
fillment would be found by working people re- 
fusing to make purchases after those hours. 

A London delegate secured approval of the 
forty-eight hours Seiehouse bill, presented in 
Parliament by Sam Woods. 

A resolution to increase the contribution of 
affliated unions from £1 to £1 5s_ per 
thousand members was voted down on a very 
close vote. 

A resolution suffered the same fate, asking 
the working people to boycott London and 
provincial newspapers printed upon foreign 
made paper. The purport of this resolution 
was to help home industry, the mover claim- 
ing that about $15,000,000 worth of foreign 
paper was used in Great Britain annually, 
but the delegates. feeling that the world 
was the British market, refused, by a large 
majority to shut out foreign competition. 

Sheffield delegate enlisted the sympathy of 
the Congress in a protest against the intro- 
duction of a system of forced labor among the 
native races and territories under British con- 
trol. His resolution declared such action to be 
wicked and unjust, a gross infringement of the 
rights of labor, and to be feared for its reac- 
tion upon the workers of the United Kingdom 
and Ireland, and a violation of the right of 
personal liberty which has been secured by law 
to everyone unconvicted of crime under the 











authority of the British crown. The resolu- 
tion ended with a declaration that the custom 
was the revival of slavery under specious 
names, and intolerable to British workmen. 
The Parliamentary Committee was directed to 
bring the matter to the attention of the Colon- 
ial Secretary, requesting him to put a stop to 
the evils complained of. 

The resolution dealing with the nationaliza- 
tion of mineral royalties was amended by a 
delegate from the Scottish Typographical So- 
ciety to read, ‘That this Congress, believing 
that the labor problem will be solved only 
when the land and means.of production, distri- 
bution and exchange are held as common prop- 
erty, and that practical action is the best 
method to reach this end, recommends trade 
unionists to give their support, moral and 
financial, to the working  class_ socialistic 
parties.”” A divison was called on the amend- 
ment, and on a vote by card (similar to our 
system of voting by the numbers in our un- 
ions) the amendment was carried by a vote of 
708,000 in favor to 410,000 opposed. 

This action was followed by the passage of 
a resolution on railway nationalization which 
read: “This Congress is of the opinion that 
the time is now arrived when the railways 
of this country should be taken over by the 
Government, in pursuance of the act of 1844, 
and that the Parliamentary committee be in- 
structed to press this matter upon the atten- 
tion of the Government.’ 

A motion committing the Congress to bi- 
metallism was negatived on a close vote. Many 
of the delegates explained that their constit- 
uents did not understand the question, and that 
the adverse vote did not mean they were op- 
posed to bi-metallism. It simply meant they 
were not prepared to approve a resolution on 
which they do not consider themselves fully 
informed. 

Your delegates would neither do themselves 
nor the British Congress justice if they left 
notice of the resolutions acted upon without 
reference to a motion made by a delegate from 
Leeds, on ‘Education and Public Money.” 
The resolution specified— 

First—That in the education of the Na- 
tion’s children the workers should keep in 
view the democratic principle of equality of 
opportunity, and should not be satisfied until 
the highest educational advantages the country 
affords are within the reach of all. 

Second—That as the community owes to 
posterity to see that no future citizens lack 
the requisites to the healthy development of 
body and mind, a measure be brought before 
Parliament empowering school boards to pro- 
vide food for the starving and underfed chil- 
dren who are found in the people’s schools 
throughout the country. 

Third—That the half-time system be abol- 
ished and the school age raised to 14 years. 

Fourth—That such reforms be made in the 
training for teachers as shall insure that in 
no case shall training the minds of children be 
entrusted to those whose minds are unde- 
veloped. 

Fifth—The cost of educating the Nation’s 
children to be defrayed from the national ex- 
chequer, and should be met by the democratic 
administration of educational grants and en- 
dowments and a graduated income tax on all 
incomes over £300. 

Sixth—That sectarian strife should be disas- 
sociated from the question of education, and 
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this can only be done by debarring theologians 
from raising sectarian strife, and the state 
providing for the teaching of secular subjects. 
It was carried. 

During Congress week the large hall in 
which it met was totally destroyed by fire. 
Happily, no one was hurt. The conflagration 
took place at night. The fire originated in a 
factory near by, and spread from it to the 
large building. After the fire delegates as- 
sembled in a small hall in the building, which 
has not been destroyed in the fire, but so 
many valuable papers were burned it was 
found impossible to give the same consider- 
ation to some of the subjects as if the fire had 
not occurred. It was found that nearly all 
the documents appertaining to federation had 
been destroyed. For that reason and because 
of the importance of the subject, it was re- 
solved to hold a special Congress in Man- 
chester on Tuesday, January 24, 1899, at 
which meeting this subject would be the only 
one considered. The proposed rules for Feder- 
ation then to be considered, read: 


RULE I.—NAME AND OBJECTS. 

1. This Federation shall be called the Gen- 
eral Federation of Trade Unions. 

2. The objects shall be to uphold the rights 
of combination of labor; to improve in every 
direction the general position and status of 
the workers; the consolidation of labor as a 
whole, and to secure unity of action amongst 
all societies forming the Federation. 

3. To promote industrial peace, and by all 
amicable means, such as conciliation, media- 
tion, references, or by the establishment of 
permanent boards, to prevent strikes or lock- 
outs between employers and workmen, or dis- 
putes between trades ‘or organizations. Where 
differences do occur, to assist in tlreir settle- 
ment by just and equitable methods. 

4. To establish a fund for mutual assistance 
and support, and for carrying out the fore- 
going objects. 


RULE II.—GENERAL COUNCIL. 


1. The governing body shall be termed the 
General Council, and consist of two delegates 
from each society in the Federation. 

2z. The General Council shall consist of 
persons who are, or have been, bona fide 
workers at the trade which they represent, 
and are legal members of their trade socie- 
ties, but no person can be a member of the 
General Council unless he is actually working 
at his trade at the time of appointment or is 
a permanent paid working official of his un- 
ion. 

3. The General Council shall meet annu- 
ally or oftener if necessary, and shall appoint 
at the annual meeting a Management Com- 
mittee, such body to consist of fifteen mem- 
bers, including officers (chairman, vice-chair- 
man, secretary, treasurer and two trustees). 
who shall be deemed the general officers of 
the Federation, their duties and terms of 
office, place and dates of meetings shall be de- 
fined and decided by the annual meeting. 

4. One member only from each trade shall 
be allowed on the Management Committee. 

5s. The question of wages, fees, and_ ex- 
penses of General Council, Management Com- 
mittee and Officers, shall be fixed by the an- 
nual meeting of the General Council. 

6. On all questions of an ordinary charac- 
ter brought before the General Council, the 
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vote shall be taken by show of hands, but in 
the event of a poll being demanded, each so- 
ciety shall have one vote for every member 
paid for. 

RULE III.—MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. 

1. The Management Committee shall meet 
as occasion requires, and shall discuss and 
advise on the various questions which may be 
submitted to them by the societies federated. 
When deemed necessary they may appoint 
deputations to visit the parties ‘inyolved in any 
difference, to negotiate with a view to settle 
ment previous to a dispute taking place. 

2. They shall have power to grant benefit 
under the Federation scale to the extent of 
one per cent of the members paid for by any 
society; but when a greater number is_in- 
volved the General Council must be called to- 
gether by the Management Committee to de- 
cide as to the best course to pursue, 

3. When the Management Committee. finds 
that any question, such as named in clause 
two, or of equal importance, has to be submit- 
ted to the General Council, they shall call the 
latter body together within ten days from such 
time as the question has been discussed by 
them. 








RULE IV.—-DISTRICT COMMITTEES. 

1. The General Council at their annual 
meeting shall decide on the localities where 
District Committees are to be appointed. 

2. Each District Committee shall consist of 
two delegates from each society located in the 
district. 

3. Such committees shall report within ten 
days their proceedings and be subject to the 
Management Committee, and the latter body 
shall confirm or otherwise the business trans- 
actec 

4. Any District Committee that may be 
dissatisfied with the ruling of the Management 
Committee shall have power to appeal to the 
General Council. Such appeal shall be sent 
both to the General Council and Management 
Committee one month before the annual or 
special meeting. 

5. The officers’ fees and the rent of room 
of the committee shall be paid from the Fed- 
eration funds. Societies shall pay their own 
delegates’ expenses on the District Commit- 
tee. 








RULE V. MEMBERSILIP. 


1. Every society making application for 
membership must forward to the Management 
Committee with their application printed cop- 
ies of their rules, last balance sheet, and the 
amount of entrance fee, which sum will be 
returned if the society be not accepted. 

2. Every society must have been in the Fed- 
eration twelve months and must have paid 
twelve months’ contributions before it shall be 
entitled to any benefit. The quarter recog- 
nized’ by the Federation shall end on the last 
day of March, June, September and Decem- 
ber of each year. Every society must for- 
ward its contributions to the treasurer of the 
Federation within four weeks of the end of 
each quarter, and inform the secretary of the 
same. 

3. No society shall be entitled to benefit 
whose contributions have not been paid within 
three months of being due, and not until thir- 
teen weeks have elapsed after paying all ar- 
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rears. Membership of the Federation shall 
cease if the contributions are not paid within 
six months. 

4. <Any society desirous of joining, after 
the acceptance and adoption of this scheme of 
federation, shall pay 50 per cent of the aver- 
age worth per member of the Federation, in 
addition to their entrance fee, but any society 
not in existence at the time of adoption of this 
scheme shall’ be allowed to join on payment 
of 25 per cent of the average worth per mem- 
ber of the Federation, at the time of joining. 

5. All societies who are members of the 
Federation must prove to the Management 
Committee that they are in a position to pay 
10 per cent of their members (who are likely 
to be involved in any dispute) the benefit to 
which the members are entitled under the so- 
ciety’s rules for a period of eight weeks, be- 
fore the Management Committee can sanction 
the members coming on the Federation funds. 

6. All business appertaining to the Federa- 
tion must be conducted through the executives 
of the respective socicties. 

7. In the event of a society wishing to 
withdraw from the Federation, six months’ no- 
tice in writing must be given to the Manage- 
ment Committee, which notice will carry with 
it forfeiture of all interests in the Federation. 

8. Societies dissatisfied with the decision 
of the Management Committee can appeal to 
the General Council, and if still dissatisfied 
can appeal through the General Council and 
Executive of the respective societies in the 
Federation to the vote of the members. Should 
any case arise on which the Rules are silent, 
the Management Committee shall give a tem- 
porary decision, subject to the confirmation of 
the General Council, which shall be binding 
unless appealed against to the votes of the 
members of the various societies forming the 
Federation, whose decision shall be final. 


RULE VI.—ENTRANCE FEE. 

1. An entrance fee of one-half penny per 
member shall be paid by the respective socie- 
ties to the Federation. Each society shall pay 
for ninety per cent of its total membership. 
Such membership shall be passed on the last 
quarterly return of each society, and every 
society affiliated shall send in a return of its 
total membership quarterly to the Federation. 


RULE VII.—CONTRIBUTION. 

1. There shall be two scales of contribu- 
tions, termed the “higher” and ‘“‘lower’’ scale. 
The contributions to the higher scale shall be 
sixpence per member per quarter, and to the 
lower scale threepence per member per quar- 
ter, which shall-be paid by the respective socie- 
ties on the same basis as the entrance fee, 
viz:-—on ninety per cent of the total member- 
ship. In the event of this sum being inade- 
quate to meet the outlay, the Management 
Committee shall have power to raise the con- 
tribution up to double the respective contri- 
butions per member per quarter, but not to 
exceed that amount. 

2. If a larger contribution is required for 
any spec ial purpose, the General Council shall 
submit a proposal to the respective societies 
composing the Federation, through the Exec- 
utive Councils of each society, for the votes 
of the members to be taken thereon. 


RULE VIII.—BENEFITS. 

1. Societies shall be entitled to the under- 
mentioned benefits, provided always that the 
societies receive the approval of the General 
Council or Management Committee to any 
dispute before being entered on. 

z. In the case of a small dispute which is 
likely to develop into a larger one, the society 
so affected may allow their members to work, 
under protest, until the society has time to 
consult the Management Committee as to their 
future procedure. 

3. The benefits shall be 5s per week per 
member on the “higher scale,” and 2s 6d per 
week per member on the ‘lower scale,’’ which 
shall be paid by the Federation to the societies 
implicated in disputes. 

4. <At the expiration of eight weeks of a 
dispute, or sooner if considered necessary, the 
Management Committee of the Federation shall 
have power to investigate the position of such 
dispute. If they consider any good can result 
from its continuation they shall have power to 
pay benefit as long as they consider it neces- 
sary. 

5. No benefit shall be paid to any society 
having a dispute until such dispute has been 
in progress for six clear working days, that 
is, at the expiration of the twelfth working 
day, each society would be entitled to one 
week’s benefit per member, 





RULE 1X.—DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SOCIETIES. 

1. In the event of any differences arising 
between any of the societies in the Federation 
on demarcation, interchange of members, or on 
any question, no cessation of labor shall take 
place by either or any part involved, and un- 
less amicably arranged, by any means mutu- 
ally agreed to, must be referred to a Board 
of Reference or Arbitration. If possible the 
parties affected shall agree on three disinter- 
ested referees: failing this, each part to the 
dispute shall appoint one arbitrator; the two 
arbitrators to appoint an umpire, and, in the 
event of the arbitrators failing to agree, his 
decision shall be final and binding. The ref- 
erees, arbitrators, or umpires, as the case may 
be, shall not be selected from any trade who 
may come in conflict with either of the parties 
to the difference. If a Board of Arbitration 
be not appointed within one month of an ap- 
plication being made for a reference to arbi- 
tration, the Management Committee shall have 
power to appoint either arbitrators or refer- 
ees, as the case might be. The Board, when 
formed, shall decide as to place of meeting, 
method of procedure, etc.; each party to pay 
half of the expenses, unless otherwise ordered 
by the Board. 





RULE X.—AUDITORS. 

1. Two Auditors shall be appointed at the 
annual meeting to serve for twelve months, 
who shall audit the financial transactions of 
the Federation each quarter, and report to the 
Management Committee and General Council. 

2. The General Council may appoint a 
Chartered Accountant for annual audit if 
deemed necessary. 

RULE XI.—INTERPRETATION OF RULES. 

1. Should any difference arise as to the 
interpretation of these rules, the question_in 
dispute shall be referred to arbitration. One 
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arbitrator shall be appointed by the Manage- 
ment Committee, and one by the society or so- 
cieties aggrieved. These two shall appoint an 
umpire and the decision given by them shall 
be final and binding. 


RULE XII.—ALTERATION OF RULES. 
1. These rules may be altered, amended or 
added to by a majority of votes of the Gen- 
eral Council at the annual meeting. Any so- 


ciety whose executive may have any suggested 
alterations or amendments to make, shall give 
three months’ notice, in writing, to the Man- 
agement Committee and forward copies of the 
proposed alterations. It shall be the duty of 
the management committee to send these sug- 
gestions to the societies in the Federation at 
least two months before the date of the gen- 
eral council meeting. This regulation shall ap- 
ply also to any other propositions (except dis- 
putes) which are to come before the General 
Council. 





RULE XIII.—-DISSOLUTION, 


1. This Federation shall not be dissolved 
unless with the consent of three-fourths of 
the membership of the societies composing the 
Federation. 

To these rules thirteen minor amendments 
are offered, dealing principally with minor de- 
tails and finances. 

Delegates Thorn and _ Inskip, who were 
elected fraternal delegates to this convention, 
are now with us and are worthy of our kind- 
est consideration. The Bristol meeting in great 
part resembled our own conventions, but it 
was noticeable that very little matter was 
introduced in the way of new resolutions, the 
subjects considered having been fully discus- 
sed by the rank and file of the unions prior 
to the meeting of the convention. Debate was 
limited, but under the circumstances it was 
not necessary, the delegates having been in- 
structed, in nearly all cases, how to vote. 
Such forms necessarily facilitate business, but 
it is doubtful if in our conventions the same 
rules could be enforced, for it is unusual 
among the American people, especially trade 
unionists, to be strictly tied down to or gov- 
erned by closely defined lines in the debate of 
questions directly affecting their interests. 
The presiding officer’s bell (used instead of a 
gavel) had a powerful effect in keeping the 
convention in order, and it seemed to be an 
inherent quality of the British delegate to at 
all times and under all circumstances abide 
by and support the decisions of the presiding 
officer. This feeling of security in his posi- 
tion stimulates the president to ‘fair decisions, 
for, knowing he is to receive the support of 
Congress, his aim is to make his decisions 
worthy of that support. 

Congress remained in session from Monday 
morning, August 29, until early on Saturday 
afternoon, September 3, in which time it 
transacted a volume of business. During the 
week your delegates were each given two op- 
portunities of x srl the meeting, and at 
times they would have cheerfully joined in 
debate on subjects of international character 
had it been a rule that fraternal delegates were 
so entitled. We take this opportunity of rec- 
ommending that a correspondence be entered 
into, with the object in view of seating fra- 
ternal delegates in both conventions with voice 
and a vote similar to that accorded central 
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bodies in our constitution. In making this 
recommendation, your delegates feel that only 
upon questions of international importance 
would the privilege thus conferred be em- 
braced, but the effect of such a movement 
would be far-reaching, and might be the fore- 
runner of an international alliance, at least 
of English-speaking wage-workers, if not of 
the world at large. 

It can safely be said that the success of 
the British trade-union movement in great 
part lies in the system of high dues, and in 
this country the organizations that have not 
already done so would do well to follow this 
example. On the other hand, careful inves 
tigation showed that, in the use of trade la- 
bels, we on this side of the ocean are far in 
advance of our co-workers in Great Britain. 
Among the many lessons that may be learned 
by a continuation of fraternal relationship, it 
will be found that none will be productive of 
better results than if the movement on _ both 
sides takes advantage of these hints for their 
mutual betterment. 

Many places of industrial interest were vis- 
ited, at all of which your delegates cheerfully 
complied with requests to participate in labor 
meetings, thus bit by bit aiding in the con- 
solidation of the wage-earners’ campaign for 


better conditions. In the opinion of your 
delegates, the labor movement of Great Brit- 
ain is in a healthy position. It is as firmly 


established as any British institution, and 
with the lessons of experience as a criterion 
by which to lay out future procedure, there is 
no fear of our British co-workers making se- 
rious mistakes subversive of their rights as 
citizens, or of their interests as_ skilled or 
unskilled workmen. 

This report would be incomplete without 
reference to the magnificent work being done 
in Great Britain by Lady Dilke and her corps 
of earnest workers as organizers of the wo- 
men in industrial pursuits. This lady, in- 
stead of basking in the aristocratic circles to 
which her social position” entitles her, occu- 
pies her full time in the organization of work- 
ing women into their respective trade unions. 
She also keeps, absolutely at her own expense, 
several able female organizers in the field, 
perfecting the work she has personally started, 
and by this means a nucleus soon expands, 
and in time efficient work of this kind aug- 
ments the trade organizations by the exact 
number of women workers in the industry. 
She has found that women make better trade 
unionists as members of mixed unions than 
in organizations exclusively of women. Their 
timid nature militates against them; but the 
chief obstacle is that, as soon as a girl’s bright- 
ness brings her into prominence as president 
or secretary of her union, she is sought out 
by a “willin’ Barkis,”’” who removes her from 
the competitive industrial field to adorn his 
home, and the work of filling the vacancy has 
to be again gone over, and so on, ad infinitum, 

In conclusion, we thank the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for the honor of representing 
the labor movement of our country in Great 
Britain, and trust that the present form of fra- 
ternal relationship will be continued until 
such time as a practical international alliance 
makes it no longer necessary. 

Fraternally submitted, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 
HARRY LLOYD. 
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Delegate Kent moved the report be received, 
referred to a special committee, and the 
thanks of the convention be tendered the Fra- 
ternal Delegates for their excellent work. 
Adopted. 

President Gompers thereupon appointed the 
following special committee: Delegates Chas. 
T. Smith, John Witzell, J. J. Schmalz, W. E. 
Mckwen, Adrian M. Jones, F. B. Monaghan 
and H. W. Bausch. 


Vice-President Duncan read the report of 
the Executive Council as follows: 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 


To the Members of the Eighteenth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Fellow Delegates—Your Executive Council 
begs to submit the following report covering 
the most important features of the matters 
committed to our care by the Nashville con- 
vention, and also upon a number of the most 
important features which came under our 
consideraticn. Four meetings have been held 
since the last convention; one at Nashville, 
two at headquarters of the A. F. o 
one at Kansas City. The American 
tionist published extracts of the proceedings. 
The full minutes are copied in a regular book 
for that purpose, which is submitted to you 
with this for your consideration. 

Fifty-eight circular letters, containing 82 
different subjects, were submitted by the 
president through the mails for our considera- 
tion and action. ‘These were of that charac- 
ter for which it was necessary to obtain our 
decision regarding matters of vital interest to 
our organizations, or propositions formulated 
by the President. 

We commissioned Mr. Furuseth to pro- 
ceed to Washington on the first Monday in 
January, 1898, to attend to his legislative du- 
ties in the interest of our bills before Con- 
gress, and directed Messrs. Gompers, Mce- 
Guire, Duncan and Furuseth to confer with 
Congressman Gardiner in relation to the draft- 
ing of the eight-hour bill. 

The large amount of legislation recom- 
mended by the last Convention made it neces 
sary for the Executive Council to determine 
as to what should be given precedence in di- 
recting our most active work. The measures 
were determined in the following order: 

Kight-hour bill. 

Seamen’s bill. 

Anti-injunction bill. 

Immigration bill. 

Anti-convict labor bill, ete. 

It must not be inferred from this statement 
that any opportunity was neglected in fur- 
thering legislation upon measures approved 
by the A. F. of L. The subject of legislation 
is fully covered in the reports of the Presi- 
dent and legislative committee, and we do not 
wish to burden this with unnecessary state- 
ments or repetition; but we most cordially 
recommend what now promises to be success 
on these lines be prosecuted with vigor. We 
would say that in order to aid in the further- 
ing of our bills, and particularly the eight- 
hour bill, we authorized the President to se 
lect another competent member of one of our 











organizations to co-operate with the member 
of our legislative committee, Mr. Andrew 
Furuseth. The President appointed Mr. George 
Chance, of Typographical Union No. 2, Phila- 
delphia. Your attention is called to the re- 
port of the legislative committee, since it is 
deserving of your earnest consideration. 

We regret to report that unity in the two 
factions of the Brotherhood of Painters and 
Decorators of America has not been achieved 
notwithstanding our very best efforts. At our 
meeting at Nashville a representative of the 
dissident element, Mr. Brickell, appeared be- 
fore the meeting of the Council, but was un- 
able to give any advice as to what should be 
done, providing a convention of the Brother- 
hood was held in March. We directed the 
President to correspond with Secretary Elliott 
with a view a receiving from him some defi- 
nite understanding as to whether the conven- 
tion would be held, and if so, whether some 
action, likely to bring about unity, would be 
taken. 

At our meeting held February 21st an an- 
swer was laid before us indicating that unity 
would be encouraged by every’ action at 
Brother Elliott's command. Correspondence 
was comiene with Mr. Barrett, representa- 
tive of the Lafayette faction. Learning that 
the Brotherhood would hold a _ convention 
March 14th at Buffalo, the Executive Council 
elected Vice-President McGuire to attend the 
same as representative of the A. F. of L. The 
following resolutions were adopted: 

“RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
advise and urgently recommend that each of 
the two representative National Organizations 
of Painters, both known as the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators of America, shall 
choose or elect five representatives to meet in 
a general conference March 16, 1898, at Buf- 
falo, N. Y., with full power to agree upon 
such terms of consolidation or amalgamation 
as will unite both bodies in one organization, 
and thus put an end to the present factional 
quarrels which are so hurtful to the welfare 
of the painters, and so damaging to the entire 
trade union movement. 

“RESOLVED, That at this conference, af- 
ter joint terms of agreement} are therein 
adopted, plans shall be arranged for the elec- 
tion of general officers of the consolidated 
body by general vote of the members of the 
two vective National organizations of 
Painters, and that, after the general officers 
are thus elected, those now at the head of 
both of the present organizations shall retire 
from office. 

“RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be forthwith transmitted to the head- 
quarters of each organization of Painters for 
further action, and President Gompers is 
hereby instructed to enter into correspondence 
with them to carry out the purposes of these 
resolutions.” 

Copies of these resolutions were forwarded 
to Mr. Elliott and Mr. Barrett in the confi- 
dent hope that a solution had been found for 
the settlement of the Painters’ dispute. Vice- 
President McGuire was unable to attend the 
convention at Buffalo by reason of severe ill- 
ness in his family, and your President, with 
the approval of the Executive Council, sub- 
stituted Secretary Morrison in his stead. The 
Buffalo Convention agreed to the resolutions, 
and selected a committee of five in accord- 
ance with its provisions, the officers being 
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elected upon the distinct understanding that 
they would resign immediately upon unity and 
amalgamation being effected. An _ interview 
was had with Mr. Barrett, and through cor- 
respondence he was urged to submit the prop- 
osition to his members. This was reluctantly 
complied with, and then only in a much al- 
tered form, and with an official declaration 
against its acceptance. Notwithstanding the 
official influence to prevent the membership 
from agreeing to the terms upon which unity 
could be affected, the propositions were de- 
feated by a very narrow margin of votes. It, 
therefore, became apparent that the officers 
of the Painters’ organization, represented by 
Mr. Barrett, were opposed to unity. At a sub- 
sequent interview with Mr. Barrett the latter 
point blank refused to consider the selection 
of any committee for the purpose of meeting 
a like committee of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators of America, to discuss, 
much less devise, ways and means for the pur- 
pose of settling the controversy. 

At a later meeting of the Executive Coun- 
cil the Painters’ dispute was again gone over; 
and, while in session, we received a telegram, 
of which the following is a copy: 

Lafayette, Ind., Oct. 24, 1898. 
Frank Morrison, 423 G Street. 

Will the Executive Board of the American 
Federation of Labor allow a_ representative 
from our general board the _ floor at their 
meeting? JOHN BARRETT. 

Believing that it would be useless to have a 
representative of that organization appear be- 
fore the Executive Council unless he was em- 
powered to enter into negotiations for the 
purpose of unity, the following telegraphic 
answer was ordered sent: 

Washington, D. C., October 24, 1898. 
John Barrett, Lafayette, Ind.: 

Unless the representative you send the Ex- 
ecutive Council comes empowered to agree to 
the resolutions sent you from our last meet- 
ing in February, as a basis for amalgamation 
of the two painters’ organizations, and can be 
here by ten Wednesday morning, you need 
not send him. Wire answer immediately. 

FRANK MORRISON. 

Finding that the Barrett faction was acting 
in an unfraternal spirit, and contrary to the 
interests of the Painters and the general labor 
movement, and that decisive action was essen- 
tial upon our part, the following resolutions 
were adopted, and which are submitted to 
you for your consideration. 

“WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators of America, with headquarters 
at Baltimore, Md., decided at their general 
convention at Buffalo, N. Y., March 16, 1898, 
to accept the resolutions adopted by the Ex- 
ecutive Council February 21, 1898, providing 
for a conference commitee to arrange terms 
of amalgamation between the two conflicting 
organizations of painters, and appointed a 
conference committee for that purpose. 

“WHEREAS, The seceding body of Paint- 
ers, with headquarters at Lafayette, Ind., has 
decided by a general vote of its members, not 
to appoint a conference committee and de- 
clined to accept the resolutions sent them by 
the Executive Council; therefore, be it 

“RESOLVED, That we recognize the 
Brotherhood of Painters and Decorators of 
America, with headquarters at Baltimore, Md., 
as the regular organization properly affiliated 
with the A. F. of L., and the organization of 


painters, with headquarters at Lafayette, Ind., 
as a seceding body from the regularly recog- 
nized body known as the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators of America; and, 

“RESOLVED, That we request all unions 
and central bodies affiliated with the A. F. of 
I, to cease giving any encouragement, coun- 
tenance, or assistance to any local union of 
the seceding body of painters with headquar- 
ters at Lafayette, Ind., nor shall the latter 
body be allowed representation in any central 
body affiliated with the A. F. of L.: 

‘RESOLVED, That the Executive Council, 
in adopting these resolutions, does so only as 
a last alternative, after making every honor- 
able endeavor to bring about amalgamation or 
unity of the two painters’ organizations, and 
is firmly convinced that it is not at present 
the disposition of the seceatng painters’ organ- 
ization, with headquarters at Lafayette, Ind., 
to agree to any arrangement that does not 
involve the stultification of the parent body 
of painters now affiliated with the A. F. of L.” 

For the past few years the National Paper 
Hangers’ Protective and Beneficial Associa- 
tion of America has made overtures, and at 
last applied for a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor. The Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators of America, however, 
claim jurisdiction, and protests against the is- 
suance of the charter. ‘Under the circum- 
stances the Executive Council had no alter- 
native but to concede the claim. However, 
the officers of the Paper Hangers’ National 
Union asked that the matter be considered by 
the convention, claiming that if the decision 
be to recognize the Brotherhood of Paper 
Hangers, it should be binding upon all. 

The application for a charter by Paper 
Hangers was further considered by the Exec- 
utive Council at their session in Kansas City. 
Roth sides were heard, and the Council, after 
careful consideration, decided that application 
for charter be refused, and that the Brother- 
hood of Painters be urged to grant the Paper 
Hangers of the country the fullest possible 
jurisdiction of their craft, but as members 
of the Brotherhood, to the ‘end that the Paper 
Hangers can secure the best possible condi- 
tions for members of their craft throughout 
the country. 

Finding that the offices theretofore occupied 
were too small, we in the beginning of the 
year authorized the officers to hire more com- 
modious quarters at 423-42 G street, Typo- 
graphical Temple, Washington, D,<. : 

Realizing that it is necessary for our fel- 
low-unionists of Canada to obtain labor legis- 
lation at the hands of the Dominion Parlfa- 
ment, and that its members largely pay per 
capita tax to the National and International 
unions of which they are members, the Execu- 
tive Council passed a resolution appropriating 
a sum of money not exceedingly one hundred 
dollars toward defraying the expenses of the 
legislative committee of the Canadian Trades 
and Labor Congress. We recommend that the 
convention now adopt a resolution authoriz- 
ing the appropriation of a sum, not exceeding 
one hundred dollars per annum, for the pur- 
pose stated. 

When the convention was called for the 
formation of a “Western Labor Union,” or 
more properly speaking, a division in the labor 
movement of the country on sectional lines, 
we did all in our power to avert it, and finally 
requested Mr. Walter MacArthur, of San 
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Francisco, to attend the same. He, with Mr. 
John Kirby, of Ouray, Col., did excellent 
service in order to impress upon the minds 
of those present the inadvisability of division, 
when unity was so essential. We are grati- 
fied to state that the effort to bring a schism 
in the labor movement on sectional lines failed 
of its object, and that we earnestly express the 
hope that with proper efforts on our part, and 
a clear understanding of the underlying prin- 
ciples of our movement by our friends, the 
miners of the West, the re-affiliation of that 
national organization will soon be effected, and 
thus present a united front for all our de- 
mands and against the encroachments of la- 
bor’s opponents. 

In the early part of April, Mr. M. M. Gar- 
land, fourth vice-president of the A. F. of 
L., tendered his resigné ation. A vacancy then 
existing, and no provision in our constitution 
permitting of it being filled, we availed our- 
selves of the provision in Article 9, Section 8, 
which reads as follows: 

“The Executive Council shall have power to 
make rules to govern matter not in conflict 
with this constitution, or the constitution of 
affiliated unions, and shall report accordingly 
to the Federation.” 

We adopted the following: 

“In the event of a vacancy of any member 
of the Executive Council, other than that of 
the President, by reason of death, resignation 
or other cause, the President shall make such 
vacancy known to the Executive Council and 
shall call for nominations. The names of all 
nominees shall be submitted to the Executive 
Council, and it shall require a majority vote 
of the Executive Council to elect. Upon each 
unsuccessful balloting the name of the candi- 
date receiving the lowest number of votes 
shall be dropped.” 

This is reported to you for such action as 
you may deem necessary. In pursuance of 
this new rule, we elected Mr. Joseph Valen- 
tine, of San Francisco, fourth vice-president, 
but owing to the fact that the position he oc- 
cupies in his own organization, the Iron Mol- 
ders’ Union of North America, requires him 
to travel almost continuously in its interest, 
he declined. We made no further effort to 
fill the position. 

In connection with this subject we beg to 
say that with the view of giving larger repre- 
sentation to the different organizations in the 
Executive Council, we recommend that the 
number constituting the council be increased 
from seven to nine members. 

We delegated President Gompers and Vice 
President O’Connell to hold a conference rela- 
tive to the dispute between the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Association and 
the Box Makers and Sawyers’ union, and en- 

y. 








deavored to bring about unit Inasmuch as 
the latter wanted absolute recognition as an 
independent organization with a charter from 
the A. F. of I. and would not accept a charter 
from the International union, the matter was 
abandoned. Tater, however, the Box Makers 
and Sawyers’ Union, with a number of local 
unions of the trade, made application for a 
charter as a national union. This we were 
indisposed to grant on our own authority, pre- 
ferring that the matter receive the considera- 
tion of this convention. 

It became necessary to revoke the charters 
of several Federal Labor unions by reason of 
their failure to observe the laws, principles 





and policy of the A. F. of L. F. 4. U. 6853, 
of Galveston, has given notive of an appeal 
from that decision to this convention. The 
revocation of the charters of several of these 
local unions was upon the ground that they 
had violated the provision that wage earners 
exclusively should constitute their member- 
ship. 

We have also found that quite often mem- 
bers of trade unions, who are also members of 
Federal Labor unions, instead of encourag- 
ing and educating those less experienced, 
themselves take the helm and frequently insist 
upon being delegates to central bodies. The 
A. F. of lL. adopted a provision covering this 
question for our convention, but we have 
omitted to make a like provision for local cen- 
tral bodies. Hence, upon appeal the President 
decided and the Executive Council approved 
the following: 

“Only such bona fide wage workers who are 
not members of or eligible to membership in 
any other existing trade unions, shall be eligi- 
ble as delegates from Federal Labor unions to 
local central bodies.” 

Ve recommend the endorsement of this 
rule, 

To aid our fellow workers of the District of 
Columbia, who were indicted for conspiracy 
under the so-called Anti-Trust law, we issued 
an appeal which brought a very fair return. 
The cases have not yet been tried, and much 
interest has been evoked as to its outcome, 
for it is the first case in which workingmen 
have been indicted under this provision of the 
law. The thought has long been entertained 
and expressed by us that the so-called Anti- 
Trust law, which was enacted presumably to 
control the great combinations of capital of 
the country, would at some time and is now 
being sought to cover cases never contem- 
plated by those who demanded its enactment. 
It is evident that we shall require an amend- 
ment to the law, by which its provisions shall 
not be applicable to workingmen engaged in 
any dispute for the protection or the better- 
ment of their condition. And, it also teaches 
the lesson that extreme care should be exer- 
cised regarding new proposals presumably to 
curb the powers of combinations of capital, 
when in truth they are cunningly devised to 
strike a blow at the organizations of labor. 

It is with a very great deal of pleasure that 
we report, through the a of the 
several members of our Council, large victories 
were gained in the interest of our organiza- 
tions. Many disputes were adjusted, union 
establishments and conditions enforced, and 
in frequent cases the adoption by the employ- 
ers of the union label. 

We beg to report that the following firms, 
which had been placed on our unfair list, 
have, through the efforts of our movement, 
become unionized, and therefore removed and 
placed upon our fair list: Heldman, Heldman 
& Co., Clothiers, Cincinnati, O.; Imperial 
Milling Co., Duluth, Minn.; Central City 
Show Printing Co., Jackson, Mich.; Bruns- 
wick- Balke Company, Manufacturers of Bil- 
liard Tables and Bar Fixtures, Chicago, a! 
J. W. Loose, Custom Tailors, St. Louis 0.3 
John Gund Brewing Co., LaCrosse, Wis.; “Na: 
tional Cash Register Company, Dayton, O.; 
Lozier Manufacturing Company, Manufactur- 
ers of Bicycl Cleveland, O.; Detroit Cigar 
Company, Detroit, Mich.; Lager Beer Brew- 
ery Companies of Rochester, N. Y.; Deutsche 
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Post, Cleveland, O.; Purington Paving Brick son, Mich., (by Jackson Typographical Union) ; 


Gregory & Shaw, S. 
Mass. ; Harding & Todd, Ro- 
Gould & Walker, Westboro, 
Mass.; American Brewery Co., St. Louis, 
Mo.;_ Erie Basin Dry Dock, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Harrington & Ouelette Cigar Company, Detroit, 
Mich.; Cluett, Coon & Co., Troy, N. Y. 
Many houses which were unfair have been 
removed from the unfair list by reason of 
their concession of better conditions or freer 
opportunities to organize. These by no means 
refer to disputes adjusted and _ successes 
achieved with the large number of employes, 
but who were not placed on our unfair list. 
The following firms have, after due investi- 
gation and effort at adjustment, been placed 
upon our unfair list: S. Ottenberg Bros., Ci- 
gar Manufacturers, New York City, N. Y. (by 
Cigarmakers International Union of America); 
Grove Company, Chewing Gum Manufactur- 


Company, Galesburg, Ill. ; 
Framingham, 


chester, N. Y.; 


ers, Salem, Ohio—Brands: Pepsin, Jersey 
Fruit and Fruit Flavors (by Federal Labor 
Labor Union, 6729); Jacob Beck & Sons, 
Pearl Wheat and Breakfast Flake Manu- 
facturers, Detroit, Mich.),(by Trade and Labor 
Unions of Detroit, Mich.); Dugan & Hud- 
son Shoe Manufacturers, Rochester. N. 
Y., (by Boot and Shoe Workers _ In- 
ternational Union); Mock, Merman & Co., 


Clothing Manufacturers, Cincinnati, O., (by 
United Garment Workers of America) ; Hir- 
schorn, Mack & Co., Cigar Manufacturers, 
New Brunswick, N. J., (by Cigarmakers In- 
ternational Union of America); Swift Pack- 
ing Company, Chicago, III., (by Coopers In- 
ternational Union); Jacob Dold Packing Com- 
pany (now fair), Buffalo, N. (by Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 
of North America); the Cincinnati Brewing 
Company, Hamilton, Ohio, (by National Union 
of United Brewery W orkers) ; Levi, Horwitz 
& Lachenbach, Clothing Manufacturers, New 
York City, N. Y., (by United Garment Work- 
ers); Freeman Milling Company, West Su- 
perior, Wis., (by Coopers International Union 
of N. A.); all the Coal of West Virginia, (by 
United Mine Workers of America); Bondy 
& Lederer, Cigar Manufacturers, New York 
City, N. Y., (by Cigarmakers International 
Union of America); Fauber Manufacturing 
Company, Chicago, Til, (by International As- 
sociation of Machinists); Brown Tobacco 
Company, St. Louis, Mo., (by National To- 
bacco Workers of America); O’Brien Bros., 
Spring Bed Company, Chicago, IIl., (by Mat- 
tress Makers Union No. 6899); Shelby Steel 
Tube Company, Ellwood City, Pa., (by Seam- 
less Tube Workers Union); Kingan & Co., 
Pork and Beef Packers, Indianapolis, Ind., 
(by Central Labor Union and Amalgamated 


Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of N. 
A.); Burden Iron Company, Rivets, Nails, 
etc., Troy, N. Y., (by Coopers Union No. 8, 


Troy, and Internatiwnal Union of Horseshoers 
of U. S. and Canada); Cobb & Co., Lime 
Manufacturers, Rockland, Me., Perry Brothers, 
Lime Manufacturers, Rockland, Me., F, 
Crockett Company, Lime Manufacturers, 
Rockland, Me., (by Lime Burners Union No. 
7074); Marks Bros., (now fair), Harness and 
Saddlery Manufacturers, Omaha, Neb., (by 
United Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods); *. Woodward’s Abington 
Mills, Elastic Goring Manufacturer, Abing- 

ton, Mass., (by Elastic Weavers pet Moma, | 
Association); Patriot Printing Company Jack- 


John Rath Cooperage Company, Chicago, [I1., 
(by Coopers International Union); the W. B: 
Conkey Printing Company, Hammond, Ind., 
(by International Typogr raphical Union); the 


Pittsburg Plate Glass Company, (by Plate 
Glass Workers’ Union, No. 6895); Carl Upp- 
man & Co., Cigar Manufacturers, New York 


City, N. Y., (by Cigarmakers International 
Union); SS. A. Weller Pottery Company, 
Zanesville, O., (by United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America); V. 
Haight, Publisher, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., (by 
Internaticnal Typogs raphical Union). 


UNFAIR LIST. 
American 


Biscuits; 
bacco: 


Biscuit and Manufacturing Co.’s 
American ‘Tobacco Co., Plug To- 
Battle Ax, Newsboy, Piper Hiedsick, 


Something Good, Pedro—Smoking Tobacco: 
Gail & Ax, Navy, Honest Long Cut, Duke’s 
Mixture, Seal of North Carolina, Ivanhoe, 


Duke’s Cameo, Sweet 


Greenback—Cigarettes: 
Apsley Rubber Co., 


Caporal, Cycle, Oid Jude; 
Hudson, ag Arena; falz Brewing Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa. fanner Cigar Co., Detroit, 
Mich.; ow Thal tedding Co., A. Weigel & 
Co., Mz auttresses, Milwaukee, Wis.; Bondy & 
Lederer, Cigar Manufacturers of New York; 
Boston Belting Co.; Boston Pilot; Boston 
Republic; Brown Bros. Cigar Co., Detroit 
Mich.; Brown ‘Tobacco Company, St. Louis, 
Mo.; Suffalo Barrels; Burden Iron Com- 
pany, Rivets, Nails, etc., Troy, N. Y.;  Chi- 
cago Stamping Cc ompan} y, Manufacturers 
United States Bicycle; Cincinnati Brewing 
Company, Hamilton, Ohio; Conkey Printing 
Company, Hammond, Ind.; Consolidated Steel 
and Wire Company; Cumberland Flour Mills 
and Liberty Flour Mills, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Derby Bicycle Company, Jackson, Mich.; 
Deuscher Co., Hamilton, O.; C. Schreier, 
Sheboygan, Wis., Malsters; Donohue & Hen- 
neberry, Printers and Publishers, Chicago, 
Ill.; Dugan & Hudson, Shoe Manufacturers, 
Rochester, N. Y.; Ejitel & Cassebohnn’s Ci- 
gars, Louisville, Ky.; Farrar & Trefts, Boiler 
and Machine Works, Steam Engines, Buffalo, 
N. Y.; W. F. Fauber Company, Chicago, Ti., 
Fauber One-Piece Bicycle Crank Axle; Free- 
man Mill Company, West Superior, Wis.; 
Freie Presse, Chicago, IIL; Fuller.Warren 
Stove Company, Milwaukee, Wis.; Geo. Eh- 
ret’s Lager Beer; Geo. Mocles Cigar Company, 








Detroit, ro Gobeill Pattern Works, Cleve- 
land, O.; Gor En Cigar Company, Detroit, 
Mich.; Gormully & Jeffrey Bicycle Co., Chi- 


cago, Ill., Rambler; Gross & Company, C1- 
gars, Detroit, Mich.; Grove Company, Chew- 
ing Gum Manufacturers, Salem, O., Brands: 
Pepsin, Jersey Fruit and Fruit Flavors; A. 
V. Haight, Publisher Poughkeepsie, N. Y.3 
Hamilton-Brown Shoe Co., St. Louis, Mo.; 
Harrington & Ouelette Cigar Co., Detroit, 


Mich.; Hart, Schaffner & Marks, Chicago, I1.; 
H. Dietz Cigar Co., Detroit, Mich.; Heter- 
man Bros. Co., Cigars, Louisville, Ky.; Hirsh- 


, Cigar Manufacturers, New 
Jacob Beck & Son, Pearl 
Flake Manufacturers, 


horn, Mack & Co. 

Brunswick, N. J. ’ 
Wheat and _ Breakfast 
Detroit, Mich.; Kerbs, Wertheim & Schiffer, 
Cigars, New York; Kingan & Co., Pork and 
Reef Packers, Indianapolis, Ind.; Kipp Bros., 
Mattresses and Spring Beds, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Larkins Soap Works, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Levi, Horwitz & Lachenbruch, Clothing Man: 
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ufacturers, New York; Lime Manufacturers 
—Cobb & Co., Perry Bros., and A. F. Crock- 
ett & Co., all of Rockland, Maine; H. L,. 
Shepard, Rockport, Maine; Maple City Soap 
Works; Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.; 
Mock, Berman & Co., Clothing Manufacturers, 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Moek’s Cigar Company, 
Detroit, Mich.; Monmouth Mining and Man- 
ufacturing Company (Sewer Pipe); Monmouth 
(ill.) Pottery Company; O’Brien — Bros., 
Spring Bed Co., Chicago, Ill.; Patriot Print- 
ing Company, Jackson, Michigan; Plant Mill- 
ing Company, Geo. P.; Powell, Smith & Com- 
pany, Cigars, New York; Quincy Show Case 
Works, Quincy, IIl.; Rochester Clothiers’ Ex- 
change; Rockford Chair and Furniture Com- 
pany; Rothschild, Son & Co., Bar Fixtures; 
Royal Mantel and Furniture Co., Rockford, 
Ill.: Sardines—K. W. Brown, Gunrock Pack- 
ing Company, Eureka Packing Company, Law- 
rence Packing Company, Crescent Packing 
Company, Bucks Harbor Packing Company, 
Indian Cove Packing Company, of Lubec and 
Machias, Maine; Schneider-Trenkamp Co., 
Trenkamp Co., Cleveland, Ohio, Manufactur- 
ers of Oil, Gas and Gasoline Stoves, all marked 
“Reliable;’” School Seat Company, Furni- 
ture, Grand Rapids, Mich.; S. F. Hess & 
Co., Cigars, Rochester, N. Y.; Shelby Steel 
Tube Company, of Ellwood City, Pa.; Sieg & 
Walpole, Bicycles, Kenosha, Wis.; S. Otten- 
berg Bros., Cigar Manufacturers, New York, 
i  # Springfield (1il.) Elevator Milling Co.; 
St. Louis Brewers’ Association, Lager Beer 
Strong, Garfield Co., East Weymouth Mass 
Studebaker sros. Manufacturing Co.’s 
riages and Wagons, South Bend, Ind.; Swift 

-acking Company, Chicago, Ill, Kansas City, 
Kas., East St. Louis, Ill; St. Paul 
Minn., Omaha, Neb.; Swift’s Sure Spe- 
cific, Atlanta, Ga.; Thomas Taylor & Son, 
Hudson, Mass.; ‘‘Times,’’ Los Angeles, Cal.; 
United States aking Company; Venable 
Bros., Quarries, Lithonia, Ga.; S$. A. Weller 
Pottery Company, Zanesville, O.; Western 
Wheel Co. Chicago, Ill; Winter Bros. 
Brewing Co., Iron City Brewing Co., Pitts- 
burg, Pa.; Eberhard & Obers Brewing Co., 
Alleghany, Pa.; W, L. Kidder & Son, Mill: 
ing Co., Terre Haute, Ind.; Wm. Tegge Ci- 
gar Co., Detroit, Mich.; Woodward’s Abing- 
ton Mills, A. C., Elastic Goring Manufac- 
turers, Abington, Mass.; Yocum Bros., Cigars, 
Reading, Pa. 

We authorized and issued appeals in the in- 
terest of the striking textile workers, the wire 
workers of Cleveland and the Utah Eight 
Hour Law defense fund. The _first-men- 
tioned appeal was issued in aid of those hav- 
ing no connection with our organization, but 
owing to the wide-spread interest aroused, 
yielded a large sum. When another appeal 
was issued on behalf of our affiliated union, 
the National Cotton Mule Spinners Associa- 
tion, the strike had generally been regarded 
as lost, and hence the response was not satis- 
factory. There is some doubt in our minds 
as to the wisdom of financially assisting those 
who are unwilling to organize so that they 
can assist themselves, or who refuse to ally 
themselves with the national unions. 

Having submitted to us the report of the 
President regarding the New Bedford strike of 
the Textile Workers and the Textile Organi- 
zation, we refrain from more than referring 
to the matter herein, approving his report, 
comments and recommendations thereon. 
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It is with much pleasure that we report to 
you and congratulate organized labor upon the 
decision by the U. S. Supreme Court sustain- 
ing the Kight Hour Law of the State of 
Utah. We appropriated the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars to help our fellow-unionists of 
that State to defray the legal expenses in- 
curred. 

Several decisions have been rendered since, 
by State Courts, upholding the eight hour law 
of their respective states. 

We have had numerous complaints as_ to 
the conduct of the National Union for Wait- 
ers, the Hotel and Restaurant Employes Inter- 
national Alliance and Bartenders International 
League. Many charges of dishonesty were 
made against the officers of the organization; 
fraud was alleged in so many ways and in 
such vital instances as to compel us to under- 
take an investigation. We have notified those 
who have appealed to the American Feder- 
ation of Labor to help them save the National 
union from utter destruction to appear before 
us in this city, and have furnished the officers 
of the organization, who are charged ‘with 
holding office illegally and with the commis- 
sion of these offenses, with copies of the com- 
plaints, inviting them to be present and give 
their version of the matters in question. The 
contending parties were represented at our 
session; realizing, however, that the work 
would encroach upon time which was not at 
our disposal, at our suggestion a committee of 
three of each side met for the purpose of ar- 
riving at some agreement. The next day the 
following agreement for an investigation was 
submitted, which we approve: 

We all unite in urging upon the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. the expediency 
of a thorough investigation of all transac- 
tions of our general office for the present term 
and all preceding terms since Cincinnati con- 
vention of 1896, thoroughly satisfied that what- 
ever the result it is essential to the peace and 
progress + our various organizations. 

C. POMEROY, G. V. P. 
JE RE L. SULLIVAN, 
Local 20, St Louis. 
FRANK A. EGGER, Gen. Sec. 
MELVIN G. BOLLINGER, 
Local 20, St. Louis. 
F. C. LEWIS. 
W FP. PHILLIPS. 

After further efforts we persuaded the con- 
tending factions to agree to arbitration as well 
as investigation. 

















In view of the proposition made by the 
contending parties to the dispute in the Hotel 
and Restaurant I. U. and B. T. L. of A. we 
recommended that you’ sanction under your 
authority the investigation of the matters in 
dispute and the arbitration thereof with a view 
that entire unity of the craft may be _ re-es- 
tablished, and in furtherance of this purpose 
John F. O'Sullivan and T. L. Lewis were se- 
lected in behalf of the National organization 
officers, and Owen Miller and W. E. Me- 
Ewen were selected by the appellants and com- 


plainants and we selected J. C. Dernell, sub- 





ject to your confirmation, the five above 
named to constitute a committee to investigate, 
arbitrate and adjust all matters in dispute, 
and to report to this convention, Friday, De- 
cember 16, 1898. The representatives of both 
parties have bound themselves to abide by 
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the result of the investigation and arbitra- 
tion. 

_ Complaints were received from local un- 
ions of the Retail Clerks National Protective 
Association, alleging improper conduct on the 
part of its officers. Upon request of proof, it 
narrowed itself down to action of the regularly 
constituted Convention. While in several in- 
stances the legislation enacted is regarded as 
detrimental to the organization and the interest 
of the clerks, we dismissed the complaint, but 
advised that the National Association undo, 
at its earliest possible moment, the legislation 
which is so likely to prove inimical. 

Several of the organizers and members of 
the Executive Council have to quite an extent 
given their attention to tours of organizations 
in the middle West, the South and the far 
East. The Executive Council made appropria- 
tions from our funds contributory to this pur- 
pose. We endorsed the recommendation of the 
President that the subject of organizers for 
the South and West be given special consider- 
ation and encouragement. 

The last Convention had under considera- 
tion a resolution endorsing a bill pending before 
Congress to grant suffrage to the residents of 
the District of Columbia, or rather a bill refer- 
ring to the residents of the District of Colum- 
bia the question whether suffrage shall be 
granted. The Convention referred the matter 
to the Executive Council, with instructions to 
report to you. The Executive Council di- 
rected the President to undertake an_ inves- 
tigation. He, with the assistance of Secretary 
Morrison, reports that two hearings were had. 
for which general invitations were sent out 
and public announcement made that all would 
be heard. Only those who favored the propo- 
sition appeared at the first meeting, and as a 
consequence, thirty letters were sent to known 
opponents, requesting them to appear. No one 
accepted the invitation, only one designing 
to acknowledge receipt of the letter. One 
member of a union appeared to protest, not 
against the measure, but against the A. F. 
of I,. taking the matter up. The testimony 
elicited was submitted to the Executive Council 
and the following is submitted to you as our 
judgment upon the question: 

There are 280,000 residents in the District 
of Columbia. They are denied the right of 
self-government. They have no voice, no vote. 
A large majority of the bona fide residents 
have protested against their disfranchisement. 
The government consists of a commission of 
three members, appointed by the President, 
with an appointive judiciary, none of whom 
are responsible to the people. The lives and 
liberties of the residents are subject to the 
absolute control of those who exercise author- 
ity without a mandate from the people. The 
objectors to the franchise are that class of resi- 
dents who exercise their franchise in the 
States. The disfranchised residents of the 
District have no power nor inihnomee to change 
local or general conditions. 

The Central Labor Union, and all previous 
central bodies in the district, have insisted 
upon the right of franchise, and demand that 
the question be submitted to the vote of the 
bona fide residents to determine whether the 
sentiment is in favor or against their claim. 

It has been claimed that owing “to the 
large preponderance of negroes, the white res- 
idents would be out voted.” This, even if 
true is unjustifiable; but investigation proves 


oe 





that it is not founded on fact; that in truth a 
large majority of the residents of the district 
are of the Caucausian race. 

It is held that the right of suffrage is an in- 
herent right in the manhood and citizenship of 
our people, no matter where they may be lo- 
cated. It is true that in the early history of 
our country the Congress was practically 
driven from Philadelphia to take its place in 
Washington; but that was during a period 
wien our government could scarcely be con- 
sidered a stable one, for nearly a century 
the people of the District exercised the fran- 
chise; and only by political jugglery was it 
taken from them. 

There have been some claims that the seat 
of government should be absolutely safe from 
local political influence; but attention is called 
to the fact that among the European na- 
tions the capitals are located in their prin- 
cipal and most populous cities. where the 
people exercise equal rights with the people 
of any city in their respective countries; and 
the British parliament within recent years 
coneeded larger latitude for local self govern- 
ment of London by establishing the London 
County Council, which has been demonstrated 
to be not only an act of political wisdom, 
but economic and social advantage 

The Commissioners of the District do not 
require the contractors to pay the prevailing 
union rate of wages; in fact, they refused to 
do so. The contractor employer of cheap labor 
has, therefore, the advantage in estimates for 
labor over the fair union labor emplover. It 
is asserted by those qualified to know that, “in 
no instance has a municipal building been 
erected in the District of Columbia wholly by 
union labor,” and ‘‘on public work done by the 
Commissioners without contract, laborers are 
employed to do the work of mechanics at a 
wage fiftv per cent less than is paid organ- 
ized workmen for doing the same kind of 
work for other employers. Protests or com- 
plaints by organized. labor receive no consid- 
eration at the hands of the Commissioners. 

In an official report recently made regarding 
the schools, it shows that nearly one-third of 
om are compulsory half-day schools, all, of 
the juvenile and primary class, and embracing 
children from six to twelve years of age, while 
every facility is offered in the higher grades 
in which Greek, German, trigonometry, etce., 
are taught. 

These matters are referred to as evidence 
that owing to the disfranchisement of the wage 
earners of the District thev are deprived of 
advantages which are justly theirs 
further argument, of which there 
ance, we have no hesitation in recommending 
that the bill now pending in Congress for a 
referendum of the question of suffrage to the 
people of the District of Columbia should_re- 
ceive the endorsement of the American Fed- 
eration of Tabor. 

The following preamble and _ resolution, 
adopted at one of our meetings, are self ex- 
planatory: 

Inasmuch as the continuous and overwhelm- 
ing flood of boycott circulars sent to local un- 
ions indiscriminately without authority of the 
\. F. of I, leads to confusion and _ ineffect- 
iveness in pushing unfair firms to settlement 
on union terms, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we disapprove of any lo- 
cal, national or international union sending 
out any circular calling for a boycott unless 
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the same is first endorsed by the A. F. of L,, 
and in case a boycott circular is sent out with- 
out such indorsement, the Executive Council 
will feel fustified in refusing to sustain the 
boycott. 

The adoption of this resolution is earnestly 
recommended, in order that this formidable 
weapon of organized labor may not fall into 
misuse, and finally become ineffective. 

Finding that the name and prestige of our 
organization have been exploited to base pur- 
poses by unscrupulous persons, we adopted the 
following resolution, which we recommend to 
your consideration and approval. 

RESOLVED, That we hereby notify all 
business men, trade unionists, and the public 
generally, that no advertising agent or solicitor 
is authorized in any manner or under any 
pretense to solicit advertisements or subscrip- 
tions of money in the name on in behalf of 
the American Federation of Labor for any so- 
called souvenirs, labor directories or hand 
books. We further request the earnest co-op- 
eration of all affiliated unions in enforcing this 
resolution. 

There are a large number of adjustments of 
differences and disputes between our affiliated 
unions and employers of labor, which, for ob- 
vious reasons of time and brevity, cannot 
be reported. 

These are matters of the every-day work of 
the officers at headquarters and the other 


members of the Executive Council and our 
reprdsentatives. In view of misrepresenta- 
tions, however, it is necessary to report upon 


one particular case, that is, of the Horse- 
shoers dispute with the Anheuser-Busch Brew- 
ing Company. The members of the _horse- 


shoers’ union of St. Louis were engaged in a 
great strike for better conditions. The em- 


ployers refused to grant them, and they were 
assisted in the struggle against the men by the 
Knights of Labor granting a charter to the 
unfair employers and their unfair men. The 
Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company employed 
union brewers and union workmen in all other 
branches of their industry, had their horses 
shod by an employer who belonged to the 
Master Horseshoers’ Association and employed 
unfair horseshoers. At the request of the 
ecretary of the Journeymen _ International 
Union of Horse Shoers of the United States 
and Canada, Brother Kenehan, President Gom- 
pers entered into a vigorous correspondence 
with the representatives of the Employers’ As- 
sociation, with the view of bringing an ad- 
vantageous adjustment of the strike. This 
finally resulted in bringing the President of 
the National organization of employers from 
New York to St. Louis, and Secretary Kene- 
han from Denver to St. Louis to participate 
in the conference. Representatives of the lo- 
cal organizations of horseshoers and their em- 
ployers met in conference, and President Gom- 
pers, by unanimous choice, was suggested as 
chairman and arbitrator. The conference lasted 
from ten in the morning until eight in the 
evening. It was evident that neither side 
trusted the other, and for that reason no ad- 
justment was reached. The following day 
President Gompers, in company with — Secre- 
tary E. Lewis Evans, of the National Tobacco 
Workers Union of America, located at St. 
Louis, visited the Anheuser-Busch Brewing 





Company, and had a conference with its man- 
agers. The 
cussed, 


men were dis- 
for the firm to 


demands of the 
and the request made 
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either insist that the employing horseshoers 
concede the demands of the union, or other- 
wise to have the tirm’s horses shod by the co- 
operative association of union horseshoers. Mr. 
Busch conceded the demands of the men as be- 
ing fair, and promised to comply with the re- 
quest. Tetween this event and the time for 
its accomplishment, a few men, wholly apart 
from the officers of the International or local 
union of horseshoers, placed and insisted upon 
enforcing a boycott upon the brewery company 
until the expenses which they claimed they 
had made in prosecuting the same should oe 
paid by the company. From all the facts in 
the case, it is plainly evident that President 
Gompers performed his whole duty in the mat- 
ter and that the adjustment was _ secured 
through his efforts. This part of the report 
is ordered at the instance of the members 
of the Executive Council other than President 
Gompers. 

Pursuant to your instructions, a committee, 
consisting of Vice Presidents McGuire and 
Duncan, made an exhaustive examination in 
regard to the Siegel-Cooper Company com- 
plaint. The representatives of the different in- 
terests involved in New York participated in 
the investigation, which developed in a confer- 
ence with a view of uniting the labor move- 
ment in New York. The matter is not wholly 
completed, but hopes are entertained that ad- 
vantageous results will follow. We _ recom- 
mend that the efforts begun be continued by 
the incoming Executive Committee. 

The Executive Council resolved that here- 
after commissions be not issued to any person 
unless belonging to a union affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

A question was submitted to us by the Kan- 
s City, Kansas, Trades Assembly, regarding 
jurisdiction of central bodies, as follows: 

bis a union exists in one State and city, 
and its members reside and work in said 
State and city, can they ignore the central 
body of their respective community and affiliate 
with the central body of another State and 
city?” 

The Executive Council answered the ques- 
tion in the negative as a general proposition. 
In so doing, however, there must undoubtedly 
be some consideration for certain instances 
and contingencies. In the city in which we 
now meet, the Kansas Cities of the States of 
Missouri and Kansas have their dividing lines 
upon points in which one building is located 
within the borders of the two States. Such 
conditions prevail in several localities through- 
out the country, and it is therefore exceedingly 
difficult to make a hard and fast rule cover- 
ing the entire subject. We believe that so 
far as it is possible, the position taken by us 
should be observed. 

We have received an application for a char- 
ter from the Loom Fi: National Union; 
the National Textile Workers protesting. The 
matter has been referred to Vice President 
O'Connell for investigation and report, but 
the time has been too short within which to 
enable him to complete the same. 








« 








Application for charter was received from 
the Steamfitters and Helpers National Asso- 
ciation, against which the United Association 
of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steamfitter and 





Helpers protest. The same has 
but has not as yet 


Steamfitters’ 

received our consideration, 

been fully determined upon. 
It is with pleasure we report the substantial 
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advantage in the interest of labor, our organi- 
zations and our movements generally, result- 
ing from the location of the office at the Cap- 
ital city of the United States. 

Apart from a few of the matters reported, 
your attention is called to a letter written by 
the President of the A. F. of L. to President 
McKinley, and his (the President’s) refer- 
ence and recommenda ion of labor measures in 
his recent message to Congress. 

In the dispute between the United Brewery 
Workmen’s Union and the Coopers Interna- 
tional Union as to which organization certain 
persons working in breweries should belong, 
we beg to say that the settlement of the mat- 
ter by direct correspondence and negotiations 
of the officers of the organization nave failed. 

The question involved is the claim of the C. 
I. U. that all men using coopers’ tools in the 
breweries shall belong to the Coopers Unions. 
The N. B. W. U. contend that all brewers 
must learn to tighten noops so as to be pre- 
pared in cases of emergency; that this work is 
done casually by brewers; ‘that in small brew- 
eries there is sufficient work for one cooper 
and that in large breweries the work is done 
by machines. 

We are of the opinion, that where there is 
sufficient cooperage work for the employment 
of a cooper for the full time, such persons 
should belong to the Coopers Union, and where 
there is insufficient cooperage work requiring 
such persons to do other brewery work, they 
should be permitted to remain members of the 
3rewery Workmen’s Union. We are fully 
aware th it this is not an entire solution of the 
question in dispute, but if a spirit of fairness 
is manifested on both sides the hope is en- 
tertained that the matter will not be difficult 
of adjustment. 

During the year the Building Laborers In- 
ternational Union became affiliated with the 
A. F. of L. Before this affiliation about fifteen 
local Building Laborers unions held Charters 
from us. We were desirous of turning these 
locals over to the international, but the 
officers of the latter insisted that these locals 
pay charter fees. Inasmuch as these locals 
had already paid charter fees to us, and that 
fifteen locals could be obtained by the Interna- 
tional without effort or the expenditure of a 
dollar, we believed the claim unjust and the 
locals have not yet been turned over to the 
International. The matter is reported to you 
for such decision as you may deem just. 

In all the matters coming before us as an 
Executive Council, or as individual members 
thereof, we have endeavored to perform our 
duties with the sole purpose of cementing the 
divergent forces of labor into the various 
locals and national unions, so the bond of 
unity among the toilers of our country may 
become broader, greater and more successful 
than ever in the work to obtain improved 
conditions for all. We have not always waited 
for the opportunities to come, but have often 
created them, when advantage for labor could 
be achieved. 

With the conviction as well as an abiding 
faith in the success of the trade union move- 
ment, under the banner of the American 
Federation of Labor, we urge all to continue 
greater efforts to accomplish the aims, the 
ennobling aspirations of the toiling masses. 

Fervently hoping that this convention may 
surpass all others in achievements, as well as 
it has in numbers, and that the work we have 
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endeavored to perform may meet with your 
favorable consideration, this report is re- 
spectfully sane 1. 





El, GOMPERS, 
ES DUNCAN, 

ES O'CONNELL, 
N B. LENNON, 
NK MORRISON, 


Executive Council. 
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Delegate Fitzgerald moved the report be 
referred to Committee on Executive Council’s 
Report. Adopted. 

Delegate Kidd, Fraternal Delegate to Can- 
ada, read his report, as_ follows: 


To the Eighteenth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Federationists—The fourteenth an- 
nual session of the Trades and Labor Congress 
of Canada was held in the Parliament Hall, 
Winnipeg, Man., on Friday, Saturday, Monday 
and Tuesday, Sept. 16, 17, 19, and 20. After 
the opening ceremony at which the acting- 
mayor, a representative of the Dominion gov- 
ernment, a clergyman and Mr. D. A. Carey, 
the President of the Congress, participated, 
the committee on credentials was appointed 
and the Congress adjourned until the after- 
noon, when the real work of the delegates 
comnrenced. 

The report of the credentials committee 
showed forty-five delegates present, which was 
very encouraging, considering that the Con- 
gress was held in the far away Prairie City 
of the great northwest, and which militated 
against even a fair representation from eastern 
centers of population. By virtue of its geo- 
graphical situation, however, the Pacific coast 
unions were enabled to be represented in 
greater force than at any preceding session. 

It may not be inappropriate to here refer 
to the radical difference between the Labor 
Congress and the American Federation of La- 
hor. The aims of the two organizations are 
practically dissimilar. The —o does not 
take up grievances of unions ainst each 
other, nor does it care about ihe limits of 
jurisdiction claimed by affiliated bodies. Its 
whole effort seems to be directed towards se- 
curing favorable legislation from the Federal 
and Provincial governments, and organizing 
the workers of the Dominion wherever it can. 

On the second day your delegate conveyed 
to the Labor Congress the fraternal greetings 
of the American Federation of Labor. That 
the action of our Nashville Convention was 
approved by our cousins on the other side of 
the line could he attested in no better man- 
ner than the vigorous applause that greeted 
the words of good fellowship and good cheer 
that fell from the lips of your representative 
and which were warmly responded to by Presi- 
dent Carey. 

The personnel of the Congress was above 
the average representative gathering, both 
physically and intellectually, while the debates 
were conducted with ability and dignity that 
speak volumes for the workers of the future 
in the Dominion. 

The Chinese question is as much a problem 
in Canada as it is in the United States, and 
without exception the representatives from the 
Pacific coast were unanimous in urging the 
Congress to take the necessary steps to restrict 
the immigration of the Chinese. It was. re- 
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ported by some of the delegates that Chinese 


workmen were employed in planing mills and 
interior finish factories at Vancouver, and 
that, as a consequence, the wages of white 
wood-workers have been reduced fifty per cent 
within the last two or three years. At the 
present time each Chinaman on entering Can 
ada pays a head tax of $50.00. The Labor 
Congress with the view of their absolute 


exclusion passed a resolution urging the Dom- 
inion government to increase this tax to $500. 

The eight hour movement in Canada is not 
being ignored and the active workers are per 
sistently agitating for a shorter workday and 
are carrying on the fight with as much vigor as 
we are doing in the United States. 


It would be unwise to deny or ignore the 


fact that a feeling of antagonism obtains 
among many of the active workers in Canad 
ian labor circles toward the American Feder 


ation of Labor. Many believe that it is un- 


fair for the International unions with which 
they are connected to pay a per capita tax to 
the Federation on their account, which they 


claim goes towards the support of a lobby in 
Washington. They say that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor seems to be a purely Amer- 
ican organization and cares nothing for labor 





legislation beyond the United States. That 
some attention should be paid to legislation in 
Canada they believe, and this legislation can 


best be secured by assisting the Congress to 
obtain it. The Labor Congress is essential to 
Canadians with a legislative distinct from, and 
institutions that have nothing in common with 
ours. And, if labor legislation is to be 
enacted it will have to come through the in 
fluence of a powerful Canadian [Labor Fed 
eration. As nearly all of the unions affiliated 
with the yor Congress are likewise affiliated 
with the A. F. of 1., the former thinks the 
Federation should aid it in trying to secure 
remedial legislation. 

In his report to the thirteenth 
sion of the Trades and Labor Congress which 
was held fifteen months ago at Hamilton, Ont., 
President Carey, referring to an act to restrict 
the importation and employment of aliens 
which was passed by the ‘Federal Parliament 
of Canada, and which he claimed called fot 
more than mere mention, asserted that the law 
did not cover the ground, nor did it embody 
the aim of organized labor, although it ap- 
peared to meet with popular favor for the mo- 
ment. He contended that what the working 
men wanted was a law with a proviso that the 
term “alien”, should apply to any person from 
outside of Canada. The present law having 
no practical effect except against persons from 
the United States, and is thus simply as a 
retaliatory measure. As the law states, This 





annual ses 











act shall apply only to such foreign countries 
as ever enactegl and retained in force, or as 
enact and retain in force, laws or ordinances 


applying to Canada of a character similar to 


this law.”” Mr. Carey contended that retalia 
tion is not a dogmatic principle of organized 
labor m Canada, and the Congress favors the 


passage of a measure that will refer to all 
alike. The principal objection to the present 
immigration law is that it admits to the Dom 
inion many whom the Canadians consider un- 
desirable; and excludes many who are by no 
means obnoxious. 

Our Canadian friends believe the principles 
Congress are not properly under- 
Federation. As consequence I 


of the Labor 
stood by 


this 
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was invited to meet with its Executiv Board, 
and after hearing what it had to say, prom 
ed that in my report as Fraternal Delegate 
to your honorable body, | woufd have the aims 
and objects of the Congress brought before 


you. 


The delegates at Winnipeg seemed to be in 


tensely in earnest in trying to get the various 
cities of the Dominion thoroughly unionized, 
and are very anxious that the work of organi 
tion should receive the assistance of the 
\merican Federation of Labor, and that new 
unions should be instituted and attached to 
their respective national or international 


bodies. Canada offers a fertile field for the 


dissemination of union principles. 


For the first time in its history the Congress 
adopted a platform, and while one or two of 
the planks may not be palatable to many of 
us, yet it marks a mile-stone in the pathway 
of progressive unionism under _ the nion 
Jack. The platform favors 

1. Free compulsory education. 

2. Legal working day of eight hours and 


week. 
inspection of all 
contract 


six days to a 
3. Government 
1. The abolition of the 

all public works. 


industries. 
system on 


;- A minimum living wage, based on local 
colineas 

6. Public ownership of all franchises, such 
as railways, telegraphs, water works, lighting 
etc. : , 

7. Tax reform, by lessening taxation on 
industry and increasing it on land values. 

8. Abolition of the Dominion Senate. 


9. Exclusion of Chinese. 

10. The union label to be placed on all man- 
ufactured where practicable, and on all 
government and municipal supplies. 

11. Abolition of child labor by children 
under fourteen years of age; and of female 
labor in all branches of industrial life, such 
as mines, workshops, factories, etc. | 
12. Abolition of property qualifications for 
all public offices. 

13. Compulsory < 

14. Proportional 


goods 


irbitration of labor disputes 
representation and_ the 


cumulative vote. fi . ; 
1s. Prohibition of prison labor in compett- 
tion with free labor. | w : ‘ 
The mining industries of British Columbia 


from the Con- 


which the 


attention 
under 


considerable : 
conditions 


received 


gress, because the : 
operatives labor are anything but congenial. 
Seven days work is exacted from those en- 
caged in the mines, and the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Congress having jurisdiction over 
its affairs in British Columbia, was instructed 
to urge upon the YR of that Province 
the passage of a law that will give to the 
miners a day of rest once every week. ae 
The Congress will petition the Dominion 
government to refrain hereafter from em 
ploying Japanese and Chinese on the Pacific 


coast steamships in the capacity of stokers and 
other responsible positions. : : 

Resolutions were adopted instructing the 
proper officials of the Congress to sce that 
the government observed the spirit of the law, 
in manufacturing garments for the employes 
of the several departments of the Dominion 
and have them made under fair conditions 
and not in sweat shops. 


There is in Canada a strong sentiment in fa- 
vor of the union label, and all labels were in 
dorsed. In marked contrast with this senti- 








62 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ' [1898 


ment there was not a single boycott approved 
of, and the word boycott was scarcely mentioned 
during the four days that the delegates were 
in session. 

Among the resolutions adopted were the fol- 
lowing: 

To urge the government to collect and pub- 
lish labor statistics in detail, at least every 
three months. 

To secure the abolition of all taxes on the 
products of industry and the concentration of 
taxation on the value of land. 

To prevent the importation of contract labor 
into Canada. 

To press the Dominion Government to sup- 
ersede contract labor with day labor on all 
public works. 

The principal officers elected for the coming 
year were: 

President, Ralph Smith, M. P. P., miner, 
Nanaimo, B. C. 

Vice President, John A. Flett, carpenter, 
Hamilton, Ont. 

Secretary-Treasurer, George W. Dower, 
printer, Toronto, Ont. 

Delegate To the American Federation of 
Labor Convention, D. A. Carey, newspaper 
writer, Toronto, Ont. 

I think it eminently proper that mention 
should be made at this time of the loyalty of 
the Canadian trade unionists to their respect- 
ive International Unions having headquarters 
this side of the line, and the same laudable in- 
terest is taken in the growth of our move- 
ment upon American soil as well as upon their 
own. 

I cannot close this report without referring 
to an incident which shows how closely the 
organized workers of the two nations are con- 
bined. At a banquet given in the City Hall 
by the Mayor and the City Council, in honor 
of the delegates to the Labor Congress, at 
which many city, provincial and Dominion offi- 
cers were present, one of the toasts on the 
programme was ‘“‘The American Federation of 
Labor.” The toast was proposed by a City Coun- 
cillor, who coupled with it the name of your 
delegate. It was drunk with great enthusiasm, 
the Nineteenth Regiment band playing 
“Yankee Doodle” and the entire audience sing- 
ing “For They Are Jolly Good Fellows. 

During the five or six days that the del- 
egates were in Wi innipeg much time was spent 
in the evenings organizing new unions and as 
a result of our efforts the street railway em- 
ployes, cigarmakers and boilermakers were 
organized. 

There can be no question about the wisdom 
of your last Convention electing a fraternal 
delegate to Canada. Many small misunder- 
standings were easily explained away, and, by 
continuing to send fraternal delegates, mis- 
understandings of the same kind. will, in the 
near future, cease to exist. The intelligent 
wage workers cf both countries realize that 
their aims and ambitions are the same, and 
that while distinct flags may wave .over 
their heads they should be as one in tryipg 
to achieve the industrial emancipation of the 
toiling millions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS Tf. KIDD. 


Delegate Mahon moved the report be re- 
ceived, referred to special committee and 


thanks of convention be tendered delegate for 
his efficient service. 

Referred to Committee on Fraternal Dele- 
gates’ Report. 

The following resolutions were presented 
by unanimous consent and referred: 

Resolution No. 41.—By Delegate Furuseth: 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 95, a bill to im- 
prove the condition of the seamen, to protect 
such seamen, and to increase commerce, has 
passed the Senate; and, 

WHEREAS, This bill, though a great step 
in the right direction, still falls short of ad 
mitting the seamen to full freedom and 
equality with other citizens, in this, that the 
imprisonment for violating a contract to labor 
in a foreign port, in the foreign trade, is still 
maintained along with the old evil of allot- 
ment to original creditors. Therefore, 

RESOLVED, That while we appreciate and 
are, on behalf of the seamen, grateful for 
this concession, we desire to submit that the 
seamen have earned and should be granted full 
personal freedom-—the ownership of their own 
hodies—the full protection of wages signed 
for, and, therefore, respectfully request that 
Senate bill 95, be thus amended and _ passed 
at the earliest convenient date. 

Delegate O’Sullivan for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported favorably, and  recom- 
mended that it be telegraphed to Congress, 
man Ilandy, signed by President Gompers. 

Report of Committee adopted. 

Resolution was telegraphed to Congressman 
Handy in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Committee: : 

Resolution No. 42.—By Delegate Kent: 

WHEREAS, There is a clamor on the part 
of some of the capitalistic class and among 
others who are moved by solely sordid in- 
terests and ideas, in favor of what is called 
a policy of imperialism or expansion, mean- 
ing that this nation’ shall follow in the foot- 
steps of the old world, own colonies and rule 
and tax weaker peoples without their consent, 
thus revolutionizing our history and traditions 
and pursuing a policy, the enforcement of 
which by George III, brought about the Rev- 
olutionary war, a policy calculated to demor- 
alize American labor by bringing in compe- 
tition with it classes of labor who do not 
understand the genius of our institutions, and 
who are at present almost devoid of those as- 
pirations so gg ly to elevate labor; and, 

WHEREAS, The capitalistic or privileged 
classes have never been known to do anything 
to elevate mankind, and the burden of carry- 
ing on the struggle for better conditions for 
those who toil has rested on the shoulders of 
labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Years of time and thousands 
of dollars have been spent in trying to organ- 
ize, educate and assimilate those servile classes 
that have already in many sections of the 
United States displaced fairly paid American 
labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Such a policy will mean the 
huilding up of a large army and navy at the 
expense of the producers, who not only will 
do the fighting but pay the fiddler, is essen- 
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tially undemocratic, and as ex-Premier Dupuy 
has lately said of the French army, ‘‘a menace 
to a republic.” The attention of the people 
will be constantly turned from the study of 
the reforms now so urgently needed in our 
own domestic affairs to spectacular visions of 
conquest, along with which will come that in- 
evitable cold commercialism that will tend to 
stifle our instincts of justice and humanity, 
human sentiment will give place to a universal 
sordid desire for gain; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the delegates of the A. 
F. of [,. in Convention assembled, That we 
are unalterably opposed to all so-called poli- 
cies of imperialism, expansion,'or colonization. 
While we are at all times anxious for this na- 
tion to take up the sword in the interest of 
the oppressed, when we do so we should not 
follow it up by holding in subjection as sub- 
jects people who have a divine right to gov- 
ern themselves; nor should we annex countries 
not contiguous to our continent whose people 
have nothing in common with American civil- 
ization. 





Resolution No. 43.—By Delegate S. J. Kent: 

WHEREAS, Under our present system of 
raising revenue to carry on the affairs of the 
government, the poor man, though he receive 
hut little protection, care or consideration, is 
forced to pay a disproportionate share of taxa- 
tion, while the banker and bondholder and the 
wealthy classes generally favored as they are 
of the nation, contribute but little to its sup- 
port; and, 

WHEREAS, An effort has been made in the 
past few years to impose a tax on incomes, the 
same being declared unconstitutional by the 
(in) decision of the United States Supreme 
court, thereby reversing former decisions¢ of 
the same court and setting aside a right recog- 
nized the world over—the right to tax the in- 
comes of the rich; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council of the A. F. of 1. be instructed to de- 
mand from Congress the submission of an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. providing for a tax on incomes to the 
end that bondholders and corporations who 
neither fight the battle of our country, nor 
hear their share of the burdens of taxation 
be compelled to contribute to the Government 
that of late has been so lavish in its favors 
toward them. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 





Resolution No. 44.-—By Delegate S. J. Kent: 
WHEREAS, The virtue of the union label 
as a factor in driving goods out of the market 


that are products of unfair conditions and 
substituting goods made by fairly paid and 
fairly treated labor, thereby sustaining a 
higher standard of skill and ‘of living for the 


American workman and those dependent upon 
him, and a higher standard of citizenship and 
civilization in our country, is acknowledged by 
all persons in the labor movement; and 
WHEREAS, Its further value in educating 
a healthy sentiment in favor of union made 
goods is also admitted, but owing to many dif- 
ferent kinds of labels now in use, and whose 
number will soon be legion, it is apparent 
that ere long it will be impossible for any 
ordinary mind to retain impressions of them 
all, and the result will be bewilderment and 
loss of interest; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
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Council advise with the heads of the different 
international organizations, and with their co- 
operation adopt a uniform label, to be used 
on all union made goods, the same to be 
adopted by all unions holding charters direct 
from the American Federation of Labor, and 
such label to be the only label recognized by 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy 


cotts. 

Resolution No. 45—By Delegate ae 
Kent: 

WHEREAS, There was reported by the 
House Committee on banking and currency, 


5sth Congress (and therefore on the Calendar 
of the House for consideration) a bill which 
purports to be a bill for strengthening the 
public credit, for the relief of the 3 
treasury and for the amendment of laws re- 
lating to national banking associations: which 
measure is sometimes called the McCleary bill, 
the Gage Bill, or the Hill-Fowler bill, and is 
known as_ House Bill 10,289; the principal 
features of which are as follows: 

1. It creates a department of issue and re- 
demption, in control of three comptrollers, 
who are appointed by the President for four, 
cight, and twelve years, and can only be re- 
moved on charges sustained by the Senate of 
the United States. 

2. It provides for the retirement of $346,- 
000,000 in greenbacks, $470,000,000 in silver 
and silver certificates and $114,000,000 in 
treasury notes, in all $930,000,000. 

3. It provides that whenever any national 
hank shall deposit with the Secretary of the 
Treasurv either a greenback, a treasury note, 
or a gold or silver certificate it shall have issued 
in lieu thereof what is known as a U. S. re- 
serve note, which note, to be negotiable, must 
be endorsed by the national hank receiving it. 

4. It provides that national banks may de- 
posit bonds of the U. S. with the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to be used as a basis for 
the issue of bank notes to the amount of forty 
per cent of the capital stock of the bank, the 
option being left to the three comp- 
trollers before mentioned to surrender to the 
bank, at the expiration of four years, the 
honds deposited as security for the notes is- 
sued. 

s. It further authorizes the national banks 
to issue national bank currency to the extent of 
fortv per cent of their capital stock, such is- 
sue to be extended without limit upon payment 
of a tax of one-half of one per cent. 

6. Tt makes the Government ultimately re- 
sponsible for the redemption in gold of every 
dollar of such before mentioned, and 











issues 





all the security given the Government is a 
money reserve of 5 per cent of such issues. 
It is true that the Government is given a 
first lien upon the assets of the bank, includ- 


deposits thereof (thereby placing the 


ing the 
depositors at the mercy o 


thovsands of poor 
hank wreckers.) 
7. It gives the Secretary of the Treasury 
power to issue an unlimited amount of 3 per 
cent gold bonds, to provide a fund to meet 
the requirements under this bill. 


RESOLVED, by the Delegates of the A. F. 


of I.. in convention assembled (representing 
600,000 of the wage workers of the united 
States, upon whose shoulders rest in a large 


measure the burdens of the Government in 
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peace and war, and who by their toil are com- 
pelled to support the idle bond-helder and the 
exploiting classes generally.) That the meas- 
ure known as the McCleary, Gage, or Hill- 
Fowler bill, repoted by the committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of tie 55th Congress, is essentially 
un-American and revolutionary, and if passed 
will deal a deadly blow at American liberty: 
for to delegate to privé ite and seliish interests 
the supreme sovereign function of issuing the 





money of a nation is to place in the hands of 
such private interests the weal or woe of the 
people. The power to contract or expand 


the volume of currency is the power to make 
labor or property cheap or dear. It means, as 
stated by Mr. Walker, in the minority report 
on this bill, the formation of a gigantic money 
trust, that can rule the business and labor 
world with an iron hand. It is another step 
of plutocratic tyranny, which means if, un- 
checked, the subversion of the republic of the 
fathers; therefore, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. be and are hereby instructed to 
take such steps as may be necessary to defeat 
this measure, so dangerous to the interests of 
the American laborer and to the perpetuation 
of American liberty. 


Referred to Committee 
port. 


on fPresident’s Re- 


Resolution No. 46—By Delegate S. J. Kent: 
WHEREAS, Bro. George Daggett, a mem- 
ber of Federal Union 6332, Lincoln, Neb., 


formerly a substitute Letter Carrier, has been 
discharged by the Post Office authorities upon 
charges preferred by one Edward Huffman, 
an expelled member of the same union; and 

WHEREAS, Said charges are known to be 
wholly false by the members of Federal Union 
6332, who stand ready to so testify. Brother 
Daggett stands convicted, and a cloud placed 
over him by the Government solely upon the 
testimony of a man without character or repu- 
tation; and 

WHEREAS, in the labor movement an in- 
jury to one is the concern of all, and it is 
our declared purpose to protect the weak 
against the strong; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
look into the merits of this case, and appeal 
the same to the Civil Service Commission, not 
for the purpose of reinstating Brother Dageett, 
because he does not wish to work under such 
unjust employers as the postal officials are 
shown to be, but for the purpose of removing 
the stain now resting upon his character. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 





cotts. 

Resolution No. 47—By Delegate Adrian M. 
Jones: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 


tion of Labor commends the manly and cour- 
ageous action of Governor Tanner of Illinois 
in the recent miners’ strike at Virden, when 
the operators sought to destroy the Miners’ 
Union by the importation from other states of 
cheap negro labor and hired Pinkerton thugs, 
a course which has usually been successful 
because of the active support of those in civil 
authority. 

RESOLVED, That in this one unique in- 
stance of tardy justice to organized labor we 
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realize that the 
Lattimer 


martyrs of Homestead and 
have not died in vain. 

Referred to Commitee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 48—-By Adrian M. 

WHEREAS, The anti-scalping bill has  re- 
cently been passed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives at Washington, D. C., by a small 
majority; and i 

WHEREAS, The same 
fore the United States Senate and will prob 
ably come up for action before the end of the 
present session of Congress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, The American Federation of 
Labor, in convention assembled, protest against 
the passage of said bill (or bills of similar 
character) as being a blow at the liberty of 
individuals, and classes it as legislation con- 
ceived in the interest of as gigantic combine 
and trust; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention that a ticket purchased from any 
transportation company and paid for at said 
company’s prices should, in all equity and jus- 
tice, belong to the purchaser, and he should 
have the same right to dispose of it as of any 
other lawfully acquired property; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be directed to trans 
mit to each United States Senator a copy of 
these preambles and resolutions. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 


Delegate W. D. Ma- 


Jones: 


vicious bill is be- 





Resolution No. 49—By 


hon: 

WHEREAS, The last 
American Federation of 
lution condemning the anti-scalping bill, in- 
troduced in the House by Mr. Sherman of 
New York, and appealed to Congress for its 
defeat. As you are all well aware the intent 
and purpose of this law is to restrict the 
handling of passage tickets to the authorized 
agents of the ‘Traffic Association, combines 
and trusts, and to make it a penitentiary of- 
fense for any person to sell or deal in railway 
or steamboat tickets, or for any individual to 
buy a ticket except from the agent of the 
trust; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a 
ticket originally purchased of the company, 
and paid for at the company’s price, is the 
property of the purchaser, and he has _ the 
same right to dispose of it as of any other law- 
fully acquired property; and 

WHEREAS, The Lower House of Congress 
has, in opposition to our pretest and at. the 
bidding of the railroad corporations, within 


convention of the 
Labor passed a _reso- 





railroad or steamboat 


three days after reconvening, hurriedly passed 

this obnoxious measure, despite our protest; 

therefore, be it ‘ , 
RESOLVED, That we, the American Fed- 


eration of Labor, in convention assembled, 
this, the 12th day of December, 1898, in the 
city of Kansas City, Mo., condemn the action 
of the Lower House and appeal to the United 
States Senate to protect our rights and priv- 
ileges by defeating this or any like measure. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 50—By Delegate C. W. Coy: 
WHEREAS, The manufacturing _ of com- 
modities of commerce in state prisons and 
reformatories is increasing; and 
WHEREAS, Improved machinery of the 
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greatest production is used in these prisons, 
operated by convict labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is an utter impossibility for 
free labor and capital to compete with such 
unequal conditions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
Central Labor Union, of Lwouisville, Ky., do 
hereby protest against the States of the United 
States contracting their convicts out to be 
used in competition with free labor; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we deny states the right 
to injure our business or reduce our chances 
of obtaining an honorable living by compelling 
us to compete with convict labor; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we demand that the 
American Federation of Iabor, at its conven- 
tion at Kansas City, Mo., take some decisive 
stand on this great question; and be it’ further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor shall formulate some plan whereby 
organized labor and its friends can make an 
organized fight against convict labor in every 
state in the United States; be it further 

RESOLVED, That our delegate present a 
copy of these resolutions at the convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, to be held 
in Kansas City, Mo., in December, 1898. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 51—By Delegate J. F. O’Sul- 
livan: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be and hereby is directed to present a bill to 
Congress imposing an internal revenue tax 
of 50 per cent on all establishments where 
children under 14 years of age are employed 
or where minors and women are required to 
work more than eight hours per day, or forty- 
eight hours per week. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 52—By Delegates Chas. F. 
Bechtold and Julius Zorn: 

WHEREAS, The experiences of the past 
year have given us additional and unmis- 
takable proof that the legislative and judicial 
branches of the government are controlled by 
and administered in the interest of the capital- 
istic class, and that they are ever ready to 
sanction all efforts of that class to deprive 
labor of its rights and perpetuate economic 
injustice; and 

WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated dur- 
ing a period of many years that the profes- 
sions and promises of the capitalistic and mid- 
dle class parties are made only to be violated, 
and the confidence which organized labor has 
reposed in such parties has been shamefully 
abused; and . 

WHEREAS, The example set by organized 
labor bodies of England and other countries, 
wherein they have declared that the economic 
betterment and final emancipation of labor can 
only be realized through a strictly independ- 
ent political movement, going hand in hand 
with the economic movement, is well worth 
our emulation; and 

WHEREAS, Our fellow trade unionists of 
Great Britain, at their late Congress in Bris- 
tol, with a great majority vote resolved to 
recommend to all members of their organiza- 
tions to extend their moral and financial aid 
to the Socialist labor parties; an 


WHEREAS, We have in the United States 
the Social Democratic party, which is on rec- 
ord and is known to be heart and soul with 
the trade union movement as represented by 
the orgzgization affiliated with the A. F. of 
I,.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention of the 
A. F. of L. recommends its members, and 
all others in sympathy with its aims and pur- 
poses, to join said Social Democratic party, 
and thereby aid the same in carrying out its 
noble object, the abolition of wage slavery 
and the establishment of a more humane and 
adequate system of industry to insure justice 
to all members of society. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 53—By Delegate C. F. Bech- 
told: 

WHEREAS, The International Coopers’ Un- 
ion of America, at its last convention in Chi- 
cago, Ill., once more failed to comply with 
the instructions of the convention of the A. 
*, of L. held in New York city in 1895, 
namely: to bring about the organization of 
the machine cooper shops of the country; 
and 

WHEREAS, The International Union of 
Coopers actually tries to misuse the power o 
the A. F. of L. in fighting a hopeless battle 
against the use of machinery in the coopers’ 
trade; 

WHEREAS, The National Union of the 
United Brewery Workmen of the United 
States, which has always shown towards other 
trade unions its willingness to aid them mor- 
ally and financially to the fullest extent of its 
ability, would now be forced to demand of the 
employing brewers throughout the country to 
buy the much higher priced and sometimes 
very scarce hand-made cooperage in preference 
to the cheaper and abundantly manufactured 
machine cooperage; 

WHEREAS, This state of things has caused 
considerable trouble, not only to the coopers, 
and has only benefited the small cooper bosses} 
who have proven, as in any other trade, the 
most brutal exploiters of labor; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention again 
instructs the International Coopers’ Union 
to make preparations at the earliest possible 
date to have the machine cooper shops organ- 
ized, and thereby get an opportunity to do its 
organization the most good by stopping the 
present condition in those machine shops and 
establishing such as may prevent the pro- 
prietors of the machine cooper shops from 
upholding slave-like conditions in their estab- 
lishments. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 54—By Delegate H. S. 
Mills. 

Amendment to Article 10, by adding the 
following section: 

No state, central, federal or local organiza- 
tion connected with the American Federation 
of Labor shall contribute, financially or mor- 
ally, to any organization whatsoeyer not con- 
nected directly or indirectly with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor unless otherwise 
sanctioned by the American Federation of La- 
bor. 
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Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 55—By 
Mills: 

_ RESOLVED, That all applicants for affilia- 
tion with the American Federation of Labor 
coming from any branch or department of the 
textile industry be referred to the National 
Union of Textile Workers of America for 
final disposition; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That the aforesaid National 
Union of Textile Workers of America shall be 
the proper source to determine what branch 
or department of the textile industry is within 
the jurisdiction of said National Union of 
Textile Workers of America. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Delegate H.  S. 


Resolution No. 56—By 
Schmalz: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has made the initiative and referendum 
one of its political demands; and 

WHEREAS, The most progressive national 
and international organizations have incorpo- 
rated these features into their constitutions 
and enact laws and elect officers through them; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor incorporate in its laws, and all 
political demands and the election of all offi- 
cers of the A. F. of L. shall be referred to 
and voted upon and for by the A. F of L. 
general membership before the same shall be 
considered the united demand of trade union- 
ists or said officers shall be entitled to hold 
office. 

Adopted as read, and secretary ordered to 


Delegate J. J. 


furnish our delegate to convention with a 
copy of same. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 57 
O’Connell: 

WHEREAS, Machinists in the U. S. naval 
service are of three classes or grades, the 
rates being ‘Chief,’ ‘First’? and ‘‘Second” 
class. The Chief Machinist’s duties are to see 
that the regular routine is carried out, to make 
all necessary repairs, or see that they are 
made while in port, and give a general super- 
vision to all that is going on in the department. 
At sea the Chief Machinist is in charge of 
the watch below, and is responsible for the 
proper working of the department during his 
watch. He receives $70 per month for his serv- 
ices. Machinist First-Class may stand a plat- 
form watch if deemed capable, and do such 
other duties that may be assigned to him, his 
pay being $55 per month. Machinist Second- 
Class stands no platform watch, but must have 
the ability to make all necessary repairs. His 
pay is $40 per month; and 

WHEREAS, The pay of $70 per month for 
Chief Machinist is not commensurate with 
the duties exacted and performed, he being 
in reality the working engineer of the U. 'S. 
Navy, and should certainly be in line of pro- 
motion to Chief Engineer; and the pay of 
$55 per month for Machinist First-Class, and 
that of $40 per month for Machinist Second- 
Class is far below the minimum rate of pay 
in any reputable machine shop in the United 
States; therefore, be it 


-By Delegate James 


PROCEEDINGS [i8es 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, endorse 
and urge upon Congress the enactment of the 
proposed substitute for paragraphs 16, 17 and 
18 of House Bill 10,403, which provides for 
a more adequate compensation for machin- 
ists in the U. S. Navy. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 58—By Delegates James 
O'Connell, Stuart Reid and George H. War- 
ner: 

WHEREAS, The International Typograph- 
ical Union, in session assembled on October 
10, at Syracuse, N. Y., did amend Article 1, 
Constitution of said International Typogr raph- 
ical Union, by adding as follows: ‘‘Non- 
printer machine tenders may make _ applica- 
tion for membership in this union, and sub- 
ordinate unions are hereby empowered to ad- 
mit such to membership irrespective of other 
laws and customs. After said date all ma- 
chine tenders shall be members of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union. Non-printer 
members shall only be permitted to work at 
the particular subdivision of the craft at 
which they were employed at time of admis- 
sion, and when issuing cards to non-printer 
members the Secretaries of subordinate un- 
ions shall designate that particular subdivision 
thereon.’’ Inasmuch as above amendment to 
Article 1, Constitution of International Typo- 
graphical Union, is a clear violation of one 
of the fundamental principles of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, viz.: “Preserva- 
tion of the autonomy of trades;’’ and 

WHEREAS, Members of the International 
Association of Machinists now employed in 
offices as machinists, have been encouraged and 
are now being invited by the International 
Typographical Union to secede from the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists and_ be- 
come members of the International Typo- 
graphical Union; and 

WILEREAS, The International Typograph- 
ical Union by said legislation is assuming ju- 
risdiction of a class of work foreign to the 
printer, hut embraced by the machinists; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
delegates of this convention that all machinists 
in printing offices, or wherever employed, shall 
be directly under the jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists. 








Referred to Committee on Grievances. 


Resolution No. 59—By Delegate Isaac 
Cowen: 

Change to Constitution, Article IV, Sec- 
tion 3, third line to be changed to read as 
follows: ‘City central bodies shall have one 
vote for every one hundred members repre- 
sented in such body who are chartered direct 
by the A. F. of I,., and have paid their per 
capita tax up to time of A. F. of L. conven- 
tion, and who are not directly represented. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 60—By Delegate Isaac 
Cowen: 

RESOLVED, That this convention of the 
A. F. of L, recommend that the international, 
state, central and local unions take up the dis- 
cussion of the King-Blatchford and Eyer 
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plans of financial federation, with the object 
in view of being prepared to formulate a better 
system of financial protection in times of need 
at the next annual convention. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegate Isaac 
Cowen: 

RESOLVED, That any organization en- 
gaged in a dispute and considering itself ag- 
grieved by reason of the members of another 
organization assisting to defeat those on strike 
by remaining at work or otherwise, may re- 
port their grievance to the Executive of the 
A. F. of L., who shall take such steps as the 
case may warrant, and should the charges be 
proven, the offending organization shall be 
charged with costs and suspended from repre- 
sentation at the annual convention for two 
years. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 





Resolution No. 62—By Delegate J. F. Mce- 
Cormick: 

(New Article.) Draft or Law for a Univer- 
sal Label.) 

Section 1. For the purpose of initiating 
and maintaining an effective, comprehensive 
and concentrated movement in behalf of the 
products and employment of union labor, the 
American Federation of Labor hereby consti- 
tutes the President, Secretary and Treasurer 
a Board of Universal Label Trustees. 

Sec. 2. The Board of Universal Label Trus- 
tees shall, previous to May 1, 1899, determine 
upon a simple and artistic design, susceptible 
of the greatest possible reduction or enlarge- 
ment, of adaptability to the greatest possible 
variety of circumstances, of instant recogni- 
tion by the greatest possible circle of friends 
of union labor, and of application with the 
greatest possible facility by means of impres- 
sion from a cut, stamp, brand, die-punch, mold 
or other tool or appliance. The design shall 
consist of a figure, surrounded by a border. 
To determine the particular organization or 
craft having affixed or applied the design, when 
such is desired to be done, an inscription of 
the name and number of the craft’s organiza- 
tion affixing the design may appear, either in 
full or in code, directly beneath the design, 
as in the following examples of the cigarmak- 
ers’ and iron molders’ organizations applying 
or affixing the design to articles of their pro- 
duction: 














CIGARMAKERS, NO. 1. 


As further distinction of designs applied 
or affixed by different organizations, each or- 
ganization of those using the design on paper 
labels (the same to be pasted on articles of 
their manufacture) may have a choice of col- 
ors, or combination of colors, in the paper 
bearing the design, and such choice of colors 
shall be regulated by rule of priority. 

Sec. 3. Having determined upon a design 


under the conditions outlined, the Board of 
Universal Label Trustees shall take such steps 
as may be necessary to acquire absolute prop- 
erty rights to the design, and to any cut, 
stamp, brand, die-punch, mold or other tool 
or_ appliance bearing the design for purposes of 
affixing the same. Under no circumstances shall 
they transfer such acquired property rights 
to any except their successors in office. The 
design, and any tool or appliance bearing the 
same, may be used only under the conditions 
hereinafter set out, and when worn out or fer 
other easons brought into disuse, they shall be 
returned to the headquarters of the board at 
the expense of the forwarding party, or dis- 
posed of according to the directions of the 
board. The board shall also proceed with 
steps for the legal protection of the design, 
either under Federal or State laws now in 
force, or under Federal or State laws to he 
enacted hereafter, or by both. In the event 
of infringement of the design, or use otherwise 
as indicated herein, or contrary to rules and 
regulations that may be made in addition here- 
to by the board, which the board is hereby 
authorized to do, the board is empowered to 
take all proper and lawful methods to have 
such infringement or improper use cease at 
once and prevented in the future. 

Sec. 4. Within thirty days after the de- 
sign has been placed under the protection of 
Federal copyright or registration laws, the 
Board of Universal Label Trustees shall no- 
tify the headquarters officers of all National 
and International organizations affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, and all 
local unions directly subordinate to it, inform- 
ing them of the nature of the design and of 
the rules under which advantage may be ta- 
ken of its use. 

Sec. 5. The Board of Universal Label Trus- 
tees shall grant the use of the design only to 
organizations recognizing the authority and 
acting in the capacity of a labor or trade un- 
ion under the jurisdiction of the American 
Federation of Labor, and every organization 
availing itself of the use and _ consequent 
benefits of the design shall conform to the 
laws of the American Federation of Labor, 
and adopt the following procedure in acquir- 
ing the right to use the design. The parent 
body of a trade or labor union, in convention 
of representatives or by referendum, shall, by 
a majority vote, pledge its support of the Uni- 
versal Label design, and instruct its National 
or International President and Secretary to 














1. M. 24. 


make application to the Board of Universal 
Label Trustees for the use of the design. Up- 
on the making of such application, such Presi- 
dent and Secretary of a parent organization 
shall have issued to them such tools or ap- 
pliances for the affixing of the design, or lapel- 
buttons, badge-pins, shop-cards or placards as 
may be desirable for the particular organiza- 
tion making the application, the same to -be 
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paid for from the funds of such applying 
organization, cash on delivery, at a rate cov- 
ering the cost of manufacture, handling and 
transportation both ways, and an additional 
amount equal to 10 pet cent of the total cost, 
the same to be covered into a fund for the 
payment of all costs of manufacture of tools 
and appliances, and expenses attending the 
establishment and protection of the Universal 
Label design. In the case of local unions 
directly subordinate to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, such local unions shall follow 
the procedure outlined herein to be pursued 
by separate National and International parent 
organizations. 

Sec. 6. The manufacture of all cuts, stamps, 
brands, die-punches, molds, or other tools or 
appliances, to be used in affixing and applying 
the design, and of all shop-cards, placards, 
badge-pins and lapel-buttons bearing the de- 
sign, shall be under the direct and personal 
supervision of at least one of the members of 
the Board of Universal Label Trustees. 

Sec. 7. To properly guard against the de- 
sign, or tools and appliances bearing the same, 
falling into possession of parties not qualified 
to use the same under the rules of this law, 
or under additional rules authorized to be 
made by the Board of Universal Label Trus- 
tees, the board shall appoint the President of 
each subordinate local organization using the 
Universal Label design a committee to be at 
the service of the board, whose duty it shall 
be to list, trace, take possession of and return, 
or destroy or dispose of all tools and appli- 
ances, or tapel-buttons, badge-pins, shop-cards 
or placards bearing the design, as the board 
may direct him to do, and failing to act un- 
der such directions, the board shall deprive 
the subordinate organization which is repre- 
sented by such committee of one of the use of 
the design and of its consequent benefits. 

Sec. 8. The expenses attending the com- 
pliance with the provisions of this law shall 
be advanced from the treasury of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, the same to be re- 
paid from the proceeds of the “additional 
Cant equal to 10 per cent of the total cost,’ 
provided for in Section 5. 

Sec. 9. The Universal Label design shall 
be the emblem of all men and women subscrib- 
ing to the general principles of trade unions 
as enunciated in the laws and acts of the 
American Federation of Labor; affixed to any 
article of manufacture, it shall stand as a guar- 
antee that such article was created under the 
fair conditions of a _ trade-union workshop; 
adorning the walls of an establishment where 
personal service is rendered, it shall be the 
best possible assurance that such personal serv- 
ice is rendered by union men or women; worn 
in the form of a lapel button or badge pin, it 
shall entitle the wearer to the right hand of 
fellowship from union men and women of 
every trade, occupation or calling whatsoever 
and wheresoever. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 


cotts. 


Resolution No. 
ley: 

BE IT RESOLVED, That Article 12, en- 
titled “‘Local Central Bodies,” be amended by 
adding Section 5, In cities which have some 
imaginary territorial line dividing, only one 
central body shall be chartered. 


63—By Delegate M. F. Brad- 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 64—By Delegate Joseph Ca- 
hill: 

WHEREAS, The firm of C. Wi. Miller, 
Coach and Baggage Express, of Buffalo, N. 
Y., has refused to recognize union labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Journeymen Horseshoers 
have exhausted all honorable and amicable 
means to induce them to do so; be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention endorse 
the action of the Horseshoers and render them 
all the assistance possible to accomplish their 
aims. 

Referred to Committee on 
cotts. 


Labels and Boy- 


> 


_ Resolution No. 65—By Delegate Max Mor- 


ris: 

WHEREAS, There was a protest filed with 
the Executive Council of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor hy several members of the Re- 
tail Clerks’ National Protective Association in 
reference to the last National Convention held 
by said National Association; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a member of the Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to attend the next 
convention of said Retail Clerks’ National 
Protective Association, to be held in Kansas 
City, Mo., and use every honorable means to 
adjust all differences that may exist. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegate Charles F. 
Hahn: 


RESOLVED, That the design chosen and 
adopted by the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians be and is hereby endorsed as the label 
of the union musicians under the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegate John W. 
White: 

WHEREAS, Trouble exists in Boston, he- 
tween Boston Local No. 11. National  AIl- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes, and_the 
management of the Columbia theater, the Hol- 
lis theater, the Park theater, the Boston the- 
ater and the Boston Museum, which we have 
been unable to adjust amicably; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention assembled, That we endorse the boy- 
cott on the above named theaters and ali the 
traveling attractions of Davis & Keough, 
placed by the National Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 68—By Delegate Owen Mil- 
ler. 

To add to Article XII a new section, to 
be known as Section 5: 

Section 5. No Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
the authority or power to order any organiza- 
tion, affiliated with such Central Labor Union, 
or other central labor body, on a strike, where 
such organization has a National organization, 
until the proper authorities of such National 
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organization have been consulted and agreed 
to such action. 
Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegate Owen 
Miller: 

To add to Article XII of the Constitution 
a new section, to be known as Section 6: 

Section 6. Any Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, that has oc- 
casion to employ labor of any character what- 
ever. either directly or indirectly, that fails 
to give such employment to the members of 
the trade needed in such employment, pro- 
vided the trade needed is organized and affili- 
ated with such Central Labor Union, or other 
central labor body of delegates, shall lay the 
offending organization liable to suspension or 
forfeiture of its charter, at the discretion of 
the Executive Council. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 7o—By Delegate Owen Mil- 


er: 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Commit- 
tee is hereby instructed to use every legiti- 
mate means to secure the passage of House 
Resolution No. 46, introduced by the Hon. 
Richard Bartholdt, of Missouri, prohibiting 
the employment of enlisted men in the service 
of the United States in competition with civil- 
ians in any capacity whatever. 

Referred to committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 71—By Delegate James A. 
Cable: 

WHEREAS, The National Union of the 
United Brewery Workmen are using their 
label on non-union made cooperage to the 
great detriment of the Coopers’ International 
Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor request the National Union of United 
Brewery Workmen not to use its label upon 
cooperage that does not bear the label of the 
Coopers’ International Union. 

Referred to Committee on Report of Execu- 
tive Council. 

Resolution No. 72—By Delegate James A. 
Cable: 

WHEREAS, After due investigation and 
attempt at settlement the boycott of the Coop- 
ers’ International Union against the product 
of the Burden Iron Company, manufacturers 
of rivets, nails, horseshoes, etc., of Troy, N. 
Y.; the Cumberland and Liberty flour mills 
of Nashville, Tenn., the Freeman flour mills 
of West Superior, Wis., the John Rath Coop- 
erage Company, of Chicago, lil., and the Swift 
Saskia Company, of Chicago, Ill, East St. 
Louis IL, St. Paul, Minn. and Omaha Neb.; 
and 

WHEREAS, No settlement having yet been 
reached between these firms and the union in 
interest; be it, therefore 

. SOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, reaffirms 
its endorsement of the position taken by the 
Coopers’ International Union, and calls upon 
all affiliated unions to use every effort within 
their power to bring about an honorable set- 
tlement with the firms aforesaid, and to re- 
frain from purchasing the product of said 
firms until such time as such settlement is 
reached. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


> 


Resolution No. 73—-By Delegate Thos. J. 
Elderkin: 

WHEREAS, A larger merchant marine is 
desirable for yp of purposes and necessary 
from the standpoint of national defense as 
proven by the difficulty recently experienced 
by the Government in securing transports; 
and 

WHEREAS, The present inadequate pro- 
portions of the merchant marine engaged in 
the foreign carrying trade are due mainly to 
those provisions of the navigation laws which 
restrict the privilege of United States registry 
to vessels — in the United States; and 

WHERE: This restriction, while osten- 
sibly i to protect American ship own- 
ers from competition with foreign or foreign 
built crafts, operates in reality to give the 
few existing American ship builders a practical 
monopoly on their trade, and by artificially 
en! hancing the cost of vessels, to debar Amer- 
icans from engaging in shipping, or to compel 
them to sail their vessels under the false col- 
ors of foreign aaslinmss and 

WHEREAS, A_ further effect of this sys- 
tem is evidenced by the special acts of Con- 
gress, framed from time to time, admitting to 
United States registry foreign built vessels 
owned by American companies, thus estab- 
lishing flagrant discrimination on the part of 
the Government between private parties, and 
vitiating the principle of the navigation laws; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we favor the repeal of 
the navigation laws in so far as they militate 
against the purchase and_ operation by Ameri- 
can citizens of vessels built in any part of the 
walk: and the substitution therefor of pro- 
visions which will aid and protect and increase 
the merchant marine upon the basis of equal 
opportunities to all intending to participate in 
the business of shipping. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 





Resolution No. 74—By Wm. J. Gilthorpe: 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Boiler 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders of America 
notices in this day’s daily papers that the 
Hon. Stephen B. Elkins, of West Virginia, 
has introduced a bill in the U. S. Senate, the 
purpose of same being to prevent vessels of 
foreign make with an American register from 
engaging in the coast-wise trade; an 

HEREAS, We also notice that the Hon. 

Sune Geo. G. Vest, of Missouri, has de- 
clared in opposition to said bill, and has 
placed himself on record as being in favor of 
the destructive policy to the American me- 
chanic of giving our ship owners the privilege 
of buying where they can get the cheapest; 
and 

WHEREAS, If such a calamity were to 
happen that Senator Elkins’ bill be defeated, 
then would follow such evil consequences as 
the closing of all ship yards in America and 
throwing twenty-three thousand of our mem- 
bers out of werk, as protective America can 
not compete with free trade Europe; and 

WHEREAS, Ship building is in its infancy 
in this country, and to throw obstacles in 
the way should not be tolerated, but on the 
other hand the government should aid our 
ship builders in every manner, and not the 
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free trade countries of Europe; therefore, 


e it 

RESOLVED, by this honorable body, in 
convention assembled, That we endorse the bill 
as introduced by the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia, as being the most beneficial to American 
ship builders and our mechanics, and pray 
that it may become a law; be it further 

RESOLVED, That we request the honor- 
able Senator from Missouri to withdraw his 
opposition to the bill, in the interest of the 
American mechanic and American wages. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 75—By Delegate Tobin: 

RESOLVED, That two hours’ time be de- 
voted to such resolutions as are of a political 
nature, and that the time be equally divided 
between both sides to such questions, and that 
each side may agree to present arguments by 
such persons as they may select, and they 
may consume such time as they may agree 
upon, not to exceed the time limit of one hour 
to each side, and that the subject be made a 
special order not later than Saturday of this 
week. 

Referred to Committee on Rules. 

Resolution No. 76—By Delegate Harry 

oyd: 

Amend Section 1, of Article III, by striking 
out the words ‘ton second Monday in Decem- 
ber” and inserting ‘“‘the second Monday in 
April.” 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 77—By Delegate Thos, J. 
Elderkin: 

WHEREAS, The seamen of the Great Lakes 
have to reorganize and use special efforts each 
spring to retain their organization and keep 
their membership intact; and 

WHEREAS, They do not receive the assist- 
ance they should from organization cTosely 
allied to them, and —— with the A. F. 
of L.; therefore, be i 

RESOLVED, That ~_ different organiza- 
tions that are closely allied to the seamen are 
requested to tender such aid as lies within 
their power to promote and assist the seamen 
of the Great Lakes in perfecting their organi- 
zation. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 78—By Delegate Schmalz. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, con- 
cur in and endorse the following declaration 
of principles: 

The course of events renders it necessary 
for the industrial masses of this country to 
contemplate their present condition and i 
the pertinent lessons therefrom. 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalien- 
able rights; that among these are life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure 
these rights, governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed; that whenever any 
form of government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new 
government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such 
form as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness. 


The Central Labor Council considers the 
above quotation from the Declaration of In- 
dependence, written by the immortal Jeffer- 
son, as true and as applicable to the condi- 
tion of today as it was a hundred years ago. 

The government of th1s country, originally 
intended to be a government by, for and of 
the people, has passed from the hands of the 
same and is used by the capitalistic few, 
through their tools, the politicians, for the sup- 
pression and exploitation of the toiling many. 

In vain haye the people attempted, through 
a change of the ruling parties, to regain their 
power. It has been proven beyond a doubt 
that each so-called political party of this 
country (the Democratic as well as the Repub- 
lican) is engineered and controlled by, the 
money power. When in 1886 Grover Cleve- 
land sent his famous labor message to Con- 
gress, the wealth producers and toilers of this 
country were led to believe that they had 
found their champion. But the author of this 
bomb, hurled in the very camp of monopoly, 
took alarm at the outcry he had provoked, 
and from that time forward sought in every 
way to counteract the effect. He has culmin- 
ated his efforts in this direction with the in- 
famous production of the “Omnibus Injunc- 
tion bill,” thereby pressing the last bulwark 
of the rights of the people, the United States 
Court, into the service of the monopolists. 

The enthusiastic endorsement by the Re- 
publican party of this latest outrage perpe- 
trated against the rights of the people by a 
Democratic administration, proves conclusively 
that in a conflict between Labor and Capital 
they are practically an organization ever 
shamelessly arrayed on the side of capital. 

Unjust legislation in the interest of an 
overbearing plutocracy has curtailed the op- 
portunities for honest, remunerative, pro- 
ductive labor to such an alarming extent that 
even under the most prosperous conditions 
we have in this country an army of oyer 
three millions constantly unemployed. 

The protests, the petitions, the prayers of 
an imperiled people have not been heeded by 
Congress and Legislatures, where the lobby- 
ists of the money power have always found an 
open ear and willing minds. 

Notwithstanding the almost boundless nat- 
ural resources of this country, pauperism has 
been established and developed and the pauper 
has by law been stamped as a tramp, a vag- 
rant and a criminal, and he never can regain 
his so-called rights as a citizen as long as he 
can be used to help reduce to his own condi- 
tion his brothers in toil. The enormous army 
of the unemployed is the constant menace,and 
the stronghold used by capital to more and 
more lower the standard of life of the foiling 
masses. 

oth the Republic and Democratic parties 
have proved incapable of coping successfully 
their promises to the people, as laid down in 
their platforms have been repudiated time and 
again. The battle cries under which they suc- 
ceed to gain supremacy, ‘‘Protection’” and 
“Tariff Reform,’ are through the actions and 
deliberations of their representatives in Con- 
gress exposed as means to enrich the few. 
Other professions of solicitude for the welfare 
of the masses are equally false. 

The United States Senate has become an 
open scandal, its membership being bought 
by the rich in open defiance of the popular 
will, and its influence and law-making powers 
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being sold to the highest bidders to the in- 
jury of the people. 

In view of these facts, and holding the 
following to be true, 

1. That all the great resources of life and 
wealth are created by nature and are de- 
signed for the free and equal use of all man- 
kind; 

2. That all wealth is the product of labor. 

3. That the wealth created by labor by 
natural right is and ought to be the servant, 
and shall never become the master of labor. 

We demand unconditional emancipation from 
the thraldom of capital, and ask for liberty, 
equality and fraternity. 

And knowing that the people’s arsenal of 
strength lies in the ballot box, properly and 
independently used, we hereby call upon all 
liberty-loving and_ patriotic pe accor to sevér 
their affiliation with the plutocratic parties, 
and aid in the advancement of a movement 
which will secure justice and righteousness, 
fraternity and equality to all. 

And we firmly believe that in taking inde- 
pendent political action we are taking the only 
steps by which the rights of the people can 
be asserted, by which politics can be purified. 
and the reign of corruption brought to an end. 
We are striving for a great reform to relieve 
the masses from the sordid grasp of a relent- 
less and soulless despotism—a despotism that 
enthralls labor, that prostitutes government, 
corrupts laws, defies justice, and robs the peo- 

ec. 

Therefore, we hereby declare that we have 
severed and hereby do sever all former affilia- 
tions with the Democratic and Republican 
parties, and we pledge ourselves to the sup- 
port and promulgation of the principles as laid 
down in this instrument. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 79—By Delegates J. F. Mul- 
holland and James O’Connell: 

WHEREAS, The Gendron Whee] Com- 
pany of Toledo. O., makers of the “‘Gendron” 
and “Reliance” bicycles; H. C. Tillotson & 
Co., of Toledo, ©., makers of the “New Fal- 
con” and “Yukon” bicycles, and the Gendron 
Mfg. Co., Limited, of Toronto, Ont., makers 
of the “Gendron” bicycles, have signed agree- 
ments for the use of the joint Bicycle Label 
of the International Association of Machin- 
ists, the Metal Polishers International Union, 
and the International Union of Bicycle Work- 
ers and Allied Mechanics, and by which they 
agree to employ only union labor in the bicycle 
departments of their various factories, and to 
place the labe! on the bicycles manufactured 
by them; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, That it 
does hereby-endorse the bicycles made by the 
above named manufacturers as being union 
made. and by which reason they are fully en- 
titled to the patronage and assistance of all 
union men, 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 80—By Delegate George F. 
McNeill: 

RESOLVED, That resolution No. 48 of the 
last convention of the American Federation 
of Labor be reaffirmed. 

The resolution reads as follows: 


RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in the name of organized and 
unorganized labor, protests against the inhu- 
man practice of compelling men to work 


seven days in succession. We protest and af- 
firm that one day’s rest in seven is an abso- 
lute necessity of human life—a natural law 


that cannot be broken with anteey that those 
who, by low wages or fear of discharge, com- 
pel the violation of this natural law are guilty 
before God and the people of a crime against 
the physical, moral and mental welfare of the 
human race; and, be it further 
; RESOLVED. That we call on all trade un- 
ions and trade unionists to agitate upon and 
co-operate with any and all associations to se- 
cure legislative enactments providing for one 
day’s rest in seven. We protest against long 
hours, overtime and Sunday work, and de- 
mand that all who work shall have one free 
day of rest in seven. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 81—By Delegate John 
Mitchell: 


WHEREAS, We have learned by reports, 
and with deep regret, of the sad fate of a 
number of our brother workmen, who while 
contending for their rights as American citi- 
zens and wage earners, were shot down and 
cruelly maimed or murdered by the armed 
guards of monopoly; and 

WHEREAS. We, the Executive Board of 
District No. 12, U. M. W. of A., have ap- 
pointed a committee, consisting of Mr. Thos. 
Williamson, of Mt. Olive, Ill; James Barton, 
of DuQOuoin, Ill. and A. D. Davis, of Spring- 
field, Ill., to solicit and collect a fund to be 
used for the support and care of the families 
of the deceased and wounded of the great con- 
flict which occurred at Virden, IIl., on Octo- 
ber 12, 1898; and 

WH#REAS, We believe said fund should 
be liberally subscribed to and made a_ suc- 
cess: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we hereby endorse ap- 
peal as mailed by Brother A. D. Davis, Secre- 
tary and Treasure, and hope all trade union- 
ists will give it their support. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 82—By Delegates Sabine and 
Autler: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention emphat- 
ically protest against the Government granting 
contracts for the making of army, navy or In- 
dian clothing to firms not manufacturing upon 
the premises in conformity with the factory 
laws; further, 

RESOLVED, That we protest against t 
sub-letting of such contracts by any firm, 
and that the above conditions be stipulated in 
all contracts awarded for the making of gov- 
ernment clothing. . 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 83—By Delegate John M. 
Hunter: 

WHEREAS, We have learned of the labor 
troubles throughout the mining districts of Ili- 
nois, and of the action of Hon. John R, Tan- 
ner, Governor of Illinois, against the impor- 
tation of convicts and unfair laborers to take 
the places of the union miners. citizens of his 
state, who were attempting to enforce the 
terms of an agreement mutually agreed upon 
by the representatives of the United Mine 
Workers, and mine owners; and 


n 
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WHEREAS, We believe that the patriotic 
stand taken by Hon. John Tanner in pro- 
tecting the rights, liberties and life of the 
citizens of that state against the invasion of 
an armed mob, had much to do with the ulti- 
mate success of the Mine Workers in the strug- 
gle at Virden, Ill.; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor, in convention 
assembled, do hereby express to the Hon. John 

Tanner, Governor of the State of Illinois, 
our heartfelt thanks for the noble stand taken 
and the precedent established by him for the 
cause of organized labor; and further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be spread upon our minutes and that a 
copy of the same be forwarded to the Hon. 
John R. Tanner, Governor of Illinois. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 84.—By Delegate J. H. Sul- 
livan: 

WHEREAS, An effort is being made in IIli- 
nois to indict Governor Tanner for refusing 
to call the militia out to aid the coal barons 
of that State in their effort to thwart the legit- 
imate objects of the Mine Workers Union of 
North America; and, . 

WHEREAS, We believe Governor Tanner 
was within his constitutional rights in refusing 
the use of the state militia to break the coal 
miners strike; therefore, be it ‘ 

RESOLVED, By the Baltimore Federation 
of Labor, in regular session assembled, That 
we entirely and unanimously endorse the ac- 
tion of Governor Tanner, of Illinois, in his 
humane and business like policy during the 
coal miners strike in that state. 

RESOLVED, That a covy of these resolu- 
tions be sent said Governor ir crder to show 
him and the people of his state that we hereby 
approve of his act; and be it further : 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, about to meet in annual convention 
in Kansas City, Mo., be memoralized by this 
honorable body to pass similar resolutions. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 85.—By Delegate Adrian M. 


Jones: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirm its previous action in 
advocacy of the establishment of Postaj sav- 
ings banks by the Federal Government; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the matter be referred 
to the Executive Council with instructions to 
use all possible influence with Congress to- 
ward the passage of a Postal savings bank 
law, said law to provide that the deposit of 
said savings bank funds shall not be in na- 
tional banks. 

Referred to Committee on President’s Re- 
port. 

Resolution No. 86.—By Delegate J. H. Sul- 
livan: 

In view of the awful conditions under which 
woman is compelled to toil, this, the Eight- 
eenth Annual Convention of the A. F. of 
L., strongly urges the more general forma- 
tion of trade unions of wage-working women, 
to the end that they may scientifically and 
permanently abolish the terrible evils accom- 
panying their weakened, because unorganized 





state, and we emphatically reiterate the trade 
union demand that woman receive equal com- 
pensation for equal service performed. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 87.—By Delegate W. D. 
Mahon: 

WHEREAS, The recent Spanish-American 
war has revived the possibilities of the build- 
ing of the Nicaragua Canal; and, 

WHEREAS, In capitalistic enterprises of 
this sort, the laborer is but a human machine 
or beast of burden, used in the construction 
of large private properties out of which the 
holders of bonds amass an  unwholesome 
wealth, while the laborer, whose back-break- 
ing, life-shortening toil creates the enterprise, 
receives the lowest possible wage for which he 
can be engaged, and at last is left stranded 
with impaired health, reduced strength and no 
opening for future work; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
enactment by Congress of a law touching on 
the construction of the Nicaragua Canal, that 
the Legislative Committee of the American 
Federation of Labor be and is hereby in- 
structed to endeavor to secure such features 
in the law as will protect the labor employed 
in the building of the Canal from the evils 
attendant upon such work; that the workmen 
may be supplied with all possible safeguards 
as to hygienic living, hospital conveniences 
and surgical service, and otherwise protected 
by_reasonable hours of labor, and by all other 
safe conditions which will give them a chance 
to labor and live with every possible degree of 
comfort. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 88.—By Delegate Frank B. 
Monaghan: 

RESOLVED, That no firm be placed on 
the A. F. of L, “fair list’? unless all per- 
sons engaged in the employ of said firm are 
members of- the trade -unions of their craft. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 89.—By Delegate Frank B. 
Monaghan: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Officers are hereby instructed to urge all or- 
ganizers of the A. F. of L. to use their utmost 
endeavors to organize the steam engineers in 
their several localities into the International 
Union of Steam Engineers. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 90.—By Delegate Frank B. 


Monaghan: 

WHEREAS, Several local unions, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, have 
members in their unions whose crafts are or- 
ganized and refuse to compel said members to 
join the organizations of their crafts; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
and are hereby directed to insist that all local 
unions comply with the provision of the con- 
stitution of the American Federation of Labor 
on or before March 1, 1898, and if said local 
unions refuse to comply with same their char- 
ters shall be annulled. 

RESOLVED, That in the event of any local 
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union failing to comply with the above, all 
affiliated central bodies and State boards are 
hereby instructed to expel from said central 
bodies any and all such local unions. 


Referred to Committee on Grievances. 
Resolution No. 
Duncan: 


WHEREAS, Arrangements were made by 
the Granite Cutters National Union early in 
1897 for the full introduction of the eight hour 
day by all branches of that trade not later 
than May 1, 1900; and 

WHEREAS, One third of the members in 
that craft are now working eight hours for a 
full day, and in support of whom it is essential 
the remaining two-thirds be brought to the 
proposed standard; and 

WHEREAS, This action is in accord with 
the declarations of the American Federation 
of Labor on the short workday; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the eighteenth conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
hereby endorses the above action of the Gran- 
ite Cutters National Union and tenders it all 
possible support in its effort for national in- 
troduction of the eight hour day in that craft 
as specified. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


91.—By Delegate James 


Resolution No. 92.—By Delegate J. G. Cain: 


WHEREAS, Mr. Claud M. Johnson, the Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Engraving and Print- 
ing, has introduced steam plate printing presses 
in the Bureau, in violation of- the expressed 
will of Congress, thereby lowering the stand- 
ard and artistic excellence of the Govern- 
ment’s securities and rendering more easy the 
work of counterfeiting; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson has expressed an 
intention to still further defy the authority 
of Congress and debase the art of money- mak 
ing by the purchase of ten more steam presses. 

WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson has been persist- 
ently and malignantly antagonistic to organized 
labor employed in the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, and his policy of introducing 
steam presses has had for its chief aim the 
crushing of the Plate Printers Union, a subor- 
dinate organization of this body; therefore, be 
it 












RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, that Mr. Johnson’s attitude toward 
Congress and org: nized labor deserves the rep- 
robation of all good citizens. 

RESOLVED, The American Federation of 
Labor would hail with undisguised satisfaction 
Mr. Johnson’ s displacement by an officer whose 
zeal to win the favor of his superiors would 
not be tinctured by extreme malevolence to- 
wards the workingmen, whose art produces 
the highest standard of Government  securi- 
ties. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board of 
the American Fedefation are hereby directed 
to petition the proper authorities for his re- 
moval. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate Tobin gave a summary of the strike 
now in operation at Marlboro, Mass., and sub- 
mitted the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 93.—By Delegate Tobin: 

WHEREAS, The shoe 
Marlboro, 


manufacturers of 


Mass., have posted in their factories 
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on November 1o, 


Clad: 


1898, the following Iron- 


IRON-CLAD NOTICES. 


Posted in the Marlboro Shoe Factories, No- 

vember 10, 1898: 

Because of the unwise and arbitrary method 
of interference with the conduct of this bus- 
iness heretofore pursued by the accredited 
agents of labor organizations which have 
caused financial losses, both to employer and 
employed, making it unsafe for those who 
manage the business, and are responsible fi- 
nancially for its success, to make contracts 
for materials, labor or for the certain delivery 
of the product—shoes—the proprietors of this 
factory hereby announce to all who desire to 
contract for the future performance of any 
labor therein, that after prices, terms and con- 
ditions of said labor are mutually agreed to, 


each shall consent in writing to the follow- 
ing?! 

“Having agreed to labor in Middlesex fac- 
OE OE eke civestveavatticds until November 


19, 1899, upon certain prices and terms and 
with full knowledge of conditions existing in 
factory, I hereby further agree that I will not 
until November 19, 1899, either by myself or 
by joining with others, take any action, se- 
cretly or otherwise, with the intent to inter- 
fere with the continuous running of the fac- 
tory; and that I will not recognize any author- 
ity which makes, requests or gives orders con- 
trary to the letter and spirit of this agree- 
ment. 

We claim and shall exercise the right to re 
fuse to deal with parties not interested in the 
factory, by employment therein, but will gladly 
confer with employes either singly or io com 
mittee. 

We shall exercise the right to hire or dis- 
charge for cause any persons, as the interests 
of the business require, and we shall make no 
distinction of party, race, or membership in 
any church, society or organization. 

We trust and believe that all of the well-dis- 








posed industrious citizens of Marlboro, who 
have so long been our valued assistants in es- 
tablishing and maintaining the industry car- 


ried on in Middlesex factory, will see the 
reasonableness of the above conditions. 

Application for position will be received at 

the office on and after November 10, and the 

factory will open for business as soon as a 

sufficient number of employees are secured to 

run to advantag 
R 


ICE & Tit JECHINS (Incorporated), 

By W. B. RICE, President. 

WHEREAS, The S. H. Howe Shoe Co., 
John A. Frye, John O’Connell and Rice & 
Hutchins, Marlboro, Mass., have refused to 


take down the iron-clad and submit questions 
of alleged high wages to arbitration, and have 
refused the good offices of the State Board of 
Arbitration and Conciliation, and have pro- 
claimed to the world that their old employes, 
in order to obtain employment in any of their 
factories must sign away their rights and lib- 
erties for one year, at a reduction in prices 
of from 15 to 40 per cent; and, 

WHEREAS, The manufacturers named say 
they cannot make shoes at a profit at present 
wage lists, yet they offer to some individuals 
an advance in some instances of 20 per cent 
over present wages. Why do they do this? 
They expect that by appealing to the cupidity 
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and selfishness of some of our members, that 
they may secure sufficient numbers to cause 
a break in our ranks; therfore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the members of 
Joint Council No. 8, representing the boot and 
shoe workers of Marlboro, Mass., most re- 
spectfully petition the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled at Kansas 
City, Mo., to proclaim the products of the firms 
named unfair, and request the members and 
friends of organized labor throughout the 
United States, Canada and Great Britain 
(Rice & Hutchins export goods to Great 
Britain) to abstain from aiding those unfair 
firms by patronizing their products. 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved that the resolu- 
tion be acted on at once. 


Delegate Tobin moved that the resolution 
take the usual course, and that in event of 
non-success of settlement of difficulty, the 
boycott be enforced and put into effect by 
the Executive Council. 

Agreed to. 

The following was submitted by the Commit- 
tee on President’s Report: 

Your committee on President’s Report  rec- 
ommend that all matters contained in the Pres- 
ident’s Report regarding eight hours be re- 
ferred to a special committee, and further 
recommend that the accompanying resolution 
be immediately considered by that committee 
and reported on and sent to Senator Cannon 
of Committee on Education and Labor: 

Resolution No. 94.—By Delegate Andrew 
Furuseth: 


WHEREAS, House Resolution 7389, a bill 
to establish an eight hour work day in all 
work done by or for the Government, has 
passed the House of Representatives; and, 

WHEREAS, It has been reported to the 
Senate by its Committee on Labor and Edu- 
cation; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we fully appreciate the 
action of the House and Senate Committee, 
and that we respectfully request the Senate 
of the United States to consider and pass 
this beneficent measure at an early date. 

Recommendation of committee adopted and 
so ordered. 


Resolution No. 95.—By Delegate Duncan: 

WHEREAS, The Eight Hour Bill, known 

H. R., No. 7389, in its present form, now 
voy A in the ‘United States Senate contains 
the remedial provisions necessary to carry into 
effect a uniform eight hour work day on all 
Government work, whether done by the day 
or by the piece; and 

WHEREAS, Delay in its enactment into law 
is not only not in line with the best interests 
of the great working class, but is a hindrance 
to trade and economic development; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the eighteenth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, in regular session assembled, in Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and representing the wage work- 
ers of our country, hereby memoralizes both 
branches of our National Government and the 
President of the United States to lose no 
further time in enacting said bill into law. 


RESOLVED, That this resolution be tele- 
graphed to Washington. 

Referred to Special Eight Hour Committee. 

Resolution No. 96.—By Delegate Donnelly: 

WHEREAS, It has been reported in the 
newspapers of the country that an effort will 
soon be made by officials of the Postoffice de- 
partment to secure amendments to the present 
eight hour law as applied to the employees of 
the Government in the various branches of the 
postal service. ‘ f 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor denounce and oppose any attempt to 
amend or change the eight hour law as applied 
to any department of the Government ser- 
vice. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 97. By Delegate M. J. 
O'Neil: 

WHEREA Members of the Steamfitters’ 
Protective je Re a of Chicago, Ill, have 
taken the places of striking members of our 
union of that city; and 

WHEREAS, We most strenuously oppose 
the action of said association and feel that 
we have been unjustly treated, and have a 
true grievance; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, are di- 
ametrically opposed to such usurpation; and 
further 

RESOLVED, That the matter be referred 
to the Executive Council. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 98.—By Delegate Owen Mil- 
ler 

In the name of the A. F. of M., I hereby 
prefer charges against the Trades Council of 
Birmingham, Alabama, for violation of Section 
1, Article XII of the Constitution. ; 

Specification: That the said Trades Council 
retains as.a member of its organization an 
organization of musi¢ians calling themselves 
‘No. 52, National League of Musicians,” a 
body not affiliated, and hostile to the A. F. of 
M., contrary to Section 1, Article XII, of 
constitution of the A. F. of L., and the said 
Trades Council refuses to oust them, although 
frequently requested to do so, and refuses to 
obey the provisions of thé constitution men- 
tioned above. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 99.—By Delegate Owen Mil- 
ler: . 

Representing the A. F. of M., I hereby pre- 
fer charges against the Trades and Labor As- 
sembly of Denver, Colorado. 

Specification: That the said Trades and La- 
bor Assembly of Denver, Colo., did, on or 
about November 27, 1898, order .T,ocal 20,. A. 
I. of M., to go on a sympathetic strike and 
ordered the members of said Trades and Labor 
Assembly to refuse to patronize said local No. 
20, A. F. of M., in spite of the fact that 
the said Iocal No, 20, A. F. of M., is pro- 
hibited from going on strike without permis- 
sion of the Executive Committee, A F. 0 
M., and were under contract. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 


Delegate Dernell moved that all propositions 
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and matters relating to the adoption of a Uni- 
versal Label be referred to a special commit- 
tee. Adopted. 

President Gompers appointed the following 
special committee to consider all matters per- 


taining to Universal Label: Delegates 
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Dernell, O’Rourke, 
Zorn and Lawler. 


Autler, Tobin. Witzel, 


At 11:10, on motion the rules were sus- 


SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


was called to order at 2 
by President Gompers. 
Roll call taken. 


The Convention 
o’clock p.m. 


Absentees: Garrity, McGuire, Woodbury, 
Mills, Strauss, Doyle, Rife, Henry, Dugan and 
Dalton. 

Delegate Driscoll moved the reading of the 
minutes be dispensed with. 

Agreed to. 

The following telegram was received from 
Mr. Clarence F. Darrow: 

Chicago, December 13, 

To Frank Morrison, A. F. of L,, 

City, Mo.: 

Could not 10 o’clock Saturday Wii be 
substituted? Cc. S. DARROW 


Delegate Lennon moved the Secretary ‘be 
instructed to wire Mr. Darrow that the time 
he stated would be acceptable to the Conven- 
tion. 


1898. 
Kansas 


Secretary Morrison forwarded the following 
telegram: 

To Hon. Clarence S. Darrow, Chicago: ; 

Ten o’clock Saturday morning will suit 
Convention. : 

FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 

The following was read by Secretary Morri- 
son: 

Washington, D. C., Dec. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. of L,., 

Strope’s Hall, Kansas City, Mo.: 

Seamen’s Bill passed House without amend- 
ment. Amendments relative to imprisonment, 
beaten by a vote of 125 to 10 ow goes to 
President. GEORG E CHANCE. 

Telegrams from J. F. McBride and L,. R. 
Thomas, regretting their inability to attend 
convention and sending best wishes for its suc- 
cess. 


13, 1808. 


A telegram sending fraternal greetings and 
wishing success was received and read from 


the Social Democrats of Boston, Mass. 
Peoria, Ill... Dec. 12, 1898. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. of L., Kan- 


sas City, Mo.: ’ 
On behalf of the Brotherhood of Scidiiibie 
Firemen, we send greetings to the officers and 





pended, and the convention adjourned until 
2 p.m. 
delegates representing organized labor 


as affiliated in the American’ Federation 
of Labor. May the cause you have espoused, 
and which you have represented in this your 
annual meeting, by the conscientious trade 
unionists, receive a new impetus which wil 
hasten the day when to be a member of the 
trade union will be regarded as a duty by all 
who toil, not only as a protector to their labor, 
but as a mark of good citizenship. The splen- 
did success which has marked the progress of 
organized labor this year cannot help but 
bring cheer to the hearts of all representatives 
in your convention, and we extend to the offi- 
cers and delegates, on behalf of our associa- 
tion in office and our membership upon the 
rail, our best a for a successful meeting. 
F. P. SARGENT, Grand Master, 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen. 


A letter received from the Globe Tobacco 


Company, congratulating the A. F. of L. on 
its progress, and extending an invitation to 
hold its next convention in Detroit, was read. 


Commonwealth of Michigan, 

Lansing, Nov 16, 1898. 
The American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen—We anticipate with pleasure the 
possibility that your great and most commend- 
able association may assemble in our midst in 
the near future, and as Michigan’s Chief Ex- 
ecutive I most cordially invite you to hold your 
next annual Convention in Detroit. 

The advantages of Detroit as a convention 
city are known world wide. It is probably 
unnecessary for me to dwell upon the num- 
erous facilities for entertainments and amuse- 
ment which can be provided by the beautiful 
City of the Straits, and I presume that you 
have been made fully aware of them through 
other sources and local invitations. 

The industrial condition of Michigan is de- 
cidedly improving, and the interests of labor 
and its organizations are well taken care of 
and encouraged in this State. 

During the past year we have had the pleas- 
ure of meeting and entertaining the two na- 
tional organizations of Labor Commissioners 
and Factory Inspectors, and a keen interest 
in these industrial topics has been awakened 
as a natural consequence, and the general 
cause has been further advanced by the special 
efforts of our State Labor Department. 

I personally assure you that if you decide 
to meet in Annual Convention with us that 
you will find yourselves in the “house of vour 
friends,”” and that you will be royally ente:- 


Executive Office, 
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tained both by the people and the press, as our 
papers have always been very liberal in the 
detailed reports of all National Conventions 
and assemblages of such important character. 
ery respectfully, 
H. S. PINGREE, Governor. 
The invitation from the Commercial Club 
to the officers and members of the convention 


o 


to be guests of the club Tuesday evening was 
accepted, on motion of Delegate McCormick. 

Delegate Mulholland, from the Committee 
on Credentials, submitted the 
port: 


following re- 


Your Committee on Credentials, having ex- 
amined the credentials of John S. Kelley, of 
Journeymen Plumbers, Gas and Steamfitters, 
with forty votes, recommend that he be seated. 

T. F. TRACY, Chairman. 
J. F. MULHOLLAND. 
HOMER D. CALL, Secretary. 


On motion the 
delegates seated. 


report was received and 
Delegate Mulholland, for the Committee on 
Credentials, submiffed the following report: 
Your Committee on Credentials, having ex- 
amined the credentials of F. C. Dickens, rep- 
resenting the American Flint Glass Workers, 
with seventy votes, recommend that he be 
seated. 
T. F. TRACY, Chairman. 
J. F. MULHOLLAND. 
HOMER D. CALL, Secretary. 
Delegate Shaffer moved that Mr. Dickens be 
given further time in which to hear from his 
headquarters. Agreed to. 
Delegate O'Sullivan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, made the 
Fellow Delegates—Your Committee on Res- 
olutions, having performed its duty, respect- 
fuly submit the following: 
The Committee offers the following as a 
substitute for Resolution No. 8: 
_ RESOLVED, That inasmuch as previous ac- 
tion by the American Federation of Labor 
gives full expression to the demands of or- 
ganized labor on the money question, we there- 
for recommend the reaffirmation of past con- 
ventions on the question. 


following report: 


Recommendation concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 17, the committee reports 
favorably. ° 

Moved by Delegate Gilthorpe that the Boiler- 
makers be included in the resolutions. 

Delegate Lennon moved that it be amended 
to cover all the employes of the arsenal. 

Delegate O'Sullivan claimed that the reso- 
lution covered all the employes. 

Moved by Delegate Cake that it be referred 
back to be amended by inserting all other 
trades working at the arsenal. 

Delegate Tobin moved that it be referred 
back to the committee to be amended to cover 
all employes, and that the words ‘‘American 
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Federation of Labor’’ be substituted for ‘‘in- 
coming Executive Council.” 

Delegate Duncan moved that the words “TI. 
A. M.” be stricken out. 
of order. 


Motion ruled out 


Delegate Tobin’s motion to re-commit was 
defeated. 

Delegate O’Rourke moved that the report be 
words 


inserting the “employes 


calling’ after the word, 


amended by 
regardless of their 


“all” in the third line of the resolve. Amend- 
ment adopted. 
On motion, the Committee’s recommenda- 


tion, as amended, was concurred in. 


On Resolution No. 18 the committee rec- 
ommends striking out the fourth ‘‘whereas” 


and striking out the word ‘‘dictation” from the 
second line of the,fifth ‘“whereas,’’ and insert- 
ing the words “influenced by;” striking out 
the word ‘“make’’ in the same line and _ in- 
serting the word “have;” striking out the word 
“themselves,” in the following line; striking 
‘any and” in the third line of 
“slav- 
ery” and inserting the word “employment” so 
that the resolution will read as follows: 

Resolution No. 18.—By 
O’Connell: 

WHEREAS. The United States Government 
(through their directing boards of the vari- 
ous navy yards and arsenals) have for the past 
two years made an effort to introduce the 
two-machine and piecework system; and, 

WHEREAS, These obnoxious systems are 
not tolerated in the private machine shops 
throughout the country, except in isolated in- 
stitutions now under the ban of the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists; and 

WHEREAS, The said International Associa- 
tion of Machinists, recognizing the harmful ef- 
fects of the above mentioned practices, not on 
the craft alone, but on society at large, in- 
asmuch as the piecework system lowers the 
standard of living by reducing wages, while 
the two-machine system crowds the already 
overstocked market with unemployed, by seek- 
ing to have one man perform the labor that 
should be done by two; and r 

WHEREAS, The International Association 
of Machinists have for several years steadily 
and consistently fought these innovations, not 
only by organized resistance but have refused 
to allow its members to work under such reg- 
ulations; anc 

WHEREAS, We regard the present attitude 
of the Government to be the result of in- 
fluence by manufacturers, who seek to have 
the Government accomplish that which they 
have failed to gain; be it, therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we the International As- 
sociation Machinists, do hereby request that 
the American Federation of Labor in conven- 
tion assembled, instruct its Executive Council 
to use all means in its power to assist us 
in abolishing this sort of employment from 
all government shops, and we do request also 


out the words 


the resolve and striking out the word 


Delegate James 
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the moral support of each delegate to the ex- 
tent of petitioning the Senators and Congress- 
men in their respective districts to demand a 
change of policy on the part of those in charge 
of our navy yards and arsenals. 

On motion, report of the committee was 
adopted. 

On Resoltuion No. 4, your committee rec- 
ommends striking out the third whereas. 

Adopted. 

Adopted as amended. 

Resolution No. 20, the committee recom- 
mended striking out the word ‘‘must” in te 
fourth line and inserting the words, ‘For use 
of the United States Government, shall.” 

Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 22, committee reports fav- 
orably. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 25, committee reports un- 
favorably. 

Delegate O’Connell moved to concur in the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate Lossie suggested that discussion of 
the subject be made a_ special order at a 
later day. 

Delegate Fitzgerald moved that the proposi- 
tion lie over and be made special order for 
3 p-m., Thursday. 

Delegate Lennon opposed the motion to 
postpone. If the delegate was not prepared 
to discuss the question now he never would 
be. Trade unionists were opposed to the reso- 
lutions and were prepared to vote immediately. 

Delegate O’Connell was opposed to postpon- 
ing action on the question. 

Delegate Fitzgerald asked permission to 
withdraw his motion to defer. 

Delegate Kelley objected. 

Delegate O’Sullivan stated the committee 
was unanimous on the report submitted and 
arrived at a decision without much discus- 
sion. 

Delegate Fitzgerald again requested permis- 
sion to withdraw his motion to defer, which 
was granted. ~- 

Delegate McNeill said the preamble prefac- 
ing the resolution was a severe indictment of 
prevailing conditions. He favored the pre- 
amble, but was opposed to the resolution, which 
he considered silly. Where women are em- 
ployed in mills and factories the child is 
competing with the mother, the mother with 
the father. You can find the father at home 
and the mother away at work. Let us consider 
this question soberly, for it is a serious one. 
Women should not be compelled to work. 


The system is atrocious and the wages are 


small and _ insufficient. 


Delegate Kirby stated that the union of 
which he was a member had instructed him to 
vote against any system that would bring a 
woman down to any lower position, and hoped 
the resolution would go down to an ignomini- 


ous death. 


Delegate Bowman was opposed to women 
entering into competition with men as wage 


carners, 


attention to the fact 
that the resolution applied only to women em- 





Delegate Mahon calle 


ployed by the Government. 


Delegate Lossie stated that women are now 
employed in Government positions at a salary 
of about $900 per annum, taking the places 
of men who formerly received $1,400 to $1,500. 


Delegate Brown said we had no right to 
deprive women of the privilege to earn an hon- 
est living. Women who work are compelled to 
do so to support themselves and those depend 
ent upon them. 


Delegate Keith said that on the condition of 
the women in the home depends the future 
of the trade unionists. Tet us find some way 
to do away with child labor and educate the 
children. 

Delegate Klderkin moved the previous ques- 
tion which was agreed to. 

The report of the committee was unani- 
mously adopted and the resolution defeated. 

Committee recommends that Resolution No. 
27 be referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 10 committee recommends 
that it be approved. Concurred in. 

The Committee on President’s Report sub- 
mitted the following: 

We, your Committee on President’s Reporf, 
fully endorse the action of the President and 
Executive Council ip their action on the ap- 
pointment of the Industrial Commission, and 
we heartily concur in the President’s proposi- 
tion to appoint a special committee to deal with 
this commission and its contemplated work, 
and to bring in a full and comprehensive re- 
port to this Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARTIN FOX, Chairman, 
HARRY LLOYD, 
THOMAS F. TRACY. 
ANDREW FURUSETH, 
Oo. E. WOODBURY, 
HENRY S. MILLS, 

P. F. DOYLE, Secretary. 


Concurred in. 
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In accordance with the committee’s report, 
President Gompers appointed the following 
committee on Industrial Commission: George 
E. McNeill, W. D. Mahon, W. O. Moore, 
Charles Lawyer, Frank Brown, George Henry, 
and John S. Kelley. 


It was moved and adopted that 10 o'clock 
be made the hour to hear the addresses of 
the Fraternal Delegates. 

Delegate Cable, at 5 p.m., moved that the 
Convention do now adjourn. 

Adopted. 


THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


Convention called to order at 9 a.m. by Pres- 
ident Gompers. 

Roll Call. 

Absentees—McGuire, Dalton, Morman, Rey- 
nolds, Maher, Innis and Simpson. 

On motion of Delegate McCormick, the read- 
ing of the minutes was dispensed with. 





The Committee on Organization submitted 
the following report: 

To the Delegates of the Eighteenth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Your Committee on Organization beg leave 
to report on the following resolutions: 

On Resolution No. 9, the committee recom- 
mends the adoption of said resolution, amended 
as_ follows: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor hereby instructs the incoming Execu- 
tive Council to appropriate sufficient moneys 
from the treasury to defray the necessary ex- 
penses of an organizer, to be employed and 
sent into those inter-mountain States and Ter- 
ritories to organize into Local, Federal, Na- 
tional and International unions the wage earn- 
ers of those States and Territories west of the 
Missouri River; and, be it further 

RESOLVED. That an appropriation of suf- 
ficient moneys be made from the Treasury of 
the American Federation of Labor to defray 
the expenses of the incoming President, and 
that he be ordered to visit, as far as practic- 
able, in advance of the organizer, the princi- 
pal cities, towns and mining camps in the 
territory mentioned, at as early a date as pos- 
sible, to advise and instruct the wage earners 
of that region. 

Delegate John B. Lennon moved that the in- 
coming Executive Council be authorized to 
levy a 2-cent assessment on the members to 
enable the Council to carry out the recom- 
mendations contained in the resolution. 

Delegate S. J. Kent stated that it was thie 
intention of the committee to make such rec- 
ommendations at a later date. 

Upon this assurance being given, Delegate 
Lennon withdrew his motion. 

Delegate Owen Miller moved to amend by 
striking out the word ‘Missouri’ in the last 
line of the first resolve and inserting ‘Missis- 
sippi.”” Adopted. 


Report of committee as amended concurred 
in. 

On Resolution No. 10 committee reports un- 
favorably. Concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 28 committee recom- 
mends it adoption after amending by striking 
out everything after ‘Horse Goods” in re- 
solve. 

Delegate Dold said that he did not see the 
justice of striking out the name of the organ- 
ization interested. The public would not be 
able to tell whether they were union goods. 
The fact that the government uses products 
with the union stamp would be an advertise- 
ment for the label. 

Delegate Fahey moved that that part of the 
recommendation of the committee striking out 
be non-concurred in and the resolution adopted. 

Delegate Kidd stated that we did not want 
the goods manufactured and used by the gov- 
ernment made by non-union men. The resolu- 
tion applied to the Rock Island arsenal only. 
We should not ask for the use of the label on all 
goods, but should ask the government to rec- 
ognize the Leather Workers’ Union. The 
power of the union fabel lies in the demand 
created for it by the union and its friends. 

Delegate McCormick said that it would be 
just as reasonable to ask the government to 
put the printers label on The Record, which is 
produced entirely by union men. 

Delegate Reid thought the resolution could 
be enlarged to take in all union men. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the report of 
the committee be concurred in. 

On the question being put to vote, the mo- 
tion to non-concur was defeated and to con- 
cur adopted. 

Committee on Credentials reported as fol- 
lows: 

Your Committee on Credentials, having ex- 
amined the credential of D. A. Cowan repre- 
senting the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, 6681, with one vote, recommend that he 
be seated. Adopted. 
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The Committee appointed to audit the Secre 
tary’s and Treasurer’s accounts submitted the 
following report: 

Kansas City, Mo., December 14, 1898. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Eight- 
eenth Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

Your committee, to audit the accounts of 
the Secretary and Treasurer, beg leave to re- 
port having attended to their duty, and find 
the accounts in splendid condition, receipts 
and vouchers appearing for each item of in- 
come and expenditure. 

The following is a summary of the receipts 
and expenditures: 


talance on hand Nov. 1, 1897...... $ 3,604 44 
Receipts during the year...... -.. 18,894 15 

ROU TOOMMB i ccceecks te ncen $22,588 59 
Expenses for the YeGP...o.sccicoee 19,197 17 
Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1898...... $ 3,391 42 


We have examined the certificate of the 
Third National Bank, of Bloomington, IIL, 
and there is deposited there 391.42. There 
is also deposited in the Riggs National Bank, 
of Washington, $1,000.00. 

Respectfully somes 
T. F. TRACY, Chairman, 
i . MU LHOLLAND, 
HOMER D. CALL, Secretary. 


Moved by Delegate O’Sullivan that the re- 
port of the Committee be adopted. 





Concurred in. 

Delegate Black, of Committee on Grievances, 
reported as follows: 

To the Officers and Members of the A. F. 

Oo L.: in 

We, your Committee on Grievances, recom 
mend that Resolution No. 32, by Delegate 
Fitzgerald, be referred to the Committee on 
Laws. 

Recommendation concurred in. 

The ‘hour of 10 o'clock having arrived, 
which was made special order to hear the ad- 
dresses from the Fraternal Delegates, Presi- 
dent Gompers introduced Fraternal Delegates 
Inskip and~ Thorn, and said, in part, that 
those familiar with the work in the labor move- 
ment of this country, and who are familiar 
with their makeup, know well the solidarity 
of their being. They hope the time is not far 
distant when the effort to unite the wage- 
workers of the world will be accomplished. 

President Gompers then presented Fraternal 
Delegate Thorn. 

Fraternal Delegate Thorn mentioned the 
great numbers in the various labor organiza- 
tions of Great Britain, and said the organiza- 
tions in America worked on different lines 
from those in England. 
ers of England had elected forty-five members 


The organized work- 


of organized labor to parliamentary, municipal 
and other positions, and it was now time to 
put more there. It was inconsistent in organ- 
ized labor unions to maintain wages and then 


put in office the very men who were antagonis- 
tic to their movement. In speaking of the differ 
ence between labor and its opponents he said 
that if the police were not powerful enough 
to compel the workers to submit tu the will of 
those in control of the factories, mines and 
other industries, the government, at their dic- 
tation, would use the army and navy against 
labor. The remedy for this was in political 
action. The unemployed problem also affected 
the unions of England, where large bodies of 
men were out of employment. The problem 
was a very serious one. The intreduction of 
machinery had thrown many out of work. 
The wage earners must strike out in a different 
way. So long as the machinery and land “are 
in the hands of the few, so long will there 
be large numbers of unemployed. He did not 
think the people in America were any better 
off than those in England. 
in America is shipped to England and ground. 


The wheat grown 


Over there one can get a four-pound loaf for 
ten cents, while in America a one pound 
loaf costs five cents. He could not see where 
the Americans were any better off, although 
they received greater compensation for their 
labor. Delegate Thorn advocated international 
federation, whereby the workers of the two 
countries would be united for mutual protection 
and assistance. The first duty of all was to 
organize. It was also a duty to take political 
action that would benefit wage-earners. The 
gentleman closed his remarks by inviting the 
A. F. of L. to send delegates to their congress. 

President Gompers then introduced Fraternal 
Delegate Inskip, who spoke of the necessity for 
more general organization among wage-work- 
ers. He said he belonged to a union that 
started with twenty men and it now numbered 
15,000. You must recognize in the face of 
the debate of yesterday that you are con- 
fronted with a deep question in the encroach- 
ment of women as wage workers. I believe 
women have the right to compete with men, 
but I believe they should have equal wages 
That is the only way that the prob- 
lem will be solved. Give woman the same 


with men. 


pay that man receives everywhere, and the 
number of women employed will soon de- 
crease. Child labor is a wrong that deserves 
the attention of everyone, and is the easier 
of the two evils to deal with. We have accom- 
plished the adoption of some splendid labor 
laws in England. An attempt was made to 
hold leaders of strikes responsible for men 
quitting their work. It was fought until it 
reached the supreme court, where it was de- 
cided that union laborers had the right to 


refuse to work with non-unionists. The com- 
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pensation act, which is the result of the ef- 
forts of organized labor, gives to the worker 
who may be permanently crippled, 50 per cent 
of his wages for life. While temporary in- 
juries last he may draw 50 per cent of his 
pay. In case of death by accident his heirs 
may, without expensive litigation, recover 
$1,500 damages. Arbitration has been very 
successful in England and is_ far _ better 
than strikes. In some of the trades the unions 
and employers each deposit $5,000 as an arbi- 
tration forfeit, and a violation of any part of 
the agreement results in a forfeiture of that 
sum. 


President Gompers replied, declaring that 
there was frequently a misapprehension as to 
the real strength of trade unions in America, 
because such a large percentage of the work- 
ing population followed agricultural pursuits. 
“In the wage earning vocations I believe it 
will be found that the working people of Amer- 
ica are better organized than in any other 
country. We are quite active in politics, too, 
for in Colorado alone seventeen legislators 
hold union labor cards. We are well repre- 
sented in) many municipal councils. We 
must not think that we can be absolutely in- 
different to politics. We need men in Congress 
who carry union cards. The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has always stood for the organi- 
zation and recognition of those women who are 
compelled of necessity to work; but we do 
demand now, and we must always demand, 
equal pay for equal work.’’ He hoped to see 
in time a great gathering of organized labor 
of the world—a parliament of man. He paid 
a warm welcome to the Fraternal Delegates, 
and declared that the closer the two English 
speaking nations came together in fraternal al- 
liance the speedier would approach the era of 
universal peace. 


Delegate Cahill moved that this Convention 
extend to our Fraternal Delegates a hearty 
vote of thanks for their able and wise coun- 
sel to this body and the wage-earners of Amer- 
ica. Adopted. 

President Gompers appointed the following 
special committee: 

Committee on Eight Hour 3i1l—David 
Black, Geo. F. Kenny, Jerry Donohue, J. W. 
White, W. J. O’Brien, Joseph Cahill, Ed B. 
Sabine. 

Delegate W. D. Mahon, for the Committee 
on Local or Federated Bodies, recommended 
the adoption of the following resolution. 


Resolution No. 110.—By Delegate Adrian 
M. Jones: 


RESOLVED, That the Commercial Club 
and the members of the Kansas City Bar be 
invited to be present on Saturday, December 
17, to listen to the address of the Hon. Clar- 
ence S. Darrow on the subject: “The Courts 
and the Workingmen.”’ 

Adopted. 

An invitation extended by Schwarzchild & 
Sulzberger Co., to visit their packing house, 
was accepted. 

Resolution No. 100.—By Delegate John B. 

Lennon: 
RESOLVED, by the Eighteenth Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L., That the 
executive officers of all international and_na- 
tional unions in America be and are hereby 
requested to correspond with the officers of 
the same crafts in Great Britain with the ob- 
ject in view of bringing the organizations 
closer together for mutual protection and trade 
benefits; and 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be and are hereby instructed to cor- 
respond with the Parliamentary Committee 
of the British Trade Union Congress, with 
the same object in view, of developing a prac- 
tical co-operation between the organized work- 
ers of the two countries. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 101.—By James O'Connell, 
Stuart Reid and George H. Warner: 

WHEREAS, Members of Lodge No. 47, In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, em- 
ployes of the Davis Engine Co., Denver Colo., 
have been and are still engaged in an ex- 
tended struggle for recognition of the prin- 
ciples of trade unionism; and 

WHEREAS, The Davis Engine Co. of that 
city, failing to secure an injunction from the 
District Court, have carried their case to the 
Court of Appeals; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, congrat- 
ulate the organized machinists of Denver on 
their victory over the Davis Engine Co. in 
the District Court of Araphoe County; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor, in conven- 
tion assembled, do pledge our moral support 
to the International Association of Maghin- 
ists in the continuance of their struggle, to 
the end that the principles of trade unionism 
may be firmly established in the City of, Den- 
ver. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 
Delegates Don- 





Resolution No. 102.—By 
nelly, O’Rourke, Cain, Morrison: 

RESOLVED, That all organizations affili- 
ated with the American Federation of Labor 
be requested to take the necessary steps to se- 
cure the establishing of the postal telegraph 
or the government ownership of the telegraph, 
and that the Legislative Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor be instructed 
to make government ownership of the tele- 
graph a referred measure and co-operate with 
the International Typographical Union in se- 
curing the enactment of the desired law. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 





XL 








XUM 


1898] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 81 


Resolution No. 103.—By Delegate J. E. 
Fitzgerald: 

WHEREAS, For years past labor has been 
striving to pass laws to protect it from the 
many pressing burdens which our economic 
environments force it to carry; and 

WHEREAS, In the majority of cases, when 
a labor law is passed, it is declared uncon- 
stitutional by the courts; therefore. 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L., is hereby in- 
structed to draft a bill, and have the same in- 
troduced in Congress, providing that all bills 
affecting labor shall be, after their passage 
and before becoming effective, referred to the 
Supreme Court for an opinion as to their le- 
gality, and if necessary, we recommend an 
amendment to the Constitution to validate this 
bill 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 104.—By Delegate H. D. 
Call: 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass Co. 
of Pittsburg, with branches throughout the 
country, has seen fit to refuse to employ un- 
ion labor in its works; and, 

WHEREAS, The Plate Glass Workers’ Un- 
ion of Elwood, Ind., has been compelled to 
declare the product of the said company un- 
fair; therefore, be it 

RE SOLVED, That this Convention of the 
A. F. of I. do endorse the said declaration of 
unfairness and extend to the said local its 
moral support. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 105.—By Delegates J. F. 
Donohue and John Witzel: 

WHEREAS, In view of the prevailing dis- 
position of corporate interests to amalgamate 
into trusts and combines for the purpose of 
controlling the manufacture of tobacco in all of 
its forms, and also the wages of all tobacco 
workers; ‘and 

WHEREAS, Through their efforts the to- 
bacco workers have prevailed upon the Liggett 
& Myers Tobacco Company, the largest man- 
ufacturers of tobacco in the world, to adopte 
the label of the Tobacco Workers Union; and 

WHEREAS, Said firm has not only adopted 
the label of the Tobacco Workers’ Union, 
but has also declined the fabulous offers of 
the tobacco combine to induce them to enter 
into same; and 

WHEREAS, By taking this stand, as we be- 
lieve, to the apparent jeopardy of their best 
financial interests, and also the adoption of the 
Tobacco Union’s label as aforesaid, they have 
come squarefy out on the side of labor and 
humanity in the fiercest and most notable com- 
mercial conflict of history; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED—First, that the position of 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company, in re 
fusing to enter into this tobacco combine, is 
unqualifiedly endorsed by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Second—-That, recognizing the fact that the 
paralyzing hand of the trust in making in- 
roads upon the rights and privileges of labor 
and humanity is the most serious menace to 
industrial well being, public tranquility and 
the perpetuity of our republic, we hereby 





pledge our moral and material support to all 
other independent manufacturers to help them 
in their fight and our fight, and the fight of 
humanity against the blighting curse of trust 
aggrandizement. 

Third—That, to give practical effect to these 
sentiments, we hereby request and urge upon 
all members of the Federation of Labor and 
all patriotic citizens who are consumers of to- 
bacco, to purchase and use only the chewing 
and smoking tobaccos and cigarettes of inde- 
pendent factories who use the label of the 
Tobacco Workers Union. 

Fourth—Be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor be and is hereby 
instructed to have forwarded a copy of these 
resolutions to every union affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 106.—By Delegate John W. 
White: 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. granted a 
Federal Labor union charter to a mixed as- 
sembly of men at Bay City, Mich.; and 

WHEREAS, In this mixed organization 
there were musicians and others who should 
have legally belonged to their own trade un- 
ions; and 

WHEREAS, These men were organized for 
the sole purpose of wiping out of existence lo- 
cal No. 51 of the National Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employes, thereby preventing 
union labor being recognized in the theaters 
of Saginaw and Bay City, Mich.; and 

WHEREAS. It was also the means of pre- 
venting honest workingmen and bona fide 
union men from deriving a fair and just com- 
pensation for their labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of the 
A. F. of I,.. have, with our National Executive 
Board, endorsed local 51 of our National, and 
ordered the Federal Labor union No. 7014, to 
withdraw its members from the theaters. and 
such as were eligible to join our local or Sagi- 
naw and Bay City; an 

WHEREAS. They have failed to comply 
with the decision of the President and Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L.; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of Federal 
Labor Union, No. 7014, be revoked, as an act 
of justice to the ‘N. A. T. S. E.; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the Central Labor Un- 
ion of Tay City be compelled to recognize 
our local union in that city, and seat their 
delegates at their next regular meeting un- 
der penalty of censure from the A. F. of L. 

We earnestly trust that your honorable 
body will see the justice of our petition and 
unanimously grant its request by its adop- 
tion and the faithful carrying out of its 
provisions. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 107.—By Delegate John F. 
Tobin: 

RESOLVED, That this convention, believ- 
ing that the labor problem will be solved only 
when the lands and means of production and 
distribution and exchange are held as com- 
mon property, and that the trade union move- 
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ment, together with political action on class 
lines, are the best methods to reach this end. 
we, therefore, commend trade unionists to 
vote only for such political parties as stand 
for the principles enunciated herein. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 108.—By Delegate John S. 
Kelly: 

RESOLVED, That the boycott on the firm 
of Donohue & Henneberry, printers, of Chi- 
cago, be reaffirmed, and that the firm of W. 
B. Conkey & Co., of Chicago, be declared 
un fair. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 109.—By Delegate J. F. Mc- 
Cormick: 

WHEREAS, The Hon. Perry S. Heath, 
First Assistant Postmaster General of the 
United States, has proven himself to be a true 
and loyal friend to labor and labor interests 
by promulgating an order that all printing for 
the Postoffice Department should be given 
to offices only employing union labor; and 

WHEREAS, An attack has been made on 
Mr. Heath by newspapers unfriendly to labor 
on account of the stand he has taken; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union and 
Columbia Typographical Union of the District 
of Columbia have passed resolutions thanking 
Mr. McKinley for appointing such a_ true 
friend of labor to such a responsible position; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Federation 
of Labor, mm convention assembled, hereby ten- 
ders to the Hon. Parry S. Heath an expression 
of gratitude for the noble example he has 
set. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 110.—By Delegate Adrian M. 
Jones: 

RESOLVED, That the Commercial Club of 
Kansas City, and the members of the Kansas 
City Bar, be invited to attend the session of 


the American Federation of Labor on Satur- 
day, December 17, upon which occasion the 
Hon. Clarence S. Darrow will address the Fed- 
eration on the “Workingmen and the Courts.’ 

Referred to Committee on Local or Fed- 
erated Bodies. 

Michael Raphael of the Cigarmakers’ Union 
of New York, and Henry Fischer of Tobacco 
Workers’ National Union, addressed the Con- 
vention in regard to their respective trades. 

; Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 14, 1898. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. of L., Kan- 
sas City, Mo.: 

Heartiest congratulations to the Federation 
and best wishes for its future success. 

W. C. PEARCE, 
Sec’y-Treas., U. M. W. of A. 

Telegram was received from KE. E. Clark, 
Chief Officer of the Order of Railway Con- 
ductors. requesting Convention to change its 
attitude on the question of the Anti-Scalpers 
bill. 


Kansas City, Mo., December 12, 1898. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the American 

Federation in Convention Assembled: 

Greeting:—The National Building Trades 
Council of America, in convention assembled, 
extends fraternal greeting to the American 
Federation of Labor, and the assurance of 
our hearty co-operation in all measures tend- 
ing to the amelioration of all labor and hu- 
manity. 

That both our deliberations may be con- 
ducted with wisdom and harmony, and_ be 
productive of great good is the sincere wish 
of the National Building Trades Council of 
America. 

THEO. S. JONES 
General President. 
H. W. STEINBISS 


General Secretary-Treasurer. 





At 12 o’clock the Convention adjourned to 
meet again at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 2 p. m. 

Roll call. 

Absentees: Garrity, McEwen, Smith, Dal- 
ton, Morman, Snedegar and Cowan. 

Delegates Mills and Doyle were recorded 
absent Tuesday when they were on duty in 
committee. 

John F. O'Sullivan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported as follows: 


On resolution’ No. 43 the committee reports 
the following substitute: 


RESOLVED, That this Convention con 
siders the decision of the United States Su 
preme Court on the income tax as not in ac- 
cord with the spirit of the constitution, nor 
in accord with the wishes of the American 
people, and that we demand of Congress that 
the enactment of a law making a tax on in- 
comes be made a feature of Federal taxation. 

Moved by Delegate Mahon that we non- 
concur in the committee’s report and adopt 
the original resolution. 

Delegate Duncan stated that the reason the 
committee adopted the substitute was to make 
it more practicable. 
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On motion, committee’s report was adopted. 

On resolution No. 48, committee reports ap- 
proval with the words, “and paid for at said 
company’s prices,’ in the second line of the 
second “resolve,” stricken out. Adopted 
unanimously. 

Op resolution No. 49 the committee reports 
that it is already 
No. 48. 

On resolution No. 50, committee reports 
striking out the first, second, third and fifth 
resolves, and the words, “‘Be it further,’ at 


covered by resolution 


the end of the fourth resolve, and we recom- 
mend that the matter be referred to the in- 
coming Executive Council, with the further 
recommendation that, so far as_ practicable, 
the spirit of the same be carried out. 


Delegate Furuseth stated that the South- 
wick bill did not meet the requirements de- 
sired, and we should try to find some way of 
drafting or redrafting a bill so that it would 
stand before the courts. By tomorrow after- 
noon more definite information would be at 
hand. 


Delegate Coy thought that this body should 
have full opportunity to discuss the bill: 

Delegate Duncan thought the information 
from Washington would have but little bear- 
ing on the question, as the bill was national 
in character and the matter under discussion 
pertained particularly to State Legislatures. 

Delegate Fahey said that he favored post- 
ponement until information could be received 
from Washington. 

Delegate O’Sullivan stated as his opinion 
that the convention should declare at every 
opportunity against the system of convict la- 
bor, and believed that declarations should be 
made against the system in central bodies, 
continually, until attention was given to the 
subject. The action in New York State in 
this matter was encouraging and was an in- 
centive to us to go on. 

Delegate Furuseth stated that after care- 
fully reading the resolution he saw no reason 
why it should not be adopted. 


On motion the report of the committee was 
concurred in. 


Delegate Elderkin, for Committee on Boy- 
cotts and Labels, submitted the following re- 
port: 

On resolution No. 39 your committee rec- 
ommends the following as a substitute: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirms its previous endorse- 
ments of all union labels belonging to the af- 
filiated bodies. 


Delegate Fitzgerald moved to adopt the re- 
port of the committee. 

Delegate Donohue moved that the report of 
the committee be deferred. 

Moved by Delegate Kent that the resolution 
be received and referred to the Committee on 
Universal Label. 

Delegate Dold declared himself opposed to 
the amendment. 

Delegate Kent said that the matter will be 
all threshed out when the Committee on Uni- 
versal Label reports. 

Delegate Whitaker held that if the Commit- 
tee on Universal Label reported favorably 
and report was adopted it would take time to 
introduce it. 

Delegate Elderkin thought it was foolish 
to introduce resolutions and refer them to a 
committee to report upon and then to defer 
action on the report. He thought that who- 
ever had introduced the resolution for a uni- 
versal label should have secured action upon 
it first and had the other matters in regard 
to the label referred to that committee. 

Delegate Donohue arose to a point of per- 
sonal privilege, and stated that he wished to 
have the resolution deferred until the Com 
mittee on Universal Label could report, so as 
avoid conflict. 

Delegate Fitzgerald was also in favor of 
having the resolution lie over. 

Delegate Cable said he was not in favor of 
the proposition to defer because it would take 
considerable time to adopt the Universal La- 
bel and that his organization could not take 
any action until the next convention. 

On motion to defer, a division was called 
for, and it was lost by a vote of 13 to 41. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
then adopted. 

On resolution No. 40 the committee recom- 
mends favorable action. Adopted. 

On resolution No. 2 the committee recom- 
mends that it be referred to the Committee 
on Laws. * Adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES O’CONNELL, Chairman, 
THOMAS J. ELDERKIN, Secretary, 
G. F. KEEFER, 
Cc. F. BECHTOLD, 
S. AULTER, 

G. A. WHITAKER, 
J. G. CAIN. 

The following resolutions were received and 
referred to committees: 

Resolution No. 111—By Delegates P. F. 
Doyle, Luke Grant and Chas. Dold: 
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WHEREAS, The Fortieth General Assem- 
bly of the State of Illinois placed upon the 
statute books a law commonly known as the 
“Allen Law,” the same having been passed for 
the purpose of enabling the street car railroad 
companies in the several cities throughout the 
aforesaid state to secure an extension of their 
franchises for a period of fifty years; and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid ‘Allen Law” 
came into being in spite of the opposition of 
the people of the aforesaid state from all 
walks of life, except those directly interested 
therein; and 

WHEREAS, The street car companies of the 
city of Chicago are using every means at their 
command to secure an_ extension of their 
franchise for a period of fifty years and 
thereby defeat the agitation going on to se- 
cure municipal oWnership of public utilities; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention cxtends 
its hearty and sincere support to his honor, 
Carter H. Harrison, Mayor of Chicago, for 
the gallant stand he has made against the 
street car companies in the interest of .the 
people, and that we appreciate the position he 
has assumed that no franchise be granted while 
the obnoxious “Allen Law” remains on the 
statute books of the State of Illinois. 

Referred to Committee on Local or Feder- 
ated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 112—By Delegate Adrian M. 
Jones: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has observed with pleasure and gratifi- 
cation the growth of good feeling and frater- 
nal spirit resultant from the interchange of 
delegates with Great Britain and Canada; and 

WHEREAS, We believe the field and scope 
of our cause can be broadened; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That our fraternal delegates 
to British Trade Congress be instructed to 
encourage the holding of a grand International 
Trades Congress in Paris, France, in the year 
1900. 

Referred to Committee on Fraternal Dele- 
gates. 

Resolution No. 113—By Delegate Adrian M. 
Jones: 

RESOLVED, That all resolutions presented 
at the session of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be introduced in duplicate—one 
copy for the Secretary and one for the use 
of the committee to which it will be referred. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 114—By Delegate B. E. 
Perigny: 

WHEREAS, The favorable recognition of 
the Union Label is evidence of sincere sym- 
pathy; and 

WHEREAS, The action of the Government 
of the United States is a leading example for 
all; therefore, be it ; 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to use their influence 
to induce the Government to require the Union 
Label on all goods purchased for its use. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 
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Resolution No. 115—By Delegate Charles 
F. Hahn: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Council 
of the city of Chicago has failed to recognize 
the principle of trade unionism by employing 
musicians not members of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians for their ball on Janu- 
ary 14th, 1899; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor recognizes the American Federation of 
Musicians as the only bona fide union of mu- 
sicians; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That local bodies of the 
Building Trades Council of the city of Chi 
cago, which are affiliated with or charted 
under the American Federation of Labor, be 
requested to use their utmost endeavors to 
have the employment of non-union musicians 
by the Building Trades Council of Chicago 
reconsidered and annulled, and that they de- 
mand the employment of musicians belonging 
to local No. to of the American Federation 
of Musicians, said union being the only local 
of union musicians in the city of Chicago rec- 
ognized by the American Federation of Labor. 





Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 116—By Delegate M. J. 
Noonan: 

WHEREAS, There is great need of the 
organization of the toiling masses of the 
South; and 

WHEREAS, It is only a matter of time 
when the workingmen of all other sections of 
our country will be working at Southern 
wages unless the working people of the South 
are organized; be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. salary 
an organizer to travel in the South for at 
least six months in the next year, for the pur- 
pose of organizing and agitating all labels. 

Referred to Committee on President’s re- 
port. 


Resolution No. 117—By Delegate Thomas 
J. Elderkin: 

RESOLVED, That we renew our petition 
to the President of the United States on _ be- 
half of E. W. Clark, now in Thomaston jail, 
and that we request delegates | to this conven- 
tion, as well as the incoming Executive Board, 
to use their best endeavors to obtain executive 
clemency for this man, who surely has suf- 
fered sufficiently to meet the demands of 
justice. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 118—By Delegate John F. 
O'Sullivan: 

WHEREAS, The Elastic Goring Weavers 
of this country are affiliated with this organi- 
zation, and because of lack of sufficient de- 
mand for the products of their labor, which 
threatens the disruption of their organization, 

RESOLVED, That this convention declare 
that a trade so well organized as is that of the 
Goring Weavers‘ should receive our support; 
therefore, be it 
_ RESOLVED, That we recommend the un- 
ion-made products of the Elastic Goring 
Weavers to the patronage of all wage-workers. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts, 
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Resolution No. 119—By Delegate P. F. 
Doyle: 

WHEREAS. The Chicago Federation and 
the Illinois State Federation of Labor were 
forced to place a boycott upon the product of 
breweries in the city of Chicago, because of 
the autocratic position taken by the boss 
brewers that they would not treat with or- 
ganized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention endorse 
the boycott and the names of the Chicago 
breweries he taken from the fair list of the 
American Federationist. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Soy- 
cotts. 

Delegate Joseph Cahill, for the Commitee 
on Kight-Hour Bill, submitted the following 
report: 

We, your Eight-Hour Committee, having 
considered resolutions 94 and gs, beg leave to 
recommend the adoption of resolution No. 95 
as presented by Delegate Duncan, with the 
words ‘the piece’’ stricken out in the last line 
of the first whereas, and the word “contract” 
inserted. Said resolution amended to read as 
follows. 

WHEREAS, The Kight-Hour bill, known 
as H. R, No. 7389, in its present form now 
pending in the United States Senate, contains 
the remedial provisions necessary to carry into 
effect a uniform eight-hour work-day on all 
Government work, whether done- by the day 
or by contract; and, 

WHEREAS, Delay in its enactment into law 
is not only inimical to the best interests of 
the working class, but is a hindrance to trade 
and economic development; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Eighteenth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 


Labor, in regular session assembled in Kansas 
City, Mo., and representing the wage-workers 
of our country, hereby memoralizes both 
branches of our National Government and the 
President of the United States to lose no fur- 
ther time in enacting said bill into law. 
RESOLVED, That this resolution be tele- 
graphed to Washington. 
. BLACK, rai 

W. J. O’BREN 

J. W. WHIT E,. 

GEO. F. HENRY 

JOs. J. CAHILL. 


Committee’s report concurred in, 


” Sec retary. 


President Gompers telegraphed the resolu- 
tion to the President of the Senate, Hon. J. J. 
Gardner, Chairman Committee on Labor, and 
Senator Cannon. 

It was moved that a recess of thirty min- 
utes be taken to enable the committees to 
meet and pass upon the resolutions in their 
possession. Lost. 

Delegate Buchanan Keith of Hackman’s Pro- 
tective Union No. 6967, was excused from fur- 
ther attendance upon the convention, as mat- 
ters of importance necessitated his presence 
at home. 

Delegate Owen Miller moved that the con- 
vention now adjourn, to meet at 9 o’clock to- 
morrow morning, in order to enable the dif- 
ferent committees to meet and dispose of the 
resolutions before them. Adopted. 


Adjourned at 3:15 p. m. 


FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Convention called to order at 9 A. M. by 
President Gompers. 

Roll call. 

Absentees: Garrity, McGuire. McBride, 
Kelly (J. S.), Kennedy, Kelly (Robt.), Hayes, 
Carey, Rife. Dugan, Barrett, Brush, Dalton. 
Norman, O'Neil, Reynolds, Maher and Powell. 

On motion the reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

President Gompers called Delegate Lloyd 
to the chair. 

Delegate Mills for the Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report submitted the following: 

We. your Committee on President’s report, 
beg leave to submit the following: 

(1) Realizing the necessity of a systematic 
and thorough organization of the wage-earn- 
ing class based upon trade union lines, as set 


forth in the declaration of principles of the 
American Federation of Labor, we, your com- 


mittee, heartily endorse the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the President’s report, and com- 
mend particularly that portion of the report 
pertaining to the Philosophy of Trade Unions 
to the earnest consideration of all. 

Concurred in, 


(2) We note with gratification the increase 
of membership during the past year, which we 
consider due to a clearer realization of the 
aims and objects of trade unionism as enun- 
ciated by the President and Executive Coun- 
cil, as well as to the splendid and efficient serv- 
ices rendered by our organizers. In relation 
to the growth of Internationality, we cannot 
fail to express our appreciation of the suc- 
cess attained and the results achieved by the 
cordial interchange of our fraternal relations 
with our co-workers in the Dominion and 
across the water. 

Adopted. 


(3) We take cognizance of the efforts put 
forth during the recent strike of the textile 
workers in the city of New Bedford, Mass., by 
socalled friends of labor, whose efforts were 
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seg meng noticeable, rendered so by the fact 
iat these so-called friends of labor resorted 
to every conceivable act of treachery to coun- 
teract the splendid and beneficent efforts put 
forth by President Gompers and the Executive 
Council to organize the mill operatives and 
bring the conflict to a successful termination. 
Such 1ank treachery to the cause of labor 
should not be forgotten or overlooked by our 
affiliated unions. We commend the_ highly 
laudable effort of the President and Executive 
Council to bring the strike to a speedy and 
successful termination. 


Adopted. 


(4) We also concur with the recommenda- 
tion of the President regarding the appoint- 
ment of organizers for the textile industry, 
and your committee takes this opportunity of 
recommending to this Convention the advisa- 
bility of appointing a special organizer to visit 
the South and other textile centers that may 
be deemed advisable; and we further recom- 
mend that this Convention shall make such 
arrangement as may be deemed proper to de- 
fray the expenses incurred by the same. 

Concurred in. 


(5) We also commend the efforts of the 
Wood Workers of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, for 
the manly struggle which they have made for 
the purpose of obtaining more favorable con- 
ditions of labor and the highly gratifying re- 
sults which they have accomplished during 
the past year; they certainly have demon- 
strated to the wage-earners of Wisconsin, that 
the former have a perfect right to picket and 
use peaceful methods to dissuade others from 
taking the places of those involved in a strike 
or lockout. 


Adopted. 


(6) We fully concur with the views of the 
President in relation to the Wire Drawers’ 
strike, and would suggest the adoption of the 
recommendation pertaining thereto. 

Adopted. 

(7) We take great pleasure in extending 
our hearty congratulations to the United Mine 
Workers’ Union upon the splendid victory 
achieved by them at Pittsburg and Virden, 
and it is to be hoped that their efforts will 
meet with the same success in Pana as in the 
cities above mentioned. We also indorse the 
sentiment expressed by the President with 
reference to the subject of closer affiliation 
and a greater Federation. And we sincerely 
hope and trust that the time is not far distant 
when the wage-earners of the world will be 
morely closely united. 

Adopted. 

(8) We recommend for your favorable con- 
sideration the abolition of the penalty provi- 
sion in the constitution which makes it neces 
sary for central bodies to pay an addition il 
fee of $10 to be entitled to representation in 
Convention, and this question be immediately 
referred to the Committee on Laws. 

Adopted. 

(9) We would further suggest that some 
change be made in the present law compelling 
the payment of per capita tax promptly and 
monthly, and ‘that this subject also should be 
referred to the Committee on Laws. 


Adopted. 
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(10) With reference to the Seamen’s Bill, 
which is now passed, your committee desires 
to say, that while it is a good step in the 
right direction, it does not give to seamen 
that full freedom to quit work at will and 
move freely from place to place which is the 
inalienable natural right of man, and without 
which freedom loses its meaning and becomes 
but an empty phrase; and we therefore desire 
to reiterate the position taken by previous 
Conventions, that under our flag no man, be 
he a seaman, a mechanic or a farm laborer, 
either on the mainland, in Hawaii or in any 
other possession of the United States, shall 4 
by contract or otherwise, compelled to labor 
against his will except as a penalty for crime; 
we demand this; it has been bought with 
em, and we shall be satisfied with nothing 
ess. 


Adopted. 





(11) We agree with the President that fur- 
ther steps should be taken to secure some rem- 
edy for the writ of injunction, as applied to 
the wage earners of our country. With this 
in mind, we recommend that the incoming 
Executive Council shall cause to be drafted a 
more effective measure bearing upon this 
point. 

Adopted. 


(12) We recommend to this convention that 
renewed agitation be made in favor of public 
ownership of the telegraph and telephone, and 
the adoption of postal savings banks. 

Concurred in. 


(13) We also indorse the position taken by 
the President on the invitation extended by 
the Czar of Russia to the nations of the world 
inviting them to send representaives to a con- 
ference with a view to the disarmament of na- 
tions, and that this convention place itself on 
record as approving any movement which will 
tend to bring peace to the world. 

Adopted. 


(14) Your committee desire to further ex- 
press our heartiest approval and commenda- 
tion of the President’s remarks upon the late 
war with Spain and the results that appear 
likely to follow therefrom. At no time in the 
history of this nation has its people been face 
to face with a more momentous question than 
that which now confronts it. In past conven- 
tions the attitude of the A. F. of L. upon the 
question of annexing territory far removed 
from our own, and inhabited by races between 
whom and ourselves there is little in cbmmon 


has been clearly defined. The exigencies of 
war, however, consummated that which had 
been unsuccessfully attempted in the time of 


peace. and, as the President very significantly 
remarks, “the Sandwich Islands, with their 
contract slave laborers, contract slave laws 
and all that they portend, are now the pos- 
session of the United States.” The fears we 
entertain from the contaminating influences of 
the slave labor of these islands, in the light 
of the decision of the Supreme Court in the 
Seamen’s case, known as Robertson vs. Bald- 
win, do not need repetition, and indeed, are 
accentuated by the following dispatch appearing 
in the New York Sun of the 7th inst.: 
“Unless the United States bars the Asiatic 
coolies from entering the Hawaiian Islands as 
laborers, the problem of securing a good labor 
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supply for the sugar plantations appears to be 
near a solution. Japanese immigration com- 
panies have made a proposition which will free 
the owners of plantations from the trouble of 
enforcing contracts. They offer to supply 
Japanese laborers for three years and to give 
lands to guarantee that the men will serve 
their time. If any desert and escape, the com- 
pany agrees to replace them with competent 
laborers. The cost will be the same as at pres- 
ent. Japanese laborers have been found 
nearly as good as Chinese, and they stand the 
climate better than the Portuguese from the 
Azores or other white laborers.” 

Our duty towards Cuba and its unfortunate 
people is clear. America’s sons fought and 
gave their lives to win for them their freedom 
and independence, and we mistake much the 
honor and good faith of our people if they will 
lend their countenance to any movement that 
will rob the Cuban patriots of that liberty 
which they prize so highly themselves. Or: 
ganized labor’s attitude admits of no question 
and is summed up in these words, “Keep 
faith.’ We share the apprehension of the 
President regarding the proposed disposition 
and government of Puerto Rico and the Phil- 
ippine Islands. We see in them a departure 
from the time-honored traditions of our nation 
and a disregard of the warnings of the fathers 
of this country, who, looking into the future, 
saw and realized the dangers to which a policy 
of imperialism, such as that which is now 
proposed, would bring us. As citizens we 
protest against forcing our system of govern- 
ment upon an unwilling people; against the 
maintenance of a huge standing army, that 
has no place in a republic such as ours; we 
protest against the manifold dangers attendant 
upon European and Asiatic entanglements, 
and as workingmen emphatically protest against 
the unfair competition of the wretched peo- 
ples who would become, without voice or vote, 
our fellow citizens. We therefore urge upon 
workingmen to awake to a full realization of 
the dangers that confront them, and call upon 
their representatives with no uncertain voice 
to save them from the dangers of imperialism. 

Concurred in. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARTIN FOX, Chairman, 
H. LLOYD, 
A. FURUSETH, 
¥, F. ERacy. 
FE. WOODBURY, 
P, F. DOYLE, 
H. S. MILLS, Secretary 
Delegate Lennon was called to the chair. 


Delegate Mahon moved that the report of 
the President be taken up seriatim and passed 
upon. Adopted. 

Paragraph No. 1 of committee’s report was 
adopted. 

It was moved that paragraph No. 2 of com- 
mittee’s report be adopted. 

Delegate Morris was opposed to confining the 
efforts of an organizer to the textile workers. 
The section west of the Mississippi and the 
inter-mountain sections required assistance. 

Delegate Morris moved that it lay over for 
consideration later on. 


Delegates O’Connell and Mahon opposed the 
motion to lay over. 

Delegate Shaffer said too much time was 
spent in discussing motions of this character. 
He was opposed to the motion to defer. 

The amendment was lost. 


Delegate Mahon moved to strike out the 
words “textile workers’ and insert in heu 
thereof the words “all industries.” 

Delegate Mills said there was a vast field 
for work among the textile workers in the 
South. He had already received four appli- 
cations for charters from textile workers in 
the South. He believed that if a special or- 
ganizer were appointed, he should be a textile 
worker. 

Delegate O’Connell said he spent six weeks 
on a southern tour, and was in accord with 
the views of Delegate Mahon and in favor of 
the amendment. The conditions in the South 
were terrible, and something should be done 
for them, but there were other industries 
which should receive attention. 

Delegate McCormick favored the amend- 
ment. 

Delegate Mahon could not see why the sec- 
retary of the committee should insist that the 
organizer should be a textile worker. The 
conditions in the Southern States demanded 
attention from this Convention. The impor- 
tation of men to Virden, IIl., showed the ne- 
cessity for work in the South. 

Delegate John White said that other indus- 
tries in the South demanded attention. He 
was in favor of the amendment. 

Delegate Gilthorpe favored the amendment. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The report was then adopted as amended. 

On motion, paragraph No. 3 of the com- 
mittee’s report was concurred in. 

Paragraph No. 4 was concurred in. 

Paragraph No. 5 was concurred in. 

Paragraph No. 6 was approved. 

On paragraph No. 7 of committee’s report 
it was moved to concur. 

Delegate Cowen said it was an important 
question. If we are about to extend the 
boundaries of the United States, there was 
something more in the question than trade- 
unionism. We pass resolutions and go to the 
White House and beg on our knees for legis- 
lation instead of using the ballot box. In 
Pennsylvania, after the shooting of the miners 
at Hazelton, what was the result? The offi- 
cials were not turned down at the next elec- 
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tion. Unless we start out and give some firm 
expression against this annexation it will go 
en. He was opposed to expansion. 

Delegate Lloyd stated that there would be 
another resolution from the committee which 
would be more specific. 

Paragraph No. 7, on motion, was adopted. 


It was moved by Delegate Valentine that 
the report of the Committee on President's 
Report be adopted as a whole, Carried. 


On resolution No. 42 the committee presents 
the following as a substitute for the same: 

WHEREAS, As a result of the war with 
Spain, a new anc far-reaching policy, com- 
monly known as “imperialism” or ‘‘expan- 
sion,” is now ving the attention of the 
National Govern:nent, and if ratified by the 
United States ‘Senate will seriously burden 
the wage-workers of our country, thrust upon 
us a large standing army, an aristocratic navy, 
and seriously threaten the perpetuity of our 
Republic;; therefore, be it ; ; 

RESOLVED, That this convention offers its 
protest against any such innovation in our 
system of government, and instructs our offi- 
cers to use every honorable means to secure 
its defeat. 

It was moved to concur in committee’s re- 
port. 

Delegate Donnelly said: We hear a great 
deal about imperialism nowadays. I want you 
to revert back a little more than a hundred 
years, when the leader of our Continental 
smy refused a crown. Imperialism in the 
United States died then. I don’t think that 
trade unions have anything to do with this 
expansion question, except as to the employ- 
ment of contract labor in Hawaii. I want to 
call your attention to Great Britain’s colonial 
policy. We know that the greatness of the 
English nation rests largely in its colonial 
policy, and that expansion has made it what 
it is. Now, what does closer affiliation with 
Great Britain mean? It means that we must 
either come under the wing of that great 
power or put ourselves on an equal footing 
with it. The logical result is that the navy 
and the army must be put on a_ footing 
with that government. We, as working peo- 
ple have about all we can do to look after our 
more vital interests here at home. The very 
first newspaper printed in our newly acquired 
territory was printed by Typographical Union 
men, There is a Typographical Union in 
Hawaii now, and we are getting ready to or- 
ganize one in Havana. I believe that the only 
trade which is now interested in the new co- 
lonial question is the Cigarmakers. That 
trade finds competition in the islands, but I 
believe it is the only one. Contract labor in 
Hawaii is the one thing we need to fight; that 
is all. We have here at home an expansion 


question of our own far greater than that 
which is agitating the Government now. It is 
the expansion of organized labor. There are 
sections (naming industries) here in our own 
country where labor unions are almost un- 
known. 

Delegate Lloyd called attention to the fact 
that the mine operators of Illinois recently 
went into the Southern States and employed 
negroes to take the places of striking miners, 
and used it as an illustration to show that 
peon labor could be imported from the Philip- 
pines if those islands become a part of this 
government. If we go on to annex distant 
territory, with ten millions of semi-barbarians, 
what will the effect be? Once annexed it will 
become a part of our country and will be de- 
pendent upon us. They will then import 
coolie laborers by shiploads to compete with 
American workingmen. That affects me. I'll 
go anywhere to greet a man to our shores, 
but it is another proposition to annex a lot 
of people who are not like us. We bring 
them in, not to govern them, but that they 
may help to govern us. Our President was 
wise when he talked of the dangers that would 
follow from a system of militarism. I am 
willing that we should purchase the freedom 
of the Filipinos. I have visited England and 
France and Germany and seen the effects of 
militarism. Those countries are governed by 
bristling bayonets. I have heard from morn- 
ing till night the rattling of swords. I saw 
sights in Southern Germany that would make 
your blood run cold; women hitched to plows; 
in Belgium women harnessed to canal boats 
was a spectacle that greeted my eyes. God 
save my country from such a condition. Don’t 
forget the perpetuity of our Republic is at 
stake. I don’t believe there is a man in this 
convention who wants to build a navy for 
warfare. What we want is, that if a navy is 
to be built, it be done by union men. I 
never have been in favor of an alliance with 
Great Britain or any other country. It would 
be a sad blow to the workers of both. What 
we want is an alliance of the workers of the 
world, and not the governments. It is time 
we back up our resolutions by active, intelli- 
gent work. Hope that we would serve notice 
on any representative of this country if he 
vote for expansion, annexation or imperialism 
he was the deadly enemy of labor, and we 
would oppose him at the polls. When you 
put clothes on the backs of our own people 
then you will have done something. 

Delegate Kirby opposed the annexing of 
Hawaii, opposed annexation of pauper labor 
to this country; we cannot elevate the inhabi- 
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tants to our standard, but will drag our peo- 
ple down to their level. If the products of 
those countries are brought in, it will remove 
our products from competition. He hoped the 
recommendation of the committee would be 
approved. 

Delegate Max S. Hayes said we cannot af- 
ford to trifle with this question as workers. 
It was a scheme of the politicians to confuse 
them and attract their attention from a ques- 
tion of vital interest to labor. The workers 
of this country have been divided by such 
questions as free trade and high tariff and 
have neglected matters of more import to 
themselves. This is not a question for the 
workers of the United States. This is not an 
economic question; it is a question of plu- 
tocracy. It is the logical result of the present 
capitalistic system. We are not here to pass 
resolutions to help either of the great political 
parties. As trade unionists we should wash 
our hands of this capitalistic proposition and 
having nothing to do with it. 

Delegate Shaffer, rising to a question of per- 
sonal privilege, stated that he presumed Dele- 
gate Donnelly alluded to his organization and 
supposed that he was misinformed and misled 
by others, and further stated that his organi- 
zation was almost solidly organized in the 
South and that he was proud to have the 
honor to say that they have organized a union 
in Johnstown, where other organizations had 
failed to secure a foothold. 

Delegate Kent believed that the coming to- 
gether and rubbing of ideas was of benefit to 
him, and he would go forth with renewed en- 
ergy to do battle in the interest of the wage- 
workers. He was sorry to see in some sec- 
tions of this country a disposition to toady to 
everything that is English. He was not in 
favor of the English policy of colonization. 
He believed in expansion, but not the kind 
in vogue on the other side. He favored send- 
ing an army of schoolmasters to those coun- 
tries. 20,000,000 acres of the land of our 
country are held by aliens. Put a tax on 
these lands for the benefit of our people. In 
France today. a contest is going on between 
the army and the citizens. He hoped we 
would not see such a condition in this country. 

Delegate Cowen said he was a trade union- 
ist, a citizen and a Socialist, and this question 
touched him on all three. The conditions 
since the revolution had materially changed. 
The policy of the British government was 
what he called murder. If civilization had to 
be carried to the heathen at the point of the 
bayonet, then let them die heathens. It was 


not a question of any trade interest. The 
production in this country had become so 
rapid that the manufacturers desired expansion 
to market their surplus products and refused 
the wage-earners an_ eight-hour workday. 
Machinery turns out one-third more pro- 
duct with one-third less labor. With 
annexation we would come in competition 
with a foreign country and the wages of our 
workers would be brought down to their level. 
We should not take the islands from those 
people; they belong to them, and they have 
a right to them. We are so familiar with the 
tramp and hobo that we have become indif- 
ferent, and will become indifferent to imperial- 
ism if we take it up. 

Delegate Furuseth said the resolution 
adopted by the A. F. of L. against Hawaii was 
good. Had the organizations notified their 
Congressmen they didn’t desire the annexa- 
tion of Hawaii it would not have heen done. 
Whatever action was taken on this subject, 
it is important that you do not go to sleep 
afterward. Go back to your locals and send 
letters to your Congressmen. There is a power 
in letters to Congressmen that you haven’t 
used to fullest extent—you haven’t even 
scratched it. He said the encroachment of 
the Chinese in California was an object lesson 
on expansion. The Chinese cannot take the 
place of the printer, but he can take the place 
of the sailor, the baker and others. The em- 
ployers would not have anything to do with 
him socially, but when it comes to getting him 
to work cheap, how industriously they sought 
him. It is unreasonable that islanders living 
in ignorance for 1,000 years can be educated 
in one generation. The American is not going 
to compete with the Malay anywhere. At the 
beginning of the war there was to be no con- 
quered territory. Cuba was to be free. Within 
three months after, ome single success made 
us forget that promise. 

Delegate Mahon said the other side of the 
question has not been touched upon. Expan- 
sion opens markets for our products. The 
same people who stand behind the proposition 
of expansion struck the shackles from the 
American slaves. The opposition to annexa- 
tion was from those people who thought it 
cheaper to abolish chattel slavery and turn 
loose ignorant workers to compete with the 
intelligent. 

President Gompers said the question in- 
volved great danger to the interests of labor. 
During the war a conference was held to con- 
sider the foreign policy of the Government. 
Dewey accomplished the defeat of the Spanish 
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fleet at Manila, and it set the hearts of the 
people aglow. The tyrant immedi- 
ately set to work to enlist the sympathies of 


moneyed 


Immedi- 
ately the cry went forth that where the flag 
went up it must never be taken down. In 
the New York Central Labor Union I 
the declaration that the flag of the country 
should never form the cloak to hide tyranny. 
The policy of 


the people in his selfish interests. 


made 


imperialism and expansion 
should not go any further. 
of Great Bri 
wears the crown. He asked anyone who fa- 


The money power 
ain controls the old 





lady who 


vors the other side to answer any one of the 
statements made in the report. From the day 
that the news was carried into Hawaii, Presi- 
dent Dole was in conference with the sugar 
planters, with the view as to how many land 
certificates should be made out. It was de- 
cided to have 3,000—the planters wanted 6,000. 
About four weeks ago a worker quit work in 
Hawaii. He was arrested and the court de- 
cided he must go back to work; 
he must go to prison. 
organized in 


if he refused 

The type-setters had 
Rico. The union was 
broken, up, the men forced to go to work, and 


Puerto 


the men who organized the union were ex- 


pelled from the island. We are differently 
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situated and peculiarly situated. It is unfair 
Brit- 
England could 
When new territory is ac- 
England a 
new law is passed, The United States has a 


to compare the colonial policy of Great 
ain with the United States. 
act immediately. 


quired or a colony conquered by 


constitution with which law must conform. 
It is no easy matter to amend the United 
States constitution. There is no_ similarity 


between the two governments. If we annex 
the islands we may find a case in which a 
would be 


passed on by the Supreme Court, and would 


contract Filipino is concerned that 
become a precedent affecting American labor. 
The Senate of the United States must ratify 
operative. We 
Senators who are waiting to hear from 
they 
Intermingled here and 


a treaty before it becomes 
know 
the workers of the country, and when 
do they will fight it. 
there you will find Congressmen fighting for 
the people. The Mongolian question of Cali- 
fornia was national labor 
question and the Chinese were excluded from 
our land. 


crystalized into a 


There is more danger involved in 


this question than can be stated in a few 


moments, 
Adjournment at 12:15 until 2 p. m., time 
having been extended. 


FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Treasurer Lennon called the Convention to 
order at 2 o'clock. 
Roll call. 


Absentee: McGuire, Call, Mahon, Filah- 
erty, Henry, Morman, White, O’Neil and 
Reynolds. 


Betchtold 
lating to his own 


stated that 
organization 


Delegate matters re- 
required so 
much attention that he desired to be excused 
from further Teamsters, 
who were endeavoring to form a National or- 
ganization, and suggested that the matter be 
Committee. It 
with the understanding that 


attendance on the 


referred to the Organization 
was so referred 
the committee would appoint one of its mem- 
bers to assist the Teamsters in drawing up 
the constitution. 
The Credential 
following 


Committee submitted the 
report: 

The regularly accredited delegate of the 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen_ being 
called away, the Committee on Credentials 
recommend the seating of Alternate W. 
McCauley. 





On motion the recommendation of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


Delegate McCormick moved that if the dis- 
cussion of the question now before the Con- 
vention was not ended within one hour and 
a half, then a yea and nay vote be taken. 

Discussion on the report of the Committee 
on the President’s Report was continued. 
Delegate Carey believed there was only one 
before the viz.: Private vs. 


issue people. 


public ownership of machinery. You say you 


are opposed to imperialism in the Philip- 


pines; but how about the imperialism in 


\metica as represented by capital? He op- 
posed the exploitation of the land of the Fili 
What of 


remain in 


pinos—it is wrong. your position 


in compelling me_ to competition 


with the machine which has no standard of 


life? It does not need food or clothes. In 
the name of trade unions, say we are against 
the condition in the Philippines. Happiness 


does not consist in possession, but in the grat- 
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ification and realization of desires. The posi- 
tion that we ought to assume is that we are 
opposed to imperialism, whether political or 
economic. It is time we take a position for 
or against the system. A system that pro- 
duces imperialism and exploitation in the 
Philippines is wrong. 

Delegate McNeill said the proposition for 
the establishment of a colonial policy is a 
trade union question because it deals with 
wages; political because it has to be settled 
by legislation. He had a right to belong to 
any political faith without question. He 
agreed fully with the sentiment expressed by 
the Social Democrats. If the trade unionists 
had sent up a concerted protest against ex- 
pansion at its inception it would have been 
defeated. He had no right to ask anyone to 
join any particular political movement. He 
had lived to see the hopes of labor blasted by 
the false promises of politicians. All that 
had been gained had been through oganiza- 
tion. There is nothing you can ask for that 
the trade union does not represent. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved the previous 
question. 

Delegate Donnelly said he hoped they would 
permit him to make an explanation as to his 
position on the question, inasmuch as a dele- 
gate had stated that he had not studied the 
labor question, and desired to make answer 
by saying that he had never injected anything 
into a trade union that would divert the at- 
tention of its members from organization, and 
wished to know if the teeming millions of 
India ever interfered with the union move- 
ment of this country. The President pictured 
the people of the two islands. Should we 
turn these people back to the tyrannical rule 
of Spain? It was for the purpose of not cre- 
ating dissension that he opposed this discus- 
sion. 

Delegate Reid said the people of India did 
interfere with our movement; machinery was 
shipped to that country and coolies were put 
to work, and as result reduced the wages be- 
low a living “standard. What we want is that 
all work done by the government should be 
by union men. 

The recommendations of the committee 
were adopted. 

On resolution No. 5 the committee reports 
favorably. 

President Gompers said he thought it un- 
wise to adopt that proposition at this time. 
We are now at that stage where the prospects 
for the EKight-Hour bill are good. When the 


Je) 
— 


chairman of the Labor Committee was about 
to report on the Eight-Hour bill, he wrote to 
the heads of each department for their opin- 
ion as to the probable results, if it were 
passed. They all expressed opinions adversely 
to the law. <A large lobby representing about 
$500,000,000 was before the committee oppos- 
ing it. A Senator who did his level best to 
pass it, says that the money interests were 
being brought to bear to have him cease his 
efforts to secure its passage. 

Delegate O’Connell said that he agreed with 
President Gompers in regard to taking action 
at this time. He said he was intensely inter- 
ested in securing a thirty days’ leave of ab- 
sence for the employees, and he moved that it 
be referred to the incoming Executive Coun- 
cil to use their best judgment. 

Delegate McCormick stated he was satisfied 
to leave it in the hands of the Executive 
Council. 

Delegate Coy was in favor of the amend- 
ment. 

Delegate O’Connell’s 
adopted. 


amendment was 


The committee reports favorably on resolu- 
tion No. 45. Adopted. 

On resolution No 31 the committee reports 
that legislation was unnecessary, as the mat- 
ter was already covered by law and practice. 

Delegate Fitzgerald moved to non-concur in 
report of the committee. 

President Gompers said he knew of no or- 
ganization of Barbers, other than the National 
Union, to which a charter had been issued. 
When members become employers, it was re- 
quired that they be given honorable with- 
drawal cards. 

Delegate Fitzgerald asked that no charter 
be given an organization composed wholly or 
partly of employers. He opposed the recom- 
mendation of the committee. 

Secretary Morrison stated that the law was 
explicit relative to the matter under discus- 
sion and quoted Section 2 of Article 13. He 
further stated that charters for Federal Labor 
unions were not granted to employers of la- 
bor; and that if there were employers of la- 
eral Labor unions the officers were not aware 
of it. If such a state of affairs existed it 
should be reported, and requested the delegate 
who introduced the resolution to name a un- 
ion which contained members which were em- 
ployers of labor. 

Delegate Fitzgerald stated that the require- 
ments of the Barbers’ Union forced a man to 
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withdraw when he became an employer. There 
where employers were 
unions which 
wage-workers. He cited 
The cart own- 


instances 
with 


have been 


connected Federal Labor 
denied admission to 
the team owners of Syracuse. 
ers in the same city, when the cart drivers 
applied for a charter, entered a protest against 
them. 

Delegate Iennon asked Delegate Fitzgerald 
whether the attention of the officers had been 
called to the matter. Delegate Fitzgerald re- 
plied he thought they had. 

Delegate Lloyd said many of our good mem- 
bers who were blacklisted are compelled to go 
contracting. He thought 
in further legislation. 


there was no use 
Delegate O’Sullivan thought there was no 
use for further legislation upon the subject. 

stated that the officers of 
Labor were very 


Delegate Kirby 
the American Federation of 
strict as to the membership in Federal Labor 
unions. 

The motion to non-concur was defeated, and 
the committee’s report was adopted. 

Delegate Fitzgerald asked that he be re- 
corded as voting against concurrence in com- 
mittee’s report. Request granted. 

On resolution No. 116 the committee rec- 
ommends its adoption. 
stated that if such a 
-d, provision 


President Gompers 
resolution 
made to enable the officers to carry it out. If 
such provision were not made, then the offi- 


should be 





were pa 


cers would have to report back to the next 
convention that they had not complied with 
their instructions. 

Delegate Noonan said he knew the need of 
organization in the South, and if the A. F. 
of L. did not come to their assistance, they 
their organization and 
He said if they 
did not get help, the wages of those in the 
East and North would come down to their 
low scale of wages. The color line cuts quite 
South. In that country we 


could not maintain 


wages, which are very low. 


a figure in the 
have mechanics of both colors, and there is 
where the trouble lies. There are people in 
the South who will not affiliate with colored 
people. 

Delegate Donnelly said there was no system 
atic effort being made to organize in the 
South, and asked if A. F. of L,. 
capita of International and 


was going to 
increase the per 
National 
they could not stand it. A more concentrated 
effort should be made by the National Unions 


Unions at this time. He thought 


in the direction of organization. ‘They should 
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confer with one another and render mutual 


assistance. There are some cities in the 
South which are well organized and in good 
condition. Some scheme should be devised 
whereby the National Unions can concentrate 
their efforts. 

Delegate Mahon said the Executive Council 
had been instructed to send organizers into 
those fields and the money had been provided 
therefor at the last convention by raising the 
per capita tax. 

Delegate Noonan said that in the South they 
had a white negro and black one, too, who 
were working for very small wages. The A. 
Fr. of t. 


‘. must help them out. There was 
child labor in the 


South. The child is at 
The child is 
compelled to support the father and mothei. 


work; the father is at home. 
He hoped his resolution would be adopted. 

Delegate Jahns move to amend hy striking 
out “‘six months” and substituting the words 
“so far as funds are available.” 

Delegate O’Connell said the Southern coun- 
try is a splendid field for organization. The 
suggestion made by Delegate Donnelly was an 
Keep organizers in the field 
and don’t confine their work to one trade ex- 
clusively. 


excellent one. 


Instruct them to assist all callings 
to organize. He was in favor of the amend- 
ment, as it would permit an organizer to re- 
main out longer. 

Delegate Dickens was not in favor of the 
amendment. nothing gained by 
if you don’t teach the South 
to work with you, your wages will be brought 
to their level. In Pennsylvania, we don’t be- 


There was 
being penurious; 


lieve in 27% cents an hour, nor do we believe 
in it in the South. 

Delegate Sullivan said that by sending an 
organizer to the South it would help the te 
tile workers in both the East and South. 





Delegate O'Sullivan said if some steps were 
not taken to organize the workers in .the 
South, Massachusetts will drop back from the 
front rank of 


Union, so far as labor legisla- 


position she occupies in the 
states of the 
tion is concerned. ‘The competition of the 
South will accomplish this result. You can’t 
get legislation in the South unless you create 
a friendly public sentiment through your trade 
union. The A. F. of L,. 


expense of 


cannot complain of 
staff of or 
yvanizers never received a cent for their splen 
did work. 

Delegate 


organization, as its 


Tracy offered the following reso 
lution as a substitute, and moved its adoption: 

RESOLVED, That the Kxecutive Council 
be instructed to arrange with the International 
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and National bodies a system for conducting 

of the work of organization, which will insure 

concentrated action and better results for the 
money expended by the various organizations. 

Delegate Fahey hoped the original resolu- 
tion would pass. 

Delegate Cake thought the movement sug- 
gested too narrow. The suggestions appeared 
to be to countenance the past inactivity. We 
should spend our money to perfect our or- 
ganizations instead of trying to run the Gov- 
ernment at home and abroad, and it would 
show better results. 

Delegate Curry favored sending organizers 
to all sections. 

Delegate Mitchell said there was very little 
difference in either of the propositions, and 
moved the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

On motion the amendments of Delegates 
Tracy and Jahns were adopted and the com- 
mittee’s report, as amended, was concurred in. 

Delegate Warren asked permission to pre- 
sent a resolution which necessitated a_ reply 
by telegram. Request granted. 

WHEREAS, The Druggists’ League for 
Shorter Hours, of New York City, is doing a 
work which will in its results benefit the drug 
trade of the entire country, as the same evil 
conditions, long hours of drug clerks and ac- 
cidental poisoning mistakes in consequence 
thereof, obtain in all cities of the Union; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor, in convention 
assembled, ask our affiliated organizations ev- 
erywhere, as well as organized labor and so 
cial reformers generally, to extend to the 
Druggists’ League for shorter hours every 
aid and co-operation in their power. 

Delegate Warner moved the adoption of the 
resolution. Carried. 

President Gompers called attention to the 
faci that this was the last day in which reso- 
lutions could be introduced. 

Max Morris, for the Committee on Secre- 
tary’s Report, submitted the following: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Eight- 
eenth Annual Convention: 
Gentlemen:—-Your Committee on Secre 

tary’s Report beg leave to submit the fol- 

lowing result of its deliberations: 

We find the Secretary's report to be a most 
comprehensive statement of the affairs of his 
office and to contain many points of valuable 
information. While we note with regret a 
small deficiency in the Federationist, yet it 
must be taken into consideration that the 
American Federation of Labor is limited in 
its scope as to the obtaining ot advertising 
contracts from fair houses. ‘he Federationist, 
containing as it does the monthly financial 
statement of the Secretary and the official no 
tices of the officers, saves the American Fedet 
ation of Labor annually several hundred dol 
lars. 


We recommend that the per capita tax for 
Local and Federal Unions to the American 
Federation of Labor be increased to 5 cents 
per member per month, and that this recom- 
mendation be referred to the Committee on 
Laws. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL B. DONNELLY, Chairman, 
MAX MORRIS, Secretary, 

JOHN M. HUNTER, 

J. R. SPEELMAN, 
JAMES E. FITZGERALD, 
GEORGE F. KENNEY, 
CHARLES F. HAHN. 

Moved by Delegate Gilthorpe that the report 
Adopted. 











be concurred in. 

Delegate Elderkin, for the Committee on 
Labels, submitted the following report: 

Your committee recommends the striking 
out, in resolution No. 46, of all words from 
“not” in the third line of the last resolve to 
“but” in the fourth line of the same resolve. 

On motion, recommendation was adopted. 

On resolution No. 66, committee recom- 
mends its adoption. Concurred in. 

On resolution No. 67, committee recom 
mends that it be referred to the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

Delegate Driscoll moved to amend resolu- 
tion No. 67 by requiring that one member of 
the Executive Council attend to the matter 
personally. Adopted. 


Resolution adopted as amended. 


On resolution 72, committee recommends its 
adoption. Concurred in. 

On resolution No. 79, committee recom- 
mends its adoption. Concurred in. 

On resolution No. 88, the committee rec- 
ommends that owing to the complex nature 
of the resolution they refer it to the con- 
vention without recommendation. 

Committee then withdrew their recommend- 
ation. 

Committee recommends that resolutions Nos. 
44 and 62 be referred to the special commit- 
tee on Universal Label. Recommendation 
adopted. 

On resolution No. 26, committee reports 
that it is already covered by the action of the 
convention on resolution No. 39. 

rhe report of the committee, as amended, 
was adopted 

Delegate Adrian M. Jones submitted the fol- 
lowing report for Committee = on Fraternal 
Delegates 
lo the Officers and Members of the American 

Federation of Labor in Convention \s 

sembled 

Your special committee, to whom was re 
ferred the reports of Fraternal Delegates 
Dunean and Lloyd to the British Trade Union 
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Congress, and Delegate Kidd to the Trades 
and Labor Congress of Canada, beg leave to 
submit the following as their report: es 

It is the opinion of your committee that 
too much praise cannot be given the delegates 
to the British Trades Union for the able man- 
ner in which they fulfilled their mission, and 
the comprehensive report rendered this body. 
We recognize the fact that this interchange 
of delegates is productive of a much desired 
end, namely: the closer relations of the wage 
workers of America with their brethren be- 
yond the water. 

Your committee would respectfully ask the 
adoption of the delegates’ recommendation 1n 
regard to Fraternal Delegates, and request 
that the Executive Council open correspond- 
ence with the British body with a view of 
having our delegates granted the same privil- 
eges as the British delegates to our shores 
that of having a voice a vote in sessions of 
the Congress. 

On the question of International  trade- 
unionism your committee would request that 
the Executive Council enter upon an _ inter- 
change of opinions as to the subject matter 
and pursue such course as in their judgment 
may seem best. 

We cannot close this report without adding 
our mark of attestation to that of the dele- 
gates in regard to the noble work of Lady 
Dilke, and commend her example to the wo- 
men of America for emulation; also that the 
American Federation of Labor convey to Lady 
Dilke a vote of thanks for her efforts in un 
ionizing the working women of Great Britain, 
thereby improving their condition through the 
means of trade unionism. 

Fraternal Delegate Thomas I. Kidd, whom 
this body wisely selected to represent it at the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, is also 
deserving of the thanks of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Being, as he was, the first 
Fraternal Delegate sent to Canada, he has 
paved the way for future delegates and done 
much toward bringing the wage-workers of the 
two countries closer together. We commend 
his report to the individual delegates for their 
careful thought. 

In the matter of organization in Canada, we 
would most heartily endorse the recommend- 
ation of the Executive Council, that a sum of 
not more than $100 be appropriated annually 
to aid the efforts of the Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada. 

Resolution No. 112 








Delegate 





Adrian 
M. 


Jones: 
WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor has observed with pleasure and gratifi- 
cation the growth of good feeling and fra- 
ternal spirit resultant from the interchange of 
delegates with Great Britain and Canada; and 

WHEREAS, We believe the field and scope 
of our cause can be broadened; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That our Fraternal Delegates 
to British Trade Congress be instructed to en 
courage the holding of a grand International 
Trades’ Congress in Paris, France, in the 
year 1900. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
CHARLES T. SMITH, Chairman, 
ADRIAN M. JONES, , Secretary, 
JACOB -J. 3CHMAL 
JOHN WITZE 
FRANK B. MON AGHAN, 


It was moved that the report of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. 

Delegate Doyle desired to know if the La- 
bor Congress of Great Britain requested the 
American Federation of Labor to give their 
thought it 
would be better to permit them to use their 


delegates voice and vote, and 


own judgment. 


Delegate O’Rourke moved to strike out that 
part of the report that instructed the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor to cor- 
respond with the Union Congress of Great 
Britain, requesting them to grant to the 
American Federation of Labor delegates voice 
and vote in their convention. 

Motion to strike out adopted. 

Committee’s report as amended concur- 
red in. 

Delegate Kent, for Committee on Organiza- 
tion, submitted the following report: 

On resolution No. 65 committee reports fa- 
vorably. Adopted. 

On resolution No. 77 committee reports fa 


vorably. Adopted. 


Delegate Cahill, for Committee on Rules, 
submitted the following substitute for resolu- 
tion No. 75: 

We, your Committee on Rules, recommend 
that all questions coming before this conven- 
tion be subject to the rules of the convention 
as heretofore adopted. 

Concurred in. 

Committee on Local or Federated Unions 
reported the following substitute for resolu- 
tion No, 111: : 


RESOLVED, That we condemn the Allen 
law, passed by the Fortieth Legislature of Illi- 
nois, and endorse the gallant stand made by 
the people of Chicago in their efforts to ob- 
tain municipal ownership and operation of 
street railways in behalf of the people, and 
we recommend that the forces of organized 
labor extend them all the aid and assistance 
in their power. 


It was moved that the report of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. : 

Delegate Donnelly thought there was no 
necessity for taking action at the present tim> 
on this question, as the attitude of the A. F. 
of L. was already known on the matter. In 
Chicago he understood the question was a po- 
litical one. 

Delegate Woodbury said that street railway 
franchises was not a partisan political ques- 
tion in the city of Chicago, and was opposed 
to dropping the fight of the people. 

Delegate Doyle said the newspaper trust of 
Chicago had very little to say regarding the 
fight going on there at this time. 
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Delegate Elderkin stated the question in- 
volved was in the principles as found in the 
preamble of constitutions of all A. F. of L. 
bodies, and advocated the municipal owner- 
ship of street railways. 

Delegate O'Rourke moved the adoption of 
the report as amended. Carried. 


Delegate Kent, for the Committee on Or 
ganization, submitted the following report: 


On resolution No. 65 committee reports fa 
vorably. Report adopted. 

On resolution No. 77 committee reports fa- 
vorably. Report adopted. 

Resolution No. 120—By Delegate Tobin: 

RESOLVED, That in view of the oft re 
peated attacks of employers upon the Boot and 
Shoe Workers’ Union, because of alleged ar 
bitrary demands by the union, the American 
Federation of Labor makes public the follow- 
ing agreement as the basis upon which the Boot 
and Shoe Workers’ Union is prepared to do 
business, either with or without the use of 


” 


the “union stamp”: 





AGREEMENT. 


3etween the W. L. Douglas Shoe Company of 
Brockton, Mass., and the Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union, to remain in force three 
years from November 1, 1898. All differ- 
ences to be settled by arbitration. 
Agreement entered into this 26th day of Oc 
tober, A. D. 1898, by and between the W. L. 
Douglas Shoe Company, of Brockton, Mass., 
shoe manufacturer, party of the first part, and 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, party of 
the second part, witnesseth: 


First—The party of the first part agrees 
that it will employ as boot and shoe workers 
in its factory in Brockton none but members 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union in good 
standing. 





Second-—That it will not employ any mem- 
ber of the Root and Shoe Workers’ Union, or 
any other person as a boot and shoe worker, 
who is objectionable to said Union, either on 
account of being in arrears for dues or for 
any other cause, after receiving notice of the 
objection by some authorized agent of the 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, or local un- 
ion or unions. 

Third—That it will not hinder or obstruct 
the collectors of said union working in its 
factory in the performance of their duties of 
collecting the dues of the members of said un- 
ion due to the respective local unions. 

Fourth-—That it will not cause or allow 
the union stamp, which will be supplied to 
it by the party of the second ‘part, as part of 
its agreement, to be placed on any goods not 
made in the factory for which the use of the 
union stamp was granted. 

Fifth—The party of the second part, or its 
deputy, shall at all times be allowed to visit 
the factory on business connected with the 
union stamp. 

Sixth—The party of the second part may 
present to the party of the first part, a bill of 
prices of the local union or unions, which, if 
it cannot be agreed upon, shall be referred to 


the State Board in the manner provided in 
paragraph 


Seventh—-The party of the second part 
agrees to supply to the party of the first part 
its union stamp; and that in making prices 
with the party of the first part, no additional 
price shall be made for the use of the stamp, 
which shall be furnished to the party of the 
first part free of charge; nor shall any dis 
crimination be made hetween the party of 
the first part and other firms, persons or cor 
porations who may enter into an agreement 
with the party of the second part for the use 
of the union stamp. 

Kighth—-That all reasonable efforts shall be 
made by the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union 
to advertise the union stamp in the public 
press, trade journals, labor unions, labor con 
ventions and otherwise, and to use every exer 
tion to create a demand for the union stamped 
goods among consumers. 

Ninth—That they will furnish to the party 
of the first part, when and as often as it may 
be required, all boot and shoe workers desired 
by the party of the first part. 

Tenth—That the right of the party of the 
first part to use the union stamp shall be im no 
way affected by any action of a local union 
or unions, or by the fact that one or more 
local unions has withdrawn from or been dis 
missed from the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Un 
ion. 

Eleventh—Both said parties agree to adjust 
in an honest and equitable manner all griev- 
ances of whatever nature, and all matters of 
dispute in reference to wages or any other 
subject, including the true construction of 
this agreement, that may arise between them, 
and in case of failure to mutually adjust any 
dispute or grievance, the party of the first 
part and the members of the department or de- 
partments where such dispute or grievance 
shall arise, shall join, in the manner provided 
by statute, in an application to the Massa- 
peer tts State Board of Arbitration for a de- 
‘ision on the matters or matter in dispute, and 
the decision of said Board shall be bind- 
ing upon the party of the first part, the party 
of the local unions and employes. 

Twelfth—A general officer of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers Union may join with the parties 
to an application to said Board, and should 
department he affected by a dispute, the joint 
council to which the local unions represented 
in the factory are attached may also join with 
the parties to the application. A general 
officer may act as the authorized agent of the 
employes in the application in any case to 
the State Board. 

Thirteenth—While this agreement remains 
in force, there shall be no strike declared by 
any person or persons for any cause, pretext 
or excuse whatsoever in the factory of the 
party of the first part, nor shall the party 
of the first part, for any cause, pretext or 
excuse whatsoever, cause a lockout against 
any of its employes. The party of the first 
part shall suffer no interruption of business 
during the decision of any dispute or griev- 
ance. 

Fourteenth—This agreement shall remain in 
force for three years from November, 1, 1808. 
Should either party desire to alter, amend or 
annul this agreement, it shall give a written 
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notice thereof to the other party/three months 
before the expiration of the agreement, and 
if the parties fail to give such notice, the 
agreement shall continue in force for another 
year and so on from year to year, until such 
such notice is given. 


Fifteenth--In case the party of the first part 
violates the terms of this agreement, directly 
or indirectly (which may be a matter of dis- 
pute to he referred to the State Board of 
Arbitration), the party of the second part 
shall have the right to demand and receive 
from the party of the first part the stamp or 
stamps delivered to it by the party of the 
second part under this agreement, and to take 
the stamp or stamps wherever the same may 
be, without being liable to any claim for dam- 
ages or otherwise. The party of the first part 
agrees that it will surrender said union stamp 
or stamps on the termination of this agree- 
ment or upon the decision of the State Board 
that it has violated its terms, and that it will 
make no contest against the party of the 
second part upon the question of the owner- 
ship of said stamp or stamps, but the party 
of the second part shall be treated and recog- 
nized as the owner of the same. 

Sixteenth—No person shall have the right 
to demand or receive said union stamp from 
the narty of the first part, except the Gen- 
eral President of the Boot and Shoe Workers 
Union, or some person, duly authorized bv 
him in writing to receive the same, which 
authorization shall be signed hy the General 
President and bear the seal of the organiza- 
tion, as affixed hereto. In case the party of 
the first part shall be unable from any cause 
to deliver the said stamp to the party of the 
second part, or whoever may hold the office 
of General President of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers Union, or to the person properly 
authorized by him to receive the said stamp, 
the party of the first part shall be liable to 
the partv of the second part, or to the party 
who holds the office of General President, in 
the sum of $200, to be recovered by the party 
of the second part, or whesoever may hold the 
office of General President of said union, in 
an action of contract against the party of the 
first part as liquidated damages. 

Seventeenth—In case the party of the first 
part shall cease to do business, or shall trans- 
fer interest, or any part thereof, to any other 
person or persons or incorporations, — this 
agreement shall be ended, and the stamp shall 
be returned to the General President. And 
in the event of a change in the membership 
of any firm who shall have entered into this 
agreement, this agreement shall be ended, and 
the_union stamp returned to the General Pres- 
ident, when a new agreement of similar tenor 
as this may be entered into. 

(Signed) 

WwW. ti Songs Mi: iL, AS SHOE CO., 
L. Douglas, President. 

WORKERS UNION, 
Tobin, Gen’l President. 
General Secretary-Treas. 


BOOT & SHOE 

John F. 

Horace M. Eaton, 
(Seal.) 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 121.—By Delegate Charles 





Dold: 
WHEREAS, The Piano Makers and Piano 
Varnish Finishers have adopted a label the 


color of which is pink, to designate a union 
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instrument from that of a non-union instru- 
ment; and 

WHEREAS, Said label has been endorsed 
by the Chicago F. of L. and the State F. 
of L. of Ilinois; 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. hereby 
endorse the label of the Piano Makers and 
Piano Varnish Finishers Union. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 122. 
egation. 

WHEREAS, The Cigar Manufacturers’ As 
sociation of New York City have combined in 
a conspiracy not to employ members of the 
Cigarmakers International Union; these em- 
ployers encourage tenement house and child 
labor, and sometimes convict labor, the pro 
duct being placed on the market as being made 
by skilled labor, and frequently attempts are 
made to make it worse by the use of a fraudu- 
lent label; and 

WHEREAS, When these conditions are min- 
imized in their injurious effects, through the 
tance of organized labor, new methods are 
resorted to by unscrupulous employers in im- 
posing a strike or inaugurating a lockout, de 
signed only to create discontentment among 
the wage earners. The latest addition to this 
class of cigar manufacturers is Carl Upman, 
of New York, who has locked out 400 union 
cigarmakers, reducing wages 30 per cent, and 
in place of skilled labor, is now employing 
young girls to operate machines, the outnut of 
which is distributed in every section of the 
lnited States. Successful under union condi- 
tions for twelve years, this millionaire em- 
ployer and heartless representative of a cruel 
class of cigar manufacturers, has declared he 
will no longer employ union labor; be it there- 
fore 

RESOLVED, That the 
of Tabor, in convention assembled, will make 
known to the various National and Interna- 
tional Unions, and- all bodies affiliated there- 
with, the unfair and unjust treatment of Carl 
Upman to his employes; be it further 

RESOLVED, That all honorable means be 
pursued to induce the unionizing of the cigar 
factories of this country and promoting a 
greater demand for the union label. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 123.—By 
Dernell: 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative. Commit- 
tee of the American Federation of Labor shall, 
under the direction of the Executive Council, 
take in charge the work to prevent the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of the Paris Peace Commis- 
sioners by the United States Senate. 
President’s Re- 


By Cigar makers’ del 








American Federation 









Delegate John C. 


Referred to Committee on 
port. 

Resolution No. 124.—By Delegate Noonan: 

RESOLVED, That in order to carry out 
the provisions of resolutions already adopted 
regarding the apportionment of organizers in 
the Southern and Inter-Mountain States an 
assessment of 2 cents be and is hereby levied 
upon each organization (other than central 
bodies) for each member in good standing at 
this time, and that this assessment be paid to 
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the A. F. of L. office on or before April 1, 
1899. 
Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 125.—By Delegates John 
Fahy. T. L. Lewis, John Mitchell and John 
M. Hunter: 


WHEREAS, The laborer is worthy of his 
hire, therefore the dollar he earns should be 
the best the sun shines on; it should be worth 
a hundred cents, and be a legal tender in any 
market of the world, and he should have the 
free and untrammeled American privilege of 
spending it whenever and wherever he wishes; 
and 

WHEREAS, There is now in_ existence 
throughout the country, and especially at and 
around coal mines, a method known as the 
Company Store System, whereby the laborer 
is denied his hire, and is by his employer com- 
pelled to accept, at exorbitant prices, an in- 
ferior grade of goods, “company store truck,” 
instead of cash for his labor; and 

WHEREAS, The operation of this perni- 
cious system is working great hardship upon 
many hundred thousands of our people, and in 
its effect is responsible, directly and_ indi- 
rectly, for practically one-half of the friction, 
disputes and troubles that have arisen he- 
tween miners and their employers; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor 
call upon Congress to enact an effective law 
so far reaching in its provisions as to wipe 


,completely out of existence the cruel and de- 


grading company store system. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 126.—By Delegate James H. 
Sullivan: 

WHEREAS, Wood Workers’ Unions Nos. 
6 and 9 of Baltimore have instituted a move- 
ment to establish a nine-hour day and abolish 
the piece system. While nearly all the firms 
involved in the strike conceded to the demands, 
the F. X. Gauter Company vigorously op- 
posed them, thus jeopardizing the success of 
the movement in the other factories; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the F. X. Gauter Com- 
pany be declared unfair and placed upon the 
“We Don’t Patronize List’? of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 127.—By Delegate James G. 
Cain: 

RESOLVEL That the incoming Executive 
Council be and hereby is instructed to use 
every effort to secure the following amendment 
to our copyright law; ‘‘Provided, that in the 
case of a book, photograph, engraving, etching, 
chromo or lithograph, the same shall be printed 
from type set within the limits of the United 
States, or from plates made therefrom, or 
from negatives, or from engraved or etched 
plates, or drawing on stone, made within the 
limits of the United States, or from transfers 
made therefrom, and the importation of the 
same is prohibited.” 





Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 128.—By 
tional Typographical Union: 

RESOLVED, That the boycott on the firm 
of Hudson, Kimberly & Co. of Kansas City, 
Mo., be endorsed and the officers be instructed 
to notify the officials of the Government of 
Oklahoma. 


Delegates Interna- 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resoiution No. 129.—By Delegates Don- 
nelly, O’Rourke, Cain and Morrison: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor hereby reaffirms its position that 
party politics, whether they be Democratic, 
Republican, Socialistic, Populistic, Prohibition 
or any other, shall have no place in the con- 
ventions of the American Federation of La- 
bor; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor recommends to its’ International, 
National and local organizations continued and 
increased discussion of economic questions in 
their conventions and union meetings. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 130.—By Delegate M. F. 
Bradley: 

WHEREAS, The Hudson-Kimberly Publish- 
ing Company, of Kansas City, Mo., has for a 
number of years been an enemy to oreanized 
abor, and has made an incessant fight against 
the organized printing trades in this and 
other cities; and 
“REAS, Typographical Union No. 80 
and Kansas City Industrial Council have de- 
clared a boycott against the Hudson-Kimberly 
Publishing Company; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor hereby endorses the action of Typo- 
graphical Union No. 80 and the Industrial 
Council of Kansas City, Mo. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 





Resolution No. 131.—By 
White: 

WHEREAS, New York Local No. 1, of the 
National Alliance granted to one of its mem- 
bers an honorary withdrawal card while he 
was working in Denver, and which is against 
the interest " said union; and 

WHEREA The said party refuses to either 
quit working ink non-union men, or re-affiliate 
with his union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, As the sense of the A. F. of 
L.., in convention assembled, that such action 
on the part of New York Local No. 1, of the 
National Alliance, and Mr. Frank Bassett 1n 
so working, is contrary to all the fundamental 
principles as laid down by the A. F. of 


Delegate John W. 


Referred to Committee on Grievances. 


Resolution No. 132.—By Delegate John W. 
White: 


WHEREAS, The members of Denver Local 
No. 7, of the N. A. T. S. E., are locked out 
by the management of the Tabor Grand 
Opera House and the Broadway Theater, in 
Denver; therefore, be it 

‘SOLVED, That the boycott of Denver 
No. 7, of the N. A., and endorsed by 
the National Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
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ployes, be endorsed by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 133.—By Delegate Max Mor- 
ris: 

Moved, that it is the sense of this Conven- 
tion that the action of this body in substituting 
(for the resolution of John Kirby concerning 
the gold standard) a resolution reaffirming all 
the former declarations of the A. F. of L,. 
relating to the principle of bi-metallism, does 
not in any degree mean the abondonment of 
that principle by the A. F. of L., but means 
that it is so strongly entrenched in the labor 
movement that it is not necessary at this time 
to debate the question. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 134.—By Delegate Geo. F. 
Kenney: 

RESOLVED, That no printed matter or 
communications be received by the A. F. of 
L., unless it bears the Allied Trades Label, 
and that all officers and members be cau- 
tioned against having their printing done with- 
out the Allied Trades Label. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


The following telegrams were read: 
Washington. D. C., December 14, 1898. 
Frank Morrison, Secretary American Federa- 

tion of Labor, Kansas City, Mo.: 

Prison bill has been recast. Southwick and 
Cochran bills made one, prohibiting the carry- 
ing of goods from one state to another, and 
requiring the branding of same as a means 
of punishing violation of law, has been re- 
ported. Will be called up at first opportu- 
nity, says Gardiner. GEORGE CHANCE 


Atlanta, Ga., December 15, 1898. 

Sam’! Gompers, President A. F. of L., Kan- 
sas City, Mo.: 

Atlanta Federation of Trade declined to 

enter Peace Jubilee parade today; reason, 

colored delegates were excluded; color line 
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not drawn in labor organizations in the 
South. 
JEROME JONES, 
H. F. GARRETT, 
E. M. HAG GARTY, 
Committee. 


Columbus, O., December 14, 1898. 
Samuel Gompers Kansas City, Mo.: 
In behalf of citizens of this city I invite 
Federation to hold its next meeting here. 
SAMUEL L. BLACK, Mayor. 


Detroit, Mich., December 12, 1898. 
Samuel Gompers Kansas City, Mo.: 
Detroit business men and unionists want 
you in ’99. Please help us. 
O. A. BIERCE, Secretary 


Milwaukee, Wis., December 15, 1898. 
Frank Morrison, Secretary Aagatenn Federa- 
tion of Labor, Kansas City, Mo. 

You can rest assured that the " people of 
Milwaukee generally hope that the Federation 
will honor us with the next year’s conven- 
tion. We will make every effort here by 
co-operation to assist in making your session 
here a success. 

MAYOR D. S. ROSE, 
MERCHANTS AND MANUFAC. 
TURERS ASSOCIATION. 
CITIZENS BUSINESS LEAGUE 


December 14. 
American 


Columbus, O., 

Hon. Samuel Gompers, President 
Federation of Labor, Kansas City: 
The Columbus Board of Trade warmly ex- 
tends invitation to your organization to hold 
its next annual meeting in our city. Our 
Auditorium is at your disposal without cost, 

and hospitable treatment generally assured. 

JOHN Y. BASSELL, Sec’y. 


Galveston, Tex., December 14, 1808. 
Convention American Federation of Labor, 
Kansas City, Mo.: 
Galveston Labor Council sends you greeting 
for a successful convention. 
T. W. DEE, President. 


Convention adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 


FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 9 
a.m. by President Gompers. 

Rell cai’. 

Absentees: Garrity, Perigny, Grant, Hayes, 
Carey, Rife, Noonan, Fahey, Smith, Jahns, 
Cowan, Brush, Plieman, Henry, Morman, 
Snedegar, White (J. W.), Reynolds, Simpson, 
Steadman and Rombold. 

The reading of the m‘nutes was dispensed 
with. 

The fotlewing letter was read: 

To the American Federation of Labor, Kansas 


City, Mo.: 
Gentlemen—The Liggett & Meyers Tobacco 


Company, of St. Louis, begs to present to the 
officers and delegates to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, the accompanying package of 
Star tobacco—not made by a trust. Very truly, 
LIGGETT & MYERS TOBACCO CO. 
Accepted with thanks. 


Delegate O’Connell requested permission to 
read a telegram received from the officers of 
the Local Machinists’ union in Washington, 
D. C., informing him that a bill had been intro- 
duced to pay the machinists for their over 
time. 


Request granted. 


XU 
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Moved by Delegate O’Connell that the Legis- 
lative Committee at Washington be instructed 
to use their best efforts to secure its pas- 
sage. Adopted. 

Delegate McCormick, for Committee on 
Laws, made the following report: 

On Resolution No. 4, that it be referred 
to Committee on Universal Label. 


Carried. 


On Resolution No. 39, that it be referred 
to Committee on Organization. Carried. 

Delegate Kent, for Committee on Organiza- 
tion, submitted the following report: 

On Resolution No. 55, your Committee re- 
ports favorably upon said resolution, amended 
to read as follows: 

RESOLVED, That all applications for affili- 
ation with the American Federation of Labor 
coming from any branch or department of the 
textile industry, provided they do not properly 
come under the jurisdiction of other Natidnal 
organizations, shall be referred to the National 
Union of Textile Workers of America for final 
disposition; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the aforesaid National 
Union of Textile Workers of America shall be 
the proper source to determine what branch 
or department of the textile industry is within 
the jurisdiction of said National Union of 
Textile Workers of America. 


Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 89 the committee re- 
ports favorably. 

Delegate Cowen asked whether, if the reso- 
lution passed, a steam engineer would have to 
withdraw from the Machinists’ Union. 


Delegate O’Connell stated that the Machin- 
ists union did not want men who should be- 
long to another organization. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
adopted. 

Delegate Elderkin, for the Committee on 
Labels and Boycotts, reported as follows: 

On Resolution No. 119 the committee re- 
ports favorably. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 114 the committee re- 
ports favorably. Adopted. 

Delegate Bechtold stated that the Brewery 
Workers local in Chicago had been refused a 
seat in the Chicago Federation of Labor. 

On Resolution No. 114, committee recom- 
mend favorable action. 

Recommendation adopted. 


On Resolution No. 108, committee recommend 
reaffirming the boycott on Donohue & Henne- 
berry, printers, of Chicago, and on W. B. 
Conkey & Co., of Hammond, Ind., recom- 
mended that it be referred to the incoming 
committee of the Executive Council. 


Delegate Morrison moved to amend the Com- 
mittee’s report by striking out the commit- 
tee’s recommendation on the W. B. Conkey 
Co., and insert after the word “Chicago” the 
words “and W. B. Conkey & Co., of Ham- 
mond, Ind.,” so that it will read as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the boycott on the firms 
of Donohue & Hennebrry, printers, of Chicago, 
and W. B. Conkey & Co., printers, of Ham- 
mond, Ind., be reaffirmed. 

Delegate O’Sullivan submitted the following 
amendment to the amendment: 

That the incoming Executive Council be re- 
quested to issue a circular to local or central 
labor bodies, requesting that they do every- 
thing possible to prevent the purchase of pro- 
ducts of the firms of Donohue & Henneberry, 
and Conkey & Co., by their respective local 
school authorities have the power to make 
such purchases. 

Delegate O’Sullivan’s amendment was 
adopted. 

Delegate Morrison’s amendment as amended, 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 118, as amended was adopted. 


On Resolution No. 103 the committee sub- 
mitted the following substitute and  recom- 
mended its adoption: 

WHEREAS, The American and Continental 
Tobacco Companies, by the employment of 
cheap and unorganized labor, and_ through 
their unprecedented efforts to control the 
tobacco trade, thereby making it extremely dif- 
ficult to organize the tobacco workers; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all trade 
unionists. wherever found, to buy no tobacco 
unless it be made by the firms who employ un- 
ion workers and bear the Tobacco Workers 
union label. 

Delegate Mahon moved to concur in report 
of committee. 

Delegate Miller desired the convention to 
understand that the Liggett & Myers Company 
was the only large tobacco manufacturers not 
connected with the tobacco trust; that it was 
arrayed Against the trust and was the firm 
friend of organized labor, and thought the 
name of the firm should remain in the resolu- 
tion. He therefore moved to amend the 
name of Liggett & Myers be placed in the 
resolution. 

Delegate O’Connell opposed the amendment 
on the ground it would discriminate against 
the interests of the tobacco workers who are 
organized and employed in other factories. 


Delegate Witzel was opposed to the amend- 
ment and was opposed to inserting the name 
of any firm in the resolution. 

Delegate Elderkin favored the report of the 
committee. 








Delegate White said he hoped the resolution 
reported by the committee; 
that Liggett & Myers could be recognized later 
on, 


would pass as 


The report of the committee was adopted. 
Lewis, for the Committtee on Ex- 
Council's submitted the fol 


Delegate 
ecutive 
lowing: 


Report, 


To the Officers and Representatives of the A. 

*. of L., in Convention assembled: 

We, the undersigned committee, appointed to 
examine the annual report of the Executive 
Council, submit the following for your con- 
sideration: ‘ 

(1) With reference to legislation, 
estly approve of the work of the Executive 
Council in directing legislation in behalf of 
the laboring people, and recommend their ac 
tion in selecting Mr. George Chance to assist 
Mr. Furuseth as a_ Legislative Committee- 
man at the National Capital. 

Adopted. 


we earn- 


During the reading of the of the 
Committee on Council’s Report, 
Delegate Cable was called to the chair. 


report 
Executive 


In regard to the dispute between Brother- 


hoods of Painters and Decorators the following 
submitted by the 
Executive Council and approved by the Com- 
mittee: 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators of America, with headquarters 
at Baltimore, Md., decided at their general 
convention at Buffalo, N. Y., March 16, 1898, 
to accept the resolutions adopted by the Exec 
utive Council, February 21, 1898, providing 
for a Conference Committee to arrange terms 
of amalgamation between the two conflicting 
organizations of painters, and appointed a 
Conference Committee for that purpose. 

WHEREAS, The seceding body of painters, 
with headquarters at Lafayette, Ind., has de 
cided, by a general vote of its members, not 
to appoint a Conference Committee, and de 
clined to accept the resolutions sent them by 
the Executive Council; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we recognize the Broth- 
erhood of Painters and Decorators of America, 
with headquarters at Baltimore, Md., as the 
regular organization properly affiliated with 
the A. F. of L., and the organization of 
painters with headquarters at Lafayette, Ind., 
as a seceding body from the regularly recog- 
nized body known as the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators of America; and 

RESOLVED, That we request all unions 
and central bodies affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., to cease giving any encouragement, 
countenance, or assistance to any local union 
of the seceding body of painters with head- 
quarters at Lafayette, Ind., nor shall the lat- 
ter order be allowed representation in any 
central body affiliated with the A. F. of L. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council, 
in adopting these resolutions, does so only as 
a last alternative, after making every honor- 


recommendation has been 


able endeavor to bring about amalgamation or 
unity of the two 
is firmly 
the disposition of 


Painters’ organizations, and 
convinced that it is not at present 
the seceding Painters’ or- 
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ganization, with headquarters at Lafayette, 
Ind., to agree to any arrangement that does 
not involve the stultification of the parent 
body of painters now affiliated with the A. F. 
oO hee 

Moved that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 
Doyle stated the question was of 
movement 


Delegate 
importance to the general labor 
throughout the country; and that when work- 
ingmen’s organizations were known as individ- 
ual factions it was bad for the labor move- 
ment. It was important that the Convention 
should take some immediate action to remedy 
this matter. He was speaking for the Central 
bodies of his city, and this question affected 
them seriously. Let a grievance come before 
a central body, let the result be what it may, 
it was felt by labor throughout the country. 
He opposed any resolution that would divide 
a body of organized workingmen. The passage 
of this which declares that 5,000 
men of Chicago are not trade 
wrong, for he knew the contrary to be true. 
Their organization is legitimate, they have a 
scale of wages, carry a card and obey all re- 


resolution, 
unionists, is 


quirements made of union men. 

stated that the committee 
had _ invited known as the seceding 
section to appear before it. Mr. Barrett re- 
sponded, but desired the committee to conduct 
rules of his 


Delegate Lewis 


what is 


the investigation certain 
dictation, which the committee declined to do. 
Another representative of the same faction de- 
manded that members- of the other should be 
forever barred from the union. The commit- 
propositions and 


upon 


tee could not accept these 
submitted the report under consideration in the 


interest of harmony. 


painters of 
The painters 


Delegate Woodbury said the 
Chicago were good union men. 
affiliated Building Trades Council of 
Chicago were of the Barrett faction, and sup- 
posed the same conditions there existed in all 


with the 


parts of the country. He suggested that fur- 
ther granted so that the officers of 
the American effect a 
settlement, and if that could not be done, let 


time be 
Federation of Labor, 
the faction now represented step out and let 
them back thought the 
whole question should be heard by the Con- 


come together. He 
vention before taking the position advised by 
the resolution. 

Dold 
privilege of the 


moved that Mr. Barrett be 
granted the floor. He said 
Delegate Sullivan was on the inside and had 
facility for Bar- 
rett had not. 


Delegate 


every being heard, and Mr. 
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Delegate Sullivan said he had no better op- 
portunity for being heard than Mr. Barrett. 

Delegate Cake opposed the motion to hear 
Mr. Barrett, as he had been given a hearing at 
all times before the Executive Council and 
the committee. 

Delegate Fitzgerald had confidence in any 
committee which had considered the matter 
and was in favor of the report of the com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Dold said the question was of such 
moment that it should be placed fairly before 
the Convention. He would abide by the de- 
cision of the Convention. He declared the so- 
called Barrett faction had two members to one 
of the other. If the Convention permits out- 
siders to address it, it was just that those di- 
rectly interested in the labor movement should 
be heard. 


Delegate Shaffer said he had the utmost 
confidence in the desire of the committee to do 
just work, He had information he thought, 
which was not in possession of the committee. 
He had heard that Messrs. Elliott and Barrett 
had both expressed a desire to step down and 
out, and thought that if Mr. Barrett were 
given a hearing the difficulty could be amicably 
adjusted. 

Delegate Lennon stated that, as the Execu- 
tive officer of the Tailors’ Union, he had re- 
ceived communications from many cities, de- 
ploring the condition existing in this respect. 
He thought the factions should be given until 
May 14 to settle their differences. 

Delegate McGuire declared that for five 
successive conventions this matter had been 
before the body. By our procrastinations we 
have strengthened the Barrett or contesting 
faction and weakened the one affiliated with 
the A. F. of L. In behalf of peace, in the 
interest of harmony, the Executive Council 
had patiently heard this case. He was op- 
posed to extending time for settlement of 
this question beyond March 1, but thought it 
would be best to settle now for all time. 

Delegate Sullivan was not opposed to grant- 
ing Mr. Barrett the privilege of stating his 
case to the Convention, but did not think it 
would result in good. He denounced the pub- 
lication issued by the Barrett faction and de- 
clared its utterances were false. He stated 
that at the Buffalo Convention all the officers 
resigned their positions, and did not wish a 
reelection. If the men holding official posi- 
tions in the Barrett faction will relinquish 
their positions we will affiliate with them. Our 
Boston unions, are the equal of any, even that 


of Chicago. He hoped the two organizations 
would get together on the proposition of the 
yxecutive Council. If the other side would 
do that, they would join with them. The 
claim has been made that they outnumber us 
two to one. If that is so they can elect all 
the officers and control the organization, and 
the men he represented would be true and 
loyal. 

Delegate Shaffer asked Delegate Sullivan if 
he had any reason to believe, if Mr. Barrett 
were permitted to come before the Conven- 
tion, he would not make a proposition to amal- 
gamate. 

Delegate Sullivan replied that he did not op 
pose granting Mr. Barrett the privilege of the 
floor. 

Delegate Mahon asked if Mr. Elliott had re- 
fused to resign. Delegate Sullivan replied that 
he had not. 

Delegate O’Brien thought the committee’s 
report was one of the fairest ever offered in 


cases of this character. At Nashville it was 
ordered that the matter be taken in hand by 
the Executive Council. Mr. Barrett said his 


members refused to accept the proposition. 
The committee did their utmost to bring 
about harmony. Mr. Barrett offered to give 
up all the offices except that of Treasurer. He 
wanted that for himself. He refused to accept 
the propositions offered. It is the Convention’s 
own fault that the matter had not been settled 
long ago. The American Federation of Labor 
should back up its rulings, and it would avoid 
trouble of this character. 

Delegate Duncan said that union men in 
convention do not give recalcitrant members 
the consideration they have received at the 
hands of this Convention. He reviewed the 
past action of the American Federation of 
Labor on the matter. The Baltimore faction 
had paid all dues and assessments and had been 
in good standing at all times. The failure of 
the Convention to dispose of the mattter defin- 
itely at previous sessions is the cause of all 
the trouble at this time. He wanted it decided 
now. The report of the committee he declared 
was fair. 

President Gompers favored hearing Mr. 
Rarrett. Every man who has had interviews 
with Mr. Barreet on this question is con- 
vinced that Mr. Barrett was wrong. He wanted 
the delegates to hear Mr. Barrett and let him 
convince them he was in the wrong. 

President Gompers moved that Mr. Barrett 
be granted the floor for a period of twenty 
minutes, and that an additional ten minutes 
thereafter be devoted to asking Mr. Barrett 
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questions relative to the matter under distus- 
sion. Adopted. 

Mr. Barrett came forward and said he felt 
very proud to appear before the A. F. of 
L. He stated that Mr. Sullivan had not 
answered questions put to him before the 
committee. He said he represented the El- 
liott faction, and declared that the call for 
a special convention of the Painters’ Union, 
which he claimed was turned down by Dele- 
gate Sullivan, was legal. He declared the 
Chicago union was not the only large one they 
had. We have taken sixty-seven unions from 
you since January 1. We have opened our 
treasury and made presents in an effort to 
help you out. During the strike in Indiana- 
polis we offered to expel men from our unions 
who went to work there. I notified all our 
members they must not go to work there 
during the strike. 

Delegate Driscoll asked Mr. Barrett: Did 
you admit sixty-seven locals since January last, 
and are they connected with the central trades 
in said city? 

Answer: Yes, when in said city a central 
trade exists. 

Delegate O’Brien asked Mr. Barrett if he 
met Mr. Gompers in Indianapolis. 

Mr. Barrett said he met President Gompers 
there and he told him the instructions of the 
convention did away with the resolutions of 
the Executive Council. 

President Gompers asked him why he did 
not submit the Executive Council’s recom- 
mendation. “Did you not say to me that you 
would only consider it when you received a 
communication from Mr. Kneeland?” 

President Gompers desired to know if he 
did not refuse to submit the Executive Coun- 
cil’s recommendation. He replied by asking 
President Gompers if he had not told him the 
instructions to the committee did not do away 
with the resolutions of the A. F. of L. 


President Gompers wanted to know if he did 
not say he would refuse to abide by or 
submit the resolutions to his unions. He re- 
plied by asking if he had not been told the in- 
structions to committee did not do away with 
the resolutions of the Executive Council. 

President Gompers asked him if he did not 
meet him in Lafayette and ask him to submit 
the resolutions to his Executive Board. He 
answered in the affirmative. 

3y President Gompers : “Did you not reply 
that you would not?” “Yes,” answered Mr. 
Barrett. 


Q. Did you not say you would not meet any 
one to discuss the question of unity or amalga- 
mation of the Painters organizations? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You sent telegrams. Were not telegrams 
received by you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you not a member of what is 
known as the Elliott faction? 

A. I was a member at that time. 

Q. When did you withdraw? 

A. About March 15, 1895. 

$y Delegate Mills: Was there ever a con- 
certed movement made by the faction to 
which you belong in the direction of an amal- 
gamation ? 

A. No, sir. 

By Delegate McGuire: Did you say that you 
admitted sixty-seven organizations since last 
January? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In your official publication ninety un- 
ions appear in the roster of your union. 

A. We have lost about twenty unions. 

Q. Did your circulars go through the usual 
channels? 

A. No. 

By Delegate Fitzgerald: Did not the presi- 
dent of the Elliott faction say he was in favor 
of stepping down and out? 

A. No. 

Q. Has the Elliott faction refused terms of 
amalgamation since February 21, 1898? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you believe the Lafayette faction will 
affiliate on lines proposed by the Executive 
Council? 

A. That will have to be left to the member- 
ship. 

Q. Will you permit a member of the Execu- 
tive Council to submit the proposition to your 
members? 

A. That will have to be left to the mem- 
bers. : 

By President Gompers: Has the Lafayette 
faction refused to amalgamate? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is your body prepared to agree to a basis 
of amalgamation at the present time? 

A. Yes. 

3y Delegate Sullivan: Our organization bas 
accepted the proposition for settlement, and we 
want amalgamation on those lines. Is your 
organization willing to agree to the same? 

A. We are willing to agree. 

By Delegate Bowman: Will the Lafayette 
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faction abide by the decision of the A. F. of 
I..? 

A. They will have to abide by the decision 
of the membership? 

By President Gompers: Will Mr. Barrett, 
as secretary, favor the proposition? 

A. Yes. 

By Delegate Woodbury: Was the convention 
of the Painters and Decorators Convention, 
held at Cleveland, called regularly? 

A. Eminent lawyers said we were a legal 
convention. 

By Delegate Doyle: Did not your unioh 
withdraw from the Elliott faction about five 
months after the refusal of Elliott to resign? 

A. Yes, we withdrew in 1895. 

Q. Was not the reason you withdrew be- 
cause he failed to keep his agreement with the 
Ax ¥. of 4.2? 

A. Yes. 

Delegate Sullivan stated that Mr Barrett’s 
union seceded eight months before any agree- 
ment had been reached. 

President Gompers moved to amend by add- 
ing to the amendment the following: ‘And 
that these resolutions be in full force and 
effect until the seceding faction agrees to the 
proposition contained in the _ resolutions 
adopted by the Convention, having for their 
purpose the unity and amalgamation of the 
painters of the country.” 

Delegate Doyle rose to protest against the 
resolution. He did not believe that the [La- 
fayette faction were seceders. At the conven- 
tion from which it is claimed they seceded 
they elected Mr. Elliott a delegate to the A. I. 
of I. and the delegate was seated. 

Delegate Duncan said Mr. Elliott was not a 
delegate to the Denver Convention. 

Delegate McGuire arose to a point of order: 
That the question under discussion was not 
past actions of the convention, but the resolu- 
tion pending. 


Delegate Doyle permitted a delegate to 
consume a portion of his time to ask questions. 
The Chair ruled he was not entitled to the 
floor. An appeal was taken from the de- 
cision of the Chair. The Chair was sustained 
by a vote of 42 to 13. 

The previous question was moved. 

Delegate Fitzgerald demanded roll call. Only 
ten voting therefor, it was lost. 

Delegate Doyle arose to a point of order: 
That the A. F. of L. was responsible for the 
condition of affairs in the Painters Union at 
this time. 

Ruled out of order, 

Delegate Doyle arose to a question of parlia- 
mentary inquiry: Whether the previous ques- 
tion closed all debate. 

The Chair ruled that it did. 

Delegate Doyle arose to a question of priv- 
ilege. Ruled out of order. 

Delegate Fitzgerald arose to a point of 
order. That the motion was on the question 
as amended. Ruled out of order. 

Delegate Doyle arose to a question of per- 
sonal privilege. Ruled out of order. 

Delegate Dold desired to know if the demand 
for roll call was denied. 

Delegate Doyle arose to a point of order: 
That the chairman was interested in the 
question at issue. 

The Chair stated that the portion in which 
he was interested had been passed while he 
was out of the chair. 

The motion was then adopted. 

Delegate Kent said he desired to go on rec- 
ord as voting no, because he was not satisfied 
that the Barrett faction was the seceding body; 
otherwise he favored the resolution. 

Delegates P. F. Doyle, Charles Dold, 
Braunschweig, Elderkin and Brown requested 
that they be recorded as voting no. 


Adjourned at 12:45. 


FIFTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2 o’clock, President 
Gompers in, the chair. 

Roll Call. 

Absentees: Garrity, Morman, Reynolds, 
Simpson. 

Delegate Elderkin, for the committee on [a- 
bels and Boycotts, submitted the following: 


Upon representations made to your com- 
mittee by District Organizer H. C. Smalley, 
of Galesburg, IIl., which are supported by 
correspondence submitted and now in _ the 
hands of your committee, regarding the Mon- 
mouth Pottery Co., the Monmouth Mining 
and Manufacturing Co., and the Maple City 
Soap Works, all of Monmouth, IIl., now on 
the “We Don’t Patronize” list of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, which representa- 
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tions and correspondences seem to give assur- 
ance that a_ satisfactory settlement can be 
reached, your committee recommends that the 
President of the Federation of Labor, or a 
committee appointed by him, visit Monmouth, 
ll., at his or their earliest convenience, to 
investigate as to the causes of the disagree- 
ment, and to endeavor to effect a settlement 
and the organization of the men employed by 
the companies involved. 

J. O'CONNELL, Chairman, 

T. J. ELDERKIN, Secretary, 

G. N. KEEFER, 

Cc. N, BECHTOLD, 

S. AUTLER, 

S. A. py Al’ TAKER, 

J. G. CAIN 


SEN ay of committee concurred 

Delegate John B. Lennon, for Committee 
on Laws, submitted the following report: 

Your Committee on Laws have carefully 
considered resolutions Nos. 1, 6, 33, 52 and 78, 
and respectfully report adversely. We sub- 
mit the following as, in our opinion, the true 
and correct trade union position on the ques- 
tion raised by the various propositions refer- 
red to: We heartily recommend the cordial 
acceptance of all assistance that may be given 
the trade union movement by all reform forces, 
the Socialist political parties included. The 
hope and aspiration of the trade unionist is 
closely akin to that expressed by the Socialist, 
that the burdens of toil may be made lighter, 
that men shall possess larger liberty, that the 
future shall be better than the past may prop- 
erly be the ideals of those of all movements 
who really desire labor emancipation. We 
appreciate, however, that men, because of dif- 
ferent environments through life, must of ne- 
cessity reach different conclusions, 1f not as 
to ends to be attained, certainly so as_to 
roads to be traveled to the goal desired. We 
afirm the trade union movement to be the 
legitimate channel through which the wage 
earners of America should seek present ameli- 
oration and future emancipation. We hold 
that the trade unions of America as comprised 
in the A. F. of L., do not now and never have 
declared against the discussion of economic 
and political questions in the meetings of their 
respective unions. We are committed against 
the endogsement of, or introduction of, parti- 
san politics, religious differences, or race 
prejudices. We hold it to be the duty of 
trade unionists to study and discuss all ques- 
tions that have any bearing upon their in- 
dustrial or political liberty, but we declare 
that it is not within the province of the A. 
F. of to designate to which political party 
a member shall belong, or for which political 
party he shall vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN RB. LENNON, ©. tee 
JOSEPH V ALE NTI 
ROBERT KELLY, 

W. F. LEIGH, 
A. J. CASEY, 
3, Be McCORMICK. 

Moved by Delegate Mills and seconded by 
Delegate Keefer that the report of the Com- 
mittee on Laws be concurred 

Delegate Carey offered a substitute. 


Chair decided substitute out of order. 


Delegate Mahon contended that Delegate 
Carey had the right to offer a substitute. 

Delegate Carey said he did not wish to tan- 
gle matters up, but merely asked if he had a 
right at this time to submit a substitute. 

President Gompers answered by saying that 
the report of the committee is practically a 
substitute for the proposition which had been 
submitted to them. 

Delegate Mahon said Delegate Carey had a 
right to offer a substitute, and the only fool- 
ish thing Delegate Carey did was to ask if 
he had the right. 

Delegate Lloyd said that he thought it 
would be in order for Delegate Carey to move 
his substitute as an amendment to the report 
of the Committee on Laws. 


Mr. Tobin said that it could be deferred for 
further consideration until the Committee on 
laws could report upon resolution No. 107, 
and moved that it be deferred until they had 
considered it. 


Delegate Donnelly requested Secretary Mor- 
rison to read the following resolution, intro- 
duced by the Typographical delegation, in ac- 
cordance with resolution passed by the Inter- 
national Typographical Union convention. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby reaffirms its position that 
party politics, whether they be democratic, re- 
publican, populist, prohibition or any other, 
shall have no place in the Conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor; and, be it 
further 
RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor recommends to its international, 
national and local organizations continued and 
increased discussion of economic questions in 
their convention and union meetings. 

Delegate Donnelly said that at different 
times, particularly in the Typographical Un- 
ion, there had been a stagnation of the inter- 
est in union affairs for the simple reason that 
it affected the wage-earners, and that it was a 
fact that canvasses of straw votes are taken 
frequently of men in the shops employed in 
printing offices in New York City, and invari- 
ably these straw votes show how they ‘Stand 
upon the political issues. For instance, dur- 
ing the last Presidential election a straw vote 
was taken, and it showed 75 or 80 per cent of 
the members of the Typographical Union were 
in favor of and agitated free silver. Another 
straw vote was taken at the last election, and it 
was about equally divided between the two great 
political parties. I merely wish, in conclusion, 
to say that I positively oppose the introduc- 
tion of political discussion in the union meet- 
ings. 
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Delegate Cowen read resolution and then 
said that the convention had the subject of 
“expansion” under discussion yesterday, and 
this mixing of the trade union in politics was 
no more political than that. He appealed to 
the Convention not to put that resolution 
into the constitution. 

Delegate Tobin requested permission to with- 
draw his motion to re-commit. 

Leave to withdraw granted. 

Delegate Tobin submitted the following as 
an amendment to the report of the commit- 
tee: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention, believ- 
ing that the labor problem will be solved only 
when the lands and means of production and 
distribution and exchange are held as com- 
mon property, and that the trade union move. 
ment, together with political action on class 
lines, are the best methods to reach this end, 
we, therefore, commend trade unionists to 
vote only for such political parties as stand 
for the principles enunciated herein. 

Delegate O’Rourke said that we will ac- 
complish a great deal more by the ballot than 
by any other way; that we can pass resolu- 
tions here to send to Congress and that is the 
end. He read a clipping from a paper to the 
effect that the workingman must take it into 
his own hands and act by the ballot; you will 
find the workingmen divided on election day 
and letting their interests be trampled upon. 
Are we going to continue to tolerate this? 

Delegate Keefer said there was only one 
objection to the amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Tobin, and that is that clause, as I un- 
derstand it, where it endorses any political 
party. 

Delegate Carey said that Delegate Tobin’s 
resolution covered the same ground that he 
intended to make. That the ‘people of Haver- 
hill, Mass., found they could do nothing with- 
out organization, and they organized the So- 
cialist Democratic party and elected two men 
to the Legislature who demanded their rights 
be recognized, that the laborers be no longer 
made tools of capital. Submitted that it was 
not his intention to cram down the throat of 
the delegates that the success of the trade un- 
ion movement depended upon this Conven- 
tion entirely, but every workingman wanted 
a remedy and a means to remedy it through 
some source. We should set the mark so we 
can accomplish something which means our 
emancipation. The next year the Socialist 
Democratic party elected the Mayor and six 
Councilmen, and had the power to tell the 
capitalists that the laboring classes’ rights 
should be respected. I am a member of fhe 


Social Democratic party, but I do not propose 
to vote for the endorsement of that party. 

Delegate Hayes was in favor of the amend- 
ment as proposed by Delegate Tobin, and 
would be in favor of the preamble, provided 
it did not conflict with the amendment; that 
he could not endorse some points. He said 
there had been no progress in the trade un- 
ion the past six years. We want the power 
of controlling economic and _ political situa- 
tions. The improvements in machinery and 
the mobilization of wealth into trusts were 
grinding the laborers down. At the present 
time there are 170 to 175 trusts in the United 
States, and there was no law against the big 
trusts swallowing up the small ones. The en- 
tire United States would be bound down by 
J. Pierpont Morgan and John D. Rockefeller. 
The most damnable policy was that of govern- 
ment by injunction, which took place in al- 
most every strike. In the great wire strike 
we held up 1,600 men, and they refused to 
accept the reduction of from 33 1-3 to 65 per 
cent and were kicked out into the street, after 
building up the institution, and blacklisted all 
over the United States. He wanted the deje- 
gates to take some progressive steps to in- 
spire our trade unionists who have lost courage 
and said that by organizing and voting upon 
all economic questions they can get a gigan- 
tic power, and then they can accomplish 
something and on election day use their bal- 
lots to effect. 

Delegate McGuire said he was opposed to 
the amendment and in favor of the report of 
the committee. All the indictments made 
here by Delegates Carey and Hayes against 
the revolutionizing influence of machinery, the 
influence of trusts, the misuse of injunctions 
and military power have again and again been 
endorsed by all trade unionists, but the dif- 
ference between us is one as to practice and 
methods. It is said the trade union movement 
is stagnant; that wages have been reduced and 
no progress has been made for years. In 1878 
we had only nine National Unions, and now 
we have sixty-eight. We have never made it 
a test of membership in the American Fed 
eration of Labor, or in any trade union, that 
a member should belong to any particular po- 
litical party or endorse any economic creed. 
To do so now at this Convention would be 
to break faith with our members. It is 
charged here, because we favored free silver, 
we have taken political action and tied our- 
selves to the Democratic party. That is not 
true, for we endorsed free silver in 1893, three 
years before the Democratic party adopted it 
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in its national platform. Because some of us 
stand firmly by the historical unitary and co- 
hesive character of the trade union movement, 
as heretofore expounded by the American 
Federation of Labor, we are called “‘pure and 
simple.” Better any time a pure and simple 
trade unionist than an impure and complex 
confusionist. Let us put an end to this con- 
tinual political spirit-rapping, guided, as it is, 
by theoretical, speculative extremists. It is 
time we notified the men of isms and schisms 
in a labor movement that the trade union can 
never be side-tracked or befogged by economic 
theories or debatable small-pgtato politics. In 
this country let us use all political parties. 
Place them on record and show our people 
their short-comings when they do not meet our 
demands. Elect trade unionists to every of- 
fice and advance them on every possible oc- 
casion. Divest ourselves of petty jealousies. 
Arouse cohesive class feeling among the work: 
ers by industrial conflicts when forced upon 
us by unfair employers. Make the industrial 
struggle more intense so that the ties of un- 
ionism will grow stronger, and out of it all 
will eventually come the Labor party—a party 
clear-headed and conscious of its status and 
its rights—not blear-eyed and befogged by the 
seductions of any ism, but arouse to a course 
of action well proven and made necessary by 
tried experience. 

Delegate Reid said he believed in coupling 
something else with his unionism; we have 
to go to Washington and ask them to legislate 
when we could just as well legislate ourselves. 
One of our delegates said that wages are as 
high or higher now than before in many 
branches. I beg to differ with him, though I 
am a unionist through and through; but be- 
cause I am a trade unionist, I am not fool 
enough to stand in the way of a man with 
the interests of our fellows at heart. We 
should be for the immediate emancipation of 
our fellows and relieve our sufferings and do 
it ourselves. 

Delegate Blain said that the Socialist La. 
bor party had not proven itself the friend of 
the trade unionists; that it had a chance to 
help the cause of labor in the last campaign, 
and the campaign before that, but it would 
not co-operate with the party which would and 
could help labor, but tried to disrupt it; 
that he was from the state where this actually 
happened—Kansas; that he was a_ Socialist 
himself, but not of the kind who tried to tear 
down what others built up. He was in favor 
of endorsing that party. 

Delegate O’Sullivan said he was oposed to 
affiliating with any party; that the Socialist 


Labor party is always in trouble. Said it 
was better not to mix up with politics, for 
then when some politician was elected and la- 
bor wanted something, it stood a great deal 
better show of getting it, if it had not been 
opposed to his political views. 

Delegate Mahon said he had always stood 
squarely and honestly for trade unionism, but 
did believe in socialism, but not as it is rep- 
resented by the Socialist Labor party, for he 
disagreed with the tactics of their organiza- 
tion; but the question before this Convention 
is the resolution of Mr. Tobin; that question 
was whether it was better to join or endorse 
some political party on class lines and which 
was the best method to reach the result. I do 
not care to talk history; we all know the 
past and its mistakes; it is the future that 
confronts us; we came here to discuss this 
shoulder to shoulder, and not as enemies, but 
as trade unionists. Let us see if you will carry 
out the declarations that you confess; come, 
friends, and stand up and be honest. Do you 
believe in the principles of trade unionism 
and that the proper solution is the political 
puzzle? You say, don’t talk politics. What 
do you want us to talk? Every one of you 
talk politics from morning to night; I spoke 
for the silver party over in Michigan the last 
campaign, because I thought it was right. My 
friends, I say to you that you must be pro 
gressive. They will not permit us to run our 
boycotts after awhile, by preventing them by 
injunction, and with this weapon in their 
hands it is hard to tell what will happen. But 
the ballot is our weapon. You say let us meet 
it as trade unionists; I say to you, let us 
meet it as Socialists; why, you have been 
meeting it as trade unionists since 1860. We 
are not denying that our tade unionism has 
given good results. 

Delegate Mills discussed the subject from 
the standpoint of one whose experience as a 
representative of the National Union of Tex. 
tile Workers of America had been a bitter 
once; that during the years the former organi- 
zation had been predominated over by the rep- 
resentatives of the Socialist Labor Party the 
textile workers organization had degenerated, 
their treasury depleted, and coupled with this 
had lost thousands of members, and that it was 
not until the National Union of Textile 
Workers of America returned, had returned 
to straight trade union lines, that any suc- 
cess had been achieved. He was convinced 
that it was only by adhesion to the principles 
set forth in the preamble and constitution of 
the A. F. of L. could any beneficial measure 
of reform be accomplished, hence he would 
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vote to concur with the report of the com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Lennon stated that some of the 
delegates have said they are very honest; they 
are not the only honest people in the world. 
Some say we cannot obtain What we desire 
unless we endorse or enter into politics. I 
will tell you how we will gain control of the 
tailor trades without joining the Socialist La- 
bor party. We expect to do it by means of 
organization, and without that all the Socialist 
Labor parties in the world cannot help us. 
This is the first time in my life I have ever 
said a word against the Socialist Labor party. 
We have never denied the right to discuss 
political rights; have denied the right of en- 
dorsement of partisan politics, but that is an 
entirely different question. 

Delegate Cahill said that Delegate Lennon 
had almost taken the words out of his mouth. 
Each laborer ought to be a politician and be 
educated on the issues, making it unionism 
first and politics second; we have bad men 
in the Democratic party and in the Republican 
party, and if we should join with the Socialist 
Labor party, how are you going to keep the 
bad men out of that party? If you will show 
me how to keep the bad men out, then I am 
with you. 


Delegate Tobin said he was a trade union- 
ist, and thoroughly convinced that it was an 
absolute necessity, and, secondly, he was a 
Socialist. The resolution before us now is 
not the endorsement of the Socialist party, 
nor the endorsement of any particular party; 
we are simply endorsing the principle as to 
whether we can endorse some party when the 
occasion arises, and I am here to defend that 
principle. You will say, What is the strength 
of our organization? If it has lost, it is not 
attributable to Socialism. It is because of the 
oppressions of employers. Socialists are the 
very best of trade unionists. I defy any man 
to show to the contrary. If this resolution is 
not passed today, it will be some other day, 
and I believe it will pass today. Why put 
it off? He said he had been advised that 
President Gompers will vote the Socialist- 
Democratic ticket, and he will so advise oth- 
ers. He said we ought not to endorse the So- 
cialist Labor party; we should endorse the 
right party at the right time, but we want to 
establish that right and principle now and not 
put it off. It is the proper thing for us to 
endorse it today. Don’t put it off till next 
year. If we elect men who turn away from 
the platform they are elected on they can be 
relegated to the rear. 


Delegate Donnelly moved that the time be 
extended until 6:30 and then a vote be taken. 
Objected to. 

Delegate Kidd stated that Clarence S. Dar- 
row expressed a wish to have his address ta- 
ken down by a stenographer. 


President Gompers stated that it would be 
attended to. 

Chairman McNeill, of the special Commit- 
tee of Industrial Commission, informed Presi- 
dent Gompers that several members appointed 
on the committee were unable to attend. He 
therefore appointed, subject to approval of 
the Convention, the following: Delegates 
Hahn, Shamp and McEwen. 


Resolution No. 135—By Delegate Edward 
B. Sabine: 


WHEREAS, The firm of Ab Kirschbaum & 
Co., clothing manufacturers of Philadelphia, 
Pa., have compelled their employes to sign a 
document to the detriment of organized labor; 


and 

WHEREAS, The firm of Ab Kirschbaum & 
Co. refuse to recognize union conditions; and 

WHEREAS, The National organization of 
the United Garment Workers of America has 
placed a boycott on the clothing manufactured 
by the firm of Ab Kirschbaum & Co.; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Convention assembled, en- 
dorse the boycott on the firm of Ab Kirsch- 
baum & Co., and that the Secretary be in- 
structed to notify all National and Interna- 
tional bodies affiliated therewith. 


Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 


Resolution No. 136—Dy Delegate Thomas 
I. Kidd: 

WHEREAS, The corporations and _ other 
moneyed institutions of the country are in the 
habit of calling on the courts, especially the 
Federal courts, to aid them in the conflict be- 
tween capital and labor, and to issue injunc- 
tions against bodies of workingmen who are 
upon a strike, and send them to jail for con- 
tempt of court; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that such action 
of courts is an innovation upon the rights of 
the people, a violation of the right of trial by 
jury and a serious menace to the liberties of 
the working people; and 

WHEREAS, Such action has grown to an 
alarming extent within the past few years 
and has reached a point that a judge is al- 
ways found to issue an injunction order when 
petitioned by the attorneys of a strong and 
influential corporation, and men are constantly 
being sent to jail under the arbitrary powers 
of courts without trial by jury; and 

WHEREAS, The law necessarily leaves 
courts to interpret the meaning of statutes 
and constitutions, and thus pass upon their 
own rights and powers, and that the arbitrary 
power of courts can only be checked by the 
constitutional remedy of impeachment where 
arbitrary power is wrongfully and unjustly 
used; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That we consider it one of 
the first duties of organized labor, and _ all 
friends of labor, to take an emphatic stand 
against the unjust and tyrannical power of the 
courts, and against the growing evil of gov- 
ernment by injunction, which threatens’ to 
subvert the liberties of the working people of 
America, and that we call upon Congress to 
fully investigate the cases where injunctions 
have been issued against workingmen, and to 
provide such laws and remedies as will prevent 
such arbitrary use of power by the courts. 

RESOLVED, That we _ believe’ that the 
judges should stand in the samé position as 
every other officer of the government, and ev- 
ery power and safeguard be exercised to pro- 
tect the people against unjust encroachments 
from judges, as from all other officials, and 
that the power of impeachment should be used 
in all cases where courts have clearly violated 
the law and the constitutional rights of the 
people. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 137—By Delegate Homer D. 
Call: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
; e. OF I, hereby expresses it appreciation 
and thanks to the labor press of the country 
for the general and gratuitous publication of 
the union labels of our trade unions; and we 
also attest our appreciation and thanks to 
W. R. Hearst, of New York, for his gener- 
ous issuance and distribution of a “Union 
Label Bulletin,” with fac similes in the orig- 
inal colors, of all our trade union labels. We 
urge a more general advertisement and agita 
tion of union labels and union label products, 
and send greetings and thanks to all who 
may render us any aid in the advencement 
of the great cause toward which our movement 
is devoted. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Adjourned at 5:30 p. m. 


SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 9 
A. M. by President Gompers. 

On motion the roll call was dispensed with. 

On motion the reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

Consideration of the amendment offered by 
Delegate Tobin was resumed. 

Delegate Zorn was in favor of labor organ- 
izations taking part in politics, and claimed 
that they would have to do so sooner or later. 
There is no use in putting it off; we might 
as well enter the political arena now in order 
to prevent the courts from continuing their 
injunctions and denying us the right to boy- 
cott. The only solution for the wage-earner 
is Socialism. He asked the hearty endorsement 
of the Convention for the Socialist party. 

Delegate Kidd said that a great many mem- 
bers confounded Socialists with Socialism. He 
could remember how the Socialists attacked 
him and the labor organizations, declaring the 
latter bankrupt. The delegates ought to know 
by this time that Socialism is not the enemy 
of organized labor. The report of the com- 
mittee will scarcely suit the wage-workers of 
this country; it is not progressing fast 
enough; yet we want to be cautious and ev- 
ery step we make should be a sure step. Said 
he had heard, and knew it to be a fact, that 


s had made 





in Pennsylvania the mine owne 
it a rule to put men of the different nationali- 
ties in gangs,’ who could not speak the same 
language, in order to prevent them discussing 


Politics entering into our organiza- 
way but 


politics. 
tion, at the right time, may be the 
not the only way of emancipating the working 
people. 

Delegate Dold said that of all who had ad- 
vocated the entering of politics into our or- 
ganization, not one had spoken but had to 
apologize for the way the Socialist party had 
acted toward organized labor. Our working 
people need education as to their rights, and 
must not be expected to take up a new and 
unknown policy without time to study it. We 
have a few officials who fail to respond to the 
crack of the whip of the monopolies—the 
Governors of Illinois and Colorado. Mr. Carey 
said that in his city they had elected two So- 
cialists to the Legislature, Mayor and some 
Councilmen, and that they were their friends 
in case of trouble of any kind; the police 
force and the Treasurer of that city were all 
friends of the people. He wanted to ‘know, 
if they were elected as trade unionists, would 
they not do just as much? He was opposed 
to our organizations entering into politics. 

Delegate Elderkin stated that he belonged 
for five years to a Socialist club and heard 
the same story for the past few years. He 
believed in leaving this political question out 
of our organizations. 

Delegate Bechtold wanted the Convention 
to adopt the resolution of Delegate Tobin. 

Delegate Shaffer was called to the chair. 

Delegate Bowman said he wanted to be 
placed on record as a trade unionist. It is 
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well known among trade unionists that the 
parties who are seeking at this time to inject 
into the American Federation of Labor social- 
istic views and politics are the ones we have 
had to contend with, and who would, if they 
could, disrupt the labor organizations. He be- 
lieved that the conservative policy now being 
pursued by the executive officers, and appar- 
ently the majority of the delegates, to be the 
wise policy and wished to repeat that he was 
unalterably opposed to the introduction of poli- 
tics into our organizations, especially at this 
time. 


Delegate Duncan said he was glad that these 
radical genthemen were here and_ brought 
face to face with the men whom they have 
condemned and ridiculed for a long time. On 
one hand we find them asking us to endorse 
Socialism and on the other hand to endorse 
the Social Democratic party. I am in favor 
of the resolution as offered by Delegate Len- 
non. 


Delegate Fitzgerald stated that he could not 
say that he opposed the first part of the reso- 
lution, but he did oppose the latter part of it. 
Ile contended that the tinve was not yet ripe 
for us to enter upon such a position. Trade 
unonism has progressed in this country. No 
man who is alive to the conditions will dare 
deny that the laborer is, in a measure, by vir- 
tue of the trade unionists, receiving some lit- 
tle fruits of his toil. We should endeavor to 
educate the people along the line of trade un- 
ionism. If there is a lack of interest, it is be- 
cause we are not organized fully. If we are 
to be emanicpated—if labor is to be freed 
it is to be done through trade unionism and 
the American Federation of Iabor. 


President Gompers said that, to him, this 
question is one of a very important nature. 
It is one which involves the entity and the 
integrity of the labor movement. Either the 
trade union movement is right or it is wrong, 
and the trade unionists must declare for trade 
unionism, without frills or feathers, or it is 
a confession that we are wrong. I contend 
that the trade- union movement is the history 
of the development of the labor movement 
of the expression, aye, the crystallized ex- 
pression of discontent of the workers. “By 
’ rather than 
by their honeyed and smooth words, with 


their deeds shall ye know them,’ 


which they seek to allure our movement into 
such a vortex of complications and capture 
our movement as a tail to their political party 
kite. If they were to express themselves in 
this Convention as they do outside of it they 
would not be tolerated in the Convention two 


minutes, and I propose to succintly call atten- 
tion to the difference between the mask and 
the real face of the Socialists who advocate 
and have presented the proposition contained 
in the amendment to this resolution now be- 
-fore the house, and which embodies the idea 
which would disrupt this organization. 
They have done all they could to 
mistreat the organization and wage-earners 
in the trade unions, and to disrupt them. Aye, 
one of the parties referred to called a con- 
vention for the purpose of forming a rival to 
the American Federation of Labor—a _ rival 
to the trade unionist movement, a rival to the 
economic movement, and at the convention 
they had upon the broad streamer decorating 
the chairman’s stand, emblazoned in colors of 
red: ‘Wreck the Old Trade Unions; Pull 
for the Shore of Socialism.’”’” They have be- 
smirched the name of Labor and sought to 
destroy our organization; they have attacked 
the honor, fidelity and manliness and the prin- 
ciples of the men who have tried to stand by 
the workers in their natural struggle for bet- 
tering the conditions of today. The men who 
did not grope, but have fought in the struggle 
and have never shirked their duty nor their 
responsibilities, the trade unionists, have met 
the problems as they arise, and are willing, 
not simply to indulge in what is known as 
radical resolutions or radical talk, but enter 
right into the midst of the battle and take 
the responsibilities, no matter what the result 
might be to them. 

Delegate Furuseth said the error which had 
been made was to claim that the strike and 
boycott are failures. The employers used to 
tell us that some fourteen years ago. Some 
of our friends say that the strike doesn’t 
amount to anything, don’t do any good and 
will fritter away in time. The discussion 
ought to be brought down to two points, that 
of strikes and boycotts. If the power of 
strikes and boycotts is taken away from us 
by injunctions we are gone. 

Delegate Lloyd said he was suspicious when 
the Greeks brought him gifts. He did not 
propose to say bitter or harsh words, no mat- 
ter how much he may have been condemned 
through the persecutions of others in the past. 
The men who framed the substitute to the 
resolution did not understand the philosophy 
of the trade union movement. They think 
resolutions and preambles are a necessity. They 
are not. He was an admirer of the trade un- 
ion movement of today, because its constitu- 
tion is founded in the wants, hopes and aspira- 
tions of the working people. Some delegates 
have told us of the wonderful and marvelous 
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works performed in the city of Haverhill. 
Why, it is one of the worst organized cities 
in the United States. He heard one of those 
delegates declare time and again that the trade 
unionists were the excrescence of the country 
and a set of fakirs, and they tell us the trade 
union is a failure. They happened to get 
their Socialistic friends elected because there 
was a split in the old parties. It was a fight 
between the parties themselves and they took 
out one set of bosses and put in another set. 
They don’t mention Marlboro, where we 
elected the Mayor and ten out of fotirteen 
Councilmen, and on trade union lines, too. I 
believe some of our delegates want to work 
in harmony; some do and others don’t. I be- 
lieve in working upon the lines of the least 
resistance. I hope we will have a decisive 
vote. 

Delegate Driscoll moved the previous ques- 
tion. Lost. 

Delegate Kent said he was not an obstruc- 
tionist and wanted to hear both sides; but 
in this Convention we do not want any ex- 
periments; if the Socialistic movement had 
co-operated with us they would not be in the 
condition they are now. Let us organize; I 
believe in doing things collectively which we 
cannot do individually; then we can turn the 
world over in one fell swoop. 

Delegate McNeill said that if he understood 
what Socialism means, it means a future sys- 
tem in which there shall be no employer or 
employe and no division of classes. It has 
been said that I represent the Christian So- 
cialists; but it may be always said that I rep- 
resent the Trade Union Socialism. The claim 
of some Socialists is that you cannot obtain 
the desirable economic conditions without first 
taking political action. He was opposed to 
our organization entering into politics. The 
Knights of St. Crispin were broken up by go- 
ing into politics. He challenged the trade un- 
ionism of any man who does not vote for the 
principles of this Federation, as promulgated 
in Delegate Lennon’s report. 

Delegate Fitzgerald moved 
question, which was ordered. 


the previous 


The chair said the proposition before the 
house was the amendment offered by Delegate 
Tobin as an addition or amendment to the re- 
port of the Committee on Laws. 


Roll call on amendment demanded and on 
motion was ordered. 

Roll call on Delegate Tobin’s amendment 
was as follows: 


For—Tobin, Bechtold, Zorn, Cowen, Dick- 
ens, Dresler, Reid, Miller, Hahn, Mahon, 


Schmalz, 
Bonbright, 


Donohue, Kidd, Jones, Strauss, 
Hayes, Carey, White, Fahey, 
Cowan, Innis, Callahan, Thorn—493. 

Against—Perigny, Fitzgerald, Mulholland, 
Slocum, Gilthorpe, Grant, McGuire, Lloyd, 
Woodbury, Kent, Gompers, Tracy, Dernell 
Whittaker, Morris, Cable, Adams, Monaghan, 
Autler, Sabine, Duncan, O’Brien, Cake, Leigh, 
Lawlor, Cahill, Shaffer, Keefe, Conine, O’Con- 
nell, Warner, Call, Mitchell, Hunter, Lewis, 
Fahy, Fox, Valentine, Black, Sullivan, Kelly 
(John S.), Kenney, Smith, Kelly, Furuseth, 
Klderkin, Lennon, Bowman, Mills, White; 
Witzel, Donnelly (Samuel B.), Cain, Morri- 
son, Braunschweig, Shalvoy, O’Sullivan, Dris- 
coll, Doyle, McEwen, Curry, Bradley, Keefer, 
Casey, Coy, Donnelly, Flaherty, McCormick, 
McNeill, Barrett, Jahns, Kirby, Lossie, Blain, 
Plieman, Morton, Brown, Timilty, Dold, 
O'Neill, Sefferien, Maher, Moore, Steadman, 
Powell, Rombold, Scanlon, Lawyer, Fox, In- 
skip—1,971. 

Declined to Vote—O’Rourke—72. 

Absentees—Garrity, Speelman, McBride, 
Rife, Noonan, Dugan, Smith (J. V.), Me- 
Nulty, Brush, Shamp, Bausch, Keith, Henry 
Dalton, Morman, Snedegar, Reynolds, Simp- 
son, Bux, Carey (David A.)—46. 

The motion to adopt the committee’s report 
prevailed. 

The discussion of this question began at 
2:21 Friday afternoon, continued until 5:35 
p. m., was resumed at 9:12 Saturday and con- 
tinued until 12:25, when the yea and nay 
vote was taken. Twenty-seven delegates made 
speeches on the question. 

Delegate Lloyd said he had been requested 
to say a few words to our brother delegates, 
and to show them in a substantial way the re- 
gard in which they are held by our delegates 
and the estimation that we have of the splen- 
did movement they are representing here. 
Messrs. Inskip and Thorn, I want to say that 
we recognize in you a splendid type of the 
splendid organization across the water. We 
all admire your worth as good fellows and as 
good men. To be a good man means a great 
deal, and the delegates wish to, in a tangible 
way, express their appreciation. Mr. Inskip 
sir, I shall present to you in our behalf this 
walking stick. We hope you will not lean 
heavily upon it for many years to come,if ever, 
and also this finger ring, and hope and trust 
you will wear it many a day and that you 
will return to your country in the full bloom 
of health, or at least greatly improved, and 
able to give more years of valuable service to 
the trade-unionist movement, 


To you, Mr. Thorn, we have selected a 
gold watch. We noticed that Mr. Inskip had 
a gold watch and that yours was silver, and 
therefore let me, in behalf of the delegates of 
this Convention, present to you this gold 
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watch, and we hope you will wear it for many 
years. 

Delegate Inskip: If there is one thing 
more than another that places me at a_ disad- 
vantage, it is this extension of your kindness 
and of which I am the recipient, and I de- 
sire now to thank you for your kindness and 
your courtesy. I long to see that day when 
the feeling which permeates the two nations 
will result to the advantage of the workers, 
and I hope the work shall progress, and I 
shall feel that I have at least done something 
towards it. And to those who may follow me, 
and to whom [ shall leave these two memen- 
toes of my visit to the United States, I can 
say that I have fond recollections of the gen- 
tlemen with whom I came in contact, and I 
sincerely thank the delegates for this grand 
mark of their esteem and good will, and if 


there is any one thing which would induce 
me to continue in the path I have marked out 
for myself, it is in these tokens, which will 
always be valued most highly. 

Delegate Thorn: I wish to thank you for 
this present. I shall always remember my 
stay in America and the friends I hope I have 
made—-and I think I have made a great many. 
I know how to appreciate the work of the 
trade unionists, for when a boy of 12, I had 
to work in the mills, and I have never for- 
gotten those days; I thought then that there 
was something wrong with the social system, 
and I still do, and will continue my work, and 
I hope that it will not be long until the work- 
ers of America and England will be united, 
and that it will extend all over the world. 


Adjourned at 12:25 P. M. 


SIXTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The Convention was called to order at 2 
P. M. by President Gompers. 

Delegate Kidd moved that roll call and 
reading of the minutes be dispensed with, 
Adopted. 

Delegate Dold moved that the Convention 
telegraph the following to the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


To Walter Carmody, Secretary Chicago Feder- 
ation of Labor, 107 Washington Street, Chi- 
cago, IIL: 

American Federation of Labor declared its 
opposition to granting of fifty-year franchises 
in any way. 


Adopted. 


Secretary Morrison transmitted the tele- 
gram. 


In view of the fact that several delegates 
were instructed upon the principle involved 
in the Tobin amendment, and who were absent 
from the convention at the time of roll call 
attending to important matters in the interest 
of their organizations, and further, that the 
result on the question would not be changed, 
the following named delegates were permit- 
ted to have their names recorded in the orig- 
inal yea and nay vote: Perigny, Sabine, Aut- 
ler, Warner, Conine, Cain, Casey, Flaherty, 
Sufferein and Morman against, and Dickens, 
Fahey and Jones for. 

Delegate McNeill submitted the report of the 
Committee on Industrial Commission as _fol- 
lows: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the American 
Federation of Labor, in Eighteenth Conven- 
tion Assembled: 

Your committee are of the opinion that a 
commission of such magnitude of opportunity 
as that of the Industrial Commission recently 
created by Congress should have been com- 
posed largely of trade unionists, selected by 
the unions, and that the failure to so secure 
the men best fitted for the work is an of- 
fense wittingly or unwittingly committed 
against organized labor. Nevertheless your 
committee believe that it behooves the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to carefully consider 
all matters pertaining to the scope and direc- 
tion of the work of the Commission, and to 
offer such suggestions as will best tend to 
bring before the people a full and just presen- 
tation of the existing conditions of the wae- 
workers of the country. 

Organized labor has for more than half a 
century repeatedly called for investigation in- 
to their condition. In the initial period of 
our movement in this country labor’s call for 
light was ignored; the press and pulpit were 
silent. Men of leisure, education and op- 
portunity sneered at labor demands, and _ it 
was not until the wage-workers organized that 
their call for an investigation was heeded. 

In 1865 a Commission upon the hours of 
labor was appointed in the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. This Commission was com- 
posed of gentlemen of wealth and leisure, and 
but little good resulted from their work. The 
next year one of the Commissioners appointed 
was a trade unionist—a ship carpenter and 
joiner; his minority report. was productive of 
good. The call for more light was continued 
and the establishment of the first Bureau o 
Statistics of Labor was accomplished in 1860, 
with two officers, one a gentleman of education 
and large experience as a manufacturer, and 
the other a trade unionist. Other states have 
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followed,, and now some eighteen states, and 
the United States Government, have bureaus 
of this character. 

The Industrial Commissron recently created 
is composed of nineteen men—five Senators, 
five members of the House of Representatives 
and nine citizens not members of Congress. 

If this Commission will conduct its investi- 
gations and inquiries (as we trust it will) in a 
spirit of impartiality, delving to the roots of 
existing conditions, its report will shock the 
good willing people of our land. 

We call upon the Commission to take no 
hearsay evidence from those whose interests 
are adverse to those of the workers. o take 
no office nor counting-house evidence of the 
conditions of mill-workers, miners, shop work- 
ers, sailors or other employes, but to see with 
eyes not filmed by prejudice and to hear with 
ears not sealed by preconceived opinion. 

In the name of humanity we ask that the 
miserable hovel of the miner, the reeking tene- 
ments of the sweaters, victims in our great 
cities, be exposed to view in their dark and 
loathsome colors. We ask that the nature and 
extent of the deplorable conditions of these 
victims of greed be brought to public notice. 
That the long hours, low wages and poverty 
of the workers in the textile industry in our 
Southern States be fully inquired into. That 
the systematic spoilation of the sailors be fully 
investigated, and that special attention be 
given to the conditions under which women 
and children are employed. That the truck 
and script systems now in vogue in some of 
the states be brought to the attention of Con- 
gress. That the Commission investigate as to 
the statements so often repeated and affirmed, 
that men and women are forbidden to organ- 
ize; to withhold the sale of their labor or 
withdraw their patronage from unfair persons, 
firms and corporations, and to inquire of wit- 
nesses under oath as to the black listing of 
union men. 

We urge upon the Commission to give pri- 
vate hearings to such wage workers as will be 
victimized if they dare to testify openly. We 
call upon them to fully and faithfully investi- 
gate the conditions of labor in all patts of 
our country; that they give their opinions as 
to the necessity of repealing all laws that dis- 
criminate in any way against those who sell 
their labor, and especially those laws that 
have been or may be construed to interfere 
with the rights of the wage workers to or- 
ganize, to strike, to boycott. Under the com- 
mon law of Great Britain (made a part of fhe 
common law of this country), workmen or 
servants, as they were called, could and did 
receive pay for damages received in conse- 
quence of the neglect of the master. After 
the considerable congregation of labor in fac- 
tories was accomplished, the masters, who were 
also magistrates, so interpreted the common 
Jaw as to render it void. It then became nec- 
essary to enact laws for the protection of 
life and limb. We ask the commission to in- 
vestigate as to how far such laws have re- 
sulted in increased care for the protection of 
the employe. 

our committee are conversant with the fact 
that the court of law must maintain their 
high prerogative, the power to enforce the 
penalties adjudged to be due for crimes con® 
mitted, and to properly maintain the dignity 
of the court and provide for the orderly con- 
duct of those who come within the jurisdiction 
of the court room, but we are also sufficiently 





versed in the history of jurisprudence to 
know that the extension of the power of in- 
junction beyond well established limits is 
fraught with great danger to the inalienabié 
right of the citizen. Star chamber procedure 
in the interest of property and privilege by 
the annihilation of the rights of the citizen to 
a fair and impartial trial by a jury of his peers 
is anarchistic in the offensive meaning of that 
term, and must be checked, or the chaos and 
confusion consequent upon such judge-made 
law will react and inspire and justify the con- 
tempt of all such court procedures. 

The trade union movement seeks the eman- 
cipation of Labor, not by the light of the 
torch, but the light of education. 

Our army is the grand army of peace. Be- 
hind the march of the workers not devastated 
homes, not orphaned children, not a_ subject 
people, but in its path spring flowers of beauty, 
homes more comfortable, children happier and 
the people glad with the larger liberty secured 
for them and their fellows. Cheer the army 
in its movement onward to the goal of fra- 
ternity, equality and liberty. 

Your committee, feeling the full force of the 
possibilities of the Industrial Commission, and 
believing that every assistance should be given 
to all honest intended investigation and all 
honest investigators, respectfully recommend: 

That the incoming Executive Council shall, 
by correspondence and otherwise, seek to 1n- 
dicate to the Commission ithe direction of 
their investigation and inquiries, and that 
while so doing they enter their protest against 
any delay in the enactment of desired legis- 
lation or administrative action. 

We affirm that enough is now known to war 
rant the granting of all legislation demanded 

The limited time at the disposal of your 
committee has prevented them from making a 
full and exhaustive treatment as the subject 
matter demands, and we trust that the Execu- 
tive Council will supplement this report with 
such further suggestions as they deem wise 
and prudent. 

We would wish to impress upon the indus, 
trial Commission the seriousness of the work 
they have attempted; to study not only ex- 
isting conditions but to give due weight to 
the causes that in these, the closing years of 
the nineteenth century, find, on the one hand, 
the wealth producers of the Republic strug- 
gling in poverty and want, and on the other 
hand, finds wealth aggregated to such colossal 
proportions as endanger the equilibrium of so- 
ciety. The dangers that threaten our civiliza- 
tion come not from the hard hand of labor, 
but rather from a system under which men 
are forced to sell their labor or starve. That 
such a system is repugnant, too, and in direct 
controversion to a Republican form of gov- 
ernment. That, in the words of Ira Steward, 
men who are compelled to ‘“‘sell their labor or 
starve will sell their votes for the same rea- 
son.”’ That when men have votes to sell, and 
other men have votes to buy, the franchise of 
the citizen is no longer a sovereign power. 
That when men are elected by purchased votes, 
then the star of the Republic is in the de- 
scendant. 

Wages are the barometer of civilization; 
where they are highest, as an annual and sure 
income, there comes a larger measure of  pros- 
perity and peace. That high wages and the 
added leisure of the short work day will be 
but as an inspiration to organized labor to 
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move further forward until the day of labor’s 
mancipation shall witness the fulfillment of 
the prophecy of the prophet and the dream of 
the poet; when nations shall make war no 
more, and each man shall labor in his chosen 
field of activity, and no man shall call another 


master. Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. FE. McNEILL, Chairman, 
Cc. L. SHAMP, 
CHAS. F. HAHN, 
FRANK BROWN, 
JOHN S. KELLEY, 





W. E. McEWI 
W. D. MAHON. 


Consideration of the report was laid over 
until a later hour. 

President Gompers then introduced Mr Clar- 
ence S. Darrow who delivered an _ excellent 
and instructive address on ‘*The Workingman 
and the Courts.” 

Delegate Kent moved that a rising vote of 
thanks be tendered to Mr. Clarence S. Dar- 
row for his magnificent and eloquent address. 

Adopted unanimously. 

Delegate Tobin moved that the labor papers 
of the country be requested to print Mr. 
Darrow’s speech in full and that the Execu- 
tive Council have it put in pamphlet form and 
distributed where they deemed it advisable. 

Adopted unanimously. 

Delegate Keefer announced the death of 9g 
relative and asked to be excused from further 
attendance upon the Convention. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved that he be ex- 
cused and the sympathy of the Convention 
extended to him in his bereavement. 

Adopted. 

The consideration of the report of the Spe- 
cial Committee on Industrial Commission was 
resumed, 

Delegate Doyle opposed the report of the 
committee. 

On motion the report of the Committee was 
adopted. Ayes, 53; noes, 2. 

Delegate O’Rourke asked unanimous consent 
to present a resolution. Objected to. 

Delegate Jahns moved a suspension of the 
rules to permit the delegate to submit his reso- 
lution. Ruled out of order. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved to rescind the 
vote whereby it required unanimous consent 
to introduce resolutions. 

President Gompers here stated that Mr. Dar- 
row requested that he be permitted to revise 
his speech before it is published, as he made 
it without preparation. If not granted this 
privilege he advised that it be not printed. 

On motion it was so ordered. 

Secretary Morrison then read Rule 15, by 
request of the Chair. 


Delegate Tracy asked if the rules were sus- 
pended would others be permitted to present 
resolutions. 

On receiving an affirmative answer, Dele- 
gate Tracy moved that the motion lie on the 
table. 

Delegate Doyle arose to a point of order: 
That it was not the custom of the convention 


to lay anything on the table. 


The motion to table was adopted. 

A communication from the Trades and Labor 
Assembly of Kansas City, Kansas, inviting 
the delegates to attend the meeting of the 
Assembly on Sunday afternoon, was read. 

Delegate O'Sullivan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported as follows: 

Your Committee on Resolutions beg leave 
to submit the following report: 

On Resolution No. 53, committee recommend 
its reference to the Committee on Grievances. 
Recommendation concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 56, committee reports.un- 
favorably. Concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 57, committee recom- 
mends the striking out of the first and second 
whereases, and the adoption of the resolution. 

Recommendation adopted 

On Resolution No. 70, committee report fa- 
vorably. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 80, the committee recom- 
mend the following substitute: 

RESOLVED, That we protest against long 
hours, overtime and Sunday labor, and de- 
mand that all who work shall have one day of 
rest in seven; that the American Federation 
of Labor takes the initiative and calls on all 
trade union and trade unionists to agitate and 
co-operate with other associations in securing 
one day’s rest in seven. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 81, the committee recom- 
mends that the word ‘‘we” in the second 
whereas be stricken out, so that it will read 
as follows: 

“WHEREAS, ig Executive Board of Dis- 
trict No. 12, U. M . of A., have appointed,” 
etc. 

Also, strike out the third whereas, and 
amend the resolution so that it will read: 

“RESOLVED, That this Convention endorse 
appeal as mailed by Brother A. D. Davis, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, and invite all trade un- 
ionists to give it their support. 

Delegate Kirby spoke in favor of the reso- 
lution as amended. , He stated that while these 
miners were not now affiliated with A. F. of 
L., he thought they would come into the fold 
before the next convention. é 

The recommendations of the committee were 
concurred in, and the resolution, as amended, 
adopted. 

At 5:30 the Convention adjourned until 
Monday morning. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 9 
a.m., by President Gompers. 

Roll Call. 

Absentees: Garrity, Hayes, Dugan, Keith, 
Fahy, McCauley and Elderkin. 

On motion the reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

Delegates W. O. Moore, William Steadman, 
George Powell, John Rombold, Hugh J. Scan- 
lon, Charles Lawyer and Albert Fox, of the 
Tinplate Workers’ Unions, and Delegate Blain 
were excused from further attendance at the 
Convention. 

The Committee on Credentials reported rec- 
ommending the seating of Wm. J. Spencer, 
alternate for John S. S. Kelley. 

Delegate Dernell, of the Arbitration Board 
of Complaint against Waiters, submitted the 
following: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Eight- 
eenth Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: 


Fellow Delegates—Your committee, ap- 
pointed as an arbitration and investigation 
board on the matter of complaints as to the 
conduct of the National Union 6f Hotel and 
Restaurant Employes, beg leave to report as 
follows: 

We have had all parties to the controversy, 
so far as possible, before us and succeeded in 
securing from them the following agreement: 

We have had numerous complaints as to 
the conduct of the National Union for Wait 
ers, the Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ In- 
ternational Alliance and Bartenders’ Interna- 
tional League. Many charges of dishonesty 
were made against the officers of the organiza- 
tion; fraud was alleged in so many ways and 
in such vital instances as to compel us _ to 
undertake an investigation. We have notified 
those who have appealed to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to help them save the Na- 
tional union from utter destruction to appear 
before us in this city, and have furnished the 
officers of the organization, who are charged 
with holding office illegally and with the com- 
mission of these offenses, with copies of the 
complaints, inviting them to be present and 
give their version of the matters in question. 
The contending parties were represented at 
our session; realizing, however, that the work 
would encroach upon time which was not at 


our disposal. At our suggestion a committee 
of three of each side met for the purpose of 
arriving at some agreement. The next day 


the following agreement for an investigation 
was submitted, which we approve: 

We all unite in urging upon the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. the expediency of 
a thorough investigation of all transactions of 
our general office for the present term and all 


preceding terms since Cincinnati convention 
of 1896, thoroughly satisfied that whatever its 
result it is essential to the peace and progress 
of our various ee 
l. C. POMEROY, G. V. P., 
JERE L. SULLIVAN, F 
Local 20, St. Louis. 
FRANK A. ne 1G ER, 
jen neral Secretary. 
MELVIN G. BOL LINGER, 
Local 51, St. Louis 
F.C. LEWIS. >” ? 
W. P. PHIL LIPS. 

After further effort we persuaded the con- 
tending factions to agree to arbitration as well 
as investigation, 

In view of the proposition made by the 
contending parties to the dispute _ the Hotel 
and Restaurant I. U. and B. ’ « of A. we 
recommend that you sanction a your 
authority the investigation of the matters in 
dispute and the arbitration thereof with a view 
that eiitire unity of the craft may be re-es- 
tablislied, and in furtherance of _ this 
purpose John F. O’Sullivan and T. L. Lewis 
were selected in behalf of the National organi- 
zation officers, and Owen Miller and E 
McEwen were selected by the appellants and 
complainants, and we selected J. C. Dernell. 
The five above named, or such successors, in 
case of vacancy, as the above parties in dis- 
pute may name, to constitute a committee to 
investigate, arbitrate and adjust all matters 
in dispute. The representatives of both par- 
ties bind themselves to abide by the result of 
the investigation and arbitration. 

The above is fully endorsed and agreed to. 

(Signed) 

JERE L. SULLI 

MELVIN G, ROL L, ING ER, 

8 AA EMING, No. 14, 

H. TROV VBR IDGE, No. 14, 

DANIEL nant 

W. C. POMEROY, G. V. P., 

W. H. PHILLIPS, 

FRANK A. EGGER, 
General Secretary. 

T. ERICS 

FRANK ra NELEWIS 

Each party in interest had every ; opportunity 
to present their case. A mass of testimony 
was presented by both sides, and at one time it 
appeared to this committee that we would not 
be able to submit a satisfactory report to this 
Convention. To the credit of both sides, be it 
said, much assistance was given your Commit- 
tee by all parties before us, and through 
their interest in the cause of labor and their 
desire to sink personal feelings for the suc- 
cess of their craft, we were able to reach what 
we believe to be an amicable adjustment of the 
difficulty. The decision arrived at by your 
board, which is binding upon all parties to the 
controversy, is as follows: 

1. All charges of the complainants are here- 
with withdrawn. 

2. All unions as contestants to bear the same 
relation occupied by them prior to the Detroit 
Convention. 
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3. A convention shall be called under the 
auspices of this board, to be held on Monday, 
the sixth day of March, 1899,’ at 10 o’clock. 
a.m., in the city of Chicago, Ill. The General 
Executive Board, and contestants, to furnish 
this board with the addresses of their respec- 
tive locals, and the call for the convention to 
be sent out by this board. 

4. No proxies shall be allowed in the con- 
vention. 

5. Only such unions, both regular and con- 
testants, as were in existence prior to Decem- 
ber 12, 1898, shall be entitled to representation. 

6. A representative of the contestants, west 
of the Mississippi river, shall be a member 
of the General Executive Board. 

7. A sub-committee of three, consisting of 
the chairman, John C. Dernell, John F. O’Sul- 
livan and William E. McEwen shall serve 
as the Credential Committee, and shall per- 
form any other duties necessary for tle car- 
rying out of this agreement. 

8. The Chicago Waiters League shall amal- 
gamate with local Union, No. 40, of the H. 
and R. E. I. A. and Bb. I. L. A. immediately. 

9. The General Executive Board shall im- 
mediateiy revoke the charter of what is known 
at present as “‘Local No 20” of St. Louis, and 
shall reissue immediately a charter to what 
was formerly Local No. 20. The members of 
said present “‘Local 20” shall at once be trans- 
ferred to said former Local No. 20. 

10. All contesting locals reinstated to com- 
mence paying dues beginning January 1, 1899, 
and the assessments levied as per Article VI, 
Section 4, of the Constitution. 

11. This Board of Arbitration reserves the 
right to pass upon any questions that may arise 
affecting the terms of this decision. 

12. This Board of Arbitration to submit its 
report to the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

This Board insists that this decision must be 
accepted in good faith, and directs that all 
parties to the controversy shall refrain from 
personalities or criticisms of any nature, either 
written or verbal, to the end that harmony, so 
essential to the success of the trade union 
movement, may obtain, and that the hotel and 
restaurant employes of the country may con- 
tribute more valuable service to the movement 
for the uplifting of the crafts. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN C. DERNELL, Chairman, 
W. E. McEWEN, 

JOHN F. O’ yey LIVAN, 
OWEN MILI 

Tt. L. LEW is’ "Secretary. 


It was moved by Delegate Lennon that the 
report of the committee be received and the 
recommendations of the Arbitration Commit- 


tee concurred in. Adopted. 


Delegate Morris, for the Committee on 
Treasurer’s Report, submitted the following: 
To the Officers and Members of the Eight- 

eenth Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

Your Committee on Treasurer’s Report, beg 
leave to report that we have investigated the 


report of Treasurer John B. Lennon, and fully 
approve of the suggestions made therein. 
Respectfully submitted, 
SAML,. B. DONNELLY, 
Chairman. 
MAX MORRIS, eae tary. 
CHAS. F. H: aa N. 
JOHN M. HUNTER. 
; . gical N LF 
JOHN R. SPEELMAN 
j. EZ. FITZCERALD. 


On motion, the report of the committee was 


~ 


adopted. 

Delegate O'Sullivan submitted the following 
report for the Committee on Resolutions: 

On Resolution No. 82 your committee re- 
ports the following as a substitute, and recom- 
mends its adoption: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention, emphat- 
ically protests against the Government grant- 
ing contracts for the making of army, navy, 
or Indian clothing to firms or individuals man- 
ufacturing under the contract or sweating 
system, and that this stipulation be inserted in 
all Government contracts awarded for Gov- 
ernment clothing. 

Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 83, we recommend strik- 
ing out words “agreed upon” in the fifth line 
of the first whereas, and substituting the word 
“accepted;” strike out the words ‘“‘this state” 
in the second line of the second whereas, and 
insert the word “Illinois; strike out the 
words “the delegates of’’ in the second line of 
the first resolve; strike out all but the words 
“resolve” and “that” in the first line of the 
second resolve, and substitute as amended for 
resolutions Nos. 47 and 84. 

Delegate Hunter said that when the settle- 
ment was made in Pennsylvania the Illinois 
miners were left out in the cold. The miners 
were getting paid for only about 29 per cent 
of their product. He declared the miners had 
endeavored to effect a peaceable adjustment 
of the affair, but could come to no agreement 
with the Chicago-Virden Coal Company. The 
matter was placed before the State Arbitration 
Board and the miners were awarded the scale 
rate of 40 cents. The Chicago-Virden Com- 
pany declared they would not pay it; before 
they would do so they would fight it out at the 
point of the musket. We took it up, and, 
thank God, we won the victory. Had not 
Governor Tanner come to our rescue we would 
have been beaten. When the company’s repre- 
sentative was asked what they were going to 
do with the negroes after Governor Tanner’s 
declaration that they must go, he _ replied, 
“We're going to keep them here until we break 


up your organization,” I replied, “that when 
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you do that you will have the hardest time of 
your life.” The same wisdom exhibited in this 
body, if carried into the Legislatures of the 
States, and into Congress, would be the solu- 
tion of the Labor problem, and we should see 
to it that some of our men were elected to 
those bodies, and then we would not have to 
send committees there to solicit and demand 
legislation in our behalf. 

Delegate Mitchell said if Governor Tanner 
had not sent troops to Virden the miners 
would have lost their strike. He believed that 
when a State executive assists workingmen in 
their troubles he should be recognized by 
organized labor. The action of Governor Tan- 
ner should be endorsed. The Governor had 
been asked by the coal company to send troops 
there under the pretense of protecting prop- 
erty, but in this instance the troops assisted 
He favored the adoption of the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate Cowen appreciated what had been 
done in the interest of labor in Illinois and 
favored the report of the Committee. 


the miners. 


On motion the report was adopted. 

On Resolution No. 47 the committee reports 
that Resolution No. 84 covered the same 
ground and recommended no action be taken. 

Report concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 86 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 91 the committee re- 
ports favorably. Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 92 the committee reports 
favorably, and recommend its substitution for 
Nos. 36 and 37. Concurred in. 

Resolution No. 87 was referred back to 
the committee. 

On Resolution No. 96 the committee reports 
favorably. 


Delegate Furuseth thought the resolution as 
it stood was a little dangerous. The propo- 
sition now before Congress needed attention. 

Delegate Donnelly said his object in offer- 
ing the resolution was to extend a_ helping 
hand to the letter carriers. 

On motion the resolution was recommitted. 
The Committee later offered the following sub- 
stitute, which was adopted: 

WHEREAS, It is reported that government 
officials propose to have the postal i 
eight hour law amended; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Fedesatio.a 
of Labor declares in favor of the extensicn 
of said law to the Postal Clerks, but is op- 
posed to any amendment or change seeking to 
have letter carriers or others in the postal 
service required to work more than eight 
hours in any calendar day. 


service 


Resolution No. 100 the committee reports fa- 
vorably. Adopted. 


Resolution No. 102 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 

Resolution No. 103 the committee reports un- 
favorably. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 109 the committee recom- 
mends the striking out of the first and second 
whereases, and as thus amended reports fa- 
vorably. Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 117, the committee re- 
ports favorably. Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 113 the committee recom- 
mends it be referred to the Committee on 
Laws. 


Delegate Lennon moved to non-concur in 
the report of the committee and adopt the res- 
olution. Carried. 

Delegate McCormick, for the Committee 
on Laws, submitted the following: 

On Resolution No. 2, your committee recom- 
mends the following substitute: 

WHEREAS, The placing of a boycott upon 
any product, the manufacture of which is par- 
ticipated in by two or more crafts, may, and 
often does, work an injury to union workers; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, shall indorse no boycott where the 
products of several organized unions will be 
affected thereby, until every possible effort has 
been made to secure a settlement, and all or- 
ganizations to be affected shall have _been 
given a hearing and an opportunity to assist in 
securing a settlement of the existing grievance. 

Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 3, your committee re- 
ports favorably. 

Delegate Lennon favored striking out the 
sections creating a strike fund. Many un- 
ions failed to pay their part, and at the next 
Convention were excused. It seemed impos- 
sible for some organizations to comply with 
the law as it now stands. 

Delegate Iloyd was opposed to striking out 
unless something better was offered to take its 
place. 

Delegate Mahon said the present law was 
a dead letter and a bad measure as it now 
stood because it could not be enforced gen- 
erally. 

On motion the report was adopted. 

Further consideration of the report was de- 
ferred. 

Delegate Owen Miller was called to the 
Chair. 

Delegate Lewis, for the Committee on the 
Report of the Executive Council, submitted 
the following: 
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3. In reference to the Paper Hangers’ ap- 
plication for a charter, the following is the re- 
port of the Executive Council: 

For the past few years the National Paper 
Hangers’ Protective and Beneficial Association 
of America has made overtures, and at last 
applied for a charter from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. The Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators of America, however, 
claims jurisdiction, and protests against the 
issuance of the charter. Under the circum- 
stances the Executive Council had no alter- 
native but to concede the claim. However, 
the officers of the Paper Hangers’ National 
Union asked that the matter be considered by 
the convention, claiming that if the decision 
be to recognize the Brotherhood of Paper 
Hangers it should be binding upon all. 

The application for a charter by Paper 
Hangers was further considered by the Execu- 
tive Council at their session in Kansas City. 
30th sides were heard, and the Council, after 
careful consideration, decided that application 
for charter be refused and that the Brother 
hood of Painters be urged to grant the Paper 
Hangers of the country the fullest possible 
jurisdiction of their craft, but as members of 
the Brotherhood, to the end that the Paper 
Hangers can secure the best possible conditions 
for members of their craft through the coun- 








The Committee concurs in the action of the 
Executive Council in refusing to grant a char- 
ter to Paper Hangers, and in the interest of 
harmony, would further recommend that the 
local unions of Paper Hangers now in exist- 
ence be granted charters by the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators without the usual 
fee. 

Adopted. 


The committee approves the action of the 
Executive Council in securing more commo- 
dious quarters for the general offic of the 
A. F. of L. 

Adopted. 


5. The committee endorses the action of the 
Executive Council in appropriating one hun- 
dred dollars toward defraying the expense of 
the Legislative Committee of the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress, and approve of 
the recommendation of the Executive Council 
to appropriate one hundred dollars per annum 
for this purpose. 

Adopted. 





The committee endorse and_ earnestly 
congratulate the Executive Council for the 
good work performed in preventing a division 
of the American Federation of Labor on sec- 
tional lines, as proposed in the movement of 
organizing the Western Labor Union. 

Adopted. 

7. The following is approved and we recom- 
mend that it be referred to the Committee on 
Laws: 

“In the event of a vacancy of any member 
of the Executive Council, other than that of 
the President, by reason of death, resignation, 
or other cause, the President shall make such 
vacancy known to the Executive Council and 
shall call for nominations. The names of all 
nominees shall be submitted to the Executive 
Council, and it shall require a majority vote 
of the Executive Council to elect. Upon each 
unsuccessful balloting the name of the candi- 


date receiving the lowest number of votes 
shall be dropped.” 
On motion the recommendation of the com- 


mitttee to refer was non-concurred in. 


On motion the report of the committee was 
adopted. 


8. We approve of the recommendation of 
the Executive Council to increase the number 
of the cutive Council from seven to nine 
members and refer the following to the Com- 
mittee on Laws: 

_ With the view of giving larger representa- 
tion to the different organizations in the 








ecutive Council, we recommend that the num- 
ber constituting the council be increased from 
seven to nine members. 


On motion the recommendation of the com- 
mitttee to refer was non-concurred in. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee imcreasing the number of the Executive 
Council from seven to nine was adopted. 


9. The question of granting a charter to 
the Boxmakers and Sawyers Union was taken 
up for consideration, and after hearing repre- 
sentatives of the Box Makers and Wood 
Workers Unions, the following was adopted: 

RESOLVED, That we recommend that if 
the Box Makers’ Union desires affiliation with 
the A. F. of that they apply for membership 
with the Amalgamated Wood Workers Inter- 
national Association, who will grant to the 
Box Makers’ Union, now organized, charters 
without the payment of fees, and representa- 
tion on the Executive Council of Wood Wortk- 
ers. 

Adopted. 

10. The following rule of the Executive 
Council is approved and we recommend that 
it be referred to Committee on Laws .to em- 
body it in the Constitution: 

“Only such bona fide wage workers who are 
not members of or eligible to mem bership in 
any other existing trade unions under the jur- 
isdiction of the central body, shall be eligible 
as delegates from Federal Labor Unions to lo- 
cal central bodies.’ 

Delegate J. W. White asked if the proposed 
law could possibly be construed as relating to 
a man being a member of two trade unions. 

Such was not the understanding of the com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Lennon moved to non-concur in 
the report of the committee and the ruling 
of Executive Council be adopted. 

Delegate Kent thought it should go to the 
Committee on Laws. 


President Gompers thought it shoul 





} 
to local representatives in central bodies 
it does in the A. F. of L It was not 


slied 





to local or central labor unions. 


Delegate Driscoll would like to have the mat 
ter go a little further. He desired to pro- 
hibit a man from being a delegate from a 
trade union if a member of a Federal labor 
union. 
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Delegate Jahns asked if it debarred a man 
of a trade whose union was not organized in 
a city. 

Secretary Morrison explained the application 
of the law at present. 

Delegate Lewis stated the committee had not 
changed the ruling a single word. 

The report as amended was adopted. 

11, The controversy between the Waiters’ 
Alliance and subordinate unions having been 
referred to a special committee, we have taken 
no action in the matter, but approve of the 


earnest effort of the Executive Council in 
trying to bring the conflicting interests to- 
gether. 

—— 


. We concur in the action of the Execu- 
ng ‘Council in appropriating money to place 
organizers in the field, and we urgently re- 
quest that this Convention make necessary 
provision to further the work of organizing 
throughout the whole country, and especially 
in the South and West. 

Adopted. 


The committee recommends that the Ex 
sendin Council be authorized to use its influ- 
ence to have enacted such laws as will give 
to the people of the District of Columbia the 
right of franchise and place them on an equal- 
ity with other citizens of the United States. 

Adopted. 


14. The following recommendations of the 
Executive Council the committee concurs in: 

Inasmuch as the continuous and overwhelm- 
ing flood of boycott circulars sent to locai un- 
wns indiscriminately without authority of the 
A. F. of L., leads to confusion and ineffective- 
ness in pushing unfair firms to settlement on 
union terms, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we disapprove of any lo- 
cal, national or international union sending 
out any circular calling for a boycott unless 
the same is first indorsed by the A. F. of 
L., and in case a boycott circular is sent out 
without such indorsement, the Executive 
Council will feel justified in refusing to sus- 
tain the boycott. 

Finding that the name and prestige of our 
organization have been exploited to base _pur- 
poses by unscrupulous persons, we adopted the 
following resolution, which we recommend to 
your consideration and approval. 

RESOLVED, That we hereby notify all bus- 
iness men, trade unionis s, and the public 
generally, that no advertising agent or solici- 
tor is authorized in any manner or under any 
pretense to solicit advertisements or subscrip- 
tions of money in the name or in behalf of 
the American Federation of Labor for any so- 
called souvenirs, labor directories or hand 
books. We further request the earnest co- 
operation of all affiliated unions in enforcing 
this resolution. 

Adopted. 

This committee recommends that Resolution 
No. 71, page 71, Second Day’s Proceedings, 
be referred to the Grievance Committee. 

Adopted. 

There are several questions of such minor 
importance in the report of the Executive 
Council that the committee did not consider 
it necessary to make special reference thereto. 
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We respectfully endorse the action of the 
Executive Council on all matters that it has 
taken under consideration in its report sub- 
mitted to us. 
Pane as ye 7 ta Chairman, 
L.. 





OQ’ BRIE NT, 
Dz AN’ L J. KEEFE 
J. W. WHITE, 
C. H. ADAMS, 
T. L. LEWIS, Secretary. 


On motion the amended was 


adopted. 


report as 


The Committee on Boycotts and Labels sub- 
mitted the following report: 
On Resolution No. 121 
ports favorably. Adopted. 
On Resolution No. 122 
ports favorably. Adopted. 
On Resolution No. 128 the committee rec- 
ommends it be referred to incoming Executive 

Council. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 127 the committee reports 
favorably and recommend it be referred to 
incoming Executive Council. Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 135 the committee rec- 
ommends it be referred to incoming Executive 
Adopted. 


the committee re- 


the committee re- 


Council. 
On Resolution No. 88 the committee recom- 
mends it be referred to the incoming Execu- 
tive Council. 
Delegate M. 
F. of &.. 


posed to the resolution. 


Donnelly did not know the A. 
published a fair list. He was op- 
Delegate Kidd was opposed to the resolution 
was scarcély a firm that was 
organized labor that 
put on the fair list. If adopted it would com- 
pel his craft to take every firm from the fair 
list. 

Delegate Jahns declared we stand as opposed 
to using unfair goods. If we make this list 
at all, we should demand that the product 
should be handled by union men throughout. 
Bowman said there were men in 
his business so closely allied to the proprie- 
tor they could not take them into the organi- 
take them out on a 


because there 


friendly to would be 


Delegate 


zation, and could not 
strike. 

Warner desired to make a motion 
that the Council be authorized to 
make a strictly union list; that the word “‘fair’’ 
be stricken out of the resolution and the words 
’ inserted in lieu thereof. 


Delegate 
Executive 


“strictly union’ 
Delegate Cahill thought that by creating 

such a list it would be fair to all crafts. 

was opposed to the amend- 

before manu- 


Delegate Carey 
ment if it applied to material 


factured. 
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moved a_ substitute that 
the resolutions be referred to the next Con- 
vention, and the Secretary instructed to print 
them in the programme. 


Delegate T,ennon 


Delegate Monahan opposed the substitute 
and desired immediate action. 

Delegate Braunschweig opposed the resolu- 
tion because it would be unfair to organizations 


represented in the A. F. of L. 

Dernell said the matter was of 
more importance than the delegates imagined. 
He also asked if the delegates considered the 
amount of work (and abuse) it would put on 
the officers of the A. F. of L. It was unfair 
in this way. ‘he Cigarmakers have no juris- 
diction over other trades. 


Delegate 


Delegate O’Sullivan favored the substitute. 
It required time to be considered by the trades 
represented. The matter should be placed 
upon the programme next year and the Con- 
vention would then be prepared to discuss it. 

Delegate McCoy favored the report of the 
Committee and was opposed to any amendment 
or reference. 

On motion the rules were suspended and 
time for adjournment extended to 1 o’clock. 

Delegate J. W. White was opposed to refer- 
ring the resolution if good could come of it 
now. 

Delegate Autler thought it was impracticable 
at the present time, and was opposed to the 
resolution and favored postponement. 

Delegate Driscoll was opposed to postpone- 
ment. There craftsmen employed in 
various establishments not eligible to member- 
ship in any union. 


were 


Delegate Miller said the subject was one 
of vast importance, one we did not under- 
stand, and favored laying it over. 

Delegate McCormick advocated postpone- 


ment of consideration until the next conven- 
tion. 


On motion the 
dered. 


previous question was or- 


The substitute was agreed to. 


Delegate Donnelly moved the report of the 
Grievance Committee be made special order at 
2 o'clock. Adopted. 


Delegate committee to 
organize an Interna- 
tional Union, reported that he had succeeded, 


and had also organized a National Union of 


Kidd, as a_ special 


assist the Firemen to 


Teamsters. 
Delegate Doyle asked if the adoption of the 
report would issue a charter to the Firemen. 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 119 


The chair stated if there were a sufficient 
number of locals, and the requirements of the 
A. F. of L. were complied 
would be issued. 


with, a charter 


Delegate 
ance of a charter. 


Doyle protested against the issu- 


Delegate Morrison asked Delegate Doyle if 
his organization claimed jurisdiction over the 
Firemen. 
Delegate Doyle said it did not, but that 
the two organizations were so 
they 


allied 
understanding between 
them as to an alliance, offensive and defen- 
sive. 


closely 


should have an 


Delegate Plieman said the Stationary Fire- 
men had not refused to consult with the En- 
gineers. have 
them, but desired to 
There was no grievance at 


They deemed it necessary to 
an understanding with 
have a charter. 
the present time. 
Firemen had 
met a conference from the Engineers and re- 
ferred the proposition to the locals. If locals 
decided to affiliate they would meet them at 
their national Convention. 


Delegate Morman said the 


He hoped the pro- 
test would be unheeded. 

Delegate Cable stated the Firemen and En- 
gineers were two trades, and could not see 
why the protest was made. 

Delegate Kent said the report of the com- 
mittee should be received and the matter of 
granting a charter be referred to the incom- 
ing Executive Council. 
thought the matter 


should be referred to the two organizations. 


Delegate Monaghan 
He moved that the matter be referred to the 
incoming Executive Council, and they be re- 
quired to enter into correspondence with them 
in an endeavor to amalgamate the two bodies. 


claimed the A. F. of L,. 
had recognized the firemen and the Engineers 


Delegate Mahon 
had not protested. Now that they were getting 
strong the Engineers come forward with a pro- 
test. 

Delegate J. W. White thought this was not 
a question to be referred, and that the ques- 
tion should be settled by the Convention. 

Delegate 
the Executive Council. 


3owman opposed the reference to 
It should be settled 
now. 


Delegate Miller thought it would be an out- 
rage to postpone action. They certainly had a 
right to organize and be granted a charter 


without regard to the engineers. 


Delegate Doyle claimed that friction existed 


between the Firemen now. The Engineers 
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had assisted the Firemen to organize. In 
many small towns two unions could not be 
maintained, but one could, 

Delegate McCormick said that if no protests 
were made to seating the Firemen delegates 
in the Convention, he was in favor of grant- 
ing them a charter. 

Delegate Curry favored granting them a 
charter immediately. 

The motion to refer was lost. 

The report of the committee was received 
and adopted. 

The Kansas City World, through the local 
Arrangements Committee, requested the Con- 
vention to permit it to be photographed. No 
objection. 


Delegate Schmalz and Bonbright were ex- 
cused from further attendance. 

Delegate Kirby, for the Utah Federation of 
Labor, tendered the thanks of that body for 
the $500 donated in the eight-uour cause. 
The action of the A. F. of L. had cemented 
labor in that section. In behalf of Utah and 
the whole West, he thanked the A. F. of L,. 


The Committee on Organization reported, 
commending the work of Delegate Kidd, and 
recommending a clause in the constitution of 
the Teamsters National Union fixing the eli- 
gibility of team owners to those owning five 
teams, the owner to drive one of the teams. 

Referred to the incoming Executive Coun- 
cil. 


Adjourned at 1 p. m. 


SEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 2 
p.m. by President Gompers. 

On motion the roll call was dispensed with. 

On motion the reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

On motion the Convention went into ex- 
ecutive session. 

Delegate Black submitted the following re- 
port of the Grievance Committee: 

To the Officers and Members of the A. F. of 

Lak 
_Your committee, in considering Resolution 
No. 58, presented by the representative of the 
Machinists Union, cannot but express regret 
that it should have been injected into the 
proceedings at this stage of its history. We 
fully realize that the question is one of ex- 
ceeding delicacy and could only have been 
satisfactorily adjusted by representatives of the 
I. T. U. and I. A. M. without the inter 
vention of a third party. In the present in- 
stance it comes before us without the consent 
of one of the parties at interest, and neither 
party expresses a willingness to accept the de- 
cision of this Convention as final. While it 
has always been the policy of the A. F. of 
L,. to discountenance any infringement of the 
legitimate jurisdiction of an affiliated organiza- 
tion, we deem it to be part of the work of the 

_F. of L. to determine such details of jur- 
isdiction as these submitted, unless it is con- 
stituted arbitrator of the disputed point by 
consent and at the wish of both parties. 

It has also been pointed out to your com- 
mittee that the resolution of the Syracuse 
convention of the I. T. U. as quoted in Reso- 
lution No. 58, will not become a part of the 
policy of the I. T. U., until the result of 


the referendum vote of that organization, now 
being taken, is known. 

We would, therefore, recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolution as a_ subtsi- 
tute for Resolution No. 58 

That it is the sense of this convention that 
while the result of the vote on the proposed 
constitutional amendment now before the 
membership of the I. T. U., remains uncertain, 
it would be unwise and premature for the 
F. of L. to render a deéision as the one sug- 
gested by Resolution No. 58 

And further, that while the policy of the 
. lL. has always been to uphold an 
Z organization in the rightful exercise 
of its trade jurisdiction, we strongly recom- 
mend the I. T. U. and the I. A. M. to make 
still another effort to settle the question when 
the result of the vote above mentioned is 
ascertained, either by agreeing to arbitration 
by an impartial tribunal of trade unionists, or 
such other means as may present themselves. 

By the adoption of this resolution and its:ac- 
ceptance by both parties, we are strongly of 
the opinion that the best interests of trade 
unionism will be conserved and dangerous 
and un-unionlike friction between two import- 
ant members of the labor family averted. And 
the committee would further suggest to the 
bodies inte seated. as a possible solution of the 
difficulty, that the I. T. U. ask an expres- 
sion of its membership upon the proposition 
of inviting the Machinists employed in_print- 
ing offices to become affiliated with the Allied 
Printing Trades Councils, 

Delegate O’Connell moved to non-concur 
in the committee’s report. Lost. 





On motion the substitute offered by the com- 
mittee was adopted. 
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Delegates Reid, Warner and Woodbury de- 


sired to be recorded as voting no. 


Resolution No. 98.—We recommend that the 
Secretary of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to call the attention of the 
Trades Council of Birmingham, Ala., to Sec- 
tion 1, Article XII, of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, and instruct 
it to refuse representation to the National 
League of Musicians in accordance with said 


section, subject to the penalty — prescribed 
therein. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 99—We would recommend 


that the controversy between T. and L. A., o 
Denver, Col., and No. 20 A. F. of M. be re- 
ferred to the incoming Executive Board of 
the American Federation of Labor for imme- 
diate action. This in order that T. and L.-A 
of Denver may be able to answer the accus- 
ation made. 


Adopted. 


Resolution No. 106.—Recommend that the 
Secretary of the A. F. of L. notify F. 
No. 7014 that certain of their members are 
charged with “scabbing”’ “ No 51, te 
S. E., and instruct said F. U. to investigate 
same, and on proof of ie to expel them. 
Failure to follow these instructions to be fol- 
lowed by forfeiture of charter. 


Adopted. . 


Resolution No. 115.—Recommend the strik- 
ing out of the first “whereas’’ and adoption 
of the remainder of the resolution. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation ot 
Labor recognizes the American Federation of 
Musicians as the only bona fide union of mu- 
sicians; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That local bodies of the build- 
ing Trades Council of the city of Chicago, 
which are affiliated with or chartered under 
the American Federation of Labor, be re- 
quested to use their utmost endeavors to have 
the employment of non-union musicians by the 
Building Trades Council of Chicago recon- 
sidered and annulled, and that they demand 
the employment of musicians belonging to Lo- 
cal No. 10 of the American Federation of 
Musicians, said union being the only local of 
Union Musicians in the city of Chicago recog- 
nized by the American Federation of Labor. 


Delegate Hahn desired to withdraw the res- 
olution. So ordered. 


Resolution No. 90 recommend that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Local or Federated 
Bodies. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 97.—Recommend that, inas- 
much as the Steamfitters Protective Associa- 
tion is not an affiliated body with the A. F. 
of L., your Executive Council has no juris- 
diction in the controversy, but would suggest 
that if the S. F. P. A. apply for affiliation 
with the A. F. of L., the Executive Council 
will endeavor to effect a settlement between 
that organization and the Automatic Sprink- 
lers’ Union, preferably by recommending that 
the S. F. P. A. grant them a special charter 
under their jurisdiction. 


We would strongly advise the officers of the 


A. F. 


of L. that in granting charters to lo- 
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cal unions in the future, they carefully de- 
termine whether applicants might be properly 
classed as a sub-division of some other or- 
ganized trade, in which case they should first 
be advised to affiliate with the national organi- 
zation of that trade, failing to do which a 
charter under the A. F. of L., should be de- 
aed. 
Recommitted to the committee. 


Resolution No. 
J. W. White. 


Resolution No. 53.-—From the experience of 
all organized crafts it has been demonstrated 
that the policy of opposing the introduction of 
labor saving machinery is both futile and 
unwise, and we are strongly of the opinion 
that the International Union of Coopers will 
conserve the best interests of its members by 
directing its policy so that the journeymen 
coopers will retain control of such labor-saving 
machinery. We, however, recognize and ac- 
knowledge the right of the organized coopers to 
determine what policy is best for their own 
interests, and would, therefore, recommend 
that Resolution No. 53 be not adopted. 

Agreed to. 


131, withdrawn by Delegate 


JOHN F. TOBIN, Chairman, 
JOHN SLOCUM, 

GEO. H. WARNER, 

Cc. L. BOWIMAN, 

LU GRANT, 

JOHN FAHY, 

D. BL ACK, Secretary. 


On motion the Convention arose from exec- 
utive session. 

Delegate Cake moved to suspend the rules 
and remain in session until 7:30. 

Agreed to. 


The following communications were read 
to the Convention: 
Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 18, 1898. 
Hi. Howe, Shoe Manufacturer, Marlboro, 
Mass. : 
American Federation of Labor representa- 


tive directed to meet you and endeavor to ar- 
rive at adjustment of strike. 
Please wire, my expense, 
tive can —- you. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, President. 
Marlboro, Mass., Dec. 
Samuel Gompers, President American 
tion of Labor, Kansas City, Mo.: 
Will meet representative United States Me 
tel, Boston, Saturday, December 24 p.n 
S. HOWE. 
Delegate Miller moved that when this Eight- 
Annual Convention adjourn sine die it 
Tuesday. 


when representa- 


19, 1898. 
Federa- 


eenth 
be at 7:30 p.m., 
moved to 


Delegate Cake substitute 5 for 


7 330. 

Delegate Woodbury opposed the motion be- 
cause of the weighty matters pending which 
should receive the deliberate attention of the 
Convention. 


Delegate Lloyd thought that if we cut off 
debate we could adjourn at 5 o’clock. 
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Delegate Dold opposed the motion. His 
organization had business before the Conven- 
tion, and thought it should remain in session 
until all business was completed. 

The vote was taken on 7:30. Lost. 

The proposition to adjourn sine die at 5 
o’clock Tuesday was lost. Ayes 29; noes, 40. 

Delegate Black submitted the following re- 
port for the Committee on the Eight Hour 
Day: 

To the Officers and Members of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

Your special committee, appointed to con- 
sider all references to the eight-hour work day, 
conceived it to be the desire of this Conven- 
tion that they should endeavor to point some 
way whereby the movement in this direction 
by the wage workers of America could be ac- 
celerated, and not that they should simply 
make an addition to eight hour literature or 
give reasons why an eight hour work day has 
become an essential reform. Every member 
of organized labor, in theory at least, is a be- 
liever in a reduction of the hours of labor. 
We say in theory, for we regret to note that 
in actual practice, when opportunity offers, 
many of them are not averse to working more 
than ten hours, and we take this opportunity 
to heartily commend a recent suggestion of the 
Executive Council, that every trade unionist 
do what he can to discourage the working of 
over-time. 

Selfishness and the fear of recurring depres- 
sions, with their suffering and poverty, com- 
bine to make men eager to work to the limit 
of endurance when opportunity affords; it is 
to show them the folly and the mistaken reas- 
oning which prompts their action that it is the 
task of the American Federation of Labor and 
every organized body of workingmen in this 
country. It is a matter of education, of A 
peals to their understanding, and, we regret 
to say, that we can offer no better means to 
this end than what has been suggested time 
and again by similar committees to this body— 
the distribution of literature, public’ speaking, 
agitation in the labor press and discussion of 
the subject in the meeting room. It would be 
profitable, indeed, if every local body through- 
out your jurisdiction would set apart a por- 
tion of its time for the discussion of 
“Hours of  Labor,’’ the reduetion of 
which should be one of the first and is the 
most important reform to which workingmen 
should give their attention. 

We are pleased to note in the President’s 
report that such gratifying progress has been 
made in securing an eight-hour work-day tor 
all employes on Government work. We can 
not express too strongly the necessity of our 
representatives at Washington pushing this 
legislation till it shall have been enacted into 
a law. Apart from the benefit that will accrue 
to the workingmen immediately affec sted by its 
provisions, it furnishes an example and gives 
a demonstration of its success to other work- 
ingmen and employers, and will constitute one 
of the most powerful ‘nfluences for the exten- 
sion of the principle. 

We are of the opinion that the merits of the 
amendment to the Federal Constitution offered 
by Congressman Lovering of Massachusetts, 
empowering Congress to regulate hours of la- 
bor, while, apparently, in line with the ex- 


pressed desire of the A. F. of L. at its con- 
vention of last year, are not sufficiently de- 
veloped to merit your endorsement at this 
time. We do not desire to impugn the mo- 
tives of those who support this measure in 
Congress, but we are alive to the fact that 
such a power given to Congress could be used 
to increase, as well as decrease, the hours of 
labor, and our experience in securing eight- 
hour legislation does not justify us in believ- 
ing that Congress would lend a more attentive 
ear to more general legislation along this line. 
We would only recommend our representatives 
to keep a wakeful eye upon this legislation with 
a view to definite action by a future conven 
tion. 

We share the gratification expressed by the 
President on the victory scored by the work- 
ingmen of Utah, whose eight-hour law has 
been upheld by the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and commend the action of the 
Executive Council in donating $500 to assist 
in bearing the expense entailed in the defense 
of this law, the success of which is of gen- 
eral import. 

We endorse resolution No. 96 by Delegate 
S. B. Donnelly, as amended by the Conven- 
tion, and are strongly of the opinion that ev- 
ery infringement upon the eight-hour limita- 
tion, whether in the postoffice or other gov- 
ernment departments, should meet with our 
unqualified opposition. If “extraordinary 
emergency” does make it necessary in some 
departments that the employes work more 
than eight hours per day, we emphasize the 
opinion already expressed by this Convention 
that over-time should be paid for at the rate 
of time and one-half. 

We have heard with pleasure that the Gran- 
ite Cutters’ National Union has adopted an 
amendment to its constitution committing its 
members to the full introduction of the eight 
hour day in their trade on May 1, 1900, and 
recommend the endorsement of resolution No. 
91, by Delegate Duncan. We believe that no 
better impetus can be given the movement 
than by yielding our most substantial support 
to any affiliated organization whose makers 
are ready to make a stand for the vindication 
of the principle of the shorter work-day. One 
success of this character is, in our opinion 
of greater value to the movement as an edu- 
cator and molder of thought than months of 
effort along other educational lines. Of so 
much importance do we consider it to the gen- 
eral movement that we would recommend that 
the incoming Executive Council be instructed 
in their report to the Nineteenth Convention 
of the A. F. of L., to offer suggestions where- 
by the most effective moral and material sup- 
port of —s organizations can be ac- 
corded the G. C. N. U. in 1goo. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DAVID BLACK, Chairman, 
WM. J. O’BRIEN, 

J. W. WHITE, 
oe A DONOHU E, 





EDWARD B. SABINE, 
GEO. F. KENNEY, 


IGS. J. © AHIL, es Secretary. 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Delegate Inskip submitted the report, for 
the Fraternal Delegates, on resolution No. 
112, as follows: 
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My colleague and self have considered the 
resolution relegated to us, and we desire to re- 
port as follows: 

That in view of there being an International 
socialistic, political and trade union congress 
already decided upon for the year 1900, and 
the fact that the Parliamentary Committee of 
the British Trades Congress have decided not 
to take part or give countenance to the ames 
we feel that we are unable to recommend the 
holding of a bona fide International Trade Un- 
ion Congress in 1900 

WILLIAM a HORN, 
W. INSKI 

Adopted. 

Delegate McCormick, for the Committee on 
Laws, submitted the following report: 

On resolution No. 79 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 


On resolution No. 13 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 


On resolution No. 12 the committee reports 
adversely. Adopted. 


The committee recommends that the Consti- 
tution be amended by striking out the word 
“Trade” in the last line of Section 1, Art. 4, 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word ‘‘Labor,” 
so that the last sentence of the section will 
read as follows: 


“Only bona fide wage-workers who are not 
members of, or eligible to, membership in 
other trade unions, shall be eligible as dele- 
gates from Federal Labor unions.”’ Adopted. 


On resolution No. 59 the committee reports 
adversely. 

Delegate Cowen said a large number of lo- 
cals were not represented as they should be— 
were taxed but not represented. There were 
several bodies of organized workers who had 
as large a membership as some of the Na- 
tional unions, and only had one vote in the 
Convention. He thought they were entitled 
to more. a 

Delegate O’Sullivan said the Boston Central 
Labor Union did not know the numerical 
strength of the unions affiliated, and they 
didn’t want to know. He was opposed to the 
resolution. 

Delegate Valentine said the committee re- 
ported adversely to prevent double repre- 
sentation. 

Delegate Gilthorpe argued that the local un- 
ions should have representation according to 
taxation. 

Delegate Lennon said the proposition is not 
in accord with the constitution. The object 
is to secure double representation. 

Delegate Duncan thought the argument in 
favor of the proposition was not good. 

Delegate Driscoll thought one vote was suf- 
ficient for central bodies. Adopted. 


On resolution No. 23 the committee reperts 
adversely. Adopted. 

On the amendment to add a new section, 
proposed by Delegate Lennon, the committee 
Adopted. 


On the amendment by Delegate Lennon, re- 
quiring submission of full statement of griev- 
ances before strike is ordered, etc., report fa- 
vorably. 


report adversely. 


Delegate Furuseth asked how it would ap- 
ply to the Columbia Fishermen’s Union. The 
fish don’t wait; they have to be caught at the 
time. The proprietors often make cuts in 
wages without a moment’s notice, and the 
men are a thousand miles away. 

Delegate O’Connell was convinced some rule 
should be laid down holding unions receiv- 
ing assistance accountable to somebody. Un- 
der the present system they are responsible 
to nobody. He was in favor of the amend- 
ment. 

Delegate Gowen said times arose when it 
was necessary to call the men out instantly, 
and it would be hardship to keep them with- 
out money. 

Delegate Mahon said the amendment was 
to protect the A. F. of L. from ill-advised 
strikes. He favored the amendment. 

Delegate Kirby favored the amendment. 
The people of his section, if they had just 
cause, would strike without asking anybody. 

Delegate Curry favored the amendment, as 
he believed a craft understood its business 
better than anybody else. Adopted. 

On resolution No. 54 the committee reports 
adversely. Adopted. 

On resolution No. 29 the committee report 
favorably, and amended by striking out the 
word “shall’”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word ‘‘may,” so that it will read: ‘Section 1 
—All organizations affiliated with the A. F. 
of L. may become applicants,” etc. 

Delegate Kidd believed the adoption and 
incorporation of this section in the laws 
would be a dead letter, as it could not be en- 
forced. 

Delegate Cable opposed the amendment on 
the ground that he thought it violated the 
autonomy of the unions. 

Delegate Jahns thought it would be a hard 
matter to convince the membership that it was 
a good measure, and was opposed to the 
amendment. 

Delegate Woodbury said if the change 
would work to the best interests of the un- 
ions he would support it. He was a believer 
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in high dues and thought a large fund should 
always be on hand. No National organiza- 
tion had yet reached that point, and it would 
be hard to collect such a fund by the A. F. 
of IL. We have to meet conditions as we find 
them, and the present was inopportune. The 
first thing to do was to educate the local un- 
ions up to that standard. 

Delegate Lennon said the proposition did 
not compel any of the International unions 
‘to come into the fund, but was intended to ap- 
ply to local unions. It was not intended to 


destroy the autonomy of any union. He was 
satisfied it would be beneficial to the small 
unions. There was difficulty in forming na- 
tional unions because it meant increased dues. 
Adopted. 

Delegate Donnelly requested to be excused. 
Request granted. 

On motion the rules were suspended and 
the hour of 8 A. M. set as time for conven- 
ing. 


At 7 P. M. the convention adjourned. 


EIGHTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Convention called to order by President 
Gompers at 8 A. M. 

Roll call. 

Absentees: Garrity, Mulholland, McGuire, 
Kent, Monaghan, Autler, O’Brien, O’Connell, 
Warner, Fahy, Black, Hahn, Sullivan, Me- 
Bride, Kenney, Kelly, Smith, White, Kidd, 
Shalvoy, Jones, O’Sullivan, Strauss, Hayes, 
Rife, Bradley, Keefer, Noonan, Donnelly, Du- 
gan, Fahey, Smith, Barrett, McNulty, Blain, 
Cowan, Brush, Shamp, Bausch, Plieman, Mor- 
ton, Brown, Henry, Dalton, Timilty, Mor- 
man, Snedegar, Reynolds, Sefferien, Maher, 
Innis, Simpson, Callahan and Bux. 

Delegate Dold arose to a question of per- 
sonal privilege and said he desired to have 
the application of the Piano Makers for a Na- 
tional Union acted on before he left Kansas 
City, and was so instructed by his organiza- 
tion. 

It was moved that a committee of three be 
appointed to take into consideration*the form- 
ing of a National organization of Piano Ma- 
kers and report to the Convention. Adopted. 

The President appointed as this commit- 
tee, Delegates Kidd, Dold and McGuire. 

Delegate Grant stated that he understood 
the Steamfitters had applied for a charter, and 
were refused. 

Delegate Lennon, for the Executive Coun- 
cil, stated that parties in interest had been 
heard, and it was the sense of the Council 
that the charter should not be issued, because 
one of our organizations, the Plumbers, Gas- 
fitters, etc., claimed jurisdiction over the 
Steamfitters. 

Delegate Dold moved that Mr. Mangan be 
granted the privilege of the floor for fifteen 


minutes to place before the Convention the 
Steammftters’ side of the case. 

Delegate Woodbury said he believed the 
gentleman should be heard. 

Delegate O’Niel protested against granting 
him the privilege of the floor or granting the 
union a charter. 

The previous question was ordered. Mo- 
tion adopted. 

Mr. Mangan said he was not here represent- 
ing the Chicago people, but was the represent- 
ative of the Steamfitters of the United States. 
The organization was not composed of. se- 
ceders. The organization was formed in Oc- 
tober, 1888. He described the Steamfitter’s 
calling and how it was related to plumbing. 
The plumbing business had been completely 
revolutionized in the past ten years. Lead pipe 
had been put aside for iron pipe, and the rev- 
olution was still going on. Steam heating 
was once a luxury, but is now a necessity. We 
have local unions in Toledo. All the helpers 
receive $1.60 per day of nine hours. The 
Plumbers forced the Steamfitters out of the 
central body. Why did they do it? It seemed 
to him it was a prearranged plan in the in. 
terest of the bosses. He read from the 
Plumbers’ proceedings, and quoted that the 
Plumbers wanted the Steamfitters “so we 
could control them.’”” They made a_proposi- 
tion to amalgamate the association which, he 
declared, would be unfair to the Steamfitters. 
He cited instances where his people, when on 
treated by the 
Plumbers. They were affiliated with the Chi- 
cago Federal Labor Union, and he challenged 


strike, had been badly 


the Plumbers to show membership therein, or 
in any other city of importance where the 
Steamfitters were organized. The constitu- 
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tion for the Steamfitters was written by them- 
selves. He cited the Stonecutters and Marble- 
cutters, the Carpenters and Cabinetmakers, the 
Harnessmakers and Shoemakers to show the 
affinity existing in trades. He asked 
the meaning of autonomy as guaranteed by 
the A. F. of L. Said he thought he had 
shown that his trade was recognized as a sep- 


other 


arate and distinct one, and was entitled to a 
charter. The Steamfitters forced the Sprink- 
lers off a building in one city because they 
received less money than they did. He had 
been asked if they would take in the Sprink- 
lers, and had 
open to all. 
the Sprinklers, although they were getting less 
compensation. 


replied that their doors were 
They would open their doors to 


Delegate Furuseth asked, Where there is no 
organization, is there a distinction between 
the two trades? 

Mr. Mangan replied in the affirmative. 

Delegate O’Niel said the Sprinklers had 
been in business ten years. Their wages were 
then and are today greater than the Steam- 
fitters. The membership travel a great deal. 
The wages were $3 a day of eight hours. Our 
they 
country. The 


capture our organi- 


people were hard to organize because 
scattered all 
Steamfitters attempted to 
zation and have carried on a system of per- 


They visited the bosses in Chicago 


were over the 


secution. 
while we were on a strike, and said they would 
do these men’s work if they would show them 
how. They were guarded by policemen. The 
Steamfitters have taken our places in many in- 
stances while we were on strike. 

Delegate Spencer declared the Steamfitters 
seceding organization from _ the 

He denied that their membership 
was 2,000 strong. If they were a legitimate 
body since 1888, how was it that they were 
not affiliated long ago, instead of making ap- 
plication at this late day? They did not seek 
affiliation until they got into trouble with the 
Plumbers. We work for the same firms. The 
Plumbers often do the work of the Steamfit- 
Why should they not be in the same 
organization? Why protest 
against admitting the Steamfitters when we are 
a dual organization? All we ask is to leave the 
matter in the hands of the Executive Council. 
We will divide the offices with them and let 
their four members of the 
settle their 


were a 
Plumbers. 


ters. 
should we not 


Executive Board 
pass upon and differences. Let 
the Executive Council draft a basis of settle- 
ment for amalgamation and we will abide by 
it. He was satisfied with the 
tion of the Executive Council. 


recommenda- 
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Delegate McGuire said there were members 
of the council who did not believe the Steam- 
fitters should be denied a charter. He thought 
the matter a fit subject for settlement by a 
special 
that through the trickery of a former secre- 
tary their application for a charter had been 
withheld. 


committee on _ arbitration. He said 


Delegate Lennon moved the following as 


a substitute: 

That a committee, to consist of G. W. Per- 
kins, R. W. Woodbury and T. J. Elderkin, 
be and hereby are investigate 
the question of the advisability of the amal- 
gamation of the Steamfitters with the Plumb- 
ers, or 


requested to 


of the granting of a separate charter 
to the Steamfitters, and shall report to the 
President of the American Federation of La- 
bor their findings and recommendations with- 
in sixty days after the close of this Conven- 
tion, and the Executive Council shall, upon 
receipt of said report, again take up the ques- 
tion for consideration. 

Delegate McEwen said in case the commit- 
tee should recommend a separate charter, it 
would take away a large portion of the Plumb- 
ers’ membership without their consent. The 
two branches are coming closer together every 
pipe is being displaced by iron, 
and there was very little difference now be- 
tween the two trades. 


day. Lead 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved the entire mat- 
ter be referred to the Executive Council for 
adjudication. 

Delegate Cake said the propositions submit- 
ted were fair, and supported the action of the 
Executive Council. 

Delegate Duncan said he thought it unwise 
to separate the organizations, and that the 
\. F. of L. should use their best efforts to 
amalgamate the two bodies. He favored the 
action of the Executive Council. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The substitute was 
noes, 20. 


adopted. Ayes, 27; 
Delegate McCormick, for the Committee on 
Laws, submitted the following report: 
On resolution No. 15 the committee reports 
favorably. 


Dold opposed increasing the per 
capita from 2 to 5 cents because, in his opin- 
ion, it would stop hoped 
the resolution would not be concurred in. 


Delegate 


organization. He 


Delegate Black was called to the chair. 


opposed the 
The A. F. 


President (Gompers report of 


the committee. of L. had enough 
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to contend with now. The Convention should 
not put additional burdens upon them at pres- 
ent. He always held that men who refuse 
to pay high dues pay very much more into 
the coffers of the employers. He advocated 
high dues in the unions, but not in the A. #. 
of I. While we are largely composed of 
skilled trades, we have over 100,000 unskilled 
workmen. The increase last year was justi- 
fiable but an increase at this time would ap- 
pear to be unjust. 

Delegate O’Connell said the time had come 
for the A. F. of L. to make an effort to edu- 
cate the unions to pay higher dues. If there 
were organization that could not pay 5 cents 
per capita we should let them go. 

President Gompers asked, that if out of the 
5 cents the local was not to receive benefit, 
what does the proposition imply? 

Delegate O’Connell said that in case of trou- 
ble the organizations could receive some bene- 
fit, and we could help handle their difficulty. 
He supported the committee’s report. 

Delegate Cowen said when a local gets into 
trouble it has to go begging, and that is not 
a nice thing to do. The time had come when 
those people who get $1 a day ought to pay, 
for it was for their benefit. Organizations go 
down with low dues because they have noth- 
ing in their treasury. 


President Gompers declared that he did not 


oppose high dues, but opposed high assess- 
ments in the A. F. of L. 
Delegate Innis favored high dues. He be- 


lieved in higher assessments for the A. F. of L. 
Delegate Mahon favored the adoption of the 
proposition. The American Federation of La- 
bar should teach the policy of high dues. It 
builds up an organization and keeps the mem- 
bers closer together. It would assist in the 
work of organization. The unskilled workers 
need attention and help. How will you accom- 
plish this without funds? You can’t organize 
men on wind. Unions won’t form National un- 
ions so long as the American Federation of 
Labor maintains the low per capita. They re- 
main as locals attached to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor because it is cheaper. 
Delegate Kirby felt it necessary to support 
the proposition, and thought National unions 
should also pay the increase asked. In order 
to send out your organizers you must 
funds, and the present does not 
meet the requirements. 


have 

per capita 
Give us of the Moun- 
tain States the opportunity and we will assist 
the National unions and make our section the 
equal of any. 


| 1898 


Delegate Jahns desired to know why there 
was so great a difference between a National 
union and a Federal 
of the American 


Labor union. The time 
Federation of Labor officers 
was largely taken up by trade unions and not 
by Federal Labor unions. He advocated a per 
capita for the Federal Labor unions in_ pro- 
portion to the attention they receive. 

Delegate Jahns asked if the question were 
based upon the dues of all unions affiliated. 

The Chair—No. 

Delegate Cable said that according to the 
resolutions, if adopted, the Federal Labor un- 
ions would get the same benefits accorded to 
National unions. 


Delegate O’Connell moved a substitute that 
the President and Secretary refer the ques- 
tion to the members at interest 
dum vote. 


for referen- 


The previous question was ordered. 
The substitute was lost—28 for to 36 against. 

Delegate 
stituting 


Lossie moved to 


3 cents for 5 cents. 


amend by sub- 
Lost. 

The report of the committee was adopted— 
ayes, 47; noes, 17, 

Delegates Dold, Dresler, Jahns, Brown, Mc- 
Coy, Cahill, Coy and Lossie desired to be re- 
corded as voting against the increase of the 
per capita tax on local unions. 


President Gompers resumed the chair. 


The committee reported adversely on _ reso- 
lution No. 13, as it was covered by another 
resolution already passed upon and agreed to. 

The committee submitted the following 
amendment to Section 1, Article XI, by strik- 
ing out after the word “month” in the third 
line, the entire sentence down to and includ- 
ing the fifth line, that it may read as follows: 


“Central labor bodies and State Federations 
containing 1,000 members or less shall pay 
$2.50 every three months; containing over 


” 


1,000 members, $5 every three months. 


State Federa- 
know its nu- 
Their money was spent for 
in the interest of labor. By adopt- 
ing this law you make it a hardship on these 
people. The a fair 
Keep your hands off at this time. Give us 
an opportunity to do something. Members of 
the Massachusetts Committee do 
their services and pay 
He opposed the amend- 


Delegate O’Sullivan said the 
tion of Massachusetts did not 
merical strength. 
legislation 


proposition is not one. 


Legislative 
not get anything for 
their own expenses. 
ment. 


Delegate Morrison said so far as state bod- 
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ies were concerned their per capita was not 
increased or decreased. 

Delegate Lennon said it made but slight 
change in the amount received from central 
bodies. 

Delegate Furuseth said if you make this 
provision you will have to permit representa- 
tion according to taxation. He thought the 
amendment was unwise. 

Delegate McEwen was opposed to any in- 
crease in the per capita because his constitu- 
ents were now taxed as much as they could 
stand. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 
Ayes, 33; noes, 18. 

Delegate Morrison moved that the increased 
tax go into effect February 1, 1899. 

Adopted. 

Delegate O’Sullivan made the point of or- 
der that the subject was an amendment to 
the constitution and _ required a_ two-thirds 
vote. 

The chair decided the point well taken and 
that the amendment was defeated. 

A roll call for verification was ordered. 

For—Mulholland, Gilthorpe, Kent, Gom- 
pers, Tracy, Dernell, Whitaker, Cable, Adams, 
Monaghan, Cowen, Autler, Sabine, Duncan, 
lickens, Cake, Speelman, Leigh, Lawlor, Shaf- 
fer, Keefe, O’Connell, Reid, McCauley, 
Mitchell, Hunter, Lewis, Fahy, Fox, Valen- 
tine, Black, Miller, Hahn, Sullivan, Kenney, 
Kelly, Smith, Lennon, 3owman, Donohue, 
Donnelly, O’Rourke, Cain, Morrison, Kidd, 
Braunschweig, Bradicy, Donnelly, White, Mce- 
Cormick, Kirby Brown, Dold, O'Neil, Innis, 
Callahan—1,7 30. 

Against—Perigny, Bechtold, Zorn, Morris, 
Cahill, Dresler, Conine, Furuseth, Elderkin, 
Mills, White, Witzel, O’Sullivan, Driscoll} 
McEwen, Curry, Coy. McNeil, Lossie, Me- 
Nulty, Shamp, Timilty—356. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On resolution No. 63 the committee reports 
adversely. 

Delegate Lennon stated that the committee 
could not draft a law that would cover the 
many conflicting interests of like character. 

Delegate Bradley said he was instructed by 
his constituents to present the amendment. Six 
out of seven unions of butchers demanded this 
action. They claimed they received better 
service in Kansas City, Mo. He opposed the 
committee report. 

The committee’s recommendation was 
adopted. 

On resolution No. 68 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 

On resolution No. 69 the committee reports 
adversely. Adopted. 


On resolution No. 22 the committee reports 
adversely. Adopted. 

On resolution No. 34 the committee recom 
mends reference to the Convention. 

Delegate Perigny desired action on the res 
olution at as early a date as possible. The 





smaller organizations look for legislation first 
and organization afterward, and cited the Bak- 
ers of New York City, who are now working 
thirteen and fourteen hours per day, instead 
of eight. 

It was moved to amend to refer to the in- 
coming Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 38 was withdrawn, as it 
was in the hands of the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

On resolution No. 51 the committee reports 
adversely. 

Delegate O'Sullivan said this proposition 
had been submitted to the Massachusetts leg- 
islature. Good lawyers, in discussing the mat- 
ter, had said if it became a law it would do 
more than anything else to abolish child labor. 

Delegate McNeill said he hoped the propo- 
sition would not prevail, for if it became a 
law it would place a tax on these people, which 
would be a license, and he did not believe in 
that. 

Report adopted. 

On resolution No. 60 the committee reports 
adversely. 

Delegate Cowen said we needed funds, and 
this was a way to get them. The American 
Federation of Labor would have to say to the 
unions affiliated, we have got to have funds. 
Now we do not know how we will support 
strikers and locked-out men. 

The recommendation was non-concurred in. 
Ayes, 23; noes, 25. 

Delegate Cowen moved the adoption of the 
resolution. Agreed to. 


On resolution No. 61 the committee reports 
adversely. 

It was moved to non-concur in the report 
of the committee. 

Delegate Kent declared if the resolution 
should carry, the Carpenters could furnish 
work for two conventions. 

Delegate Cowen said the proposition didn’t 
affect other than affiliated bodies. We have 
no way to reach others. <A grievance of this 
sort should be brought up to the Executive 
Council immediately. It gives us the right to 
ask assistance when in trouble. 
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The motion to non-concur in the report of 
the committee was lost. The recommendation 
of the committee was adopted. 


Delegate McNeil moved the report of the 
committee as a whole, as amended, be adopted. 
Adopted unanimously. 


Delegate Duncan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported as follows: 


For resolutions Nos. 73 and 74 the commit- 
tee offers the following substitute: 

WHEREAS, A large merchant marine is 
desirable for industrial purposes and neces- 
sary from the standpoint of national defense, 
as proved by the difficulty in obtaining suit- 
able transports and experienced seamen dur- 
ing the late war; and 

WHEREAS, Among the sundry propositions 
to increase the merchant marine no cognizance 
is taken of the constantly decreasing number 
of native seamen; anc 

WHEREAS, We hold that any vess 
matter where built, would in no real s 
American vessels unless manned by native or 
citizen seamen; and 

WHEREAS, We bear in mind that the 
shipbuilders of our own country, by their 
own admission, are able to underbid the ship- 
builders of Europe; and 

WHEREAS, The hours of labor are shorter 
on the Clyde than in our yards; and 

WHEREAS, Our shipbuilders are now 
drawing their crews from the whole earth, re- 
gardless of experience, language, nationality 
or race, at rates of wages entirely controlled 
by localities and the same to all nations’ ves- 
sels; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That while we favor an in- 
creased national merchant marine, we are op- 
posed to any and all subsidies, holding that 
they are unnecessary and have so far done 
nothing to improve the condition of the em- 
ployes of either the shipbuilders or shipown- 
ers, nor to induce native boys to become sea- 
men. 

Delegate Gilthorpe said the adoption of the 
resolution would practically kill the ship build- 
ing industry in this country. The industry 
was very young and unable to compete with 
its old country competitors. If swch action 
be taken by the government there wouldn’t be 
a shipyard in America. Was opposed to sub- 
stitute of the committee because it would in- 
jure his union. He _ hoped the resolution 
would be modified. 





Delegate Lennon stated that for a period 
up to 1840 the ship building industry was 
equal to that of any country of the same 
population, but after that had retrograded. He 
thought the industry amply able to care for 
itself. 

The time for adjournment having arrived, 
Delegate McNeill moved a suspension of the 
rules and that the Convention continue in 
session till 1 o’clock. Adopted. 


Delegate Kent said we didn’t want to draw 


chestnuts out of the fire for any corpora- 
tions. We can build ships here cheaper than 
anywhere. The natural resources of the coun- 
try furnish everything necessary in abund- 
ance and the facilities for marketing it are 
better and quicker than anywhere. The only 
protection the workingman has is his trade 
union. He favored the committee’s — substi- 
tute. 

Delegate Duncan stated that the committee, 
after due consideration of both resolutions, 
had adopted a middle course. 

The substitute was adopted. 

On resolution No. 87 the committee recom- 
Strike out 
“the Nicaragua’’ and substitute the 
, Strike out the word “and” in the 
second line. Strike out the second whereas. 


mends it be amended as follows: 


the words 








article 


Strike out the words ‘the Nicaragua’ in the 
second line of the resolve and insert the ar- 
ticle ‘fa,’ and after the word 


‘canal” in the 
same line insert the words “connecting the 
Gulf of Mexico and Pacific Ocean.” Strike 
out the word “that” and insert the word 
“such” in the same line and add the words 
“therefore, Resolved,” in same line, so that, 
as amended it will read: 

WHEREAS, The recent Spanish-American 
war has revived the possibilities of the build- 
ing of a canal connecting the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Pacific Ocean; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the en- 
actment by Congress of a law touching on the 
construction of such canal; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Comnfit- 
tee of the A. F. of L., ete. (See resolution 
No. 87, page 74.) Adopted. 

On resolution No. 66 the committee recom- 
mends the following substitute: 

RESOLVED, That in view of the efforts 
made by the trade unionists of the country to 
protect the interests of the postoffice employes, 
we suggest the advisability of those employes 
joining the trade union movement, and to thus 
render by their affiliation with us a just re- 
turn of service to other wage-workers. 

On esolution No. 125 the committee rec- 
ommends striking out the first whereas, and, 
as amended, reports favorably. Adopted. 

Jn resolution No. 129 the committee rec- 
ommends a substitute, Delegate O’Sullivan’ of 
the committee dissenting: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor most firmly and unequivocally favors 
the independent use of the ballot by trade 
unionists and workingmen, united regardless 
of party, that we may elect men from our own 
ranks to make new laws and administer them 
along the lines laid down in the legislative de- 
mands of the American Federation of Labor, 
and at the same time secure an impartial ju- 
diciary that will not govern us Ly arbitrary 
injunctions of the courts nor as the pliant 
tools of corporate wealth; and 

RESOLVED, That as our efforts are cen- 
tered against all forms of industrial slavery 
and economic wrong, we must also direct our 
utmost energies to remove all forms of po- 
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litical servitude and party slavery, to the end 
that the working people may act as a unit at 
the polls at every election. 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirms its position in regard 
to the use of the ballot, and recommends to 
its International, National and local organiza- 
tions continued and increased discussion of 
social and economic questions in their conven 
tions and union meetings. 

Delegate Lloyd moved to amend by adding 
the words “as they affect wage-earners.” 
Adopted. 

The recommendation of the committee as 
amended was adopted. 

On resolution No. 133 the committee recom- 
mends it inexpedient to legislate, as the Con- 
vention has already acted on the subject. 

Delegate Lloyd did not believe there was 
the slightest danger in taking a step back- 
ward. We didn’t say on other propositions 
we reaffirm our past action. He didn’t want 
to help any political party, and he didn’t want 
the papers to say we had abandoned silver. 

Delegate Duncan said the American Feder- 
ation of Labor was not responsible for the 
attitude of the press, and thought the stand 
of the American Federation of Labor was 
explicit and needed no further action at the 
hands of the Convention. 

Delegate Kirby said he represented people, 
without regard to party affiliations, who were 
silver men from top to bottom. He knew the 
Convention was in favor of silver, and wanted 
it to say so again and refute the statements 
of the press. He moved the report of the 
committee be non-concurred in and the resolu- 
tion adopted. 

Delegate McGuire said we had reiterated our 
action upon other subjects four different times, 
and favored the resolution. 

Delegate Whitaker favored the resolution 
and was against the report of the committee. 
The workingmen of the United States were 
silver men. They demand the adoption of 
this expression. The press has criticised our 
stand on the silver question and given out the 
impression that we have gone back on silver. 

Delegate Miller opposed the report of the 
committee. Every monopoly and corporation 
that shoots down workingmen is arrayed on 
the other side, and it should not take us long 
to say where we are. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
non-concurred in and the resolution adopteds 

On resolution No. 136 the committee reports 


favorably. Adopted. 
On resolution No. 137 the committee reports 
faverably. Adopted. 


The committee recommend the adoption of 
the following: 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be and hereby are 
extended to the trade unions of Kansas City 
and the citizens generally for their generous 
hospitality to the delegates to this Conven- 
tion; and 

RESOLVED, That our thanks be also ten- 
dered to the public press of the country for 
the amount of space given to our proceed- 


ings. 
JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman, 
LOUIS JAHNS, 
EUGENE F. O’ROURKE, 
JOHN MITCHELL, 
T. L. LEWIS, 
JOHN F. O’SULLIVAN, Clerk. 

Adopted. 


Delegate O’Connell, for the Committee on 
Boycotts and Labels, reported as follows: 

On resolution No. 64 the committee recom- 
mends reference to the Executive Council. 
Adopted. 

Delegate Dernell, for the Special Committee 
on Universal Label, submitted a majority and 
a minority report, as follows: 


MAJORITY REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Eight 
eenth Annual Convention of the A. F. of L.: 
Your Committee on Universal Label beg 

leave to report: That while a Universal La- 
bel is much to be desired, still many compli- 
cations stand in the way of its present adop- 
tion; therefore, we recommend that it be 
made a subject of discussion for the coming 
year, with a view of removing the obstacles 
now in the way. 

And we further recommend, that the ine 
coming Executive Council advise with the 
heads of the different National and Interna- 
tional organizations now having labels, and 
with their co-operation adopt a uniform label, 
to be used on all union made goods, the same 
to be adopted by the A. F. of L. and all un- 
ions holding charters direct from that body, 
and such label to be the only one recognized 
by the A. F. of L. 

EUGENE F. O’ROURKE, 

JULIUS ZORN, 

JOHN F. TOB ‘ti 

JOHN WITZE 

MARTIN L AWLOR, Secretary. 


MINORITY REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Eight- 
eenth Annual Convention of the A. F. of L.: 
The undersigned members of the Universal 

Label Committee beg leave to submit a min- 

ority report, viz.: 

While a Universal Labe! is, perhaps, much 
to be desired, still many complications stand 
in the way of its adoption; therefore, we, the 
minority, recommend that the matter be made 
a subject of discussion for the coming year; 
and, further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council advise with the National and Interna- 
tional organizations having labels on the sub- 
ject of a uniform label to be used on all un- 
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ion made goods, and to report their ts ae 
to the next Sa ge of the A. F. 
JOHN C. DERNE ag Cale, 
SAMUEL AUTLEI 

Delegate Tracy moved the aii of the 
minority report. 

Delegate O’Rourke favored the majority re- 
port. 

Delegate Whitaker said the many organiza- 
tions having labels of their own should be 
given an opportunity to discuss the question. 

Delegate Cain said some of the arguments 
against would apply as well to the adoption 
of a universal label. The International Typo- 
graphical Union was in favor of its adoption, 
and if it was favorable he could not see why 
others should object. 

Delegate Tennon was opposed at the pres- 
ent time to thé adoption of the universal la- 
bel because it would tend to destroy the au- 
tonomy of the unions. The American Federa- 


tion of Labor has no power to adopt a label 
for any organization without its consent. 

Delegate Furuseth said he had but a few 
words to say on the subject, and they were, 
“Remember the Richmond convention of the 

of t,.”" 

Delegate Dold favored the minority report. 
The unions with labels have been experiment- 
ing for years, and their experience should be 
canvassed to protect the label. 

Delegate Dernell said it would lead to con- 
fusion to adopt the label at the present time. 
You can tell which union makes the goods 
now. With the Universal Label you would 
have to look for the trade mark on it. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The motion to substitute the minority re- 
port for the majority was adopted. Ayes, 33; 
noes, 19. 


Adjourned at 1 P. M. 


EIGHTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 2 
P. M. by Treasurer Lennon. 


On motion roll call was dispensed with. 

On motion the reading of the minutes was 
dispensed with. 

Delegate Kent, for the Committee on Or- 
ganization, reported as follows: 


Your Committee on Organization, after 
considering resolution No. 124, report favor- 
ably on the same as amended by the com- 
mittee: 

RESOLVED, That in order to carry out 
the provisions of resolutions already &dopted 
regarding the appointment of organizers in 
the Southern and Inter-Mountain States, an 
assessment of 2 cents is hereby levied upon 
all National, International and local unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. for each mem- 
ber in good standing at this time, and that 
this assessment is paid to the A. F. of on 
or before April 1st, 1899. 

Adopted. 


Resolution No. 38 is disapproved, the pur- 
pose of said resolution, viz.: that of providing 
ways and means to carry on the work of o 
ganization, being provided for in resolution 


No. 124. Adopted. 
On resolution No. 120 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 


On resolution No. 101 the committee reports 
favorably. 


It was moved to amend by inserting after 
the word ‘‘Colorado,” in the second line of 
“and members of 
the International Typographical Union, em- 
ployes of the ‘Express and Courier, of Buffalo, 


the first whereas, the words 


N. Y.;’” and also, to insert the words “Jn- 
” after the 
word ‘“‘Machinists’’ in the third line of the 
Adopted. 


ternational Typographical Union 


second resolve. 
On motion the report of the committee as 
a whole as amended was adopted, and the com- 
mittee discharged. 
Delegate Driscoll, for the Committee on 
Local or Federated Bodies, reports as follows: 
On resolution No. 90 the committee reports 
favorably. Adopted. 
Delegate Black, for the 


Grievances, reported as follows: 


Committee on 


On resolution No. 97 the committee sub- 
mits the following substitute, Delegate Grant 
dissenting: 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., in con- 
vention assembled, condemns the action of 
the S. F. P. A. of Chicago, IIl., as being con- 
trary to the principles of trade unionism, and 
altogether obnoxious to organized labor. 

Delegate Doyle objected to the adoption of 
the resolution. He declared if such action 
were taken it would place the A. F. of L. in 
the position of endorsing cheap labor. 
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Delegate Grant moved that the matter be 
referred to the special committee to whom 
was referred the affair of the Steamfitters. 

Delegate Dold said he thought it was the 
same question, and it would probably result 
in bringing the three unions together. 

Delegate Spencer opposed reference of the 
question to any committee. 

Delegate O’Niel asserted he could not find 
justice in Chicago and came here for it. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The motion to refer was lost. Ayes, 12; 
noes, 40. 

The motion by which 3 o'clock was made 
special order for election of officers was re- 
considered, and a motion to proceed to nomin- 
ate and elect officers was adopted. 

Delegate O’Brien was called to the chair. 
Nominations for Presidents were declared in 
order. 

For President: Delegate McNeill nomin- 
ated Samuel Gompers with a few appropriate 
remarks. Seconded by Delegate Kirby. 

The Secretary was instructed to cast the 
vote of the Convention for Samuel Gompers 
for President, which was done, and he was 
declared elected. 

Delegates Carey (Jas. F.), Cahill and 
Cowen desired to be recorded as_ voting 
against President Gompers for re-election. So 
ordered. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

For First Vice-President: Delegate Wood- 
bury nominated P. J. McGuire, and the same 
course was pursued. 

For Second Vice-President: Delegate 
O’Neil nominated James Duncan, and the 
same course was pursued. 

For Third Vice-President: Delegate White 
nominated James O'Connell, and the same 
course was pursued. 

For Fourth Vice-President: Delegate Keefe 
nominated John Mitchell. 

Delegate Cake nominated Theodore J. Shaf- 
fer. 

Delegate Kinney nominated John Fahy. 

Delegate Lloyd nominated Thos. I. Kidd. 

Delegate Fitzgerald nominated John PF. 
Tobin. 


Nominations closed and roll call ordered. 


For Mitchell—Mulholland, Grant, Gompers, 
Tracy, Dernell, Whitaker, Morris, Autler, 
Sabine, Duncan, Keefe, Miners delegation (80 


votes), Fox, Valentine, Black, Sullivan, Spen- 


cer, Donohue, Typographical delegation (72 
votes), Kirby, Tossie, Dold, O'Neil, Seffer- 
ien-—87 2. 

For Shaffer—O’Brien, Dickens, Cake, 
Speelman, O’Connell, Smith, Iennon, Mills, 
Coy, Flaherty, McCormick—208. 

For Fahy—Kenney—29. 

For Kidd—Tobin, McGuire, Lloyd, Wood- 
bury, Kent, Leigh, Lawlor, Cahill, Dresler, 
Warner, Lewis, Miller, Hahn, Mahon, Furu- 
seth, Elderkin, Typographical delegation (72) 
votes, Braunschweig, Doyle, McEwen, Mce- 
Neill, Jahns, Timilty—718. 

For Tobin—Perigny, Fitzgerald, Slocum, 
Gilthorpe, LBechtold, Zorn, Cable, Adams, 
Monaghan, Cowen, Shaffer, Conine, Reid, 
McCauley, Miners delegation (40 votes), 
Kelly, Bowman, White, Witzel, Typographical 
delegation (145 votes), Kidd, Jones, O’Sulli- 
van, Driscoll, Hayes, Carey, Curry, Bradley, 
Casey, Donnelly (M.), White (John S.), 
Smith, Shamp, Plieman, Brown, Innis, Calla- 
han—697. 

No election. Delegate Fahy having received 
the lowest number of votes, his name was 
dropped. 

Delegate Shaffer withdrew his name. 

Second vote taken and resulted as follows: 

For Mitchell—Mulholland, Tobin (47 
votes), Grant, Gompers, Tracy, Dernell, Whit- 
aker, Morris, Autler, Sabine, Duncan, 
O’Brien, Cake, Speelman, Keefe, Miners dele- 
gation (80 votes), Iron Moulders’ delegation 
(120 votes), Sullivan, Spencer, Kenney, 
Smith (C. T.), Witzel, Typographical delega- 
tion (72 votes), Kidd, Coy, McCormick, Kirby, 
Lossie, Dold, O’Neil, Sefferien—1,022. 

For Kidd—Tobin (47 votes), McGuire, 
Lloyd, Woodbury, Kent, Leigh, Lawlor, Ca- 
hill, Dresler, O’Connell, Warner, Miners dele- 
gation (80 votes), Miller, Hahn, Furuseth, FI- 
derkin, Lennon, Typographical delegation (72 
votes), Braunschweig, Doyle, McEwen, Mc- 
Neill, Jahns, Timilty—7 40. 

For Tobin—Perigny, Fitzgerald, Slocum, 
Brewery Workmen (100 votes), 
Cable, Adams, Monaghan, Cowen, Dickens, 
Shaffer, Conine, Reid, McCauley, Kelly, Ma- 
hon, Bowman, Mills, White (John W.), Typo- 
graphical delegation (145 votes), Kidd (13 
votes), Jones, Driscoll, Hayes, Carey, Curry, 
sradley, Casey, Donnelly (M.), Flaherty, 
White (John S.), Smith (J. V.), Shamp, Plie- 
man, Brown, Innis, Callahan—757. 


Gilthorpe, 


No election. The name of Delegate Kidd 
was dropped and the roll call on the third 
ballot resulted: 
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For Mitchell—Mulholland, Grant, McGuire, 
Lloyd, Woodbury, Kent, Gompers, Tracy, Der- 
nell, Whitaker, Morris, Autler, Sabine, Dun- 
can, O’Brien, Cake, Speelman, Leigh, Lawlor, 
Cahill, Keefe, O’Connell, Warner, Miners del- 
egation (80 votes), Fox, Valentine, Black, 
Sullivan, Spencer, Kenney, Kelley, Smith, 
Furuseth, Elderkin, Lennon, Donohue, Witzel, 
Typographical delegation (144 votes), Doyle, 
McCormick, Jahns, Kirby, Lossie, Dold, 
O’Neil, Sefferien—1,492 votes. 

For Tobin—Perigny, Fitzgerald, Slocum, 
Gilthorpe, Bechtold, Zorn, Cable, Adams, 
Monaghan, Cowen, Dickens, Dresler, Shaffer, 
Conine, Reid, McCauley, Miller, Hahn, Ma- 
hon, Bowman, Mills, White, Typographical 
delegation (145 votes), Kidd, Braunschweig, 
Jones, Driscoll, Hayes, McEwen, Carey, 
Curry, Bradley, Casey, Donnelly (M.), Flah- 
erty, White, Smith, Shamp. Plieman, Brown, 
Timilty, Innis, Callahan—846. 

Pending the ballot, Fraternal Delegates In- 
skip and Thorn were respectively called to the 
chair. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

The following telegram was read: 

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 20, 1898. 
Samuel Gompers, Esq., Pres’t A. F. of L,., 

Strope’s Hall, Kansas City, Mo: 

Allow me to nominate for your next annual 
meeting place the City of the Straits, better 
known as the convention city, Detroit. The 
home of the potato mayor and fighting gov- 
ernor bids you hearty welcome. 

HENRY C. BARTER, 
Secretary-Treasurer International Longshore- 
men’s Associations. 

Place of Meeting: Delegate O’Sullivan 
nominated Detroit, Mich. Seconded by Dele- 
gates Keefe, Tobin, and Mulholland. 

Delegate Carey nominated Louisville, Ky. 

Delegate Bowman nominated Atlanta, Ga. 

Delegate Cable nominated Milwaukee, Wis. 

Delegate Hayes nominated Cleveland, O. 

The vote resulted: Detroit, 68; Louisville, 
10; Atlanta, 1; Milwaukee, 2; Cleveland, 3. 
Detroit was declared selected. 

Delegate Mitchell having received a major- 
ity of all votes cast, was declared elected 
Fourth Vice-President. 

For Fifth Vice-President: Delegate Whit- 
aker nominated Max Morris. 

Delegate Tobin nominated Wm. J. Gilthorpe. 

Nominations closed. 

Roll call resulted as follows: 

For Morris—Perigny, Mulholland, Grant, 
McGuire, Lloyd, Woodbury, Kent, Gompers, 
Tracy, Dernell, Whitaker, Monaghan, Autler, 


Sabine, Duncan, O’Brien, Cake, Speelman, 
Leigh, Lawlor, Cahill, Dresler, Shaffer, Keefe, 
O’Connell, Reid, Warner, Mitchell, Hunter, 
Lewis, Fahy, Fox, Valentine, Black, Sullivan, 
Spencer, Kenney, Kelly, Smith (C. T.), Fur- 
useth, Elderkin, Lennon, Witzel, Typograph- 
ical delegation (144% votes), Braunschweig, 
Jones, Driscoll, McEwen, Coy, McCormick, 
Jahns, Kirby, Lossie, Timilty, Dold, O’Neil, 
Sefferien—-1,716% votes. 

For Gilthorpe—Fitzgerald, Slocum, Tobin, 
Cable, Adams, Cowen, Dickens, Conine, Mc- 
Cauley, Miller, Hahn, Mahon, Bowman, Mills, 
White (John W.), Donohue, Typographical 
delegation (144% votes), Kidd, Doyle, Hayes, 
Carey, Curry, Bradley, Casey, Donnelly (M.), 
Flaherty, White (John S.), Smith, Shamp, 
Plieman, Brown, Innis, Callahan—706¥%. 

Delegate Morris was declared elected. 

For Sixth Vice-President: Delegate Dris- 
coll nominated H. S. Mills. 

Delegate White nominated W. D. Mahon. 
Delegate Lloyd nominated Thomas I. Kidd. 

After roll call was taken and before the re- 
sult was announced, Delegate Mahon, with the 
consent of Delegate Mills, withdrew their 
names and moved to make the election of 
Thomas I Kidd unanimous. Motion adopted. 

Delegate Kidd was declared elected. 

For Secretary: Delegate John W. White 
nominated Frank Morrison. 

Assistant Secretary Allen was instructed to 
cast the full vote of the Convention, which 
was done, and Frank Morrison was declared 
unanimously elected. 

For Treasurer: Delegate Bowman nomin- 
ated John B. Lennon, and the same course 
was pursued, 

For Fraternal Delegate: Delegate Kelly 
nominated Thomas F. Tracy. 

Delegate McGuire nominated Owen Miller. 

Nominations closed. Roll call resulted as 
follows: . 

For Tracy—Perigny, Mulholland, Grant, 
Cigarmakers’ delegation, Morris, Monaghan, 
Autler, Sabine, Duncan, O’Brien, Speelman, 
Cahill, Keefe, Conine, O’Connell, Reed, War- 
ner, McCauley, Mitchell, Hunter, Fox, Valen- 
tine, Black, Sullivan, Spencer, Kenney, Kelly, 
Smith (Chas. T.), Lennon, White (John W.), 
Typographical delegation (289 votes), Jones, 
Driscoll, Doyle, Casey, Flaherty, McCormick, 
McNeill, Kirby, Lossie, Brown, Timilty, Dold, 
O'Neil, Sefferien—1,372. 

For Miller—Fitzgerald, Slocum, Tobin, Gil- 
thorpe, McGuire, Lloyd, Woodbury, Kent, Ca- 
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ble, Adams, Cowen, Dickens, Cake, Leigh, 
Lawlor, Dresler, Shaffer, Lewis, Fahy, Musi- 
cians’ delegation (60 votes), Hahn, Mahon, 
Furuseth, Elderkin, Bowman, Donohue, Wit- 
zel, Kidd, Braunschweig, Hayes, McEwen, 
Carey, Curry, Bradley, Coy, Donnelly (M.), 
White (J. S.), Jahns, Shamp, Plieman, Innis, 
Callahan—9og94. 

Delegate Tracy was declared elected. 

For Fraternal Delegate: Delegate McNeill 
nominated James O’Connell. 

Delegate Hayes nominated Adrian M. Jones. 


Delegate Coy nominated Joseph Cahill. (De- 
clined.) 

Delegate Furuseth nominated Owen Miller. 

Nominations closed and roll call ordered. 

For O’Connell—Mulholland, Grant, Mc- 
Guire, Lloyd, Woodbury, Kent, Gompers, 
Tracy, Dernell, Whitaker, Morris, Monaghan, 
Autler, Sabine, Duncan, O’Brien, Leigh, 
Iawlor, Machinists’ delegation (100 votes), 
Fox, Valentine, Black, Sullivan, Spencer, 
Kenney, Kelly, Smith (C. T.), Mahon, Len- 
non, Bowman, White, (J. W.), Typographical 
delegation (217 votes), Kidd, Driscoll, Doyle, 
Casey, McCormick, (1-2 vote), McNeill, 
Kirby, Lossie, Brown, Timilty, Dold, O’Neil, 
Innis, Callahan—1,424 1-2. 

For Jones—Shaffer, Typographical delegation 
(72 votes), Flaherty, McCormick (1-2 vote)— 
153 1-2 votes. 

For Miller—Perigny, Fitzgerald, Slocum, 
Gilthorpe, Cable, Adams, Dickens,  Dresler, 
Keefe, McCauley, Mitchell, Hunter, Lewis, 
Fahy, Musicians’ delegation (60 votes) Furu- 
seth, Elderkin, Donohue, Witzel, Braun- 
schweig, Curry, Bradley, Donnelly (M.), 
White, (John §S.), Jahns, Shamp, Plieman— 
646 votes. 


Delegate O’Connell was declared elected. 


For Delegate to Canadian Labor Congress: 
Delegate Duncan nominated James H. Sulli- 
van. 


Delegate Braunschweig nominated W. D. 
Mahon. 
Nominations- closed. Roll call ordered. 


For Sullivan—Mullholland, Slocum, Mc- 
Guire, Lloyd, Gompers, Tracy, Dernell, Whit- 
aker, Morris, Cable, Monaghan, Autler, Sa- 
bine, Duncan, O’Brien, Dresler, Shaffer, Keefe, 
Conine, O’Connell, Warner, Mitchell, Hunter, 
Fox, Valentine, Black, Kenney, Kelly, Smith 
(C. T.), Furuseth, Lennon, White (J. W.), 
Typographical delegation (217 votes), Kidd, 
Doyle, Bradley, Casey, Coy, Donnelly (M.), 
McCormick, Jahns, Kirby, Lossie, Brown, 
Timilty, Dold, O’Neil—1,502. 


For Mahon—Gilthorpe, Woodbury, Kent, 
Adams, Dickens, Reid, McCauley, Lewis, 
Fahy, Miller, Hahn, Elderkin, Donohue, Wit- 
zel, Typographical delegation (72 votes), 
Braunschweig, Curry, Flaherty, White (J. S.), 
Shamp, Plieman, Sefferien, Innis, Callahan- - 
612. 

Delegate Sullivan was declared elected. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the question of 
Legislative Committee be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. Adopted. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. Thomas 
H. West, who sang, ‘Stick to Your Union.” 

On motion it was ordered that the words 
of the song, “Stick to Your Union,” by 
Thomas H. West, be publishéd in the proceed- 
ings, and that the words and music be pub- 
lished in the American Federationist. 


STICK TO YOUR UNION. 





Words and Music by Thomas H. West, Kan 
sas City, Mo. 


(Dedicated to the A. F. of L.) 


I'll now relate a story, it happened years ago, 

And the words a noble father said, which 
all of you should know. 

His son had quit the workshop, with others 
of his trade, 

The struck against injustice, a cut the 
firm had made. 

His father, old and feeble, came to meet 
him at the door, 

And listened to the story that his son re- 
lated o’er, 

About his shopmates’ action, and what the 
firm had done, 

The old man listened to it all and thus 
spoke to his son: 


Chorus: 


Stick to your Union, lad, don’t be a knave; 

Show every tyrant that you wont be a slave. 

Obey your aged father; God bless you now, 
my son; 

Stick to your Union, ’till the strike is won. 


The son was much affected—he grasped his 

father’s hand. 
Said he, we are united, and justice we 

demand. 

Don’t be alarmed about us, we never shall 
return 

Until the firm restores to us, the sum we 
justly earn. 

The Union held a meeting that evening in 
their hall, 

Each member was determined the Union 
should not fall. 

The old man to the platform by his son was 
gently led, 

Who, ’mid great applause, repeated the 
words his father said: 


Chorus: 
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The strike was long and bitter, the men re- 
fused to yield; 

No traitors were among them, as_ time at 
length revealed. 

At last the firm relented, and sent for them 
one da 

And told them they’d decided to restore 
their former pay. 

Of course there was rejoicing, but that night 
the old man died; 

Their joy then turned to sorrow, for he 
was the Union’s pride. 

They marched, to do him honor, in silence to 
the grave. 
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Now inscribed upon his monument is this 
advice he gave: 


Chorus: 


After the singing of “Auld Lang Syne,” 


the convention adjourned sine die. 


FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary American Federation of Labor. 
FORD A. ALLEN, 


Assistant Secretary. 








